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2 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

nation, and the sound of war shall be no more heard, the
names of Chesney, Sabine, and Leake will still be re-
membered, while the bright example exhibited by such
eminent Christians as Maitland, Rudd, Vandeleur, and
Marjouram will have an influence (not in the regiment
only, but in the world at large) on generations yet to
come.*

All soldiers, but especially artillerymen, are generally
looked upon as the horrible destroyers of mankind, and
Congreve, Shrapnel, and Armstrong noted as monsters by
members of the Peace Societies. A little thought, how-
ever, together with a common study of history, will con-
vince such that since the introduction of artillery, fewer
lives have been sacrificed, and war made less horrible than
in the days of bow and spear ; and the more improvements-
made in artillery, the shorter have been the wars; the
nearer we approach perfection in armament, the nearer we-
shall be to that grand consummation so devoutly to be
wished for, when the sword shall be turned into a plough-
share and the spear into a pruning-hook. C

Hume, in his “ History of England,” says" ““ The artillery
first framed were so clumsy, and of such difficult manage-
ment, that men were not immediately sensible of their use
and efficacy ; and even to the present time, improvements
have been continually making in this furious engine,
which, though it seemed contrived for the destruction of
mankind and the overthrow of empires, has, in the issue,
rendered battles less bloo%?, and has given greater
stability to civil societies. INations, by its means, have
been brought more to a level ; conquests have been less.
frequent and rapid; success in war has been reduced
nearlg to be a matter of calculation ; and any nation over-
matched by its enemies either yields to their demands, or-
secures itself by alliances against violence and invasion.”

Not only are the inventors of destructive instruments
to be found in the ranks of the Royal Artillery; many,
among whom are Bell, Viney, and Grant,} have devoted
their talents to the preservation and comfort of the lives.
of their fellow-creatures, and earned for themselves the
imperishable esteem of all who are acquainted with their

* An additional chapter to ‘‘ England’s Artillerymen,” on Reli-
gion in the Royal Artillery, will hereafter be published.

+ A full account of Bell’s inventions will be found in chapter
xxii.; Bir Joseph Viney was distinguished for his numerous im-
provements in water-pipes, &c.; and Captain Grant is the inventor
of the army cooking machines, both for garrison and field pur-
Poses, )
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inventions. The Royal Artillery is comparatively of
modern establishment, and has ever been held in the same
high estimation it enjoys at the present time. * The

yal Regiment of Artillery, whether we consider the
distinguished skill of the officers, or the exact discipline
of the men, who often die in defending their guns with an
heroic ardour, may be considered as one of the most re-
spectable, and assuredly the most skilful corps in the
service.” The beginning of that noble force, the flower at
this moment of the British army, dates back no further
than the reign of George II., while its excellency both in
the science of the gunners, and in the mounting, equip-
ment, and horsing of the guns, has been acquired, or at
%Qapt perfected, within the remembrance of many men still
iving.

Though the officers of the Royal Artillery have distin-

ished themselves in every part of the globe, their names

ave seldom been brought prominently before the public,
for no other reason than thatin time of war they are never
invested with a command. General Sir W. F. Williams
of Kars is the only exception during the present genera-
tion, and he was not appointed to the command of that
fortress he so ably and so ]E»ravely defended, but, being there
in the performance of his duty as commissioner to the
Turkish army in Asia, assumed that responsibility which he
saw the Ottoman commanders wére incapable of tetaining.

The late Captain Brabazon, writing on this subject,
says : ““ Anything but an artilleryman, except an engineer,
seems our motto in selecting commanders. Foreigners,
noting the constant failure of our siege operations, but not
observing that they are rarely controlled by scientific
officers, have naturally formed no high opinion of our
artillery and engineers.”

Yet in the Peninsula, the artillery, though coldly en-
couraged, most brilliantly performed their duties ; and at
the conclusion of peace, such was our admitted excellence
in this arm, that it was held up for a model to the rest of
Europe.*

These remarks are offered as an apology for the intro-
duction of the subject to the Eubhc, who we trust will
receive it a8 it is presented, in the hope of preserving the
names and deeds of many gallant men who, beyond their
own circle, are entirely unknown.

* ¢ The perfection to which the English artillery has been brought
(the knowledge of which fact has been so forcibly and painfully im-
pressed on them) has induced the French to adopt the whole of
your artillery practice,”—Letter from Paris, Dec. 29, 18;8.

B



CHAPTER I.

¢ And when recording history displays
Peats of renown, though wrought in ancient days ;
Tells of a few stout hearts, that fought and died
Where duty placed them, at their country’s side ;—
The man that is not moved with what he reads,
That takes not fire at their heroic deeds,
Unworthy of the blessings of the brave,
Is base in kind, and born to be a slave,” —CowPER.

EUROPE (GIBRALTAR EXCEPTED), 1700—1782.

COLONBL BORGARD, HIS LIFE, AND SERVICES OF THE ROYAL ARTIL-
LERY UNDER HIS COMMAND—ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ROYAL
ARSENAL AT WOOLWICH—FLANDERS—SCOTLAND—BATTLE OF
CULLODEN—COLONEL BELFORD—COLONEL MITCHELSON—EXPE-
DITIONS TO THE COAST OF FRANCE—MINORCA—GERMANY—
BATTLE OF MINDEN—INVASION OF JERSEY BY THE FRENCH.

To trace the history of artillery from the time of Jonathan,*
and to argue upon the old questions as to whether the
Moors, Chinese, or English were the first to use gun-
powder, or whether

¢ John Howe and ki3 man John,
They two cast the first cannon,”+

i8 not the purpose of this work. Neither is it intended to
inquire into the history of Edward'’s artillery in Scotland,}
nor yet to enter into the particulars of William's * train”
in Ireland ;§ mere passing mention only can be made of

* 1 Sam. xx. 40.—It is evident that the word here rendered
“ artillery” has no accordance with the modern signification of the
term. It is generally supposed that the weapon here referred to
was an instrument for throwing stones—a sling. In the account
of the siege of Jerusalem, however, given in the Apocrypha, we
read that Antiochus *‘ set artillery, with engines and instruments
to cast fire and stones, and pieces to cast darts and slings.” —1
Maccabees vi. 51.

4+ An inscription to be found carved upon a stone near Buxted,
in Sussex. :

$ Edward III. was the first to use cannon, which he did against
the 8cotch in 1327. .

8§ We are told that at the battle of Aghrim (July 12, 1691)
“ Captain Logan of the train levelled one of the field-pieces at St.
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6 ENGLAND’'S ARTILLERYMEN.,

incurred in Hungary as a volunteer. In 1687 he was
appoipted lieutenant in the King of Denmark’s Drabanten
Ggmrds, and was employed as an engineer in the new for-
tifications at Copenhagen. Being unjustly passed over in
his promotion, he challenged his superior officer, and was
obliged to fly the kingdom ; he then entered the Polish
service and served at Budjack, where he captured two
Tartars, and was in great danger of losing his life because
he would not deliver them up to a Polish officer. He then
entered the service of the King of Prussia as lieutenant in
the Guards, and served at the action of Nuys, the siege of
Keyserswart, and the destruction of Bonn (1689). He
commanded two mortars during the bombardment of the
last-named city. In 1691 he again went to Hungary, and
was present at the battle of Salankeman. In April, 1692,
he went with some volunteers to the siege of Namur,
which was taken from the allies on the 20th June.
Borgard, with another volunteer, led the attack, and
Louis XIV., presented them each with a thousand crowns,
and offered them captains’ commissions in his army, which,
however, they refused, as they did not like the French
service. Thence ther repaired to the English camp at
Genap, where, on July 1st, Borgard entered the English
artillery as firemastor, under Colonel Goor. He served at
the battle of Steenkirk, and was afterwards sent to Ostend
to join & detachment under Colonel Sir Martin Beckman.*
From Ostend he went to Tournay, and from thence to
Dixmud and Ghent, In 1693 ho went with a detachment
of bombardierst and fireworkers to Liége, and was present
at the battlo of Landen, 1In 1694 he served under Lieut.-
Col. Brown-at, the piege of Huy, and at the siege and
capture of Namur in tha following year. Here he com-
mandod a huttery of twelye mortars, and threw a shell into
the enemy's mugurine in & demi-hastion and destroyed it.
In 1607 ) fuseigners weps dischiargod from the British
service exvepl $vnyord and hiv companion Schlundt, who,
beinﬁ pearsoundly bosswn w King Willinm, were retained in
tho Nonglish wstillery, st came b Kngland, Here Borgard

* In V663 Gujpasny Bockuun wis Kouiner-tienernl of Tangier ;
in 1664 he wue Fycwisivs tw by Biblilyy, and in 1695 (then
colons) ud & LW'/ Lo commnaod s whillupy ab the bombard.-
montw of 8, Mawliss's s ‘)]ulu...l.

+ Bombusdivee wase il Wi o condiedsnen nfiioers ; indeed,
ovary mah why saved Woado il oo i grivaten) received
commimdans Wypud Ly i 3.y 1000l e thidnence.  The

¥ compadsiions weic Byt by e king o the 80th
Aprﬂ, ‘75‘; whew tosay fus 4o, N /7'-#« ’L-»‘/WMU‘ with,
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10 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

cluding the artillery under Colonel Borgard), made an.
attack on Vigo. Colonel Borgard had Eombarded this
town seventeen years previously ; on this occasion he com-
manded forty-six mortars of his own projection. This
expedition was only a ruse to draw the attention of the
SFa.niarda from other quarters, and to put them in dread
of a general invasion ; and having succeeded, it returned
to England. o
Borgard now

““Shouldered his crutch,
And show’d how fields were won.”

His services as a warrior were at an end, but as a public
servant he was still greatly valued and respected, and had
et to accomplish that which alone has preserved his name
—to establish on a permanent foundation that which had
never existed in the British army, a Royal Regiment of
Artillery. Heand General Hopkey* laid before George L.
plans for the formation and establishment of a regular
standing regiment, and they were under the consideration
of the Board of Ordnance at the time of that monarch’s
decease. The same proposals had been made to Queen
Anne, but were not attended to, and shortly after the
accession of George II. Borgard’s plans were put into
execution, and barracks built at Woolwich for officers and

‘men.

In 1727 Borgard was promoted to major-general, and a
fow years afterwards to lieut.-general, but his active ser-
vice was ended ; he was never even consulted in anythin
relative to the artillery after the appointment of Colone]
Armstrong to the post of surveyor. .

He was a man ““mightily beloved for his humane dis-
position,” and greatly respected on account of his abili-
ties. “ He was strictly honest, apd declared often that he
could safely affirm upon oath that he never made sixpence
out of his regiment above what the king allowed, and gave
up the clothing of the regiment to the Board of Ordnance
that he might not be suspected to have any profit by it.
He chose &m patterns, but refused to handle the money,
taking care that it was all laid out upon the men, and
likewise that the officers should {not wrong them. He
would never take a present from any of the men, as

* Colonel John Henry Hopkey commanded the artillery under
the Duke of Marlborough in the early years of the eighteenth
century, having three companies under his command, the captains
being Robert Guyben, Christopher Brissac, and Andrew Bennett.



Digitized by G008[€



‘

12 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

wich, and inspected the artillery. He was 80 pleased with
the apéwearance of the corps under Major Lewis, that he
ordered that officer, with his company, to join the army in
Flanders, of which he was about to assume the command.
Nothing was done this year, the army moving without the
artillery, a circumstance which drew forth the ridicule of
the French. When in widter quarters, a company of
comedians from Paris playéd in the French camp, and
among their performances was a pantomime, in which the
following dialogue was introduced. An English officer is
represented, who is asked by the clown—

“ Where are you going ?

“ Officer. To the siege of Lisle, which we shall take in
five days.

* Clown. You have not a sufficient force.

‘ Officer. Don’t mind that. One Englishman will beat
five French. Huzza, boys!

“ Clown. But where is your artillery P
_ “ QOfficer. 0Odd 8o (scratcking his kead) ; we have forgot
it. Let me think—it is at Ostend or Antwerp, if it has
escaped the last storm.”

At the battle of Fontenoy (April, 1745), seven guns
advanced with the brigade of Guards under Sir John
Ligonier, and they uicily silenced the enemy’s artillery.
This, however, is that can be said in favour of our
artillery ; but when it is considered that the French had
two hundred and sixty-six pieces of cannon in the field,
and that we had only forty-seven, there cannot be much
expected on the part of the latter.

hough the English lost neither colours, standards, nor
kettle-drums in this action, the guns were left behind for
want of horses, the drivers having “ run away so early that
they reached Brussels the same day.” .

he artillery lost in the battlye of Fontenoy, Lieu-
tonant Bennet, one sergeant, one gunner, and seven mat-
trosses.*

A detachment of three officers and fifty men was sent
from Woolwich, in August, to strengthen the garrison of
Ostend, then besieged by Count Leivendhal, which held

. out about fourteen days.

* Mattrosses—* Soldiers in the train of artillery next below
the gunners; their duty is to assist the gunners in traversing,
sponging, loading, and firing of guns, &c. They carry firelocks,
and march along with the store-waggons, both as a guard and
to help in case a waggon should break down.”—Chalmers’ ,Cyclo-
peedia, The rank of mattross was abolished in 1783, when the
whole of the private soldiers in the artillery were called gunners.

1



EUROPE. 13

The Pretender having landed in Scotland, and assembled
an army, before the end of September he completely routed
the English under Sir John Cope, and prepared to march
into England.

There were none of the Rol:{al Artillery at the battle of
Prestonpans. Till then the Highlanders had had a great
terror of artillery; from that moment they acquired a
contempt of it. The men who served the guns were sea-
men whom Cope had brought from the fleet. They fled
at the furious onset of the Gaels, and left the guns in their
possession. .

At length the Duke of Cumberland arrived from
Flanders, and with him the four companies of the Royal
Artillery, which were distributed with the several forces

“ in different Earts of the kingdom.

On the 8th of December, two companies under the com-
mand of Major Lewis marched from Woolwich to Finchley
Common, where a force was being assembled under the
immediate orders of the king, for the purﬂ:ose of meeting
the rebels who were marching towards London. They
having retired northward after reaching Derby, the camp
broke up, and the artillery returned to Woolwich on
the 11th.

Six 18-pounders were brought to play on the crumbling
walls of Carlisle on the 29th December, and on the follow-
ing day the city surrendered.

On the 3rd January, 1746, Cumberland gave the com-
mand of the English troops to General Hawley, and
returned to London. Hawley made at once into Scotland,
taking with him a portion of the artillery.

On the 15th Jj;zua , forty-eight gunners and mat-
trosses marched from Newcastle to join the main body,

and on the 16th were followed by sixteen pieces of

artillery.

On the 17th January, the English were again defeated
at the battle of Falkirk. This action took place during a
great storm of wind and rain, and ended in the total rout
of the king’s troops. The artillery were not in action, as
the guns stuck in a bog and could not be brought up. As
soon as the infantry was seen to turn, the drivers ran away
with the horses and limbers, leaving eight guns on the
field. One of these was dragged down to the camp by the
Grenadiers, the other seven fell into the hands of the
enemy.

Puglic attention was now drawn to the inefficient equip-
ment of our field artillery, and the following article
appeared in the *“ Gentleman’s Magazine :"—
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«’Tig surprising that, as this is not the first loss of
artillery by had horses, or by the country people going
off with their horses, one out of several remedies that
might be thought of was not provisioned against suffering
again by such defects. With respect to the horses being
bad, ’'tis certainly difficult, if not impossible, to get horses
of strength or in heart to labour in the north, or countries
at a great distance from London; but as this is an affair
well known, horses of strength ought to be as much bought
up and .appropriated to draw a train of artillery (if one
must be drawn, though of late not used) as for carryin
our troopers or dragoons—and the drivers to be enhsteg
soldiers under the military oath. For the country farmers
are not punishable for preserving themselves and their
horses.” ¢

Cumberland arrived at Edinburgh on the 30th January,
and immediately made arrangements for the prosecution
of the campaign. Marching fbout Scotland for nearly two
months, on the 14th April the royal army came up with
the rebels, who were halting on the ‘ bleak, black heath
of Drummossie,” hungry and worn out, having fasted and
been kept marching during the whole of the previous night.

The action was commenced by the Highlanders, who
fired their cannon for a few minutes without being answered
by the Royal Artillery.

A few minutes after one o’clock, soon after the High-
landers had opened up their battery, Colonel Belford (who
had ten guns under his command, two being placed at each
interval of the first line) received orders to commence a
cannonade, chiefly with a view to provoke the enemy to
advance. The colonel, who was an excellent artilleryman,
performed his duty with such effect as to make whole lanes
through the ranks of the insurgents, besides tearing up the
ground at their feet, and stripping the roofs of the neigh-
bouring cottages in a manner almost as terrific. He also
fired two pieces at a body of horse, amongst whom it was
believed the prince was stationed ; and with such precision
did he take his aim, that that personage was bespattered
with dirt raised by the balls, and a man holding a led

. horse by his side was killed.

It was not till the cannonade had continued nearly half
an hour, and the Highlanders had seen many of their kins-
men stretched upon the heath, that Charles at last gave
way to the necessity of ordering a charge. .

eeing a determined appearance of a rush, Colonel
Belford gave orders to load with grape. This repelled
them for a time, but at length the Macintoshes succeeded
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in reaching the front line of the English. Firing their
muskets and then flinging them down, they thrust, sword
in hand, on Barrql's and Munro’s regiments, and cut their
way through them. They were received with a murderous
fire by the second line; but, being resolved to die rather
than retreat, the few of the Macintoshes remaining
rushed on, and the last survivor perished at the point of
the bayonet. '

The onslaught of the Highlanders fell heavy upon
Barrel’s and Munro’s regiments, between which were two
guns stationed, but that was the only part of the line they
reached ; the fearful discharges of grape from our guns
preventing their advancing nearer than a hundred yards.
At that distance, however, they did great damage with
their pistols. The only casualties in the artillery were
one gunner and five mattrosses wounded. These, it is
supposed, were attached to the guns between Barrel’s and
Munro’s regiments.

The result of the battle of Culloden is well known : the
enemy was dispersed, and the rebellion at an end.

An expedition against Port L’Orient, in Brittany (the
land forces being commanded by Lieut.-General St. Clair),
sailed from Plymouth on the 14th September. The whole
of this undertaking was ‘miserably mismanaged, both
soldiers and sailors being in a condition of the loosest dis-
cipline, and the sole result was the burning of some villages,
wﬁich was a disgrace rather. than a glory to England. The
Ordnance Department was in dreadful confasion. Captain
Chalmers and his company of artillery were put under
the orders of Mr. Thomas strong, the engineer of the
force, a person who had never seen service of any kind*
(and who was at the time extremely afflicted with the
gout) ; the evil consequences of which may be easily ima-
gined, it being very improbable that Captain Chalmers
would like to take orders from a civilian. There were no
horses to draw the guns, and neither the general nor any
of his officers had a map, or knew anything of the country
they were about to invade.

ter wasting two or three days in summoning councils
of war and attempting to parley with the enemy, the siege
was opened on the morning of the 25th.

On the following afternoon Captain Chalmers reported
there were no carcasses or bombs left, and only 150 shot

* Armstrong died on the 27th March, 1758, having never been
on any expedition excepting this to the coast of France. The En-
gineers were not commissioned until 1757,
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" remaining; and that he was positive he could not breach

" the defences of L'Orient at the distance the battery was
placed. Accordingly on the 27th the siege was raised, and
after setting fire to the villages around the port, the army
re-embarked and returned to England.

Two companies returned to Flanders, and on this occa-
sion the artillery were for the first time divided among the
infantry ; two guns, commanded by a lieutenant, being,
with a sub-division of the companies, attached to eac
regiment, and encamped with it.

n 1747 three companies were added to the regiment,
the recruits being, for the most part, men who had been
discharged from the cavalry. From this period the regimens
improved in appearance and in the size of the men, neither
of which had Kltherto been much attended to.

Two more companies were sent to Flanders this year,
making a total of five. These were under the command
of Lieut.-Colonel Belford and Major Borgard Mitchelson,
officers to whom the Royal Artillery is much_ indebted.

, Their zeal and diligence and their influence during the
campaign in Flanders (1747.8) caused the corps to become
a recognised body, instead of being looked upon as an
auxiliary to the army. By them the regiment was taught
the use of small arms and the cdmmon drills and exercises
of the infantry, and at the end of the war it began to bear
a regular m?itary appearance. Great attention was also
peid to good order and strict discipline, matters that had
been hitherto completely overlooked.

Colonel Belford succeeded to the command of the regi-
ment on the death of Borgard in 1751. He never retired,
but remained actively employed till his’death, which took
place on the 1st July, 1780.

The mob, which at this time, under the pretence of
religion, did all in their power to ruin the country by
trying to lay its capital and its bank in ashes, meant also
to release the convicts and destroy at once the ordnance of
Britain b{ burning the Warren. General Belford had
made such dispositions that 40,000 men could not have
forced the Arsenal. This important service and despatch-
ing trains of artillery to the different camps kept him on
horseback day and night. Such extraordinary fatigue,
such unremitting application burst a blood-vessel in his
lungs, and brought on a fever which carried him off in a
few days. He was seventy years of age, and had taken
part in some of the most remarkable events of the
eighteenth century, having served his country for upwards
of fifty years. He was with Admiral Vernon at &u‘tha-
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on the 24th April, 1796, aged eighty-four years, having
been three times commandant of Woolwich garrison. He
was a little man, very attentive to duty, but (probably from
a sense of his humble origin, of which he was proud) very
reserved, neyer mixing with the families of the younger
officers who had been educated at the Academy. An
anecdote is related of him, that on one occasion, while he
was commandant, he was entering the Warren,* when the
guard turned out, presented arms, and the drummer beat
two ruffles ; little Brome ran up in great displeasure to
the drummer, and upbraiding him for his inefficiency in
the art of drumming, snatched the drum away, passed the
suspending belt over his own neck, and began to rattle
away in a very superior style, - Finishing with the two
ruffles, he exclaimed—* There, you young dog, that’s the
way I used to beat the drum when lywas a drummer.”
1761 an expedition under Admiral Keppel embarked
for the reduction of Belleisle. The troops were commanded
by Major-General Hodgson, and the artillery (three com-
panies) by Lieut.-Colonel Desaguliers. Our batteries
opened on the 2nd May, and on the 13th the outer defences
were assaulted and taken, the enemy retiring into the
citadel. On the 16th new batteries were completed, and
the citadel was instantly played upon by forty mortars, ten
howitzers, and forty guns of diﬂ%rent calibre, while the .
field-guns were occasionally employed to fire ricochet to
clear the enemy’s works. On the night of the 20th one of
our shells entered a small place in the citadel, made a great
explosion, and drove some of the stones into the town with
such force that one man was killed and several wounded.
The breach began to appear considerable on the 25th, and
by the 7th June was large enough to justify an assault.

This was prevented, however, by the enemy, who sur-
rendered the citadel on that day, the British taking pos-
session on the 8th. The island remained in the possession
of the British until the peace of the following year, when
it was given up in exchange for Minorca.

Colonel Desaguliers was remarkable for his scientific
attainments, particularly in the art of war.

In the autumn of 1773, George III. made a special visit
to Woolwich tosee the effect of some curious smoke-balls
invented by General Desaguliers, the intention of which,
as exemplified in a mock engagement, was to cover an

* The Arsenal, which was originally a rabbit warren. It was
<called ‘‘the Warren’ until June, 1805, when, by order of
George II1., it was named the Royal Arsenal. g

(o}
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assailing body when repulsed from a strong position,
and thus prevent the enemy from availing themselves of
the consequent confusion.

The tangent scale, originally called the Desaguliers, was
the invention of this officer.

On the death of Colonel Mitchelson in 1762, Desaguliers
was appointed colonel-commandant of the second battalion,
still retaining the appointment of chief firemaster, which
he had held since 1748. He died (lieut.-general) at London,
on the 1st March, 1780.

A large body of British troops embarked for the con-
tinent in August, 1758, to co-operate with the allied
Hanoverians and Hessians in expelling the French from
Germany. Captain Phillips, six lieutenants, and one hun-
dred and twenty non-commissioned officers and men were
the only artillerymen who accompanied this force ; but in
March following a company and a half was sent over to
Germany, and a regular brigade of artillery was esta-
blished, consisting of three companies under Captains
Macbean,* Drummond,t and Foy,f—the whole under
Captain Phillips.

&’ith the exception of the battles of Minden and War-
bourg, the history of this campaign is nothing more than
an uninteresting narrative of field manceuvres and unde-
cisive battles of rare occurrence, which led to nothing.

At the battle of Minden (18t August, 1759) the British
artillery covered themselves with gi')]ry.

About seven o’clock A.M, the French began to fire from a
battery which raked our column of artillery on its march.
The battery erected under the care of Count dg la Lippe
de Buckebourg, dgrandmnster of the artillery, cohtributed

eatly to decide the fortune of the day, he having by
that battery totally extinguished the fire of the enemy’s
batteries on their right, and made at the same time great
havoc among the Swiss and Grenadiers de France. About
nine o’clock the enemy began to give way, a general con-
fusion followed, and about ten the whole of the French

army fled in disorder.

Some of the French regiments retired into the old camp,
but the British artillery quickly dislodged them, and they
were obliged to retire beyond the hills. In the general

* Died at Woolwich, November 11, 1800: Lieut.-General and
Col.-Commandant of the Invalid Battalion.

+ Died at Woolwich, June 27, 1805: Lieut.-General and
Commandant of the Field Train Department.

I Died in Canada, April 27, 1779 : Secretary to General
Haldimand.
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Je died on the 18th June, 1817 (aged eighty), having
yeen commandant of Woolwich garrison for twenty
rears.

At the battle of Warbourg (31st July, 1760), Captain
Phillips brought up the English artillery at a gallop (at
hat time an unprecedented occurrence, and considered
iomething wonderful), and seconded the attack in a sur-
orising manner, having by a severe cannonade obliged
ihose of the enemy who were formed upon the other side
>f the river Dymel to retire with the greatest precipita-
ion. Two more companies joined the allied army in the
sourse of the year, and served at Wilhelmstall, &ec.

Peace being concluded in November, 1762, in the
‘ollowing January the artille? marched through Holland
0 Williamstadt and embarked for England.

During the next twenty years our military operations
were principally confined to America, the noble defence of
Fibraltar being the only event of any consequence which
salled for the services of our troops in Europe. (See
shapters ii. and iii.) .

In 1781, however, the enemy attacked us on our own
thores, a body of the French having landed in Jersey
lurinﬁ the night of the 5th January. They entered the
rapital by surprise before daybreak, and made the gover-
ror, Major Moses Corbet, prisoner in a few minutes.
Je wou{d at once have surrendered the island, but Major
2ierson, the second in command, as well as all the subordi-
1ate officers, determined to defend it to the last. The enemy
oon made,Captain Charlton, of the Royal Artillery, and
ome townspeople prisoners ; theﬁ were tied together with
opes and dragged before M. de Rallecourt, the colonel in
ommand of the French, who, when Captain Charlton
complained of his treatment as an officer, at once ordered
1im to be unbound. The capitulation was drawn up, all
he prisoners, however, refusing to sign it. The governor,
ndeed, gave way after various threats, but the officers in
he fortress were resolute in their refusal. A body of the
nemy advancing to attack the castle, two shots were fired:
+t them, which killed two men and wounded an officer, and
ompelled them to retire.

In the meantime Major Pierson made the necessary
rrangements for attacking the enemy in the town. The
ttdking party was formed into two columns; a howitzer
7as attached to the first, and a six-pounder to the second,
thich Lieutenant Crozier, of the Invalid Artillery, re-
uested leave to superintend. This service he performed
7ith great judgment, coolness, and intrepidity ; and was.
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Bisby Lambert fell one of the many victims to disease on
the 23rd December, 1781.

‘When the garrison surrendered, Captain Jacob Schalch*
was the senior officer of the Royal Artillery. Perhaps a
more noble or a more tragical scene was never exhibited
than that of the march of the garrison of Port Phillip
through the Spanish and French armies.

It consisted of no more than 600 old, decrepit soldiers,
200 seamen, 125 of the Royal Artillery, 20 Corsicans, and
25 Greeks. The two armies, consisting of 14,000 men, were
drawn up in two lines, and as the noﬁle little force passed
through them, many of the foreign officers and soldiers
shed tears at the emaciated appearance of our men, who,
when they had passed through, laid down their arms—their
commander, the brave old General Murray, declaring
*“ they had surrendered them to God alone.”

CHAPTER II.
¢ Scattered were they . . . .

PFrom the cold lakes of the north to the sultry southern
savannahs,

From the black shores of the sea to the lands where the Father
of Waters

Seizes the hills in his hands, and drags them down to the

. ocean,” LorareLLOW.

AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES, 1741—1782,

CARTHAGENA, 1741—PoRT DU QUESNE, 1755—LouisBoure, 1758
—QUEBEO—GUADALOUPE, 1759—CAPTURE OF CANADA, 1760—
COLONEL WILLIAMSON — WEST INDIES — NEWFOUNDLAND —
HAVANNAH, 1762—REVOLUTIONARY WAR—BUNKER'S HILL—
DEFENCE OF QUEBEC—SERGEANT HAIGH—CAMPAIGNS OF 1776
—ATTACK ON CHARLESTOWN—OOLONEL JAMES, 1777—BuUR-
GOYNE'S ARMY—DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT OF THE ARTILLERY
AT SARATOGA— PHILADELPHIA—CAPTAIN DOWNMAN—BRIGADIER
CLEAVELAND — 1778 : RETREAT FROM PHILADELPHIA — SIR
ANTHONY FARRINGTON—SIEGE OF NEWPORT—SAVANNAH—I1779 :
GEORGIA—VIRGINIA—STONY POINT—1780: SIEGE OF OHARLES-
TOWN — CAMDEN — GENERAL PATTISON — 1781 : VIRGINIA —
DEATH OF GENERAL PHILLIPS—BATTLE OF GUILFORD—WEST
@NDIES—PENSACOLA—YORETOWN—CANADA.

TaE first service of the Royal Artillery in the New World
was at the siege and capture of Carthagena in 1741.

* Died at Plymouth, December 13, 1788.

Y
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Their conduct here, as on all other occasions, reflected
great credit on themselves and the army generally, though
they had to deplore the loss of their commanding officer,
Colonel Jonas Watson—an officer who had distinguished
himself in Flanders and at the defence of Gibraltar (1727).

A company was sent to Newfoundland in 1743, and
another t‘;rmed part of the garrison of Louisbourg from
1745 till the peace of 1748, when it was sent to Nova
Scotia. On the breaking out of the war in 1754, the
following instructions were issued to the commander-in-
chief, General Braddock, preparatory to his embarking
for America:—* You are to take under your command as
many as you think necessary of the two companies of
artillery that are in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, as
soon as the season will allow, taking care to leave enough
to defend the last of these places.”

Fifty men under Captain Ord were all that could be
conveniently spared from these garrisons; all of whom,
with the exception of a small detachment which had
been sent against Niagara under General Shirley, were
cut to pieces at the battle near Fort du Quesne, on
the 9th July, 1755. Captain Ord survived to return
with the remnant of his detachment (the first of the
corps that served in America), and in after years he
was appointed colonel-commandant of the first battalion
of the regiment sent to that continent.* Two companies
under Colonel George Williamson embarked in February,
1757, for service in the western hemisphere, and they were
enga%ed at the siege and capture of Louisbourg in 1758.
Reinforced by detachments from England, they formed part
of the army under General Wolfe, which was assembled
in the roadstead of Louisbourg in June, 1759. They
rendered great service at the Isle of Orleans, but at the
great battle on the fplz).im; of Abraham (13th September)
there were but fifty artillerymen and one gun (com-
manded by Capt.-Lieut. Yorke),t the remainder being
encamped on the Point of Levi in readiness to bombard

‘Quebec across the river. This gun played with great
success on the enemy’s columns, and obliged the French
general more than once to make alterations in the dis-
position of his forces. When the garrison of Quebec sur-
rendered on the 18th, the detachment of the Royal Artil-
lery, with their gun and three companies of grenadid®s,

* The fourth battalion, established in 1791, Colonel Ord died
at Bath, April 18, 1777.
+ Died at Lisbon, July, 1767.
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under Lieut.-Colonel Murray, marched into and took pos-
session of the upper town, hoisting British colours on the
most conspicuous part of the fortification.

Eleanor Job, the wife of a gunner of the Royal Artillery,
accompanied her husband through this eampaign, and was
attached to the army as principal nurse in what was called
“the flying hospital.”

Her intrepidity and humanity were equally proverbial
with the army, for she was often known to rush forward
at the cannon’s mouth on the field of battle to assist in
the dressing of the wounded soldiers, by whom she_ was
held in such regard that she was familiarly known among
them by the name of * Good Mother Jbb.”

At the battle on the plains of Abraham she was parti-
cularly conspicuous in her heroic exertions to save the
wounded. When General Wolfe was killed, she was the
person selected to prepare his remains for embalmment.

Her husband having been killed in battle, she returned
to her native country, without any adequate provision for
her support, and for fifty years sﬁe lived as a pauper in
the parish of St. Giles’s, where she died on thel{7 th Sep-
tember, 1823, at the advanced age of one hundred and five
years.

Previous to the capture of Quebec, a force under General
Ambherst, including 111 of the Royal Artillery under Major
Ord, was sent against Ticonderago and Crown Point. The
services rendered by Major Ord in the construction of a
raft to carry the heavy ordnance for this expedition are
worthy of mention.

A company under Major S. Cleaveland served at Guada-
loupe during the struggle for that island in 1759, and
with the 63rd regiment garrisoned the citadel of Basse-
terre after its capture. The French, who were not ex-
pelled from the island, kept them in constant expectation
of an attack by approaching the citadel in considerable
bodies, and sometimes even firing into it.

In order to repel these attacks, Lieut.-Colonel Desbrisay,
the governor, ordered the guns to be fired whenever the
enemy appeared in force; and to be the more ready for
this service, he caused two barrels of gunpowder to be put
into the stone sentry-box in the angle of a bastion, to be
near at hand when there was occasion to fire the cannon.
TH®se barrels, unluckily, had not been properly covered
over; and the enemy appearing in a large body, the
overnor ordered some guns to be fired at them, when a
ew sparks from the wadding of one of the guns were
observed to blow towards the sentry-box where the powder
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was postponed till the 17th, when the army moved on and
soon came up to the enemy’s vessel, which was endeavour-
ing to escape up the river. ColonelWilliamson, with the five
galleys, immediately made towards her. She cannonaded
them with great briskness as they advanced. When the
galleys got to the proper distance for engaging, the wind
died away ; this was of great advantage to them, as they
were thereby enabled to direct their fire with greater
exactness.

Colonel Williamson was rowed in a small boat to the
different galleys, and directed the attack. After an action
of two hours and a quarter, the vessel struck, and was im-
mediately taken possession of by a party of 300 men. She
wag called the Oftawa ; mounted one 18-pounder, seven
12-pounders, and two 8-pounders ; and had on board 100
men, commanded by M. la Broquerie. The galleys fired
118rounds ; the brigfired 72. The British had a sergeant
of the Royal Artillery killed and a private wouunded ; the
enemy had 3 killed and 12 wounded.

The general was so pleased with the conduct of Colonel
‘Williamson and the Royal Artillery on this occasion that
he named the prize the Williamson. The army advanced,
and on the 19th laid siege to Fort Levis,* which surren-
dered on the 25th.

On the 6th Se‘ptember the army reached Montreal, and
in the course of the day got up two 12-pounders, five
ﬁ}pounders, and five 3-pounders (field-guns). The services
of these guns were not required, however, for General
Ambherst, being joined by General Murray and Colonel
Haviland, had a force of about 10,000 men under his
command, with which he completely invested the town ;
and upon sending in his demands they were complied with
by the Marquis de Vandre, the French commandant.

us, on the 8th September, 1760, not only Montreal, but
the whole province of Canada passed into the hands of the
British.

The active service of Colonel George Williamson was
now ended. On the formation of the third battalion in
1759, he was appointed colonel-commandant; in 1762 he
was promoted to major-general, and in 1772 to lieutenant-
general. He died at Woolwich, on the 11th November,
1781, aged seventy-seven years.

There were now ten companies of the Royal Artillery in
America, including one at Newfoundland. Two of these,

* Situated on Isle Royale, a small island in the River St.
Lawrence, eighty-two miles from Montreal.

-
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tenant Bossom were also killed, and Captain Goreham and
Lieutenant Benjamin died of wounds. Major Ferron was
one of the many victims to the disease which prevailed
among the troops during this remarkable siege.

On the 3rd November a general peace was signed
between England, France, and Spain; by the terms of
which (of the conquests made in the West) we retained
Canada, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, Tobago, Do-
minica, St. Vincent, and Grenada; restoring Martinique,
St. Lucia, and two other islands to the French, and ex-
changing Havannah for Florida with the Spaniards.

On the night between the 18th and 19th April, 1775, the
first shots were fired by the American colonists in defence
of their liberties. The fire being returned by the English
goldiers, a sharp engagement ensued, and the great event
of the eighteenth century—the American Revolutionary
‘War—had commenced. %his affair took place at Lexing-
ton, a village of Massachusetts, eleven miles from Boston,
and warlike preparations were immediately commenced at
the last-named town.

A battery was thrown up on Cope’s Hill (an eminence
commanding the river and the peninsula of Charlestown),
for the security of such of the king’s ships as miglliz be
required in the river. Lieut.-Col. James, of the Royal
Artillery, superintended this work; when finished it was
mounted with six 24-pounders from the line-of-battle ships,
and called ““ the Admiral’s Battery.”

From the day on which the skirmish at Lexington hap-
pened all intercourse between the country and the garrison
-of Boston was cut off, and the town was completely blocked
up on the land side. -

On the 27th May an affair took place' between H.M.’s
schooner Diana and the Americans; during which the
vessel was becalmed, and the enemy brought 2000 men,
with field-pieces, against her. General Gage sent two of
our guns to the island facing the enemy, but it was impos-
sible to give the schooner any effectual aid; and the
following morning she was abandoned by her crew, who
were taken on board the Britannia armed sloop, which had
been sent to their assistance.

After this disagreeable affair, the great utility of the
battery erected by the admiral on Cope’s Hill was dis-
covered. The Royal Artillery were or«f:ated to take pos-
session of it, and to arm it with some of their own guns,—
those belonging to the men-of-war having been returned: -
on board ; and as this defence was now considered of some
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importance, it lost its former name, and obtained that of
“ Cope’s Hill Battery.”

At daybreak on the 17th June, the garrison of Boston was
alarmed by a heavy cannonade from H.M.’s ship Lively,
which proceeded from the enemy having taken possession
of Bunker’s Hill—a height on the peninsula of Charles-
town, and which during the preceding night they had
fortified with the greatest diligence. They were discovered
in the morning erecting a battery to play on the shipping
and town of Boston, when General Gage immediately re-
solved to attack, and, if possible, dislodge them.

At nine in the morning, the Glasgow frigate, and a
battery of six pieces of heavy ordnance and some howitzers
from Cope’s Hill opened on the rebels. Shortly after-
wards about five regiments of infantry, and Buchanan’s
and Farrington’s companies of the Royal Artillery with
field-pieces, were hastily embarked, and landed about
noon on Charlestown Point, without opposition, under the
})rotection of the ships of war, and some flat-bottomed

ighters with a 12-£ounder in each end, served by the
Royal Artillery under Colonel James. The latter were
engaged during the day in firing across Charlestown Neck,
with a view not only to prevent the enemy from marching
fresh forces over the isthmus during the action, but also to
annoy those who were routed, or to prevent their escape.

The rebels onthe heights were in great force and strongly

osted. Their centre and left flank were covered. by a
greastwork, part of which was cannon-proof; these works
reached from the left of their redoubt to the Medford
river. About half-past three o’clock the attack was begun
by a brisk cannonade from the British artillery, the first
and second lines of infantry advancing slowly, and
frequently halting to give time for the artillery to fire with
more effect. The infantry now rushed on to assault the
breastwork ; but the rebels did not return a shot until the
assailants were very near, when they poured in a heavy
and incessant fire upon them. For some time they with-
stood this, but their loss of officers and men becoming very

eat, the troops recoiled and fell into disorder. Captain
gl.. O. Huddlestone,* Captain John Lemoine,} Lieutenant
A. Shuttleworth,f Mr. Unance (a volunteer with the

* Died at Woolwich (major-general), February 13, 1814, aged 77.
+ Died at Woolwich (colonel), December 23, 1801.
+ Invalided as major, 1795. Died at Huthergage Hall, near
Sheffield, July 9, 1833.
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driving the Americans from that colony, and invading the
rebel provinces from the northward. Six companies of
the Royal Artillery, under Majors David Ha{ and Griffith
‘Williams, Captaings John Carter, Ellis Walker, Thomas
Jones, and William Borthwick, the whole commanded by
Major-General Phillips, formed part of this army.

here was a great deal of manceuvring, but not much
severe fighting, in 1776. Charlestown was attacked by Sir
Peter Parker and General Clinton in Jgne; and in Sep-
tember, Howe compelled Washington to evacuate New
York, and followed him up as far as the Delaware, which
was crossed by the Americans in the middle of December.
The attack on Charlestown was directed by Colonel James,
R.A., who threw some shells at the fort from the Z%hunder
bomb. Perceiving that she was placed at too great a
distance to be of any service, Colonel James endeavoured to
remedy the defect by ordering an additional quantity of
powder to each mortar. By this means a few shells reached
the fort; but the recoil of the mortars was so much in-
creased that their beds broke down and the vessel became
useless for the rest of the day. .

This was the last occasion on which Colonel Thomas
James commanded the Royal Artiller{v) ainst an enemy.
Having been actively engaged at Gibraltar, on the Con-
tinent, in America, and elsewhere for upwards of fort
years, he was appointed, on the death of General Belford,
colonel-commandant of the 1st battalion. He entered
the regiment as a private in August, 1737, and died, holding
ti];e é'ank of afield-officer, at Blackheath, on the 6th March,

82. L.

The attack was a failure, and the trooials joined the main
body under Howe at Sandy Hook. Lieut. William K.
Lovel* and a sergeant of the Royal Artillery were killed
in the engagement at Long Island on the 27th August.
The entire casualties in the regiment during the campaign
of 1776 were only one officer, two sergeants, five r: and
file killed, one sergeant and seven rank and file wounded.
Of these one sergeant and three privates were drowned in
the East River by the oversetting of a boat on the 12th
October ; the others received their wounds at Long Island,
Brunk’s River, and Fort Washington.

Seldom has Montreal witnessed a scene of higher excite-
ment or more warlike bustle than was presented to the eyes
of its inhabitants on the morning of the 8th of June, 1777.

* Lieutenant Lovel enlisted in the R.A. in October, 1755, and
received his commission but a few months before his death.
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ing destroyed, but most of the brave gunners, who
usual, under the conduct of Major Williams, dis-
the utmost skill and ability in their profession,
r with the most undaunted resolution, being all
illed or dangerously wounded, and Major Williams*
risoner.

iin Blomefield, R.A., who served as aide-de-camp
'ral Phillips, received a severe wound in the face
musket-ball.

other batteries behaved with equal gallantry; the
‘aptain Jones, who was unfortunately killed while
ng his guns from the assaults of the enemy, was,
8 brigade, particularly distinguished.

artillery of Frazer’s division was commanded by
. Ellis Walker,t whose conduct throughout the
8 borne testimony to by his commanding officer in
>wing despatch :—

consequence of theedeath' of Brigadier-General

the command of the advanced corps of General

ne'’s army devolved on me; and it is with pleasure

wledge the defence of my post in that action was

illy owing to the conduct of Captain Ellis Walker

brigade of Royal Artillery, and their services on
sning deserve every encomium that I can bestow.
‘ Earl of Barcarrrs, Colonel.”

gh this action terminated in favour of the British,
«ericans quitted the field in a most orderly manner,
ve Burgoyne no further hopes of proceeding.
1ant Howarth, R.A., was wounded and taken pri-
and among the men Corporal David Mannings,
+dier James Dempster, Mattrosses George Fairgreve,
Price, John Powell, and Drummer Francis Harris,
led; Corporal John Grant, Bombardiers GeorgeY eats-
lliam Whiloe, Mattrosses John Goldie and William
ws received wounds, from the effects of which the
rds died ; Gunner John Bell lost the use of his left
ough a bullet lodging in his shoulder, and Mattross
1 Froude was shot through'the right hand.
enant Molesworth Clieland was iilled during the
m Skeenborough on the 6th July. This was one of

died at Woolwich, March 18, 1790, aged sixty-eight.

the death of Major-General Benjamin Stehelin, Lieut.-
 of Gentlemen Cadets, Walker became colonel-com-
of the 3rd battalion. He died a general, at Chelsea, on.
March, 1820, aged eighty.
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the places the Americans evacuated (after a slight defence)
during the advance of Burgoyne’s army.

Burgoyne now made preparations for a retreat, but in a
few days he found himself completely surrounded by the
Americans, and on the 15th October surrendered himself
and the whole of his army as prisoners of war.

‘Washington having established his winter quarters in
the Jerseys, whither ﬁe had been followed by a brigade of
the British under Earl Cornwallis, frequent skirmishes
took place between the outposts and foraging Earties ; and
on one occasion, at Amboy, a gun was brought into Pl'i?
%y the British, and its commander, Lieutenant .

esaguliers, was killed.

In July General Howe left New York with an army,
including Brigadier-General Cleaveland and six companies
of the Royal Artillery, under Captains Farrington, Traille,
‘Williamson, Stundi:ﬁ, Rochfort, and Stewart,* and after
sailing about the coast for nearly two months, landed on
the northern shore of the Elk river, and proceeded towards
Philadelphia. On the 11th September he came up with
the main body of Washington's army at Brandywine, and
after a short battle the Americans fled in confusion, having
ost 1300 men—300 killed, 600 wounded, and 400 prisoners.
The Royal Artillery had five men killed in this action ;
Lieutenant Alexander Shand,t two sergeants, and nine
rank and file wounded. On the 27th September the
British entered Philadelphia, but left the main body of
the army at Germantown, ten miles distant. General
Howe immediately gave orders for the erection of three
batteries to act against any of the enemy’s shipping that
might approach the town.

hese gatteries were not finished when two frigates and
a number of small armed vessels came up and attacked
them. The largest frigate, named the Delaware, anchored
within five hundred yards of the battery, the other vessels
taking their respective stations as they could bring their
guns to bear. About ten in the morning they began a
heavy cannonade upon the town as well as the battery, but
the tide ebbing, the Dejaware grounded ; upon which four
guns, which had been brought to bear upon her, did such
execution that in a short time she struck her colours, and
was boarded and taken by the marines.

Cleaveland, who attended the batteries in person, seeing

* John Stewart was appointed colonel-commandant of the 7th
battalion on its formation in 1803. Died at Southampton, January
12, 1807.

’ + Colonel, 1800. Died at Aberdeen, April 7,1803.
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the effect of these guns upon the Delaware, turned the
direction of his fire to the smaller vessels, and forced alb
of them, except a schooner that was disabled and driven
on shore, to return to their former stations under the
protection of the fort.

Lieutenant George Wilson, who commanded one of the
guns engaged with the frigate, having left his post for the
purpose of communicating with General Cleaveland, was
tried for cowardice. He was honourably acquitted, how-
ever, but received a reprimand for leaving the gun.

On the 4th October Washington attacked Germantown,
but after a sharp engagement was compelled to fall back
on his camp at Shippach, a distance of twenty miles.

Lieutenant James Frost* and fourteen men of the Royal
Artillery were wounded on this occasion. On the 21st
October a detachment of 12,000 Hessians, under Count
Donop, attacked the American fort at Red Bank, and were
repulsed with great loss. The only British officer present
on this occasion was' Captain Francis Downman, R.A.
This distinguished officer. served on the coast of France in
1758, at St. Malo, Cherbourg, &c., and commanded the
only two guns that were on shore at Fort Cas. He served
in the West Indies from 1758 to 1763, at the captures of
Martinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Domingo; and after the
capture of Pensacola in 1764 (at which he was present) he-
remained there three years. After distinguishing himself
on various occasions during the American Revolution,
he served again in the West Indies in 1778, at St. Lucia
and Grenada. He died at West Maling, Kent, on the
16th August, 1825.

Colonel Ord havingbdied in the early part of 1777, the
command of the 4th battalion devolved on Colonel
James DPattison, who immediately went to America
and assumed that active command which his pre-
decessor had (through illness) been incapable of retain-
ing. Brigadier-General Cleaveland, who had directed the
operations of the artillery in the absence of Colonel Ord,
now returned to England. This officer, who had served
in all the active operations in the West since 1762, was
aypointed colonel-commandant of the 3rd battalion in
1781, and died at Lymington on the 28th August, 1794.

Colonel Pattison, with his staff-officers S. P. Adyet and
Edward Williams,} joined the army at Philadg}phia on the-
26th November.

* Died at Woolwich, April 27, 1783.
+ Died at Jersey, March 24, 1794.
+ Died in London, January 16, 1798.
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Howe’s army now settled down at Philadelphia, and,
excepting the affair at White Marsh on the 5th December,
remained peacefully in their quarters during the whole of
the winter. There were now eight companies of the Royal
Artillery with this army. Two of these were T)mrtered
in the public school-house, another in an adjacent building,
and the remaining five with the head-quarters of the regi-
ment in the State House.

It was in the State House that the Declaration of
Independence was adopted by the American Congress, on
the 4th July, 1776, an(i) was publicly proclaimed from the
steps the same day. :

portion of tlZe step upon which Washington stood
on this occasion is still preserved as a relic by the
Americans. .

From the commencement of this rebellion the American
cause had received the sympathy of France. Jealous of
British power, and hating the British nation, she. had
watched the Jxrogress of events with evident satisfaction.
Burgoyne's defeat, establishing as it did the supremacy of
the rebel arms, was the signal for war on the part of the
French, and on the 6th February, 1778, a treaty of alliance
between France and America was signed at Paris. Vast
fleets were immediately fitted out,—one of them, under
D’Estaing, proceeding at once to the assistance of the
Americans.

In May, 1778, Sir W. Howe left the army, and General
Clinton succeeded to the command.

As the French fleet was daily expected, it was thought
advisable to withdraw the army from Philadelphia to New
York, and accordingly on the 18th June the former city
was evacuated. Washington lost no time in following up
the British, and on the 28th a portion of his army came
up with them at Freehold, in New Jersey ; here, however,
having been driven back by the infantry, and sustained a
severe cannonading from four batteries (under Captains
Williamson, Standish, Scott, and Shand), they made a
halt, and suffered the British to proceed to New York
without further molestation. Lieut. T. L. Vaughan, R.A.,
was killed in this action. The alliance of the French and
Americans having rendered Halifax of more importance,
Captain Farrington’s company was sent to that station;
three non-commissioned officers and twenty-five men under
Lieut. Gillespie* being the only artillerymen in that gar-
rison since 1775. ‘

* Lieut. Robert Gillespie died at Weatherstone, in Essex,
November 19, 1790.
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embark and act in conjunction with the troops already
landed,—himself commanding the whole, and directing the-
attack. The enemy abandoned his works on the heights.
of Stoney Point directly our troops landed, and after a
bombardment of two days Fort La Fayette, the principal
work on Verplanks, ‘capitulatetl,—the garrison surrender-
ing themselves prisoners of war. Leaving garrisons in
these newly-captured works, Clinton returned to New

York.

Caitain Traille commanded the artillery at Stoney Point,
and Lieutenant Douglas at Verplanks. On the night of
the 15th July the Americans succeeded in surprising the
garrison at Stoney Point, and after a short struggle be-
came masters of the place, the British being compelled to-
surrender themselves prisoners of war.

Captain Traille, R.A., had that morning left Stoney
Point on account of his health, and the command of the-
Royal Artillery fell upon Captain Tiffin,* who, with
Lieutenant Horndont and his men, was captured by the
Americans. Lieutenant John Roberts} ran to the shore,
and plunging into the river, swam to the Pulture sloop-of-
war (distant about a mile), and thus escaped the fate of his.
companions.

The Americans at once commenced firing across the
river, as Clinton had done, into Fort La Fayette ; while
another force invested it on the land side. Lieutenant-
Colonel Webster, the commandant, directed Lieutenant
Douglas to keep his men at their post, but not to return
the enemy’s fire. By this conduct the Americans were
induced to believe the garrison was destitute of guns, and
therefore put their own into a galley to be transported up
the river. No sooner had the Americans shipped their
guns than Lieutenant Douglas opened upon the galley an
18-pounder—the only piece of heavy ordnance in the
fort ; and his shot was so well aimed, and raked the galley
with such effect, that to prevent her sinking the crew ran
her ashore, and there set her on fire. In the meantime
Clinton despatched a relieving force, and the Americans
no sooner saw the transports than they retreated. Lieu-
tenant Robert Douglas§ received the special thanks of

* Invalided in 1782 ; died at Reading, August 30, 1794.
*+ Resigned in November, 1800.
1 Died in Barbadoes, November 6, 1793.

§ This officer was appointed commandant of the corps of artil-
lery drivers on their establishment in 1795, and retained the
appointment until the breaking up of the corps in 1817. He died
at Woolwich, April 4, 1827, aged seventy-three.
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not being complied with, the battewies were opened, and
80 destructive a fire poured into the city that it surrendered
on the 11th, and the whole garrison, amounting to upwards
of six thousand men, were made prisoners. An unfortunate
accident happened a few days after the surrender of
Charlestown tﬁmt greatly increased our loss. A storehouse,
in which there were thirty barrels of powder, was appointed
for the reception of the rebel arms, and many of the drivers
and others being employed to throw them in, it is supposed
“that one of the muskets was loaded, and went off, as the
magazine blew up. By this sad catastrophe Captain Col-
lins, Lieutenant Gordon, and fourteen men of the Royal
Artillery, besides eleven artificers and other soldiers, lost
their lives, and several were badly wounded.

The next affair of any consequence that happened this
year was the victory of Camden, which Lord Cornwallis,
with 2000 men, achieved over Gates’s army of 6000 (16th
August).

The British had but four guns in the field, manned b
two sergeants and fifteen ranﬁu and file of the Royal Artil-
lery, and commanded by two lieutenants—one of whom,
‘William Marquois, was severely wounded, and died from

. the effects of his wounds on the 15th October following.
Major-General Pattison, worn out with continued service,.
and] bowed down by years, felt himself unable to retain his
command, and on the 1st Septeinber, 1780, he left New
York for England, being accompanied to the water-side
by Sir H. Clinton and his staff.

General James Pattison was born in 1723. He re-
ceived his commission as lieut.-fireworker in the Royal
Artillery on the 1st April, 1740, and advanced a step in
promotion each year till he was awminted captuin-rieu-
tenant, which rank he retained till 1747, from which
time he was ever prominent as a commanding officer of
artillery.

On the coast of France, in Portugal, and in America he
appeared as a warrior ; while in 1769 he was employed at
Vpenice superintending the organization of the Italian
artillery.

He was the originator of many inventions useful in
his profession, among which may be mentioned a light’
piece of artillery, constructed on a most convenient plan,
80 that both the gun and carriage might be transported on
men’s shoulders to places impracticable to the usual modes
of draught.

He was twice commandant of Woolwich garrison, and
was also governor of the Royal Military Academy. He
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into their hands, but not until all the artillerymen were
disabled.

Earl Cornwallis, in his despatch, says, ““No terror could
induce the artillerymen to abandon their guns, and they
were all killed or wounded in defence of them.”

Cornwallis, with his army, now marched and counter-
marched at least twelve thousand miles, through a count:
every Ii:m of which was hostile to his progress ; and wit
invincible patience and firmness surmounted the impedi-
ments which nature had thrown in his way till the 15th
March, when he brought the Americans to an engagement
at Guildford. This was the hottest and most glorious battle
throughout the war. The numbers of the British had been
reduced, by various causes, to 1610 men, which included
but half a company of the Royal Artillery under Lieutenant
John Macleod ;* while the enemy mustered at least 9000.
Notwithstanding this disparity of numbers, the British,
after a hard-fought action, were left masters of the field.
The enemy lost their cannon, and afterwards regained them;
but finally they fell into the hands of the British.

Lord Cornwallis was highly pleased with the conduct of
the Royal Artillery in this action, and became for ever
afterwards the firm friend of Lieutenant Macleod. Lieu-
tenant O’Hara and one gunner were killed, and four men
wounded. Of the remainder of the detachment very few
survived the hardships and fatigues they had undergone in
fording rivers and creeks, dragging the guns through
almost impassable defiles, without tents, and very often
without provisions; all this told fearfully on this brave
band, whose invincible patience manifested their ardent
zeal for the honour and interests of their sovereign and
- country.

Among the victims to fatigue was Lieutenant John
Pritchard, R.A., who died a few weeks after the battle of
Guilford. ’

Though they had suffered many reverses, particularly in
the surrender of Burgoyne's army, the war up to this time
had been in favour of the British. But now the example
of France was followed by Spain; and the Dutch, even,
were induced to join the league against England. The
consequence was that no more troops could be spared
from England for the defence of the colonies, and the army
in America had to cope with the united forces of France,
Spain, and the colonists, as well as to defend the West
India Islands, which were surrounded by fleets of either

* Afterwards Sir John Macleod (see chap. vi.)
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.was proved to be a direct falsehood; for when Lieut.-Col.
Cockburn was tried (at Chelsea Hospital, in 1783) for the
-loss of the island, it was stated by Captain Garstin that
the duty of the men was to remain in the sentry-box as
long as they could distinguish objects at sea, and to return
at gun-fire in the morning. About five o’clock on the
morning of the 26th November, they were called up by
the woman of the house where they lodged (distant about
a hundred yards from their post), who told them that some
soldiers were on the hill, who she supposed were going to
steal her sheep. They at once went up, when they were
made prisoners by the enemy, who was already in posses-
sion ofPthe post. This information was obta\inedy by Captain
Garstin from the French officer who took the men, and
from the old woman of the house. Colonel Cockburn was
-cashiered.

In April, 1781, a Spanish army crossed over from
Havannah and laid siege to Pensacola, which was gar-
tisoned by a small force under Major-General Campbell,
with a detachment of artillery under Captain William
Johnstone* and Lieutenant Edward Wilkinson.t

Both officers and men of the Royal Artillery, together
.with twelve artillerymen of the Waldeck Regiment, were
indefatigable in their exertions, and although they were
incessantly on duty, so far from suffering their spirits to
-sink, they became more animated and zealous in the service
.as the danger of performing it increased.

On the 8th May a shell burst near the door of the ma-
gazine of the advanced redoubt, the powder exploded, and
‘the redoubt was in an instant a heap of rubbish. Two
flank-works of the redoubt still remained entire, and from
these Captain Johnstone and his artillerymen kept u
-such a galling fire upon the enemy, who at once advance
to the assault, that they were repulsed in their first
attempt, while our people carried off all their wounded,
with two howitzers and three guns. The enemy then
brought up their whole army and obliged the British to
:aban%on the advanced works ; and two days afterwards the
.garrison surrendered on honourable terms. The British
troops (about 700, including 32 of the Royal Artillery)
were sent to New York.

The crowning event of the war (which, however, was
favourable to the Americans) was the surrender of Corn-

* Enlisted in the corps as a private in 1752, and died a lieut.-
general (at Plumstead), December 19, 1802.
+ Retired, December, 1785.
E
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to Quebec on the 22nd October, the Royal Artillery (250
strong) had not a man punished ; and though they lived
on salt pork and peas nearly the whole of the four months,
there were never more than four men sick at one time.

The following detail for the month of July, 1778, will
show the duty that had to be performed by the Royal
Artillery in Canada, while their comrades were engaged
with the rebels in the provinces :—

: 2 lieutenants, 74 N.C.
Capt. Borthwick { officers and men } Quebec.

Lieut. J. Barnes* 12 " Montreal.

ss R.Dysart 385 s St. Johns.

s J.Gleniet 19 » Isle aux Noix.

ss C.8.Colleton 8 v Niagara.

,» H.Duvernet} 7 " * Detroit.
o2 |5 gunners &smattrosses§ { o
Corpl. Runsiman 4 » Chambly. -
Bombardier J. 1 Michilima-

Pattison . . . ” } kinac.

—_— 10 » Cadaroquoi.
Gunner C. Cuthbertson. . . . . . . Oswegatchie.

These detachments had of course to be relieved occa-
sionally, and during the passage from one post to another
accidents frequently occurred.

In August, 1779, Lieutenant Colleton was relieved at
Niagara by Lieutenant C. Terrott, and in the following
April he was sent, with Lieutenant Charles Flynn and a
detachment, to reinforce the artillery at Niagara and Carle-
ton Island. Flynn fn'oceeded at once to Carleton (where
he died in 1781), Colleton remaining for a time at Niagara. -
In October he embarked with Mattross James Bell on
board tlie ship Ontario, for passage across the Lake, but
before it had proceeded far the vessel foundered, and all on
board perished,

In 1782 the Royal Artillery in Canada was reinforced
by the companies from New York, and in the followi
year, upon the establishment of peace, two (Abbott’s||

* Died at Bath (major-general), April 30, 1810.
+ To Royal Engineers, 1779.
1 Died ir the West Indies, August 12, 1791.

§ One of these, Mattross Ralph Haynes, was taken prisoner by
& party of scouts from the rebel army.

Il The senior lieutenant of this company was Samuel Rimington,
who was born of humble parents at Burton, Kent, in 1740, and
was in early life apprenticed to a blacksmith, He enliszted as a

E
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Frost’s) were sent to the West Indies, and three (Borth-
wick’s, Barnes’s, and Fage's) returned to England.

CHAPTER IIL

¢ On the Calpean peak mourn not
That Britain’s warriors lie ;
It is a home, that fairy spot,

Holy and high !
- »* * *
There, ramparts of the cincturing wall
Echo the sentry’s tread :

There shell and mortar, gun and ball,
Speak of the dead.”—United Service Jowrnal, 1830.

GIBRALTAR.

SIEGES oF 1727 AND 1780-3 —COLONEL TOVEY—COLONEL LEWIS—
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CUPPAGE—LIEUTENANT KOEHLER, ETC.—
THE MUTINY OF 1802—FEVERS AT GIBRALTAR—ACCIDENTS—
S8IR JOHN SMITH—SIR ROBERT GARDINER, '

IuporTANT a8 the services of the Royal Artillery have
been in all parts of the world, there is no one spot where
their bravery and general conduct have shone 8o con-
spicuousl{ as at Gibraltar.

Upon the final cession of this fortress to Great Britain at
the treaty of Utrecht, 1711, the garrison was reinforced
blf a company of the Royal Artillery, which remained in it
till 1749.

The Spaniards having on several occasions entered into
fruitless negotiations with the English for the surrender
of Gibraltar, resolved once more to besiege it, and early
in 1727 their forces were observed making preparations
for the attack. The garrison accordingly prepared for s
vigorous defence.

mattross in the Roysl Artillery at Maidstone, in January, 1757.
In less than fifteen years he had so far advanced in the regiment
that, on the establishment of the 4th battalion in 1771, he was
presented with a commission a8 second lieutenant. He served
actively till 1802, when, as lieut.-colonel, he was transferred to the
Invalid Battalion. He died at Woolwich, January 23, 1826,
having reached the rank of lieut.-general, and the great age of
eighty-six years.
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On the 22nd February the enemy broke ground by com-
mencing a battery on the western beach, which attracted
the notice of General Clayton, the acting governor of
Gibraltar. He at once communicated with the commander
of the Spanish forces, informing him that, notwithstanding
there had been no declaration of war, if he persisted in
erecting works so near the fortress, necessary measures
would be taken. Receiving an insolent reply, and finding
that the works continued, General Clayton ordered the
.guns gt the old mole and Willis’s batteries to commence
firing. Most of the ordnance in Gibraltar was old and
worn-out, and more casualties occurred during the siege
ifa;rom the bursting of the guns than from the enemy’s

re.

On the 10th March a 32-pounder burst in Britain’s
battery, killing a gunner; and on the 19th a gun burst in
the same battery, which dismounted another and broke a
%%nner's leg. On the 2nd May an 18-pounder burst in

illis’s, and killed the gunner who fired it.

The first officer killed was Captain-Lieutenant Holman,
of the artillery ; he fell in the Royal battery, on Sunday,
5th March.

The Spaniards erected many important works and ap-
proached to within musket-shot of the fortress, but the
garrison being reinforced on several occasions, was not in
the least dismayed.

On the 7th April the Zorbay arrived from England,
bringing two infantry regiments and a detachment of the
Royal Artillery, under Colonel Jonas Watson, who at once
assumed the command of the corps.

During the first week in May, the enemy having com-
pleted four gigantic batteries, armed with the finest brass
artillery, a terrific fire was opened all along the line. So
magnificent was the bombardment—previously unequalled
in the history of artillery—that, * for some time,” says an
eye-witness, * we seemed to live in flames.” For fourteen
days, 700 shots per hour were thrown into the fortress,
and 92 guns and 72 mortars were in constant play.

Though the garrison could only oppose 60 guns to this
formidable armament, the Spaniards were soon compelled
to cease firing. Their brass guns drooped at the muzzle,
and their iron ordnance in many instances burst.

The governor now employed the garrison day and night,
restoring the shattered Eefences and mounting new guns.
‘While the English had thus successfully met the crushing
bombardment (which had been expected to command a
surrender), and were preparing for a final struggle, the
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Spaniards had shot their last bolt, and found themselves
in a position of the greatest difficulty and danger. .

Observing their embarrassment, the governor harassed
them with a fire which almost equalled the terrible bom-
bardment of the enemy. A supply of ammunition oppor-
tunely arrived from England, and by the end of May the
guns of the garrison had gained a complete ascendancy
over the besiegers. '

Another crushing fire being opened from our batteries,
the Spaniards were at last compelled to seek an armistice,
which was granted by the governor on the 23rd June,
though the articles of peace were not signed till the
following March.

The loss sustained by the company of Royal Artillery
during this siege was, one officer and eight men killed ; six-
teen wounded; two died of wounds; one died of sickness.

About six o’clock in the evening of the 4th September,
as the men of the artillery were at work driving fuzes, one
caught fire and set light to the composition ; this commu-
nicating to the powder in the room, the laboratory was at
once blown up, and three men were killed.

Until the middle of the last century, no free market was
established in Gibraltar; the garrison was supplied exclu-
sively by contractors, who were under the orders of the
governor. This system led to gross abuses: the governor
received his provisions gratis, and no person was permitted
to purchase anything until the field officers were served.

he officers of the Royal Artillery were the first to
petition against this injustice. The first petition, dated
August, 1744, entreats Captain Lytton Leslie, command-
ing the company of Royal Artillery, to intercede with the
governor, ““ that he will be }i}eased to allow all persons the
Iiberty to import from Barbary all manner of provisions,
and that they may sell, and that we may buy them, in a
free and open manner.”

This petition was looked upon as a symptom of
mutiny, and treated as such. Fortunately, however, the
affair became known in England, where it was taken
serious notice of.

. Accordingly, when a second memorial was presented,

drawn up by Lieutenant James Butler, R.A.* (with the
approved consent of his captain, Alexander Leith), and
signed by nearly all the officers in the garrison,f it was

¢ Lieutenant Butler entered the army as surgeon in 1742°; he
became a lieutenant in March, 1747 ; and in January, 1768 (then
captain), he entered the service of the East India Company.

+ The other’ officers of the company of artillery were Captain-



GIBRALTAR. 55

politely received by Colonel Herbert, the governor, who
established a free market (about 1748).

After the capture of Minorca by the French in 1756, it
was feared that they would secure the alliance of Spain
against England, and reinforcements, including an addi-
tional company of artillery, were hastily despatched to
Gibraltar.

On the occasion of the next declaration of war against
Spain, in 1762, Gibraltar was reinforced by three more
companies of artillery, since which time there has never
been less than four, or more than eight companies in that
fortress. :

In 1777, when Spain allied herself with France and
America, there were five companies of the Royal Artillery
in Gibraltar. Expecting an attack on that fortress, General
Elliott, the governor, sent the. following message to the
Secretary for War :—“In case of service, the garrison
must be increased considerably more than double the
present number,, especially artillerymen.”

Notwithstanding this timely warning, no additional
artillerymen were sent for two years, and then one com-
pagy was all that could be spared for this service.

olonel Godwin was the officer in command of the
artillery when the Spaniards appeared before the fortress
in July, 1779.

He was present at a council of war convened by General
Elliott on the 11th September, when it was resolved to
open fire upon the enemy, with the intention of impeding
their works. Accordingly, on the following morning at
daybreak the guns in the fortress broke silence. The first
ﬁm was discharged by the wife of an officer. General

lliott, who was standing by, gave the words, * Britons,
strike home!” as the signal. 'During the following week the
firing continued, but was not answered by the Spaniards.

As it is not our intention to give a full account of this
glorious defence, but merely to record the particular
services of the artillery, we cannot do better than select
the following extracts from Heriot and Drinkwater :—

*Each corps, as it equally participated in the perils
and glories of the siege, 18 entitled to its equal portion of
military fame; but none surely will deem it a partial

Lieut. Thomas James (see chap. ii.), Lieuts, Henry Tovey, Baylie
Bryden, George Anderson (died at Plymouth, Dec. 5, 1793), and
Robhert Hind. The last-named officer commanded a company onm
the Belleisle expedition in 1761,and the following year proceeded
1o Portugal, where he died, March 5, 1763,
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and invidious selection, if the Royal Artillery be deemed
deserving of more signal renown. Their duty led them to-
be constant]ivl in the batteries, and where everything was
effected by the ordnance, their services may be supposed
to have been more than generally eminent. Such was the
impression which the Duc de Crillon and the combined
armies had received of them—such is the just tribute to-
their military science and gallant conduct, which not only
the present age, but all posterity, must pay.”

TEe year 1780 was not ushered in by any remarkable
event. The constantly decreasing stock of provisions was,
however, a matter of the greatest importance, and caused
the governor much anxiety. The ordinary means of sus-
tenance were almost exhausted, and roots, weeds, thistles,
and wild onions were greedily sought after and devoured
by the famished inhabitants. On the 13th January all
the field officers assembled to inquire into the condition
and quantity of the remaining supplies. The result of
this conference was the immediate reduction of the sol-
diers’ rations, already barely sufficient to support life. A
few weeks afterwards the British fleet unger Admiral
Rodney captured a considerable convoy laden with pro-
visions, which, after defeating the Spanish fleet in the
bay, he sent into Gibraltar.

he same evening, the enemy’s batteries having opened,
Lieutenant Boag,* of the Royal Artillery, was wounded.
In the evening of the 2nd May a shell from the garrison
fell upon the eastern traverse in the St. Carlos battery,
under which was the magazine, and communicating with
the powder, blew it up. The explosion was not loud, but
the Samage done was 8o very considerable, that their guns.
were silent for several days.

Our artillery annoyed the enemy greatly during their
confusion.

The day following, Lieutenant Willington,t R.A., was
wounded at Willis.

On the 27th July our batteries were attacked for the
second time by the gun and mortar boats of the enemy.
Nine shot and fifty-eight shells were returned by the gar-
rison, and by the shrieks and piteous cries heard, it was.
conjectured that they did great execution. :

* Enlisted as a mattross, August, 1758 ; reached the rank of
lieut. -colonel, 1800 ; retired, September 1, 1803 ; died soon after.

+ Was commander of the artillery at Gibraltar on the occasion of
the mutiny, 1802 ; afterwards assistant director-general of Field-
train Department. Died at Woolwich, October 16, 1823, aged
sixty-eight.

-
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In this attack a wounded mattross in the hospital was
killed by a shell. He had some time previously had his.
thigh broken, and being a man of great spirit, he ill
brooked the confinement which his case demanded, and
exerted himself to get abroad, that he might enjoy the
benefit of the fresh air in the court of the hospital. Un-
fortunately, in one of his playful moments he fell, and
was obliged to take to his bed again. He was in this
situation when a shell from the mortar-boats fell into the:
ward, and rebounding, lodged upon him. The convales-
cent and sick in the same room instantly summoned up
strength to crawl out on hands and knees while the fuze
was burning ; but this wretched victim was kept down by
the weight of the shell, which after some seconds burst,
took oé both his legs, and scorched him in a dreadful
manner ; but, what was still more horrid, he survived the
explosion, and was sensible to the very moment that death
relieved him from his misery. His last words were ex-

ressive of regret that he had not been killed in the
atteries.

On the 20th October, the situation of the enemy’s bat-
tery afforded a more serious appearance than any opera-
tions yet undertaken by him. Colonel Abram Tovey, who
had succeeded to the command of the artillery on the
promotion of Colonel Godwin,* therefore recommended
the governor to open upon it, without loss of time, with
such heavy guns and howitzers as might be soon brought
to bear upon it, assisted at the same time by some 13-inch
shells and a few carcasses.

The next morning the enemy had almoat completed the
battery ; the governor was therefore induced to comply
with the representation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered
the upper batteries to be opened on the enemy’s works,
and to continue to fire as Colonel Tovey should direct.
About four o’clock in the afternoon of the 22nd the firing
commenced, and was continued with unremitting spirit
and regularity the remainder of the evening and durinﬁ
the night. The enemy, in turn, discharged repeate
volleys from their lines, but to little purpose ; our artillery
soon drove them from the battery, which was frequently
set on fire by the carcasses. Nevertheless, the enemy had

- masked five of their embrasures with sand-bags, and at
noon of the 23rd our firing was ordered to cease, 1596

* Promoted to colonel-commandant of the 2nd battalion on the-
death of General Desaguliers, March, 1780 ; died at Woolwich,
23rd January, 1786.
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shot, 530 shells, 10 carcasses, and two light balls having
been expended.

The new year (1781) was ushered in with the most
gloomy prospects; no tidings of relief reached the ex-
pectant garrison, and the few provisions that remained
were bad in quality, and having been kept too long, were
decomposed and unfit for food.

The enemy’s batteries having assumed, in spite of the
fire of our artillery, a stupendous and formidagle appear-
ance, and a Mr. Booth having expressed to Lieutenant
Seward, R.A.,* his opinion of the practicability of a sortie,
that officer mentioned the circumstance to General Boyd,
who, after consulting with Mr. Booth, suggested it to
General Elliott. The idea was accordipgly carried into
execution on the night of the 26th November. One captain,
three lieutenants, ten non-commissioned officers, and one
hundred men of the Royal Artillery accompanied the
sortie. Their exertions were truly wonderful. The
enemy’s batteries were soon in a state for the fire-faggots
to operate, and the flames spread with astonishing rapidity
into every part ; the column of fire which rolled from the
works beautifully illuminated the troops and neighbouring
objects, forming altogether a coup d'zil impossible to
-describe. :

Two Spanish officers were taken ;;:'isoners ; one, a lieu-
tenant, was taken in the middle of the battery by Captain
Witham, of the Royal Artillery, who commanded the de-
tachment of the corps out upon this service. The Spanish
officer was armed with a drawn sword, when Captain
‘Witham, with a firebrand only in his hand, seized him by
the sword-arm, and in Spanish demanded the key of the
magazine of that battery. The lieutenant, Don Vincente
Friza, replied, * Todos es bombas” (the whole is a maga-
zine), and gave up his sword.

The other Spanish officer taken prisoner was Baron Von
Helmstadt, an ensign in the Walloon Guards. He had
been severely wounded by a musket-ball in one of his
knees, and was found lying upon the platform of the St.
Carlos battery, by Gunners Campbell and Paton, of the
Royal Artillery, who, moved with generous compassion at
his situation, resolved to preserve him from his imiel:lnding
fate. They took him upin their arms and carried him out
of the battery, where he must soon have perished in the
flames. Unwilling to leave him helpless on the sands,
they determined on carrying him into the garrison. They

* Died at Cheltenham (lieutenant-general), 17th January, 1831,
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were executing their noble purpose when they met with
Lieutenant Cuppage,* of their own corps, who, while he
bestowed the warmest encomiumg upon his men for their
humanity, himself assisted in the geneyous office which it
suggested. With every possible tenderness they conveyed
“ the wounded prisoner to the barriers, where they did not
arrive till two hours after the detachment had retired.
During this time they had been exposed to the enemy’s
" fire from their lines, and had been reported in the garrison
as lost. Having presented themselves at the barrier, and
being admitted, they passed through the different guards
amidst the mingled admiration and applause of the whole,
till they reached the garrison hospital, where they deposited
the baron. On such an instance of humanity the mind
dwells with applauding rapture : while strongly character-
istic of the generous disposition of the British soldier
towards a vanquished enemy, it dignifies human nature and

* Afterwards Lieutenant-General William Cuppage. He was the
son of the Rev. Burke Cuppage, rector of Coleraine, Ireland, where
he was born in October, 1756. He was a relative of the celebrated
Edmund Burke, who obtained for him the nomination to a cadet-
ship in the Royal Military, Academy in 1768. He received his
commission in 1771, and first appeared before the enemy on the
occasion above recorded. After the siege he served his country in
many important positions, the principal of which were the com-
mand of the artillery in the Kentish district, during the years of
the invasion panic, when great zeal and watchfulness were required ;
with Sir Charles Stuart, at Minorca, in 1798 ; and as inspector-
general of the Royal Carriage Department. In the details of this
department, his combination of economy with efficiency, his reduc-
tion of all the subordinate branches, abroad and at home, to the
immediate control of the chbief at Woolwich, and his application of
machinery which enabled the department to prepare and promptly
yield such an increase to the issues of military stores at critical
periods as were unparalleled in the same service previously, called
forth not only the repeated commendations of the Master-General
and the Board, but received the gratifying testimony of the official
organ of the Ordnance in Parliament, when he moved for the Ord-
nance Estimates in 1814. In 1792, Captain Cuppage married the
widow of Lieutenant-Colonel Cairnes, of the 36th regiment, with a
family of three daughters and two sons, all of whom he adopted
and ever treated as his own: (The eldest of the sons was the late
Major Cairnes, R.A. ; see chapters ix., x., and xii.) By this mar-
riage he had three sons and one daughter, the eldest of whom is
the present Major-General Cuppage, R.A., who served with his
lamented half-brother at the battle of Waterloo, and is one of the
few veterans of that action who are still doing duty in the service.
Lieutenant-General Cuppage died at Shooter’s-hill, on the 9th No-
vember, 1832, in his seventy-seventh year.
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field), through Count Dillon, to grant leave of absence to
Lieut. Koehler, to whom they offered the rank of major-
general in their service.

The leave was granted, and the position accepted ; but
in a short time the Flemings had to give up their cause as
hopeless, and Koehler returned to England.*

n the 9th March, Lieutenant Cuppage was dangerously
wounded on the Royal battery from a splinter of a small
shell which burst immediately after being discharged from
the Rock gun.

From 7 ».M. on the 4th May, to the same hour the
next day, both the garrison and the enemy were silent.
This was the first twenty-four hours in which there had
been no firing for about thirteen months.

On the 7th June our artillery practised from the King's
bastion with red-hot shot against the Zrishman brig, which
was stranded at the back of the old mole. During the
first round an explosion took place, by which the artillery-
man who was putting in the shot was blown from the em-
brasure in some hundred pieces; two others were also
slightly wounded by the unexpected recoil of the carriage.

‘(;)n the 6th July an artilleryman named Hartley was
employed in the laboratory filling shells with carcass com-
position, and driving fuzes into 5} and 6-inch shells ; one
of them, by some unaccountable accident, took fire in the
operation, and although he was surrounded by unfixed
fuzes, loaded shells, composition, &c., with the most as-
tonishing coolness he carried out the lighted shell, and
threw it where it could do little or no harm, and two
seconds had scarcely elapsed before it exploded. Had the
shell burst in the laboratory, it is almost certain the whole
would have been blown up, and the loss in fixed ammuni-
tion, fuzes, &c., would have been irreparable, exclusive of
the damage which the fortifications would have suffered
from the explosion, and the lives that might have been lost.
Hartley was handsomely rewarded by the governor for his
gallantry and presence of mind.

On the 8th September the red-hot shot was used for
the first time against the enemy, and the effect exceeded
the most sanguine expectations. In a few hours the
Mahon battery and works ad'oinin%v_wcre completely
destroyed and consumed by the fire. hile the enemy’s
loss was enormous, the garrison had two or three killed
and several wounded. Lieutenant Boag, of the Royal
Artillery, was of the latter number. He had been wounded

* For the remainder of Koehler’s service see chap. v.
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before ; on this occasion he was pointing a gun from the
Hanover battery, when a shell fell close to him. He had
barely time to throw himself down in an embrasure when
the shell burst and fired the gun, under the muzzle of
which he lay. The report deprived him of hearing, and
it was some time before he recovered a tolerable use of
that faculty.

Major Martin* had likewise a very fortunate escape
from a 26-pounder, which shot away the cock of his hat
close to the crown. He was considerably stunned with
the wind of the shot, but experienced little further injury.

On the 10th Major Lewis was wounded. The confine-
ment of this active officer at this critical juncture might
have been highly prejudicial to the service, had not his
seconds been of confirmed ability and experience ; but,
owing to their united exertions, the several duties con-
nected with the artillery were conducted with harmony
and success.t

Early in the morning of the 13th September the enor-
mous floating batteries, which had been prepared at an
almost inconceivable expense by the allies, approached

* Philip Martin died a lieutenant-general and colonel-com-
mandant of the 6th batatlion, at Leeds Castle, near Maidstone,
5th October, 1821.

+ The following is a copy of the letter received by Major Lewis
from the Board of Ordnance, in answer to his application for a

pension for wounds :—
¢ Whitehall, Feb. 13th, 1783.

¢¢81r,—I have laid before the king your memorial, together
with the strong recommendations of your services by General Elliott,
and have the pleasure to acquaint you that his majesty has seen
with great satisfaction such effectual proofs of the bravery, zeal, and
skill by which you and the Royal Artillery under your command
at Gibraltar have so eminently distinguished yourselves during the
siege, and particularly in setting fire to and destroying all the
floating batteries of the combined forces of France and Spain on the
13th September last ; and that, as a reward for this service and
the very dangerous wound which you received on that occasion, his
majesty has been graciously pleased to grant you an allowance of
'20s. per day.

¢1 most sincerely hope for your speedy recovery, and have the
honour to be, with the highest esteem and regard, your most obe-
dient humble servant,

(Signed) ¢¢ RICHMONYD,
“ Master-General of the Ordnance.”

Major Lewis lived only long enough to reach the rank of colonel.
He died at Chislehurst, on the 22nd February, 1791,
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the rock. They were armed with 212 new brass guns,
many of which spoke that day for the first and last time.
e whole host of besiegers, both by land and sea,
commenced almost simultaneously the bold attack, The
incessant cannonade so regularly commenced and sus-
tained by the besiegers, was as regularly answered by the
defenders. About two in the afternoon that awfulycan-
nonade of red-hot balls was showered upon the grand
armament of France and Spain. Vessel after vessel ex-
loded or took fire; and, about one in the morning, the
Sﬂmes ascending from them were terrific in the extreme.

The generous nature of the British was then con-
spicuous. Volunteers from every regiment accompanied

rigadier Curtis, who went in boats to save the helpless
enemy, and, in the midst of burning vessels, succeeded in
rescuing about 340 Spaniards and twelve Frenchmen.
Kindness and compassion were as warm towards the con-
quered as had been the fire of the artillery against them.
All those terrible engines of destruction which the Spanish
admiral D’Arcon had declared to be impregnable were
destroyed. .

The exertions and activity of the brave artillery in this
well-fought contest deserve the highest commendation.
To their skill, perseverance, and courage, with the assist-
ance of the line, was Gibraltar indebted for its safety
against the combined powers, by sea and land, of France
and Spain.

During this eventful day, Captain Reeves,* Lieutenant
Grumley,t and five men of the Royal Artillery were
killed ; Captain Groves,] Captain Seward, Lieutenant
Godfrey,§ and twenty-one men, wounded.

By the evening of the 14th the bay was cleared of all
the shattered wrecks, and not a vestige of the formidable
armament, which gesterday had been the hope and pride
of ggam, remained. |

e contest was at an end, and the united strength of
two ambitious and powerful nations had been humbled by
a straitened garrison of 6000 effective men.

The garrison expended during this siege 57,163 shot,
129,151 shells, 12,681 grape, 926 carcasses, 679 light-balls,
and 8000 barrels of powder.

On the 2nd February, 1783, the news of the signature

* Began his services as a mattross.

4 A volunteer belonging to Gibraltar.

% Died at Greenwich, 9th July, 1785.

§ Resigned 1798 ; died at Purfleet, 1831.
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men, while the governor made his escape from the con-
vent.

A fever of a very malignant character appeared at
Gibraltar in September, 1804, and continued its ravages
until the close of the year.

It was first noticed by Dr. Kenning, R.A., who reported
to Dr. Booth, the chief of the medical department in the
garrison, that he had some married people %elonging to the
corps under his care, whose coms ints had assumed an
appearance which embarrassed and alarmed him. It was
at the same time taken serious notice of by Captains
Wright and Dodd, R.A., who reported it to the governor,
Sir Thomas Trigge. It was traced to a foreigner, by
name Santos, who had arrived in the garrison from Cadiz,
where the fever then prevailed. He kept a grocer’s shop,
and it was in his shop that the first victim, the wife of
Bombardier Fenton, R.A., was taken ill. This was on the
6th September ; on the 8th Fenton himself was seized with
it, and both he and his wife died on the 12th. Matthew
Pole, who was the orderly on Fenton, and Sergeant Shand
and his wife, who had visited them, were the next victims.
Shand and his wife died on the 22nd, and Pole on the 23rd.
By this time it had spread over the whole of the garrison,
the Royal Artillery suffering most severely.

From the 1st September to the end of the year, 462 of
the corps were attacked, of whom 201 died.

The companies were stationed as follows : —

Barracks on the { Captain R. Wright's* 88 men, of whom died 28

Gunner’'s Parade » _T.Dodd’st™ 90 » 18

Major R. Adye’s 92 » 5

Orange Bastion { Captain W, Skyring’st 91  ,, ’» lg
1 . 8 9 ’

Moorish Castle . Hon. Capt. Gardner’sll 97 ,, :, 9

The above is independent of the men in the married
quarters, who, with their families, were the principal
sufferers.

On the 26th September the following General Order
appeared—* The officer commanding the Royal Artillery
will order the whole of the guns on the line wall, from
the grand battery to the south bastion, to be discharged
threc times over, as soon as he conveniently can.”

* Died at Edinburgh, October 2, 1823.
+ See chapter xx.

$ Died in London, September 12, 1806.

§ Died in London, November 20, 1833.
|| See chapter vi.
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This was evidently done for the purpose of clearing the
air, but Sir James Fellowes says it was an erroneous idea,
and certainly not recommended by a medical officer.

By the beginning of October the fever had extensively
spread ; on the 22nd Major Ralph W. Adye* died, and in
less than a month five other officers of the corps had fallen
a prey to the epidemic.t

In 1828 another fever broke out at Gibraltar, and
though its ravages were very great, the Royal Artillery
did not suffer so severely as in 1804. Lieut.-Colonel
Payne, the Commanding Officer of the Artillery, was the
only officer who died ; Major Gilmour,} Caﬁains Bissett §
and Evans,|| Lieutenants Burroughs¥ and McCoy** were
attacked, but recovered.

There is no place where the Royal Artillery have met
with so many accidents, and many of them fatal, as at
Gibraltar. '

On the second day of 1801, Lieutenant George Nutt
fell from the heights, near Willis’ battery, and was, of
course, killed. Early in 1809 Captain William Holcombe
fell down a well near Roscia Bay, and fractured his skull ;
he died on the 19th February.

The most painful of all accidents, however, was that
which occurred in the month of November, 1830. The
artilletg were practising from one of the batteries on the
north front of the rock, which overlooks Spain, when a
powder chest in a chamber of one of the highest tiers of
the excavations caught fire, and the consequent explosion
hurled eight artillerymen out from the mouths of the rock
to instant destruction, at the same time killing three men
in the battery and injuring many more. The unfortunate
soldiers were blown from the embrasures into mid-air, at
a height of 800 feet, and scattered on the earth below,
burnt and shattered to pieces. ,

* This officer served in Egypt in 1800 (see chapter v.); he was
author of the ‘¢ Little Bombavrdier” and ¢‘Pocket Gunner,” which
wag published in 1801, a second edition being called for in 1802,
In this he was assisted by Captain Alexander Spearman, whose
son produced an improved version of the work in 1828, universally
known as the “ British Gunner.”

+ Lieutenant John Pritchard, October 17 ; Lieutenant S. H.
-Halls, October 26 ; Captain Ralph Lidgerton, November 14 ; Lieu-~
tenants H. F. Ellison and James Wright, November 19.

+ See chapter vi‘i. § Died at Devonport, April 10, 1840.

I Retired, 1831 ; died in London, September 18, 1855.
9T Died, September 27, 1840,
** The present Colonel McCoy, 12th brigade2.
F
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How this fatal accident happened no one knew; many
were the suppositions, but nothing certain could be
arrived at. Lieutenant Caffin* had a fortunate escape.
He had requested to be allowed to take his duty that
morning in a higher tier of the excavations than that in
which the accident occurred, and to which he was directed
to attach himself. On hearing the explosion, he at once
proceeded, with the men under his charge, towards the
passage that led downwards to the fatal spot. He was
soon enveloped in thick smoke, through which he groped
his way, the light from the embrasures, as he went along,
being excluded by the density of the cloud around him,
and he could scarcely breathe.

At length, the air becoming clearer, he beheld the miser-
able wreck which the explosion had left. Here and there
lay the wounded, bleeding and scorched, fragments of belte
and cartouch-boxes, caps, shoes, and clothes were scattered
about the cave, bayonets sticking upright in the earth,
while a smoking dead body lay huddled behind a gun
carriage in a corner, and on the breast of the dead lay the
head of its faithful dog, bleeding and lifeless. It appeared
that the animal was not at once killed, but that, while yet
living, it had crept to its master’s body, where it expired.

On the 11th November, 1844, the troop ship Apolls,
having on board Captain Gosling’s and Stow’s companies
of the Royal Artillery for Malta and Corfu, arrived at
Gibraltar, where it halted to take in provisions and to
land Lieutenant Carlyon, R.A.t .

Ten soldiers and a female servant having hired a boat,
manned by a man and boy, went on shore to purchase a
few necessaries for the remainder of the voyage, and
while crossing the bay, the boat was unfortunately run
down by a Danish galliot which had just arrived from
Malaga, and was proceeding to its anchorage ground, and,
melancholy to reﬁ;te, six only out of the thirteen in the
boat were rescued from a watery grave.

Sergeant Gritton, Gunners Leaver, Bossey, and Latter,
of the artillery, perished on this occasion. Sergeant
Gritton, who left a wife and five children and one un-
born,} had been for many years at Gibraltar, where,
besides having raised himself to the rank he held by his
exemplary conduct and zealous aglerformance of duty, he
was respected and beloved by all who knew him. His

* Retired in 1841. 4 Died there in the following year.
+ Now a non-commissioned officer in the Royal Artillery.
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in Portugal, Captain Gardiner was called to head-quarters
as bri age-major of artillery, and participated in the pro-
longed struggle commencing on the 24th December at
Benaventi, and ending on the 15th January, 1809, .at
Liego, called the Corunna retreat. After witnessing the
death of his much-loved friend and general, he returned
to England, and was immediately appointed brigade-major
to the artillery commanded by Brigadier-General John
M‘Leod, with Lord Chatham’s army of the Scheldt. He
was present at the capture of Middleburg and Flushing,
and returned with the expedition to England in 1810,
having been prostrated by the Walcheren fgever.

Three months later he effected a third exchange for
active service, and joined the division of the Peninsular
army under Sir Thomas Graham. The monotonous de-
fence of Cadiz was relieved by the expedition to Gibraltar,
terminating in the battle of %arossa, in which his battery
bore a conspicuous part.

In November, 1811, he was promoted to first captain,
and in February, 1812, proceeded to join the main bod
of the army under Lord Wellington before Badajoz. He
was mentioned in Lord Wellington’s despatches for his
services in the trenches, and received a brevet majority in
April, 1812. In May he joined a field battery with the
first division, and commanded it through the campaign, in
the battle of Salamanca, and at the capture of Madrid. At-
the siege of Burgos he volunteered with several of his
‘men for the trenches, and took part in the operations till
the siege was raised, when he resumed his field duties
throughout the arduous movement and frequent engage-
ments from 28th October to the 19th November, known
as the Burgos retreat.

hile in winter cantonments he was nominated to the
command of E (afterwards D) troop, Royal Horse Artil-
lery (now A battery, B brigade), which he immediately
joined, and marched into Spain with Lord Dalhousie’s
division. In June, 1813, he was attached to the Hussar
brigade, and was engaged with them, and mentioned blyl'
Lord Wellington, at Morales. The chief actions in, whic
he took part in the triumphal march through Spain and
France were Vittoria, the affairs in the Pyrenees from
the 27th to 30th July, Orthes (for which he received a
lieutenant-colonelcy), Tarbes, and Toulouse. Proceeding
through France, after the peace, he embarked at Calais for
England in June, 1814, and was shortly afterwards created
XKnight Commander of the Bath.
During the corn riots in 1815, Sir Robert Gardiner.;.
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troop was stationed in the gardens at Carlton House, and
remained there till the mobs dispersed on the news of
Napoleon’s escape from Elba. .

nding with his troop at Ostend in April, 1815, he was
again attached to the hussar brigade. His troop was
most severely pressed in covering the left of the army on
the retreat from Quatre Bras on the 17th, and took part
in the great battle of the 18th, and in the capture and
occupation of Paris.

Returning home in January, 1816, Sir Robert was sud-
denly called upon to change the life of ¢damps for that of a
Court. On tﬁe marriage of the Princess Charlotte of
Wales with Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, he was
selected for the post of principal equerry. On his Royal
Highness accepting the throne of Belgium in 1831, Sir
Robert continued to reside at Melbourne, on the Clare-
mont estate. He was military aide-de-camp to George IV.,
William IV, and to her Majest])!', until he attained his
general’s rank in 1841. TIn 1848 he was appointed gover-
nor and commander-in-chief of Gibraltar, and his public
service terminated with that appointment in 1855. He
had become colonel commandant of the 4th battalion
Royal Artillery in 1853, and had advanced to the Grand
Cross of the Bath in 1855. In 1864 he was gazetted
colonel commandant of B brigade, Royal Horse Artillery.
He received the Order of the Guelph’ for his services in
Hanover, and the Russian Order of gt. Anne for Waterloo.
‘While at Gibraltar her Majesty the Queen of Spain sent
him the Grand Cross of Carlos III., but the regulations
of the service precluded his wearing the decoration. He
held a distinguished service pension, and had the gold
medal and clasps for Barossa, Salamanca, Vittoria, Orthes,
and. Toulouse, the silver war medal and clasps for Roleia,
Vimeira, and Corunna, and the Waterloo medal.

Sir Robert married in 1816 Caroline, eldest daughter of
Lieut.-General Sir. John and Lady Emily Macleod, of
which marriage two children survive—Colonel Lynedoch
Gardiner, Assistant Adjutant-General, R.A., and Emily,
married to Major George Frend. The general died at
Claremont, 26th June, 1864. )

In April, 18569, a reorganization of the Royal Artillery
took place, and the battalions, now called brigades, moved
in bodies instead of detached companies. The 1st bri-
gade, under Colonel Dalton, having, after a severe course
of battalion and gun drill, become most efficient as garri-
son artillery, was sent to Gibraltar, where it has ever
since performed all the necessary garrison duties; and is

-~
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mandel. Arrangements were at once made to besiege
Pondicherry, the principal settlement of the French m
India; and the army being landed, commenced its march
towards that fortress on the 8th August.

It was necessary, before reaching Pondicherry, to reduce
the fort of Ariancopang, which, unhappily, was found to
be of much superior strength than hasli)een reported.

It was attacked, however, and our force was compelled
to retreat; but not till they had lost 150 men, and
amongst them some of the best officers of the army.

Major Goodyear, of the Artillery, commanded in this
unfortunate attack, and was mortally wounded, his left
leg being taken off by a cannon-ball. ' This was a loss the
army could ill sustain, as he was the person on whom
Admiral Boscawen chiefly relied for conducting his opera-
tions against Pondicherry.

It was resolved to continue the attack against Arianco-
pang, and the siege guns were landed from the fleet. The
engineers having built a battery, the fire from which
had not the least effect upon the enemy’s works, the
officers of the artillery offered to erect another battery;
this they completed in less than twenty-four hours, and
opened on the fort with considerable effect.

An explosion took place in the fort on the 20th August,
when the enemy retreated to Pondicherry, the British
taking possession of the ruins. They sat before Pondi-
cherry on the 30th; and on the 30th September, finding
they had made little or no impression on the works, it was
determined to raise the siege, and the army began to
march back towards Fort St. David.

Forty-three artillerymen died or were killed on this
expedition.

orty men of the Royal Artillery arrived at Madras
with the 39th regiment (Primus in Indus), and in the
arrangements made for retaking Calcutta, after the
« Blacﬁz Hole” massacre in 1756, it was intended that the
guns sent from Madras should have been worked by these
artillerymen; but the. colonel of the 39th regiment,
(Aldercon) under whose command they were placed, re-
fused to allow them to go, unless he accompanied them
with his regiment. Calcutta was taken, however, after a
short cannonade from the shipping, and arrangements
were at once made to protect the captured city.

A fortified camp, with outposts around it, was formed

about a mile from the town; and towards the end of
January, 1757, the artillery arrangements were completed
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by the arrival of the field artillery under Captain
Barker.*

‘Three companies were raised for service in India on the
1st March, 1755, but only two of them (Maitland’s and
Hislop’s) had reached that country, the third having been
lost in the Doddington. This ill-zwd vessel sailed from
England on the 23rd April, 1755, and on the 17th July,
when about 230 leagues off the Cape, she struck and
foundered ; and the whole of the crew and company of
artillery, numbering 270 pevsons, with the exception of
23 who were thrown upon a barren rock, perished.
Among the saved there were but three of the Royal
Artillery, John Lister, Ralph Smith, and Edward Dysoy,
mattrosses. They supported themselves on this rock by
picking up relics from the ship, and by fishing, for nearly
six months, when, having built a boat, which they named
the Happy Deliverance, they set sail for the Cape, which
they reached in safety in March, 1756.

ne of the companies of Royal Artillery, under Cap-
tain Tovey, was employed on board the bomb-ketches of
Admiral Watson's fleet, which destroyed the forts and
ships of the pirate Angria in 1756. :

n 1758 the French, under Conflans, were defeated by
an army under Colonel Forde, which in the following
year captured Masulipatam.

Captain Hislop’s company was attached to this army,
and was the last of the Royal Artillery who served in
Bengal, until the breaking out of the recent mutiny.
Hislop died at Woolwich on the 28th December, 1779 ;
but his name, and that of his sons, will ever be remem-
bered in India. The eldest, William, a captain-lientenant
in the Royal Artillery, died of his wounds at Cundapoor
on the 13th February, 1783 ; and the youngest, the late
Sir Thomas Hislop, was created a baronet for his services
in that country. He died at Charlton in 1843.

On the 9th February, 1759, a force, consisting of 850
Europeans and 1500 sepoys, commanded by Captain
Richard Maitland, of the ﬁoyal Artillery, embarked at
Bombay to proceed against the town and citadel of Surat,
held by the Seydees. :

Landing at Dentilowry, nine miles from the point of
attack, they encamped for several days to make prepara-

* Afterwards Sir Robert Barker : was transferred to the Bengal
Artillery in 1762, and was afterwards commander-in-chief of the
East India Company. He resigned that post, and returned to
England in 1773.
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tions for the siege. The garrison was driven inside the
walls of the fortress by the end of February ; and on the
4th March the citadel surrendered. Captain Maitland
died in India in 1763.

A company of the Royal Artillery, and 30 of the
Madras Artillery, commanded by Major Robert Barker,
R.A., took part in the expedition against Manilla in 1762.
On this occasion the officers of the artillery and engi-
neers exerted themselves in a manner that nothing but
their zeal for the public service could have inspired.

By the skill and management of Major Barker, and the
officers under him, our guns were served with such accu-
racy and dexterity, that the twelve pieces the Spaniards
had opposed to them were silenced in a few hours, and the
men driven from them.

The directors of the East India Compﬁny having
determined to augment their troops on the Bengal esta-
blishment, were ﬁesirous of having officers from the
King’s Artillery to promote their service; and also cadets
from the Woolwich Academy. Many officers of the Royal
Artillery were accordingly transferred to command the
newly-formed companies of the Bengal Artillery.

The second company of this distinguished corps, raised
in 1758, was placed under the command of Captain
Broadbridge, B.A. This officer, after distinguishing him-
se71f1with his company in the operations at Patna, died in
1761.

In 1768 Major T. D. Pearse, of the Royal Artillery,
was transferred to the Bengal Artillery as lieut.-colonel,
and nominated to command the corps. Owing to some
mistake on the part of the authorities, he did not assume
the command until the following year, when it was vacated
by the death of Colonel N. Kindersley,* also an officer
from the Royal Artillery.
~ Colonel Pearse was the first professionally educated

artillery officer who entered the Company’s service. He
entered the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich in his
fifteenth year; and in June, 1757, received his com-
mission in the Royal Artillery as lieutenant-worker. He
served on the coast of France, at St. Malo, Cherbourg,
&c.,in 1758, Martinique and Guadaloupe in 1759, Belleisle
in 1761, and Havannah in 1762; and, as_he states in a
letter to a friend, “ though not at the head, he was in the
heat of every attack.”

This distinguished officer held the command of the

* Colonel Nathaniel Kindersley died October 28, 1769.
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service. He lost his wife and two children at Ceylon in
1804, and obtained leave to go to England to recruit his
health and spirits ; but he reached no further than Madras,
where he took the fever and died, on the 6th June, 1804.”
The command of the company then devolved (temporarily)
on Lieutenant C. G. Alms,* who, according to Alexander,
knew not the names of half a dozen men of his company,
though he served with them upwards of ten years.

At the end of six months the company was taken over
by Captain C. F. Napier—a smart, active man, of strict
and correct principles—who did all in his power for the
encouragement of morality and the suppression of vice.
Captain Napier was promoted to major in January, 1812;
ami) died, while on his passage home from Ceylon, on the
21st March following. :

In 1806 two companies, under Lieut.-Colonel Cole-
brooke, were attached to the brigade under General Mait-
land, that was sent from Ceylon to quell the mutiny which
had arisen among the soldiers of the company at Vellore.

This was the last time the Royal Artillery served on
the mainland, yntil the breaking out of the recent mutiny.

In 1811, detachments of the Royal Artillery, under
Captains Byers and W. Colebrooke, were sent from Ceylon
to 3 ava, and served with distinction in the batteries erected
against Corneilius.

The fire commenced on the 24th August, but was not
very successful. Three or four guns were dismounted in
our batteries ; and Lieutenant Patton and several artillery-
men killed. As the commander-in-chief was proceeding
to the front during the cannonade, he met an artilleryman
going to the rear by himself, with only one arm, the other
having been carried off by a cannon-shot. This noble
fellow stopped when he came abreast of the general, and
deliberatef saluted him with his remaining arm.

On the gSth our superiority of fire became evident ; and
the place was soon afterwards assaulted and captured.

They afterwards served at the siege and capture of
Jokjakarta (Djocjocarta). The following extract from the
despatches is sufficient to show the services of the artillery
on this occasion : — .

“ Captain Byers, with the Royal Artillery, Captain
Rudyerd, and the Horse Artillery (Madras) were all con-
spicuous for the same gallantry and zeal; and the com-
mander of the forces communicates his thanks to Captain
Byers for his active exertions in joining Lieut.-Colonel

* Died at Jersey, 20th December, 1832.

S
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Macleod’s detachment with the ordnance stores; and the
same approbation is also due to Captain Colebrooke* of the
Royal Artillery, whose activity has more than once been
noticed. Captain Byers and Lieutenant Black rendered
effectual assistance to Lieut..Colonel Macleod in blowing
open the Prince’s Gate with one of the Horse Artillery
guns. This valuable corps is always conspicuous when its
services are required.”

The following year saw this company of the Royal Ar-
tillery engaged at Palembang, in Sumatra. This was the
last service of the corps in Polynesia.

At the end of the war the artillery force in Ceylon was
reduced to two companies, and eventually to one; and
this was the only portion of the Royal Artillery stationed
in the East.

In November, 1834, while Colonel J. A. Clement, with
two companies under Major Moore and Captain Scott,
was in Ceylon, a fearful hurricane passed over the island,
doing considerable damage, especially in the Colombo
district. Heavy rains also set in, and the rivers over-
flowed, destroying whole villages, and desolating the
country for miles round. One village, four miles from
Colombo, was completely deluged, the inhabitants being
obliged to erect scaffolds and climb the highest trees, to
save themselves from drowning; and to subsist on the pro-
duce of the trees and what they chanced to take with them.

A bridge of boats, called “ the Grand Pass,” that crosses
the river near this village, was under the superintendence
of Corporal Wilson, R.A., who, in his exertions to save
. the bridge, was struck on the leg by a raft of timber, and
very much hurt. Colonel Clement, hearing of the disaster,
at once sent Gunner R. Martin to assist him. Going by
the road for three miles, Martin came to the water, and
was about to swim to the bridge, when he was prevented
by an officer of the Ceylon Rifles, who obtained for him a
canoe and two natives to assist him. They soon reached
the side of the river, which at the time was running out
at the rate of ten miles an hour. The night was very dark
and wet, and having no hopes of finding the brid’ée till
daylight, they lashed the canoe to a cocoa-nut tree, and
remained all night in the storm. )

* The present Sir William Colebrooke. This officer served many
years in the East. Besides the expeditions above mentioned, he
was engaged in the campaigns of 1817-18-19 in Southern India,
and was also present at the capture of the Arab fortresses, Ras-el-
Kyma and Zaya, which were taken by a small force, under Sir
W. @. Keir, in 1819-20.

G
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On arriving at the bridge early in the morning, Martin
found Corporal Wilson very ill ; he would not %eave his
post, however, but remained in one of the boats giving his
orders. The water was rising rapidly. The bridge being
composed of forty-two boats, a native was placeg in each
to assist with the flanks, while Martin took charge of
those at each end, letting out the moorings as required
This confinued for nine days during the most violent hur-
ricane, the waters increasing meanwhile.

On the 9th November, twenty-seven of the Cingalese
who had taken refuge in the trees were rescued and
placed in the boats; where, after remaining three days
(during which the flood abated), they were landed and
supplied with food by the governor, the whole of their
dwellings and property having been destroyed. The artil-
lerymen, fortunately, had seven days’ provisions with
them, or they must have suffered equally with the natives;
whose shrieks, when they began to be oppressed by hun-
ger, were most painful to hear.

The officers of the Royal Artillery who rendered assist-
ance to the natives during this catastrophe were Lieut.-
Colonel Clement, Lieutenants Dechamps and Williams.®

Durjng the time that Moore’s and Scott’s companies
gere tifg Ceylon they suffered fearfully from cholera and

senfery.

yCa.ptain George Jones and Lieutenant Edward Tindal
both died at Trincomalee,—~the former on the 25th April,
1829, and the latter on the 26th March, 1831. ese
officers, with twenty-two men of Scott’s company, one
sergeant, thirty-two rank and file, and two drummers of
Moore's, made, with Lieut.-Colonel Clement, who died on
the 10th June, 1838, a total of sixty of the Royal Artillery
who fell victims to the pernicious effects of the climate
of Ceylon. ’

Sunday, the 10th May, 1857, will never cease to be re-
membered in India.

An outbreak, for some time contemplated, broke out at

. Meerut in the afternoon of that day. The grievance of
the greased cartridges was indeed urged; but a combina-
tion had been for some time forming, and the name of the
King of Delhi, over eighty years of age, was imagined to
be a “ tower of strength” in the endeavour about to be
made to restore the supremacy of the Mogul dynasty.
Scenes of the most heartrending description occurred, and
officers, ladies, and even children, fell victims to the bru-
tality of the sepoys.

- * The present Sir W. F. Williams of Kars.
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Outbreaks occurred at Allahabad, Jhansi, Lucknow,
Cawnpore, and other ilaces; the European women and
children in many of these cities were cruelly used and
murdered, while the several mutinous regiments all made
for Delhi, hastening thither, as a central point, from all
quarters, and committing the greatest outrages by the way.

The whole of the available troops were immediately
collected and marched to Delhi, which withstood a siege
of upwards of three months before it fell into the hands of
the British.

The Roial Artillery took no part in this remarkable
siege, but their gallant comrades of the Indianservice, now of
the Royal Artillery,earned forthemselvesimperishable fame.

The garrison of Lucknow being hemmed in and besieged
by another army of the mutineers, aforce was hastily col-
leeted by Brigadier-General Havelock, whose efforts to
relieve the beleaguered garrison will be a glorious page in
England’s annals till the end of time. None of the Com-
pany’s artillery being obtainable for this force, orders
were suddenly despatched to Ctiylon or the only company
of Royal Artillery in the East Indies, that branch of Her
Majesty’s army having for years past ceased to do duty on
the mainland. .

Captain F. C. Maude, Lieutenant Maitland, four ser-
geants, nine corporals, thirty-nine gunners, and one trum-
;Fter were acoordin%ly despatched to the scene of action.

hey embarked on board the Semiramis, at Trincomalee,
on the 7th June, and arrived at Allahabad in time to take
the field early in July.*

The mutineers, numbering about 3500, occupied a strong
?osition at Futtehpore, which was reached by Havelock’s

orce on the 12th July. Pushing forward two of their

ns, the enemy commenced a cannonade on the British

nt, while a body of infantry and cavalry threatened the
flanks. They found our troops ready to receive them.
Astonished {the precision of the guns under Captain
Maude, and the deadly aim of the Enfield rifles, they fell
back upon Futtehpore in disorder, leaving three of their .
cannon. They were eventually compelled to take flight,
abandoning twelve guns. .

Havelock cdntinued his march upon Cawnpore, and on
the 15th July was twice engaged with the mutineers, first

* The whole of Havelock’s force did not exceed 1400 men. It
was composed of artillery (including 22 of the Bengal Artillery) 77 ;
Madras Fusiliers, 376 ; 64th regiment, 435; 78th Highlanders,
284 ; 84th regiment, 190 ; and Volunteer Cavalry, 20.2

G
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at the village of Aong, and next at the bridge over the
Pandoo Nudee. Successful in both instances, the column
pushed on, and on the following day defeated Nana Sahil
1n his final stand before Cawnpore. When this miscreant
saw that nothing could withstand the advance of the
avenging column, he gave directions on the 17th for the
massacre of all the English women and children in his
power, and with a savage barbarity caused their bodies to
be thrown down a well. ,

Early on that morning a heavy explosion was heard,
caused by the enemg setting fire to the magazine of Cawn-

ore, when Nana Sahib was withdrawing thence upor
ithoor.

Cawnpore was at once occupied, and the troops were
horriﬁeJ) on discovering traces of the late massacre. The
capture of the Nana’s palace at Bithoor was effected
without firing a shot, and twenty guns were taken. The
British column crossed the Ganges on the 25th July, and
on the 29th they encountered and defeated the rebels at
Onao and Busheergunje.

Cholera having broken out amongst his troops, Havelock
was obliged to fall back upon Cawnpore. Before he
reached that city, however, he was engaged with the rebels
on three occasions—twice at Busheergunje and once at
Bithoor—each time defeating them witiugreat slaughter.
Having had the benefit of a month’s rest, and being rein-
forced by Sir James Outram with the 5th Fusiliers, 90th
regiment, two batteries of the Bengal Artillery, and the
12th Native Irregular Cavalry, Havelock again advanced
on the 21st September, once more defeating the enemy in
his old position at Numghowar.

On the 22nd the troops marched fifteen miles in a.per-
fect deluge of rain, and continued their advance on the
following day, till they came up with the enemy strongly
posted at the Alumbagh, an isolated building to the south-
east of Lucknow, from which they were driven and pursued
nearly to the canal of the city.

Our troops halted on the 24th, and marched to the
assault of Lucknow on the following morning.

Across a bridge, the entrance to the city, the enemy
established a battery of four guns, including one or more
heavy ones, and the houses behind it were loopholed and
full of riflemen. For awhile Maude’s light field battery,
posted on the road, endeavoured to silence the enemy's

ns, but after a number of his gunners had fallen, it was

ound necessary that the infantry should advance. For
his services on this occasion Captain Maude was decorated
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with the Victoria Cross. Havelock, in his despatch, says :
“ This officer steadily and cheerily pushed on with his men,
and bore down the desperate opposition of the enemy,
though with the loss of one-third of the artillerymen.”

Sir James Outram adds, * That this attack appeared to
him to indicate no reckless or foolhardy daring, but the
calm heroism of a true soldier, who fully appreciates the
difficulties and dangers of the task he has undertaken;
and that but for Captain Maude’s nerve and coolness on
this occasion, the army could not have advanced.”

From one of Maude’s guns nearly all the gunners were
shot away ; their places, however, were quickly supplied
by volunteers, among whom was conspicuous Private Joel

olmes, of the 84th regiment, his noble bearing and
gallant conduct, under a murderous fire, winning for him
the admiration of the whole army, and subsequently the
Victoria Cross from his sovereign.

The enemy’s battery was taken, the guns thrown into
the canal, and the column fought its way through the
streets, and the enemy’s batteries, to the Residency, where
H.M.’s 32nd regiment was valiantly defending the English
women and children who had taken refuge there.

Havelock’s army, however, was not able to relieve the
beleaguered garrison ; and the addition of his troops to the
exhausted defenders, however necessary in a military
point of view, was most inopportune, as the provisions in
the Residency were already insufficient to sustain the lives
of those within it for many weeks longer.

In the passage through the city the force had been com-
pelled to abandon several ammunition-waggons which could
not be dragfed along. The carriage of one of our small
howitzers also having been broken, it was abandoned ; but
another, taken from the enemy, was substituted by Cap-
tain Maude.

On the 29th three sorties were made against the sur-
rounding batteries of the enemy. The enemy could be
seen in one spot firing heavily from the ground-floor of a
mosque, where they were protected by intervening build-
ings from our fire. Lieutenant Maitland, Royal Artillery,
placed a 9-pounder in position, and with admirable pre-
cision (in three shots, at a distance of 400 yards) brought
down both the minarets of the mosque, which fell in ruims
on the head of the enemy.

During this time the cry for help had reached England,
from whence troops were hastily despatched in great
numbers. A consigerable force of artillery, under Major-
General J. E. Dupuis, including four troops of the Royal _
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Horse Artillery under Colonel D. Wood, was among these
reinforcements.

Two companies of the Royal Artillery were sent to
India from China as soon as the news of the rebellion
- reached that country; Colonel Crawford, with his adju-

tant, Major Barry, and detachments from the companies

under Major Pennycuick, arrived at Calcutta from Hong

Kong on the 1st %eptember, and the remainder, under

Captains Longden and Middleton, in October. Captain

Hardy’s company, from the Cape of Good Hoge, arrived

about the same time ; and was quickly followed by Captain

Freeth’s (under Major Le Mesurier), from the same place.

Great jealousy was exhibited on the arrival of the a{l.l
Artillery in India by nearly everybody except those really
concerned—the artillerymen of the Indian service; the

. English newspapers, especially, tried all in their power to
foster an ill feeling between the officers of the Royal Ar-
tillery and those of the Bengal, Madras, and mbay

Artilleries. They failed in this, however, the Royal Ar-

tillery being received with open arms by their brethren in

India, and treated by them with the greatest kindness on

all occasions. .

The correspondent of the Illustrated London News
before Delhi, in a letter dated September, 1857, says :—
“The electrifying success of the Royal Artillery under
Havelock has called forth mild comments from the sister
arm of Bengal, who, with honest rivalry, look forward to
the arrival of a branch of the Royal service, hitherto
strangers in Hindostan.”

(On the departure of Colonel Radcliffe from Calcutta
for England, in January, 1859, the officers of the Bengal
Artillery gave a ball in his honour.)

The three batteries from China and the Cape joined the
army under Sir Colin Campbell, which marched from
Cawnpore for the relief of Lucknow on the 9th November.
By a rapid march they joined on the same day the column
under Brigadier-General Grant, which had been engaged
several times with the rebels, and which was also hasten-
ing towards Lucknow, when they halted for three days.
The remainder of the company of Royal Artillery from
Ceylon, commanded b aptain F. J. Travers, was
attached to the force under General Grant.

On the 12th November Sir Colin advanced on the Alum-
bagh, which was captured in the evening, and on the 15th
began his remarkable advance into Lucknow.

- For three days our trooss were making their way

through the palaces and gardens of Lucknow (now con-
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verted into fortifications) towards their comrades in the
Residency, fighting every inch of the road.

In the meanwhile the garrison within the walls were
not inactive. When the advance sounded, the effect was
electrical ; pent up for six weeks, and subjected to con-
stant attacks, the soldiers felt that the hour of retribution
had arrived. It was impossible to withstand them, and in
a few minutes the whole of the buildings were in their pos-
session, were armed with cannon, and steadily held against
all attacks.

Maude’s men worked at a mortar battery, the shells
from which burst well in the buildings occupied by the
enemy’s riflemen, who were soon dislodged.

The Royal Artillery under Colonel Crawford* and the
Bengal Horse Artillery under Captain Blunt were most
warmly engaged during the advance of the 15th, 16th,
and 17th, on which occasion Sir Colin Campbell said—
It was hi hlﬁoagreeable to me to be present when the
Bengal an yal Artillery were brought into action
together.” .

Captain Middleton’s battery rendered important service
during the advance of the 16th, being ordered into action
close to the Shah Nujjeef, a building about to be assaulted
by the infantry. With loud cheers, the drivers wavin
tlgei.r whips, the gunners their caps, they galloped forwar
through a deadly fire to within pistol-shot of the wall,
unli:;%ered, and poured in round after round of grape.
Rockets were afterwards brought into play, which caused
the enemy to abandon the post.

Captain Whalley Nicoll Hardy was killed, and Major
Pennycuick, Captain Travers, Lieutenants W. D. Milman,}
A. Ford, and gurgeon Veale were wounded. Sergeant-
Major Hemsley, a deservedly respected non-commissioned
officer, received a severe wound on this occasion; he
suffered amputation of his leg, and afterwards died on his
passage to England, in April, 1858.

The garrison being finally relieved on the 17th, Sir
James Outram and Sir Henry Havelock came out to meet
Sir Colin Campbell and condugt him into the Residency.

By a series of masterly gements the women and
children and the sick and wounded were removed from
the Residency unknown to the enemy. A fire was opened
on the Kaiserbagh on the 20th, and while the foe was led
to believe that an immediate assault was contemplated,

* Colonel W. T. Crawford died at Rome, March 6, 1862.
+ Died at Calcutta, December 20, 1860.
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left behind in the retreat, in consequence of its having
been jammed in one of the narrow streets.

On the following day Colonel Adye again volunteered
and took command of the same gun (manned by a few
sailors and Madras gunners), and placed it in a pesition to
protect the canal, where it proved of good service during
the day. The fighting on the 28th was very severe; on
the left advance the Rifles, supported by Captain Green’s
battery and part of the 82!1[}) regiment, achieved a com-
plete victory over the enemy, and captured two 18-pounder

guns,
The ilory of this well-contested fight belongs entirely
to the above-named companies and artillery.

Sir Colin Campbell, having arrived at Cawnpore on the
6th December, attacked the rebels (who had received an
addition of four regiments from Oude and the followers of
-Nana Sahib), and after a severe battle utterly routed them,
and compelled them to disperse. The Royal Artillery
engaged in this battle were the batteries of Sir Colin
Campbell’s army under Colonel Crawford, and those at
Cawnpore under Major-General Dupuis, with the addition
of Captain Smith’s battery, newly arrived from England.

During this battle, two batteries under Captain Longden
and Lieutenant Millman, both commanded by Captain
Middleton, were detached with a force under Major-
General Mansfield, for the purpose of taking a position
called the Subadar’s Tank. They succeeded in silencing
the enemy’s fire, when he was attacked by the infantry
and compelled to retreat.

Brigadier-General Grant, with a body of troops, in-
cluding Millman’s battery, and Remmington’s troop o
Bengal Horse Artillery, under Captain Middleton, marched
on the 8th December to attack a position occupied by the
enemy at Serai Ghat, about twenty-five miles from
Cawnpore. .

The enemy was discovered on the following morning,
when General Grant at once ordered up the battery. The
road under the banks of the river was of such a dangerous
nature, from the quicksands, that the heavy 9-pounders,
drawn by tired horses, ran gteat risk of being altogether .
stopped ; and it was only through the hard exertions of
Captain Middleton, Lieutenant Millman, and the men of
the battery, that the guns were got through. A portion
of the battery having got over this difficulty, and on to
the dry bank of the river, they soon got into position;
and, under a very severe fire from thirteen pieces of the

~
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rebel artillery, Lieutenant Millman brought his guns
into play. ough the fire of grape from the enemy
was falling among the artillery like hail, the only casualty
in the battery was one horse killed. This was truly
marvellous ang providential.

The troop, with the remainder of the battery, now came
us, and in half an hour’s time the enemy was completely
silenced and in full retreat, leaving fifteen guns, fifteen
waggons, and 1000 rounds of ammunition in the hands of
the British.

In the early part of 1858 the several divisions scattered
about the country were employed in dispersing the rebels
or forcing them upon Lucknow, with a view of subse-
quently uniting their forces a%:inst that stronghold.

Colonel D. Wood, C.B., with Major Anderson’s troop of
horse artillery and Lieut.-Colonel Gordon’s field battery,
was attached to the force in the Allahabad district, under
Brigadier W. Campbell. Hearing that the rebels were
assembling at Secundra, Brigadier Campbell marched on
the 5th January with two regiments and Gordon’s battery,
for the purpose of dispersing them. The guns, drawn b
bullocks, were with difficulty brought into action; an
the quick retreat of the rebels on the approach of the
infantry left no opportunity for the service of the battery.
They followed in pursuit, however, and fired with effect
into the village ofP Syrepore, where many of the rebels
were talfen.

The army now halted to refresh, when they were joined
by the mounted gunners of Major Anderson’s troop, who
rendered great service as cavalry during this day.

An hour afterwards the enemy, 1200 strong, advanced
to attack Campbell’s rear. Gordon’s guns were imme-
diately brought into action, while Anderson’s troop effeo-
tually cut off the enemy’s retreat on the left, killing about
150, and driving the remainder on to the guns and infantry.
This troop was now divided; a portion, under Colonel
‘Wood, scouring the neighbouring villages to the left, and
the remainder, under ﬁiajor Anderson, was ordered to
Eursue a.force under Naib Nazam, who was making the

est of his way to Secundra. They did not overtake the
body of this force, but killed about 100 of the enemy
who were following in the rear—their own loss being only
two horses killed and five wounded.

Major Anderson’s troop afterwards joined General
Grant’s division, and served at the capture of Mean-
ﬂmj%o}l: the 23rd February, arriving before Lucknow on

e 27th.
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stormed and carried at noon. By means of these buildings,
the artillery was enabled to pour a double fire on the
Kaiserbagh ; Outram attacking it on the right, and Sir
Colin on the left. -

+On the 11th a large block of the palaces, called the
“‘ Begum Kotee,” was shelled and breached by the bat-
teries, and at 4 .M. was carried by the infantry. Other
buildings, including the Secunderbagh, were taken on
the 12th ; and on the 14th the Emambara and the Kaiser-
bagh were carried. Lieutenant Warren, with a detach-
ment of the Royal Artillery, accompanied the infantry
into the Kaiserbagh, and turned two of the enemy’s guns
upon them with good effect.

On the 10th Lieutenant Tracey, of .the Royal Artil-
lery, was wounded ; and on the 13th Lieutenant Cuthbert
particularly distinguished himself by putting out a fire
an front of his battery, in a very exposed and dangerous
position.

Some loose powder being observed lying about in the
Kaiserbagh, after its capture on the 14th, Major Barry,
with the assistance of some men of the Royal Artillery,
greatly exerted himself in trying to prevent accidents.
Unfortunately, however, some of it caught firé, when an
explosion took place, and Major Barry, Gunner James
Tucker, and others (including Shoeing-smith George
Lever, who died from the effects), were severely burnt.

On the 16th a fire was kept up against the Residency
until the advance of the infantry, when the howitzers and
mortars were moved forward, and a heavy fire was main-
tained during the night upon the city.

The rebels were now put to flight, pursued on one
side by Brigadier Grant, and on the other by Brigadier
Campbell ; ﬁut it was not till the 21st March that Lucknow
was completely in our possession.

Severﬁ accidents occurred during the occupation of the
city by the British; among those by which the Royal
Artillery suffered may be mentioned the case of Co?oml
‘William Shaw, who accidentally shot himself with his
carbine on the 21st, and that of Shoeing-smith James
Farrell, who was killed by the falling of an archway on
the 22nd.

This great siege was now at an end, and the troops were
dispersed. D’Aguilar’s troop, Gibbon’s, Maude’s, and
Goodenough'’s batteries, remained in Lucknow ; Anderson’s
troop, Longden’s and Middleton’s batteries, were de-
spatched to the Upper Provinces ; Le Mesurier’s to Cawn-
pore, Thring’s to Benares, and Smith’s to Futteghur,
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The last was engaged at Kunhur on the 7th April, on
which occasion the only gun the enemy had was taken by
Lieutenant F. A. Whinyates, R.A. .

‘While the troops in Bengal were concentrating upon
Lucknow, the columns in Madras and Bombay, under
Major-General Whitlock and Sir Hugh Rose, were gra-
dually sweeping the country before them, and compelling
the mutinous bands to withdraw towards: the line of the
Jumna, where at Calpee' and Gwalior they mustered
strongly.

The Royal Arti]lel(')y, under Sir Huih Rose, was com-
manded by Captain Ommanney ; and that under General
‘Whitlock by Captain Palmer. The former served at the
assault and capture of Chundaree on the 17th March, and
on the 21st arrived before the fortress of Jhansi—a place
of great strength, both natural and artificial, and defended
by a garrison of about 12,000 men, headed by a determined
Amazon, the Ranee of Jhansi. Lieutenant R. Moresby,
R.A., was the only officer killed at Chundaree.

Jhansi was stormed and captured on the 3rd April, on
which occasion Bombardier Joseph Brennan greatly distin-
guished himself in bringing up two guns of the Hyderabad
contingent, manned by natives, laying each under a heavy
fire from the walls, and directing them so accurately as
to compel the enemy to abandon his battery. He subse-
quently received the Victoria Cross.

The column under Major-General Whitlock gained a
decisive victory at Banda on the 19th April. This battle,
which lasted four hours, was fought in midday, the ther-
mometer rising to 130 degrees in the shade; and of the
deaths which occurred on this day more than two-thirds
were from sunstroke.

Captain Palmer laid a gun which dislodged the Banda
chiefs from their position, and, it was supposed, killed
their principal leader, Mahtoob Ali. Captain Palmer’s
right hand is partially disabled from its long exposure to
the sun on that day.

This force, now united with that under Sir Hugh Rose,
moved towards Calpee, which they obtained possession of
on the 23rd May.

In the meantime Major-General Roberts, with the
artillery under Colonel Price, R.A., had assaulted and
captured the town of Kotah, and hunted the rebels in the

est Provinces. ,

During this campaign there were many separate columns,
which afforded officers greater opportunities of distin-
guishing themselves than in ordinary cases. So various
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eing divided among the infantry ;—the guns, properly
peaking, were under the officer commanding the regiment
> which they were attached; but the immediate control
f tl}iiam was held by a captain or subaltern of the Royal
rtillery.

The gyuns attached to the Guards rendered great service
uring the attack at St. Amand, on the 8th May. They
'ere placed upon the road, and by a well-directed and
rell-supported fire, kept the battery that was opposed to
hem in check, and did considerable execution, enabling
he Coldstreams to advance. General Dampierre, the
‘rench commander, lost his leg by a cannon-ball, and died
a1e next day.

On the 25th May the sieﬁe of Valenciennes began—the
rst battery being opened by Captain G. Cookson. This
flicer also commanded the artillery in the trenches during
he successful storming of the covered way and hornwork,
nder Sir Ralph Abercrombie, on the 25th July. The
arrison surrendered on the 28th, and the Duke of York
t once hastened to the assistance of the Prince of Orange
t Menin. :

Having effected his deliverance, the English army
1arched towards Dunkirk, and a desultory sort of warfare
ontinued for the remainder of the campaign. In the

1e rank of major, he at once took upon himself to propose many
sforms in the professional instruction of both officers and men of
1e regiment. Among other things, he drew the attention of the
oard of Ordnance to the necessity of causing both officers and men
) be instructed and practised in the several systems of moving
eavy ordnance, such as would be absolutely necessary in the field,
nd which had been hitherto entirely neglected. Though meeting
ith much opposition from the subordinates in office, he was for-
nate enough to receive the patronage of Lord Townshend, the
1en master-general, by whom he was introduced to the king.
lence the establishment of the Royal Military Repository. It
‘as originally in the Arsenal, but in 1804 the model-room was
urnt down, and, the ground not being considered convenient for
1e drill of the men, a piece of ground was shortly afterwards pur-
a1ased on the side of the common from a Mr. Noble, who leased it
nder Sir Thomas Wilson, the wealthy proprietor of Charlton
arish. Both the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York were
reatly attached to Major Congreve, and on the breaking out of the
-ar the latter applied for him to command the artillery of his
rmy. At the conclusion of the war he was created a baronet,
staining, however, his appointment as superintendent of the Royal
[ilitary Repository and comptroller of the RoyaljLaboratory. He
ied by his own hand, at Carlton, April 30, 1814, having reached
he age of seventy-three yeatk.
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On the 26th the British completely defeated the French,
who had taken up their position in the village of Trois-
villes, from which they were dislodged by a well-directed
fire of 26-pounders under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Congreve. Thirty-five pieces of cannon were the fruits
of this victory, with 300 prisoners, including General
Chapuy, the French commander.

On the 16th-May the whole allied force made a forward
movement. They drove the French before them for two
days; but on the 18th they made a determined stand,
surrounded the British with an overwhelming force, and -
obliged the Duke of York to resort to the daring alterna-
tive of retreating through the enemy’s line, which he ac-
complished, but with great loss. The French hussars
charged the battery under Major Wright, captured the

ns, and cut down most of the artillerymen. Major

right himself was killed, and Lieutenants Downman*
and Bogert were wounded and taken prisoners.

The sufferings experienced by our army in Holland
during the winter of 1794-56 may be compared to the re-
treat of the French army from Moscow. %Vithout shelter,
without sufficient food or clothing, and constantly pursued
and attacked bf' the French, during a severe Dutch winter,
they were still brave, patient, and enduring. They re-
geatedly turned during their retreat and drove the enemy

ack with great slaughter. But on the 1lth January
Pichegru attacked them in a defile betwixt Arnheim and
Nimeguen, with a force of 70,000 men. They fought
their way through, however, and succeeded in reaching
the Elbe, where they embarked for England.

They suffered greatly in the last engagement, and
among the wounded were Lieutenants Legg and Walker.]
The latter received three wounds—one in the right arm
above the elbow, another below the elbow, and the other
in the right hip.

During this and the following years the Royal Artillery
were employed in the gun and mortar boats which were
attached to the fleets sent to annoy the French.

In 1801 a detachment under Captain Fyers§ served at

* See chapter viii. + Died at Ramsgate, September 3, 1851.

+ The late Lieutenant-General Walker, colonel-commandant of
the 6th battalion, died February 3, 1857. His son, the present
commander of the forces in Scotland, served with distinetion in the
Crimea, and was severely wounded at the battle of Inkerman.

§ Captain Peter Fyers was the son of the chief engineer in
Scotland, and was born in Edinburgh Castle in 1769. He received
his commission in 1793, and was engaged in Holland in tlée follow-

H
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:nhagen and Boulogne. At Copenhagen Fyers was
inte actixig engineer to the force by Sir Hyde
ter, and at Boulogne he was slightly wounded. The
wing is an extract from Nelson’s despatch relating to
attack on Boulogne :—* The officers of artillery threw
shells with great skill, and I am sorry to say that
:ain Fyers is slightly wounded in the thigh by the
ting of an enemy’s shell. The whole of the affair is
o farther consequence than to show the enemy they
ot with impunity come outside their forts.”
1 soon as the news of the war reached Barbadoes pre-
tions were made for offensive operations; and as the
d of Tobago had been taken from the British in the
war, it was thought now to be a first object to retake
Accordingly, on the 12th April, 1792, a small force,
mpanied by artillery, embarked on board the Zrusty,
on the 15th, after a short action, took possession of
island. This was the first of the numerous struggles
took place in the West Indies consequent on the
aration of war by the French Convention.
arly in the year 1794 a force under General Sir Charles
y was despatched against the French islands of Mar-
ue, St. Lucia, and Guadaloupe. The troops landed
e Cul de Sac Marin, in Martinique, on the 5th March,
¢ the French back on every point, and established
eries on Mount Mathurin; here two howitzers, served
a_party of seamen under Captain Duvernet* of the
al Artillery, demolished the works of the enemy on
Pigeon Isle; when two French companies, after re-
ing a heavy fire of shot and shell, surrendered. By
success Fort Royal was opened to our fleet.
rince Edward, the father of her present Majesty, held
mmand in this army. The brigade of guns attached
iis division was commanded by Lieutenant Brooke
ing—a gallant officer who, at the storming of the Fleur
ipée, Guadaloupe, took with his own sword an ensign,
:Yx he presented to H.R.H. This officer enlisted as
lunteer into the Royal Artillery in April, 1776, and

year. After thie above-mentioned services he again served in
and in 1814, where he greatly distinguished himself. In the
n at Merxem, a gun laid by him silenced a battery of several
of the enemy, which threatened the flank of the 78th, then
ncing to drive the French out of the village. For this service
vas thanked in general orders and decorated with the C.B.
lied major-general, at Charlton, on May 17, 1846, aged seventy-
0.
* Died at Ringmer, in Sussex, October 23, 1806,
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served at Saratoga, where he was wounded and taken pri-
soner. In 1779 he was exchanged, and returned to Eng-
land ; and on the 17th March, 1780, he was presented wit%l
a commission.*

At the siege and surrender of Fort Bourbon, Martinique.
April 23rd, iieutenant E. W. Pritchard was wounded by
the bursting of a shell, but he recovered in time to take
{)Oart in the unsuccessful defence of Basse Terre, Guada-

upe, in the following June.

he forts and French capital of St. Domingo sur-
rendered to the British during this summer.

The French had, however, by the end of this year, suc-
ceeded in arousing the black population of nearly the
whole of the West India Islands to a general revolt against
the British. The yellow fever broke out also in most of
the islands, and carried off great numbers of the English
troops.

In the island of Grenada the insurrection commenced
on the 2nd March, 1795, and so unexpectedly that the
governor was made prisoner, and, with more than forty of
the English inhabitants, cruelly murdered. The Royal
Artillery in this island had sug'ered dreadfully from the-
pestilential climate during the last two years;t and at the
time of the insurrection were but few in number, and were
under the command of Captain Joseph Walker of the:
Royal Irish Artillery. The rebels were complete masters
of the island until go t the end of June, when they were
routed with considerable slaughter.

On the 10th March the Caribs in St. Vincent, at the
instigation of the French, who supplied them with arms,
ammunition, &c., broke out in open revolt, and on the
13th obtained possession of Dorsetshire Hill, one of the
posts in the island. There were at this time but twenty-
seven artillerymen in the island, commanded by Captain
Lawrence Newton.f These, however, occupied a post on
Sion Hill, annoyed the enemy considerably, and kept
them greatly in awe. A small detachment of three or
four, under Sergeant Robert Taylor,§ was employed with
the inland field force, which routed all the detached parties
of the rebels: they were engaged eleven times, and took

* See chapter vi.
+ No fewer than five artillery officers died at this station :
Captains Scott and D’Arcy, Lieutenants Swinney, Watkins, and

Tomilson,
I Died at Woolwich, April 8, 1805.
§ Was appointed second lieutenant in the Invalid Battalion in
1808. .

-
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part in the assault and capture of Duvalle’s stronghold,
on the 26th April.

Captain Newton, with four 6-pounders and two small
mortars, manned by artillerymen and sailors, marched with
the division under Lieut.-Colonel Leighton, which captured
the port of Vigie, in June. Three months afterwards the
French landed in the island, and Colonel Leighton’s small
force was obliged to retire to Kingstown—the capital.

A reinforcement was at once sent over from Martinique,
including a company of artillery under Major Duvernette ;
and after a sharp contest at the Vigie on the 1st October,
the enemy abandoned the post; when the Caribs, deserted
by their French allies, were compelled to surrender.

During this year the yellow-fever spread its fearfal
ravages through the whole of the islands, and carried off
no fewer than six officers of the Royal Artillery and a pro-

ortionate number of non-commissioned officers and men.
aptain Suckling, Lieutenants Mackenzie, Concannon,
Z{;Q(E}eyt, Pritchard, and Stackpoole were the officers in

The latter caught the fever under most painful circum-
stances. He was stationed at Guadaloupe, where the
artillery was particularly affected ; and seeing his friend
Lieutenant Bingham* in a high state of delirium, cry'i:ﬁ
out to be rescued from the flames into which he imagin

* The late Colonel Charles Cox Bingham, father of Captain
George Bingham, and Colonel Charles Bingham, the late adjutant-
general of artillery, died at Woolwich, June 4, 1835, aged sixty-
two. The Binghams are descendants of an ancient family of Mel-
comb, in Dorsetshire ; their pedigree, traced from John de Bing-
ham, knight (reign of Henry 1.), is to be found at page 203 of
Hutching’s ‘“ History of Dorsetshire.”” The most notable among
their ancestry are Robert de Bingham, Bishop of Salisbury, and
8ir Richard Bingham, Marshal of Ireland, the conqueror of Brian
O’Rourke and MacGuire (1690). He died at Dublin in 1598, and
his remains were brought over and interred in Westminster Abbey,
where a monument is erected to his memory. It is in the south
aisle, near the well-known tomb of Sir Cloudesley Shovel. The
father of Colonel C. C. Bingham was colonel of the Dorsetshire
Militia, and the late Lieutenant-General Richard Bingham and
Sir George Rideout Bingham (who commanded the 2nd battaliom
of the 53rd regiment during the Peninsular campaigns) were his
brothers. Captain George Bingham, R.A., died at Ceylom,
November 10, 1850, and Colonel Charles Bingham at Brightom,
April 6, 1864, The latter, in his capacity as adjutant-general of
artillery, was universally known and equally respected, from the
commander-in-chief, to whom he was a most devoted servant, to
the private soldier, of whem he was a sincere friend.
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‘W. H. Walker and W. Wilson, embarked on this expedi-
tion, and were distributed on board the fleet as follows : —
Captain William Hood Walker as commanding officer,
and Lieutenant C. C. Clifton as aide-de-camp to Sir Eyre
Coote, with the head-quarters on board the Ezpedition.

Captain 'Wilson, Lieutenant James Simpson — one
6-pounder, one 53}-inch hawitzer, and detachment on board
the Circe.

Captain Charles Godfrey—one 8-inch howitzer and de-
tachment; Vestal.

Lieutenant William Holcroft—one 6-pounder and de-
tachment ; Druid.

Lieutenant Philip Hughes, Bombardier Graham—one
6-pounder, one 8-inch howitzer, and detachment ; Artadne.
ieutenant Courtney Ilbert and detachment ; Hebe.

Bombardiers Levens and Platt—one 6-pounder and
ammunition ; Harpy.

Bombardier Cassie—one fusee ; Minerva.

On the evening of the 18th May the fleet approached
the Flemish shore, and before daybreak on the following
morning the iroops landed on the sand-hills, three miles
east of Ostend.

The gates and sluices were destroyed by the enemy, and
a speedy retreat to the ships was inevitable; but an over-
whelming force from Ghent, Bruges, Dunkirk, and other
places prevented this, and the British accordingly took up
a position on the defensive. )

hey passed the night on the sands, exposed to a heavy
rain, and at daybreak on the following morning they saw
the enemy advancing towards them. A severe action of
two hours’ duration ensued, during which the artillery
behaved well, particularly the detachment under the com-
mand of Captain Wilson.* Captain Walker was severely
wounded, and died at Ostend three days afterwards.

The force was soon overpowered, and the survivors sur-
rendered themselves prisoners of war. The artillery were
confined in the garrison of Lisle; all the officers, however,
were allowed home on parole, except Captain Godfrey,
Lieutenants Clifton and Ilbert, who stayed to see justice
done to the men and to take charge of them.

To favour the operations of the Russians and Austrians,
who were allied against the common enemy—France—a
British army, under Sir R‘tllph Abercrombie, was sent to
Holland: it landed at the Helder, and being joined by a

* Afterwards General Sir Wiltshire Wilson : died at Chelten-
ham, 1842.

[
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%us]stian force, the command was taken by the Duke of
ork.

In addition to the companies of Royal Artillery under
Lieut.-Colonels Whitworth* and Smith,} a troop of Horse
Artillery under Major Thomas Judgsonf accompanied
this expedition ; this being the first time any portion of
that branch of the regiment was sent on service. The
utility of a corps of horse artillery, and the advantages to
be derived from it having been proved by all the Conti-
nental powers, a brigade of four troops was formed in
1793, which was attacﬁled to, and indeed formed part of,
the Royal Regiment of Artillery.

Judgson’s troop is memorable rather for its misfortunes
than for its services on this expedition. At the action of
Egmont-op-Zee, on the 2nd October, it was charged by
the 16th French dragoons, who behaved with astounding
bravery. Our guns fired, thinning their ranks; but, un-
daunted, they dashed on, cutting down our gunners, and
carrying off in triumph two of the guns. But this success
was short-lived ; for some squadrons of the 7th and 11th
Light Dragoons, with Lord Paget at their head, suddenly
issuing out from a recess between two sand-hills, charged
them at full gallop. The French cavalry, wholly incapable
of sustaining the shock, were either cut to pieces or rushed
into the sea to avoid the British sabres. A small propor-

" tion, favoured by the approaching darkness, effected their
escape ; leaving, however, not only the captured guns,
but others belonging to their own horse artillery.

The allied troops having engaged the French at the
Zyp,§ Bergen,|| &c., without any satisfactory results, a con-
vention was entered into in October, by which the British
left the country and restored 8000 French and Dutch
prisoners then in England.

Towards the end of the year 1798 a military mission
was sent from England to co-operate with the Turks
against the French, who had by that time gained a strong
footing -in Egypt. The command of this mission was
entrusted to %leut.-Colonel Koehler, of the Royal Artil-
lery—an officer of great experience in the different

* Sir Francis Whitworth, second son of Sir Charles Whitworth,
and brother to Lord Whitworth. Died in London, January 26,

1805.
+ Afterwards Sir John Smith (see chap. iii.).
I Retired 1805 ; died June 25, 1814.
§ Lieut. James Simpson, R.A., wounded. Died on passage
home in October.
Il Lieut. Eligée, R.A., wounded and taken prisoner.
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shes of military science, and who had been at Con-
inople on a former occasion, and made himself ac-
ited with the language and manners of the Turks.
e local rank of iri adier-general was bestowed on
1el Koehler; and Majors Hope and Fead, Captain
in Leake, Dr. Wittman, and thirty non-commissioned
rs and men of the Royal Artillery, in addition to
;.-Colonel Holloway and otherofficers of the Engineers,
a number of the Royal Military Artificers, were ap-
ied to act under him.
neral Koehler, Major Hope, and Major Fead, in
any with Lieut.-Colonel Holloway and others of the
on, left England in December to proceed overland to
tantinople. ,
eir journey at this inclement season of the year was
ded by uncommon severities. In passing over to the
inent they were shipwrecked at the entrance to the
, among shoals of ice, and, to relieve themselves from
perilous situation, were under the necessity of pass-
wer the ice a distance of two miles to gain the shore.
r then prosecuted their journey, arriving at Constan-
le in March.
ptain Leake, Dr. Wittman, and the main body sailed
10 New Adventure transport, in April 1799, and ar-
| at Constantinople on the 14th June, where they were
tily welcomed by those who had preceded them.
1e principal object of the mission was to give assistance
e Turks, and to show them the latest improvements
igineering and artillery. Major Fead was ordered to
garrison of St. Jean d’Acre, to which place he pro-
ed in a Turkish ship of war. An'iving at Cyprus, he
attacked with a malignant fever, and was taken on
d 8ir Sidney Smith’s vessel, Le Tigre, and died in
ship on the 13th September.
1 the morning of the 19th January, 1800, General
aler, Captain Leake, and others of the mission, all of
1 equipped as Tartars, left Constantinople, and pro-
ed by land to Syria. They returned on the 6th of
1, and on the 15th June the entire mission embarked
he seat of war in Syria. While on their passage they
ed and surveyed the islands of Patmos and Cyprus,
arrived at Jaffa, the head-quarters of the Turkish
7, on the 2nd July. The Grand Vizier being desirous
rengthening the port of Jaffa, General Koehler de-
ed p%ans for this purpose, and Colonel Holloway and
mgineers at once proceeded to carry them into execu-
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number of the artillery being attached to the advance
corps. Authority was given to Captain Leake to summon
the garrison of Tineh and Salabieh, then in the possession
of the French. He had no occasion to use his authority,
however, for on their approach the French made a pre-
cipitate retreat towards Cairo. ’

To enable the army to cross the desert with greater

After the surrender of Alexandria and the withdrawal of the French,
Captain Leake received the directions of Lord Hutchinson to accom-
pany the late Mr. William Richard Hamilton (then private secretary
to Lord Elgin) into Upper Egypt, for the purpose of making a
general survey of that country, as well in regard to its military and
geographical as to its political and commercial state. The results
of these labours were a map of the course of the Nile, from the
Cataracts to the sea, a determination of most of the ancient sites, a
description of all the monuments of antiquity contained in that
space, together with a large collection of observations on the agri-
cultural and commercial state of the country: an account of this
journey was publisbed by Mr. Hamilton in 1809. In 1802 Captain
Leake revisited Syria, and continued there the researches on which
he had been employed in Egypt ; and on his return home, having
embarked on board the vessel in which Mr. Hamilton was conveying
the Elgin Marbles to England, he was wrecked off the island of
Cerigo, and narrowly escaped with his life. The acquaintance with
Oriental politics and habits which he had acquired during this
service was doubtless the cause of his subsequent selection for an
important mission to the European provinces of Turkey. He re-
ceived orders from his majesty’s Government to undertake a survey
of the coasts and interior of that country, to examine its fortresses
and means of defence, to point out their deficiencies to the native
governors and chiefs, and advise for their improvement; and on
that service he repaired in the year 1804. From 1804 to the winter
of 1806 he travelled considerably, in pursuance of his instructions,
in Northern Greece and the Morea, and while he performed the
important duties of his mission in a manner that gave entire satis-
faction to the home authorities, his peculiar tastes and talents for
research received full development in a country where every day's
journey produced an historical or topographical problem, which it
taxed his erudition and critical acumen to solve; and where his
thorough knowledge of ancient Greek enabled him to decipher
obscure inscriptions, which led to the identification of many a
ruined site. The occurrence of hostilities, at the end of 1806, be-
tween England and the Porte prevented him from prosecuting his
travels. Ile was detained as a prisoner at Salonica, whence, how-
ever, he escaped ; and finding his way to Malta, he proceeded to
England for the restoration of his health. Subeequently he was
again employed by his majesty’s Government in Greece till 1809 ; and
it was on the observations made with so much keenness and perse-
verance during these years, from 1804 to 1809, extended by subee-

-
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facility, all the spare tents, heavy baggage, &c., with
Gunner Foster of the Royal Artillery and the whole of
the civil artificers, were embarked on board ship at El
Arish. Leaving the Turkish army and the British de-
tachment on their march to Egypt, we must now turn our
attention to the British army under Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, which by this time had made a footing in the same

quent reflection and study, that were formed those valuable and
standard topographical works that appeared so many years later,
which, by their well-weighed arguments and accurate observations,
have justly caused their author to be termed a “ model geoyrapher,”
and from this period also may be dated that partiality for the
modern Greek people, that indulgence for their weakness, and that
hope for their future, which afterwards inspired many of his lesser
writings and coloured his conversation. In 1814 Lieut.-Colonel
Leake was, as an English officer, appointed to attend upon the army
of the Swiss Confederation, under the command of the Archduke
John, and was for months at Berne, in that capacity, at the conclu-
sion of the great Earopean war. On his return to England his
literary laboars commenced, and were continued with little inter-
mission, and bat little farther interruption from his more purely
professional duties (for he retired from the army in the year 1823),
until the day of his death. In the year 1814 were published his
<¢ Researches in Greece,” in 1821 his first edition of the ‘‘ Topo-
graphy of Athens,” and in 1822 his edition of ‘‘Burckhardt’s
Travels in Nubia, Syria, and Arabia.” In 1824 he narrated the
observations he made in Asia Minor twenty-four years previously.
In 1826 issued the ‘‘IHistorical Outline of the Greek Revolution,”
and in 1829 the ‘“ Demi of Attica.” In 1830 he published one of
his greatest and most learned works, accompanied by a valuable
map, his ¢ Travels in the Morea,” which in 1835 were succeeded
by his ““Travels in Northern Greece,” a work of equal research and
more extensive proportions, with an accurate map on a considerable
scale also ; and in 1841 appeared the second edition of the ¢ Topo-
graphy of Athens.” The latter years of his life were occupied in
the production of the ‘‘ Numismata Hellenica,” a most considerable
and important work, containing an exact and faithful description
of every coin in his extensive collection, enriched by critical and
historical notes. This was published in 1854 ; and in 1859, but a
few weeks before his death, a supplement on the same plan as the
original work, issued from the press, forming with that a mine of
information for the collector, the antiquary, and the historical
student, who in turn might find, as Colonel Leake himself had
found, that the design on a coin could throw strong light upon
many a question of ancient history or topography otherwise obscure
or disputed. He died at Brighton on the 6th January, 1860, after
a short and sudden illness; his intellect never weakened, his

energies scarcely relaxed, notwithstanding the weight -
three years.
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suntry, and was waiting the co-operation of the Grand
"izier.

The artillery of this army was commanded by Brigadier-
reneral Robert Lawson*—Colonel Thompson and Major
‘ookson commanding the divisions. The troops landed in
1e bay of Aboukir on the 8th March, when all the field
ieces were landed after a plan of Major Cookson'’s, never
efore adopted ; b{)this means they were ready for service,
ad consequently brought into action, as soon as, if not
efore, the infantry.

Having landed in sgite of the attack of the French, the
ritish proceeded to besiege the castle of Aboukir. The
eavy artillery being placed in position, the bombardment
>mmenced under the direction of Major Cookson, and on
1e 19th March the castle surrenderecf.

At the battle of Alexandria, on the 13th March, the Royal
rtillery had thirty-two light pieces and two 24-pounders
. the field; but they were compelled, from want of
raught, to remain almost stationary during the whole of
1e battle. Had any of our guns been well horsed, it is
robable the fate of Alexandria would have been decided
o that day. The only horses the artillery had were the
sfuse of the cavalry, whose best were only a set of hacks
'om Constantinople.

Lieutenants H. Sturgeon,t J. S. Burslem,}{ and D.
ampbell§ were wounded during this action.

Preparations were now made to reduce the forts of
.osetta, St. Julian, El Hamet, &c.

On the 18th April a mortar battery erected against Fort
t. Julian, under the direction of Captains Lemoine and
‘uncan, fired some shells with remarkable accuracy; one
f them pitched on the centre of the roof, and tore away
10 flagstaff and colours, which the French never dared to
sect again. The fort surrendered on the following day.

General Hutchinson, now the commander of the British
rmy, hastened to join the Grand Vizier; but before he
»uld accomplish this he had to pass 4000 French in a
irtified camp at Ramanieh. A Dattle took place on the
;h May, and the French were compelled to take shelter
| their intrenchments.

During this engagement the British artillery remained

* Afterwards lieut.-general and colonel-commandant of the
Jth battalion. Died at Woolwich, February 25, 1816.
+ Promoted intd the staff corps (see chap. x.).
+ Lost his right leg by a cannon-shot. Retired 1819 ; died at
idmouth, April 24, 1861, aged eighty-one.
§ Died at Edinburgh, July 14, 1849,
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firm, maintaining the contest until positive orders were
brought them to retreat. An unfortunate chance shot took
off the leg of Colonel Thompson as he was riding to the
left. He died at Rosetta on the 8th June, exciting uni-
versal regret.

Captain Adye, placing his guns on the most eligible
points, contended for some time, exposed as he was, with
the superior weight of metal and the covered batteries of
the French ; but as General Hutchinson was not attacking
the position, Colonel Stuart directed that Captain Adye
should discontinue the cannonade and place his men out
of fire. The fortifications at Ramanieh were eventually
taken, and the army pushed on for Cairo. The exertions
of General Lawson in forwarding the heavy artillery from
Rosetta for the siege of Cairo proved most beneficial to
the service as well as honourable to himself.

To return to the army of the Grand Vizier. After a
troublesome, fatiguing, and hazardous march across the
desert, they arrived before Cairo on the 30th April, when
the Vizier sent Major Hope, R.A. (with a view of recon-
noitring), to summon the place. He was not admitted
into the town, but was civilly treated, dining with the
French officer at the outward guard. General Belliard
refused to surrender, and the Turkish army settled down
at Elkanah, awaiting the arrival of the British.

On the 15th May the French army came out of Cairo
and attacked the Turks at Elkanah; but after a severe
fight, which lasted seven hours, they were compelled to
retire within the walls of the city. During this action,
Major Holloway, R.E., and Major Hope, R.A., were in
attendance upon the Grand Vizier, Captain Lacy, R.E.,
with the infantry under Mehemmed Pasha, and Captain
Leake, R.A., with the cavalry, under Tahir Pasha, and
rendered every assistance in their power.

In the despatch from the British ambassador at Con-
stantinople, the Earl of Elgin, it is stated that in the
account which the Vizier sent of the‘action to the Porte,
his highness speaks in the highest terms of the artillery,
which “ Major Hope is well known to be so very capaﬁ,e
of directing.”

The British army arrived before Cairo early in June,
and on the 4th Captain Adye and other officers went over
to the Turkish camp to pay their respects to the Vizier
and to see their old friends of the Royal Artillery. The
armies were now united, and the Frenc{l general, Belliard,
seeing that further defence was useless, surrendered Cairo
on the 27th June.

i
4
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was retained by the British, a detachment of the Royal
Artillery remaining in the garrison. Of their particular
services at this period we have no account.

At the capture of the Cape of Good Hope in 1795, the
services of the artillery were not very important. But
their conduct here, as elsewhere, re ectec{m the highest

ossible credit on themselves and the army generally.
Buring the mutiny on board the fleet in 1797, their loyalt
and their unremitted attention to their duties called fort{
the highest possible commendation from the commander
of the forces. The following is a copy of the letter sent
by General Dundas to Colonel York, the commanding
officer of the artillery :—

¢¢ Castle, Cape of Good Hope,
15th November, 1797.

¢ S1e,—The corps of artillery having had the greatest
part of the extraordinary duty which the late disturbance
on board the fleet has occasioned, and as their a]acrityl'] in
the discharge of their duty was no less conspicuous than
on former occasions when the artillery had been called
upon to act, I am desired by Major-General Dundas to
express his entire approbation of their conduct,—honour-
able to themselves and to the service.

- “ PETER ABERCROMBIE, Major.”

This colony was surrendered to the Dutch at the peace
of Amiens, but in 1806 was again captured by an arm
under Sir David Baird. Colonel York, having the ran
of brigadier-general, was appointed to the command of the
artillery of this force, which consisted of three companies
under Major William Spicer,* Captain Alex. Watson, and
Ca'ptain Francis Power.t

They embarked at Plg'mouth on the 1st August, 1805,
and proceeded to join the main body of the expedition at
Cork. For the purpose of concealing the object of the
expedition, the course of the vessels was shaped for South
America, and after a tedious passage they arrived off the
coast of Brazil, where, on the 1lst November, the King
George transport, having on board the staff and Captain
Power’s company of the artillery, ran on a shoal of rocks.
‘The vessel soon became a total wreck, but after great
exertion on the part of the crew, twelve chests of dollars
were saved. Only three individuals perished, but of these
Brigadier-General York was one ; his loss at such a mo-
ment was severely felt.

* Lieut.-Colonel Spicer died at Exeter, January 21, 1813.
+ Lieut.-Colonel Power died at Woolwich.
I
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Licutenant James Gray* of the Royal A.r(:i]lerly1 greatly
distinguished himself on this trying occasion; he saved
several lives by his personal exertions, and was the last
person taken from the rocks by the boats which had been
sent to their aid from the Leda frigate.

The companies, now under the command of Major Spicer,
arrived at the Cape in time to be present at the battle of
Blue Berg and the capture of the colony in January,
1806. In April, one of them embarked with General
Beresford’s army for South America. This expedition
arrived at Buenos Ayres on 24th June, disembarked on
the 25th, and marching against the enemy, who fled at
their approach, entered the city on the 27th. The artil-
lery, commanded by Captain J. E. Ogilvie, were only pro-
vided with four 6-pounders and two howitzers. ?l'he
Spaniards, discovering the insignificance of the force which
had surprised them, collected 1n sufficient numbers to make
prisoners of them all.

Some fighting took place in the streets of Buenos Ayres
before the city was surrendered, in the course of which
Captain Ogilvie and his subaltern, Lieutenant Alex. Mac-
donald, were both wounded. (The former was assassi-
nated while a prisoner of war, in the following January.)

In October a reinforcement arrived from tEe Cape, the
artillery being commanded by Captain Alex. Watson,t
who had resigned an appointment and volunteered for this
service. These troops landed and drove the Spaniards
from Maldonada, where they took up their quarters and
waited for reinforcements.

In January, 1807, a force under General Achmuty
arrived from England, and after a sharp contest with the
Spaniards, took possession of Monte Video. The news
o? the recapture of Buenos Ayres having reached England,
an army under General Whitelock, to which was attached
a troop of Horse Artillery under Captain (afterwards Sir
Augustus) Frazer, sailed in March, 1807, and arrived at
Monte Video in May. Upon the arrival of Captain Frazer
and his troop, Captain Watson resigned the command of
the artillery and served as aide-de-camp to Sir William
Lumley ; and when the troops left the country, he rejoined
the company at the Cape. The whole history of this ex-
pedition is anything but creditable to those who took part
n it. The artillery were hardly engaged at all, as the

* Died (major-general) in London, December 21, 1857.
+ Died at Brighton, August 11, 1849, lieut.-general and come
mandaat of the 6th battalion.

LN
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light guns they had were worse than useless. A writer in
the ** United gervice Journal” (1836), however, makes a
bitter and very unjust attack on the artillery of this army.
He first complains that the “ officers in garrison had te
give up their horses for the use of the artillery, who never
fired a shot.” We are quite sure that the fact of their
not being engaged was more keenly felt by themselves than
by any in the army, and it was not their fault if they had
not been provided with horses.

He again complains that another officer and himself, with
two hundred men, were ordered to assist in getting the
guns out of the mud at Ensenada. * On arriving at the
spot,” he says, “ we found the drivers spurring and flog-
ging away at the poor horses, neither accustomed to
harness nor the dirty element into which they were forced,
and they were repaying the kindness by kicking and
plunging, making what footing was had still worse. After
some arguments we persuaded these fellows to unharness
the unhaggy brutes, and we soon whirled the guns to
dry land, although, for any use they were afterwards, they
might as well have stayed with the naiades of Ensenada.”
Not content with hurting the feelings of the corps in gene-
ral, this bitter writer insults the memory of one of the most
amiable of men and most honourable of officers, who, at
the time these remarks were published, had only been
dead a year. He proceeds :—* Not a bad bit of official
fomp attended this manceuvre ; Major Frazer of the artil-

ery sent us a regular letter of thanks, the officer who was
with me happening to be his senior.” It is evident that
Major Frazer was more of a gentleman than his critie, for
if he did not consider it his duty as asoldier to thank those
who had assisted him, he knew it was his duty as a man,
and acted accordingly.

It is remarkable that this same writer afterwards speaks
-of the troop as a * competent and well-served artillery.”

The useless attack on Buenos Ayres in July, 1807,%
and the expulsion of the British from the country, are
matters too well known. The following extract from the
general’s despatch is creditable to the commanding officer
-of the artillery :—“I cannot sufficiently bring to notice the
uncommon exertions of Ca;{tain Frazer, commanding the
Royal Artillery, whose fertility of mind, zeal, and anima-
tion, in all cases left difficulties behind.”

England had not yet taken any active measures against
the French empire, busied as she was in endeavours

* Lieutenant Makonokie wounded. 9
I
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protect her own shores; but no sooner had Napoleon
marched his “ army of England” into the north of Europe,
than troops were despatched from our shores to the assist-
ance of the allies.

In October, 1805, a force of 14,000 men, including
some companies of artillery under Colonel Cookson,
was sent to North Germany. By the desire of Lord Cath-
cart, Colonel Cookson assumed the command of the allied
aitillery, when that of the British artillery devolved
on Major Brooke Young.* The result of the battle of
Austeditz having baffled the hopes of Austria, Prussia, and
England, the British troops returned without striking a
blow or seeing an enemy.

Another force under Sir James Craig embarked for the
Neapolitan States to join with the Russians in expelling
the Erench. The object of this movement was de?eated,
and the troops returned to Sicily.

In 1806 Sir John Stuart assumed the command of this
army, with which, on the 1st July, he crossed over into
Calabria. Three companies of the Royal Artillery, under
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Lemoine, were attached to
this army. The guns with which they were armed were
of light calibre—ten 4-pounders, four 6-pounders, and two
howitzers being the only ordnance that could be brought
into the field. The French army, under General Regunier,
was drawn up in a strong position near Maida, about ten
miles in advance of the British.

On the 4th of July Sir John Stuart marched to the
attack, and the enemy, leaving their strong position, ad-
vanced to meet him. The French, greatly superior in
numbers, came on (covered by the fire of their artilleryz
with every show of confidence ; whilst our troops presse
forward to meet them, not a whit more doubtful as to the
result. And now our artillery began to open with an
effect which contrasted strongly with that produced by the
enemy’s cannonade. In general the French gunners were
excellent ; but this day their fire was as worthless as any
that came from the merest recruits. Not one shot out of
fifty took effect; almost all passing over our front line,
amf falling short of the second. It was not so with our
pieces. Light as they were, every shot told, and gnE:
and canister swept away whole sections from the ran
that received it. As each file of Frenchmen fell, our brave

* This was the same officer that distinguished himself at Mar-
tinique (see chap. v.) ; he died (major-general) at Bath, May 19,
1835.
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fellows raised a shout of triumph ; and loud and frequent
were the plaudits bestowed upon the gallant blue coats who
8o ably supported them.

The enemy’s attack on the right of the British line was
repulsed by one of the most splendid bayonet-charges ever
made. He then tried to outflank the left, and for this
purpose extended his right wing, drawing all his cavalry
to this part ; but they were so effectually kept in check b
the warm and well-directed fire of the artillery—whic
was the admiration of the whole army—that they were
repulsed in every part.

he artillery were afterwards employed at the sieges of
Scylla, Reggio, and Gaeta; the infantry in the meanwhile
driving the French into Upper Calabria. Here they were
joined by a powerful army under Massena, and the British
were forced to give up the pursuit.

The casualties in the Royal Artillery during this cam-
paign were very inconsiderable. :

At the battle of Maida there were only three men
‘wounded, and their loss during the sieges was proportion-
ally small.

Among the wounded at the siege of Scylla Castle was
Sergeant John Sparks of Captain Pym’s company. This
intelligent non-commissioned officer was eighteen years in
the Royal Artillery, and having served throughout the
Italian campaign of 1806, and in Egypt in 1807 (where
he was again wounded at the siege of ﬁosetta), he was in
1812 promoted to sub-lieutenant 1n the Royal Sappers and
Miners. He retired from that corps on full pay on the 1st
March, 1817, and died at Woolwic? on the 12th December,
1864, aged ninety yéars. He had two sons, John and
Edward, educated at Sandhurst, who received commissions
in the army, first as ensigns, and afterwards as lieutenants.
The former joined the 5th Foot, from which he exchanged
into the 95th, and afterwards selling out, obtaineda majority
in the Canadian Militia during the Papineau rebellion.
He perished in October, 1843, in an attempt to reach the
shore from a vessel driven in a storm on the coast near
Blackpool. The latter served an honourable career in
Scinde, &c., in the 2nd Foot, and with a young lieu-
tenant and a military surgeon, was, in 1839, while out
shooting, burnt to death by the accidental firing of the

Jjungle.
On the 6th March, 1807, Captain Pym’s* company em-
barked at Messina with the small army under General

* Major-General Robert Pym died in London, June 8, 1845.
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razer which set sail for Egypt in the hope of subduing
1at country.

The capture of Alexandria, the siege of Rosetta, and the
1bsequent retreat from the country, are matters well
nown to every military reader. A demi-battalion of the
oyal Artillery served in Italy from this period until the
'rmination of the war in 1814. On the 17th February,
308, the castle of Scylla was evacuated by its command-
it, Lieut.-Col. Robertson, and the troops under his com-
iand, after having been invested by the French during
wven weeks, and battered for six days by fourteen pieces
! heavy ordnance. The Royal Artillery casualties from
te 4th to 17th February were, three gunners killed, one
»mbardier and eight gunners wounded. In 1809 our
rces on the Italian coast were met by the active spirit of
ie new King of Naples, Murat. He seized the oppor-
mity, when the English ships of war were absent, to send
dops over to the island of Capri, which soon fell into
eir hands. The only Englishmen on the island were
ieut.-Col. Hudson Lowe and a corporal and eight men of
ie Royal Artillery ; the other defenders being three weak
giments of Maltese and Corsicans. Our forces captured
e islands of Ischia and Procida, and after destroying the
rts, sailed away to other parts of the coast.

During all this time our war-ships were scouring the
hole of the coasts of southern Italy, capturing eve
:ssel that ventured out, and keeping the French generals
1 shore in constant agitation. In the summer of 1810a
vision of mortar-boats, manned by detachments of the
oyal Artillery, was added to the fleet. Captain 'W.D.
»nes* had command of the artillerymen on board these
18gels, and they were engaged in almost daily skirmishes
ith the batteries and flotilla of Murat. The defence of
icily was the principal object in 1811. The artillery in
e batteries of the Faro were constantly annoyed by
1o8e the French had erected on the opposite coast. On
e 2nd October a shot came across the strait which
lled Lieutenant John C. Bloomfield. He was the only
Bicer of the Royal Artillery who fell during the whole
Inpaign.

Lieut.-Col. Lemoine remained in command of the artillery

Italy until the end of the war, the last events of which
ere the captures of Savona, Spezia, and Genoa, in 1814.
he head-quarters of the artillery were at the last-named
ty when Pius VII. returned from imprisonment ic

* Died at Bournemouth, Hants, ﬂay 20, 1857.
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France. An amusing anecdote is related of Colonel
Lemoine in connexion with the arrival of his holiness on
this occasion. A guard of honour being ordered, as the
the Pope approached,!Colonel Lemoine and the officers
advanced to meet him. His holiness, thinking no doubt
the Protestants would not appreciate his customary salute,
tendered his kard for the Eeretics to kiss. Lemoine, on
seeing the proffered hand, hastened forward and seized it
with a sturdy grasp, and giving it a hearty and continued
shake, said—* How d’ye do, my dear old gentleman? Very
glad to see you; welcome to Genoa. You've been d——d
ill-used ; but never mind, we’ll take care of you, we’ll make
you jolly and comfortable : God bless your old heart!”

Shortly after this, Colonel Lemoine, accompanied by
his brigade-major, Captain A. M. Maxwell* Lieutenant
George Smith,} and two or three other officers stationed
in Genoa, paid a visit to Napoleon at Elba. After beilxﬁ
introduced to Count Bertrand, they were taken to Gene
Drouet, the governor, who, having been the commander
of Napoleon’s artillery, naturally took an interest in the
British officers of that arm. They met Buonaparte, well-
mounted, accompanied by a small escort, and drew up on
one side of the lane by which he must pass; and when he
got abreast of them he pulled up his horse, moved his
hat, and with a brisk, military air exclaimed, “Du quel
regiment &tes vousP” ¢ De lartillerie, sire,” answered
Lemoine. Napoleon seemed much pleased, and added,
¢ Anglais?” which was replied to in the affirmative. He
then proceeded to ask Lemoine’s rank, adding * Du quel
regiment ” ¢ Du quel nombre ?” ¢ A cheval, ou & pied P
To these rapid questions Lemoine answered that he com-
manded the whole of the artillery in the Mediterranean ;
that the corps formed one entire regiment, numbered off
by battalions ; and that the Horse Artillery formed a com=
ponent part of the whole.

After just merely addressing the infantry officers, Buona-
Earte spoke to Captain Maxwell about the number of our

atteries and their equipment. He then came to Lieu-

tenant Smith, and on hearing that he too belonged to the
Royal Artillery, he became very animated and exclaimed,
“Ah! vous étes tous de l'artillerie,” no doubt remember-
ing that from that corps he had himself sprung.

* Afterwards promoted into the line, and died colonel of the 36th
regiment, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 21, 1845. i

+ Died at Woolwich, 1833~ His youngest son is at present &
sergeant in the Royal Artillery. -
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It was remarked that Lemoine’s behaviour on this
ccasion was very different to all that had been before
nown of him; he kept interlarding his responses with
‘sire,” “ votre majestie,” &c., “ which,” says Maxwell,
‘T was astonished at from so blunt and rough a soldier,
those manners had been formed in camps instead of
ourts.” Colonel Lemoine retired to Genoa after the war,
nd died there on the 1st March, 1825.

In 1807 the Government of Denmark, which had hitherto
beerved a strict neutrality, prohibited, under French
afluence, all commerce with Great Britain ; and an expe-
ition under Lord Cathcart and Admiral Gambier was
tted out to prevent the Danish navy from passing into
he hands of the French. Eight companies of the Royal
irtillery, under Major-General Blomefield, accompanied
his expedition. The field officera of the Royal Artillery
rere Lieut.-Cols. Harding, Cookson, Robe, and Major
Vewhouse ; and the captains of companies, Percy Drum-
1ond, John May, J. P. Cockburn,* and F. Paterson.

After a useless parley, during which almost every pro-
osition was made to prevent effusion of blood, the troops
rere landed on the 16th August, and prepared to attack
‘openhagen. They were attacked by the enemy’s gun-
oats, but a 9-pounder brigade being brought up by Cap-
ain Paterson,t the boats (though armed with 24-pounders)
rere obliged to withdraw. On the 18th the enemy opened
heavy and rather destructive fire of artillery upon our
utposts, by which we lost Lieutenant Henry Lyons and
everal men of what was called the windmill battery, which
ras our farthest advance at this time. On the 29th, part
f the army, under Sir Arthur Wellesley, marche«f to
{eoge against a body of Danish troops which had strongly
orti%ed themselves there in order to assail the besiegers,
vho were quickly routed. Major Newhouse commanded
he batteries of this part of the army. Copenhagen was
ombarded from the 1st September to the 5th, when the
own being rendered untenable, an unconditional surrender
f the fleet was agreed to, and the expedition returned to
ingland. In consideration of his long and valued services,

* This officer is well known to the public by his excellent
ketches of Pompeii, Swiss scenery, route of the Simplon, &c.,
thich he made while on a tour in the south of Europe in 1817,
nd published on his return to England. He served at the
apture of the Cape, 1795, and afterwards in the East Indies. He
ied at Woolwich, March 18, 1847, aged sixty-eight.

+ Died at Woolwich, June 13, 1856.
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as well as for his particular conduct on this occasion, a
baronetcy was conferred on Major-General Blomefield.
He was the only son of the Rev. Thomas Blomefield, rector
of Hartley and Chalk, in Kent. He entered the Royal
Military Academy in February, 1758, and on New Year’s
Day following received his commission in the Royal
Artillery as lieutenant-fireworker. He was an officer re-
markable for his scientific knowledge and wonderful fore-
sight, and he was consulted in everything relating to
improvements in' ordnance or the organization of the
regiment.

erving under General Phillips in America, he received
a severe wound in the face at Saratoga, and was afterwards
made prisoner with the troops under the Convention.
Being exchanged in 1779, he returned to England, when,
observing the number of men at Woolwich disabled by
wounds from taking part in active service, he recom-
mended the formation of the Invalid Battalion. He also
reported on the scarcity of artillery in America, and im-
pressed on the authorities the necessity of augmenting the
corps. Two additional companies were thereupon raised
in each battalion, and the Invalid Battalion (now the Coast
Brigade), consisting of ten companies, was established.
Captain Blomefield himself was appointed Inspector of
Artillery and of the Brass Foundry, in which position he
rendered signal service to his country.

Suspecting the master founder, Mr. Verbrugen, a Dutch-
man, of casting the guns imperfectly, he ordered a brass
cannon to be well cleaned, and particularly to be freed
from grease, and then washed with strong vinegar over the
whole surface. This having been done, on the following
day a vast number of circles of verdigris, of different
diameters, appeared, dispersed from the muzzle to the
breech. Blomefield now directed that the gun should be
sawn into two longitudinal sections, when, after washing
the bore first with soap and water, and then with vinegar,
fifty-six screws were discovered to have been most inge-
niously inserted into as many cavities or defects in the
casting, many of them havin, {ueen driven from the inside.
Verbrugen lost his contract, his conduct being regarded as
fraudulent, and he shortly afterwards died through exces-
sive grief. ‘

Upon the formation of the 9th battalion, on the 1st
June, 1806, Colonel Blomefield was appointed colonel-
commandant; and on the 25th July, 1810, he was pro-
moted to lieut.-general. He died at Shooter’s Hill, the
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24th August, 1822, aged seventy-nine years, and was
succeeded as baronet by his only son, the late Sir Thomas
William Blomefield.

To create a diversion in favour of Austria, who had been
well beaten by Napoleon at Abensburg, Landshut, and Eck-
mul, a formidable expedition was prepared by England in
the summer of 1809, for the purpose o? invading the French
dominions. This was the hapless Walcheren affair, on
which no less than sixteen companies of the Royal Artillery
were employed. Colonel Macleod had the command of
the regiment on this occasion, the subordinate field officers
being Colonels Terrot and Cookson ; Lieut.-Cols. Franklin,
Wood, and Waller; and Majors Gold, Carncross, and
Griffiths. The captains commanding the companies were
Adye, Fyers, Gardner, Drummond, Campbell, Young-
husband, Webber Smith, Munro, D’Arcy, Birch, Wilmot,
Paterson, and Oliver. The main body of the artillery
embarked at Gravesend on the 24th July, and on the
following day proceeded to Margate. The vessels then
anchored in the Downs until the 29th, when they sailed for
the Scheldt, at the mouth of which the troops were landed
on Sunday, 30th.

On the 1st August the fort of Ter Vier surrendered,
and on the following day preparations were commenced
for the bombardment of Flushing. The Royal Artillery
and Engineers were indefatigable in their exertions during
the construction of the different batteries until they were
completed, which was on the 13th of August. The battery
on the right of the line was the most formidable, and was
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Wood ; the centre battery
was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Waller, and that on the
left by Lieut.-Colonel Franklin. The general fire com-
menced from all the batteries and gunboats at 1 ».mM. on
the 13th.

On the 14th the enemy’s two-gun battery was attacked,
a party of artillerymen, with spikes and hammers, being
attached to the assaulting column. They succeeded in
spiking the guns, and took fifty prisoners. It was during
tl[;e bombardment of Flushing that Congreve rockets were
first employed against a fortress. Mr. Congreve had ac-
companied Lord Cochrane to the Basque Roads a few
months previously, and directed the fire of his weapons
against the French fleet; but their success being very
questionable, he took this opportunity of trying them on
land. Being the eldest son of Sir William Congreve, of
the Royal Artillery, he had had at Woolwich every facility
for proving and improving the weapon he had invented;
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and being honoured with the friendship of the Prince
Regent, he received every possible encouragement. On
his return from Flushing he was appointed colonel in the
Royal Artillery and aide-de-camp to the Prince, and re-
ceived a parliamentary grant of £1200 per annum. He
never did duty with the regiment, however, his rank being'
considered merely honorary.

In 1813 a troop of Horse Artillery was armed with
rockets, and sent to the assistance of the allies in Germany.
They were placed under the orders of the Crown Prince of”
Sweden ; and to the success of the rockets in the hands of
this troop may be attributed the subsequent popularity of
the weapon. The commander of the rocket troop, Captain
Richard Bogue, was a great favourite with the Prince
Regent, by whom he was frequently invited to the Pavilion.
He was strikingly handsome ; indeed, so handsome was he,
that the Brighton belles christened him * Look and die.”
He entered upon this service with characteristic activity,
little thinking it would be his last. Some Prussian bat-
talions of General Bulow’s corps having engaged the enemy
at Pounsdorff (Leipsic), 18th (gctober, and obliged them to-
retire, the Prince Royal directed the rocket brigade to
form on the left of a Prussian battalion, and open upon the-
retiring columns. Congreve’s formidable weapon had
scarcely succeeded in paralysing a solid square of infantry,
which after one fire J::livered themselves up (as if panic-
struck), when that gallant officer Captain Bogue, alike an
ornament to his profession and a loss to his friends and
country, received a shot in his head, which deprived the
army of his services. Bernadotte sent the order of the
“ Sword ” to his widow, together with an autograph letter
of condolence, accompanied by more substantial marks of
his royal sympathy.

A getac ent of the troop, under Lieutenant Strang-
ways, was sent to assist in the reduction of a fortress (in
possession of the French), which was necessary to the
communication of the allies. Having discharged their
duty to the satisfaction of the officer in command of the
corps to which they were attached, they returned to the
main portion of the troop gust in time to accompany it
into the field. Lieutenant Strangways at once succeeded
to the command, and his men again distinguished them-
selves on the 19th. Leipsic having surrendered uncondi-
tionally, on the same evening the Emperor of Russia,
King of Prussia, and the British ambassador (Lord Cath-
cart?‘ proceeded to the Swedish position to inspect the
Rocket Brigade. Strangways was congratulated by all the
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Colonel (afterwards Sir John) Macleod, the commander
of the artillery in this expedition, was born on the 29th
January, 1752, and entered the Royal Military Academy
in 1767. He received his commission in 1771, and on the
breaking out of the American revolution he was sent
with his company to New York. He commanded the
artillery at the battle of Guilford (see chap. ii.), when he
won for himself not only the esteem, but the personal
friendship of Lord Cornwallis. On their return from
America his lordship introduced Lieutenant Macleod to
the king, when he was placed upon the staff of the Master-
General ; and from this time till his death he was engaged
in the most important yet inglorious duties of the organiza-
tion of the regiment, and of the arrangement and equip-
ment of the artillery for all the expeditions, of which there
were no fewer than eleven, dufing those years ; he holding
the appointment successively of Chief of the Ordnance
Staff, eputﬁ Adjutant-General, and Director-General of
Artillery. He frequently applied to be allowed to go on
service, but in this one instance only was his application
successful ; the Earl of Chatham, who commanded the
army, being at the time Master-General. When Lord
Cornwallis was appointed Governor-General and Com-
mander-in-chief in?[ndia, he expressed a desire that Captain
Macleod should accompany him, but he could not be spared
from the important duties he was performing at home ; his
eldest son, Charles, however, was with Lord Cornwallis
when he died—he was the bearer of the despatch to
England announcing that melancholy event.*

n 1793 an expedition was being organized under the
Marquis of Hastings, and that officer was pleased to send
a secret communication to Captain Macleod, offering him
the command of his artillery, which, however, he could
not accept. He solicited very earnestly to be allowed
to a.ccomFany Lord Cornwallis to Ireland during the re-
bellion of 1798, but his majesty desired to be pressed no
further on the subject. hen Captain Macleod was first
appointed to his arduous position the Royal Artillery con-
sisted of four battalions of garrison artillery and eight

.invalid companies ; in 1814 it %md been augmented to ten
battalions of artillery, one horse brigade, one rocket brigade,
and an invalid battalion of twelve companies—the horse

* He afterwards served at Copenhagen and in the Peninsula,
and was killed while leading the assault on Badajoz in 1812. The
officers of his regiment erected a monument to his memory in West-
minster Abbey.
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artillery and field batteries having been formed and per-
fected during that time. In 1820 George IV., desirous
of marking his sense of such long and important_services,
commanded his attendance at the Pavilion at Brighton,
where, under circumstances of peculiar kindness and dis-
tinction, he conferred on him the honour of knighthood,
%n% invested him with a Grand Cross of the Royal Guelphic
rder.

* The leading feature of Sir John Macleod’s character
was the confidence he inspired in others, and the un-
bounded trust they reposed in him; and thus, whether
called on for counsel or to act under unforeseen or sudden
-emergencies of service, he was ever ready and prepared to
meet its exigencies. His watchfulness seemed never to
sleep, but to be in anticipation of what might occur, and
to forestal events by securing means to meet them.*

¢« His whole soul,” to use a commonplace expression,
“was in his profession.” Of every soldier he made himself
the friend. To his equals in rank he was a brother, to
those beneath him a father in kindness and in counsel, and
to the private soldier a benefactor, ever watching over his
comfort and welfare. Honoured by his sovereign, re-
spected by all ranks of the army, loved by his friends, and
revered by his family, his private life afforded an example
to all who love goodness, honour, and benevolence, while
his professional career ever pointed to the highest and
noblest attainments by which we can serve our country.”
He died at Woolwich, 26th January, 1833.

Colonel (afterwards General) Terrot died at Newcastle-
on-Tyne, on the 23rd September, 1839, being at the time
the oldest officer in the regiment. Lieut.-Colonel Thomas
Franklin died 4th June, 1851.

Major (afterwards Lieut.-General Sir Joseph) Carncross
commanded a division of artillery in the Peninsula from

* In confirmation of this ever-watchfulness of Sir John Macleod,
the following anecdote, related by Colonel Landmann, will be suff-
cient :—* Crossing Woolwich Common in a post-chaise one night
with Lady Emily, a well-mounted highwayman, compelling the
driver to stop, presented his pistol in the carriage, demanding
money, watches, &c. Lady Emily, feeling very faint, was at that
moment refreshing herself by the application of eau-de-cologne.
The major at once seized the bottle, and, ramming it in the high-
wayman’s face, declared in a voice of thunder that he would in-
stantly shoot him if he did not take himself off. The highway-
man, fancying a pistol was at his head, turned his horse round
and galloped off.”
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1811 to the end of the war. He had previously served in
the West Indies from 1797 to 1801. He lived to be the
senior officer of the regiment, and died at Kildare on the
7th December, 1847.

Major Frederick Griffiths was born in 1768, and edu-
cated at Eton, from whence he was removed to the Royal
Military Academy in 1782. He remained seven years
in the Academy,—not that his progress was slow, but the
promotion in the corps was so slow that the candidates for
commissions were necessarily obliged to wait many years.
He served for some years at Gibraltar, and was afterwards
appointed to the C troop of Horse Artillery,inwhich he held
consecutively the ranks of lieutenant, second captain, and
captain. At the time of the encampment in 1805, when
the king, George III., was present, C troop was quar-
tered at Weymouth, and was noted for its discipline and
efficiency ; the caq‘tain of it not only being commended in
the field bi the king, but often honoured and compli-
mented by his majesty’s sons, who, at that exciting period,
took deep interest in military operations. The troop
having returned to head-quarters, Captain Griffiths re-
ceived an V%'P ointment in the Royal Arsenal. The expe-
dition to cheren induced him toresign the monotonous
duties of the garrison (diversified as they were by those of
the carriage department) for the more glorious field of
warfare, and he therefore wvolunfeered his services to
accompany his corps to Walcheren. Actively employed
in the previous operations for the attack, he was selected
for the command of the battery on the right bank of the
Scheldt on the day before, and the morning of the sur-
render of Flushing. This campaign having been brought
to a close, he returned to England and resumed his duties
as assistant inspector of the Royal Carriage Department.
On the breaking out of the Luddite disturbances, he was
ordered to take command of the northern district, and

roceeded to Weedon with half a battalion of artillery.
fn 1822 Colonel Griffiths returned to Woolwich, and the
following year retired from the corps. He died at South-
ampton on the 19th October, 1846. In the ¢ United
Service Magazine” for 1846 the following tribute is paid
to his memory:—* Colonel Griffiths was one who was
admired and esteemed for his scientific attainments, up-
right and honourable conduct, thorough knowledge of all
the duties of an artillerist (combining deep-searching theory
with that touchstone of ability, imctice), throughout the
period of his whole life, thus exhibiting the qualities of
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an accomplished gentleman, energetic and zealous student,
and right good soldier.”

Captain the Hon. William Gardner was the third son
of Admiral Alan Gardner, and was born on the 6th Oc-
tober, 1774. He entered the Royal Artillery in 1793, and
served in various parts of the world in garrison; though
it was never his fortune to appear before an enemy except
at Walcheren. He was appointed colonel-commandant of
the 10th battalion on its formation in 1846, and died a
lieutenant-general at Bishopteignton in Devonshire, on the
15th December, 1856. He married the third daughter of
General Fyers, R.A., by whom he had several children.
His eldest son is the present Colonel William Bethel
Gardner, R.A.

Captain Charles Younghusband died a major-general at
the Isle of Man, on the 8th April, 1843.

Captain Joseph D’Arcy served in the West Indies in
1793 ,and in Sicily in 1806. On his return from Walcheren,
he, in company with Captain Henry Stone, was sent on a
special mission to Persia. Stone died there on the 7th

ovember, 1812 ; but the services of D’Arcy in instructing
the Persians in the science of artillery were so highly
valued by the Shah, that he bestowed upon him the orders
of the ““ Lion” and “‘Sun,” and, with the consent of the
English Government, retained him for five years in the
service of his son, Prince Abbas Mirza. He died at
Lymington on the 7th February, 1848, aged sixty-seven
years.

Captain Nathaniel Wilmot Oliver died a major-general,
at Chifton, 11th January, 1854.




SIR ALEXANDER DICKSON,
Commander of the Artillery in the Peninsula.
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CHAPTER VII.

¢ Dauntless in dungeon as in breach;
Alike to him the sea, the beach.
* * * *

Alike to him the war that calls

Its votaries to the shatter’d walls ;

The boon which falling heroes crave,

A soldier’s death, a warrior’s grave.”—Scorr.}

THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA, 1808-9.

EMBARKATION OF ARTILLERY AT GIBRALTAR WITH GENERAL
SPENCER'S DIVISION—ARRIVAL OF COLONEL ROBE'S ARTILLERY
WITH SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEY’S ARMY FROM ENGLAND-—BATTLE
OF ROLICA—SHRAPNEL SHELLS—GENERAL SHRAPNEL—GUNNER
HENDERSON—OPINIONS OF THE SHRAPNEL SHELL—DEATH OF
CAPTAIN GEARY—BATTLE OF VIMIERA—GALLANTRY OF COLONEL
ROBE—LIEUTENANT ROBE—ARRIVAL OF COLONEL HARDING'S
ARTILLERY WITH SIR JOHN MOORE'S ARMY-—GALLANT DEVOTION
AND DEATH OF GUNNER M‘NEIL—ARRIVAL OF COLONEL COOK-
SON’S ARTILLERY WITH SIR D. BAIRD—RETREAT TO CORUNNA—
ATTACK AT BENEVENTE—BATTLE OF CORUNNA — DEATH OF
COLONEL HARDING AND OTHER ARTILLERY OFFICERS FROM OVER-
EXERTION DURING THE RETREAT TO CORUNNA.

Ox the 12th May, 1808, acomﬁan of the Royal Artillery,
commanded by Captains T. S. Hughes and H. T. Fanquier,
embarked at Gibraltar to form part of the division under
General Brent Spencer, the destination being unknown.
The same evening Captain Fanquier* was ordered to dis-
embark on account of the state of his health, and Captain
Hughes became so alarmed at the heavy responsigility
upon him that reason forsook him, and he was placed under
medical observation.f The command of the company was
now entrusted to Captain W. Morrison, and the following
day the expedition sailed. Many were the rumours as to
its destination ; the greater number of the troops believed
they were for Egypt, until finding themselves in the
Atlantic, they were firmly persuaded that South America
was to be the scene of their adventures.

All the conjectures, however, were erroneous, for in a

: * Retired July 19, 1808.
+ Died at Gibraltar six days afterwards (May 18), having forced
himself through a window while in delirium of fever.
K
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few hours they found themselves attached to the blockad-
ing force before Cadiz, and remained on board for a month,.

during which time fresh transports arrived with officers
and men of the Royal Artillery, and the following dispo-

sitions were made :—
. “H.M.S. Atlas, off Cadiz,
11th June, 1808.
“ GENERAL ORDER.

‘ Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay* being arrived, he will
assume the command of all the artillery.

“ Captain Lloyd is to act as adjutant, and Lieutenant
Mitchell as quartermaster to the Royal Artillery.

¢ One 6-pounder and one light howitzer will be attached
to the first brigade, under the charge of Captain F. Smitht
and Lieutenant Holloway] of the artillery.

“One 6-pounder and one light howitzer will be attached
to the second brigade, under Captain Morrison and Lieu-
tenant Johnstone.

“ One 6-pounder and one howitzer to the 6th regiment,
under Lieutenants A. Thomson§ and Leathes; and one
6-pounder and one howitzer to the reserve, under Captain
Cowley|| and Lieutenant Festing.

“ The brigade of 12-pounders will be held in reserve.”

This force was landed in Cadiz, with the exception of
the brigade under Captain Smith, which was stationed at
Santa Maria.

The victory gained over the French by Castanos at
Baylen, rendered these troops unnecessary at Cadiz and
accordingly they were re-embarked, and, with the exception
of a portion of the Royal Artillery, which was ordered to
return to the garrison of Gibraltar, joined the army under
Sir Arthur Wellesley, which had arrived from England.

To this army was attached 357 of the Royal Artillery,
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Robe, the briflz:des bei
commanded by Major Viney, Captains Geary, Elliott,q ::ﬁ
Lawson; Lieutenant Patten*#* adjutant. ey embarked
at Cork on the 12th July, and arrived off the coast of
Spain on the 20th, and landing at Figuieras, in Mondego
Bay, on the 1st August, they were joined by Spencer’s
division on the 5th.

* Died at Canterbury, September 6, 1834.
+ Died in London, June 22, 1837.

1 Died at Gibraltar, October 19, 1813,

§ Died at Leith, July 5, 1828.

Il Retired 1812.

9 Died near Hastings, August 26, 1855,
** Died at Emsworth, August 28, 1842.
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upon the enemy’s guns, which were pouring a destructive
fire of canister upon our attacking columns. These guns
now turned their fire upon ours with round shot, and thus
the infantry was relieved from the canister.

A brigade of artillery being required in front of the
attacking columns, a rush was at once made by two of the
batteries disengaged to be first at the post of honour.
Captain_Geary’s battery was, however, the first to cross
the small stone bridge over the Columbeira, and the other
at once retired. In a short time the top of the heights
was reached by this battery, and the guns were prepared
for action. The French skirmishers advanced to within
sixty yards of the guns, and Geary having fired one gun
charged with canister, as he pointed the second said, “ I'll
be properly into them this——" time he would have added,
but he raised his left hand half-way to his head and fell to
the ground perfectly lifeless. A shot had passed through
his head, having entered half an inch above his left eye-
brow. Captain Geary left a wife and five children, and
had he not been ordered for active service he would have
resigned his commission and settled down at his farm in
the Isle of Wight, having 800L. a year private income. His
body was rolled in a sheet and buried by the officers of
the artillery and engineers at eight o’clock the same evening,
the funeral service being read by Lieutenant Patten.

On the 21st August the British, who were strongly
gosted in and about the village of Vimiera, were attacked

y the French under Junot, and here, as at Rolica, they
experienced a signal defeat. In this battle the artillery,
though they did great service, did not have an officer killed
or wounded. On one occasion the enemy’s cavalry were
about to turn our right flank, when they received a dis-
charge of spherical case from the 9-pounder battery under
Captain Elliott—they at once turned round and effected a .
hasty retreat.

A column of about 5000 grenadiers was at one time
advancing upon our guns, covered by a swarm of Volti-
geurs, who came to within twenty yards of the guns. The
artillery kept up a most destructive fire with round shot
and canister, and at every discharge a complete lane was
cut through the column from front to rear by the round
shot, whilst the canister was committing dreadful carnage
on the foremost ranks. At this moment Colonel Robe,
turning to Captain Landman of the engineers, said, * If
something be not very quickly done, the enemy will in a
few minutes have our guns, and we shall be all bayoneted."
Landman then suggested that Le should order up his horse
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and prepare for the worst. “No! no!” exclaimed the
gallant Robe, with scorn, * I'll neither leave my guns nor
my gunners ; I'll share the fate of my brave boys, be it
what it may.” The French column, however, did not reach
our guns by about sixty yards, for it was fired into, charged, °
and driven into the utmost disorder by the 50th regiment,
who, when the broken column turned and fled, chased them
for nearly 300 yards.

During the battle the divisions under Generals Acland
and Anstruther arrived from England; with them were
379 of the Royal Artillery, amongst whom was Lieutenant
‘William Robe, the eldest son of the colonel. He arrived
during the early part of the action, and remained by the
side of his father the whole of the day, the old man de-
claring his happiness complete by having his son with him.
He afterwards proved himself a good soldier, as will be -
seen in the course of the work.

Major-General Sir Harry Burrard was among the rein-
forcements which landed during the action, and at its
close he relieved Sir Arthur Wellesley of the command of
the army.

This officer began his military career in the Royal
Artillery. He entered the Academy in April, 1768, and
received his commission a8 second heutenant on the 17th
June, 1772. Four years afterwards he resigned his com-
mission in the artillery, and was promoted into the 60th
regiment. He died in 1815.

Directly after the battle of Vimiera, Sir John Moore’s
army arrived from England, and disembarked at Maceira
Bay. Great difficulty and some loss was sustained in
getting on shore, an operation only effected by five days
of incessant exertion on the part of the navy; the boats
were constanily swamped by the surf, and not more than
thirty remained fit for service at the conclusion. There
were 712 men of the Royal Artillery with this division,
under Colonel Harding, the brigades being under Captains
‘Wilmot and Drummond. The artillery lost a number of
men by the upsetting of the boats, and many who had
lar:lded perished in the attempt to save a drowning com-
rade.

Foremost in this enterprise of danger was a young
Scotch gunner, in Captain Drummond’s company, of the
name of McNeil. Three times he had returned to land in
safety, bearing at each return an exhausted comrade in his
arms. Another boat upset in bounding through the dan-
gerous whirlpool. McNeil heard the cry of despair from |
the crew, and although his strength was subdued by grea*
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exertion, threw himself into the raging element, to return,
alas! no more. The noble fellow had grasped the arm of
one of the imploring suppliants, when the prow of a ship’s
launch, impelled by a heavy sea, struck him a fatal blow
upon the head. He sank, and towards evening the tide
left his inanimate body on the shore. It was interred
the same night, the funeral service being read by one of
his own officers.

It was in October Sir John Moore commenced his march
from Lisbon into Spain, when he sent the whole of his
artillery (twenty-four pieces) by the Talavera road, under
an escort commanded by Sir John Hope, taking one bat-
tery, under Captain Wilmot, with himself, by Almeida, to
try the roads, which were pronounced by the Portuguese
to be impracticable for artillery. Sir John soon found,
however, that he had been misled, and being in great
anxiety for the safety of his guns, wrote to Sir John Hope
a8 follows:—*The road we are now travelling is prac-
ticable for artillery; the brigade under Wilmot has al-
ready reached Guarda, and, as far as I have seen, the
road presents few obstacles, and those easily surmounted :
this knowledge was, however, only acquired by our own
officers.” He then instructed Hope to trust no longer to
reports, but seek for himself a shorter route to Salamanca.

On the 29th October Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna
with a considerable reinforcement, and after some delay he
advanced to meet Sir John Moore, leaving a portion of his
army at Corunna.

There were 798 artillerymen with this division, under
Colonel Cookson,* including two troops of Horse Artillery
under Captains Dowman and Eveleigh.t

‘While these three armies were wandering about Spain
in the hopes of being speedily united, Buonaparte was
pouring troops into the country by thousands, and by the
4th December he had defeated two Spanish armies and

* Colonel George Cookson saw considerable service during his
long life. He served in the Royal Navy in the American war, at
the alternate captures and defences of the West India Islands,
1773-7. He obtained a commission as lieutenant in the Royal
Artillery in 1778 ; in 1785 he commanded the detachment of the
artillery on the unhealthy shores of the Black River on the Spanish
Main in South America for nine months. His other services in
Holland, Egypt, Hanover, and Copenhagen have been recorded in
the preceding chapters. He died a lieutenant-general at Rsher,
Surrey, on the 12th August, 1837, aged seventy-five years,

+ Died at the Isle of Wight, 24th August, 1859, being at the
time the senior officer of the regiment.
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Rp their gun and hurrying towards their friends in
ont.

‘While Napoleon was watching the rear-guard of the
retreating army, on the lst January, 1809, he received
despatches which caused him at once to give up the pur-
suit and return to France. Feeling confident, however,
that the doom of the British army was fixed, he gave the
command to Soult, who he conceived had nothing to do
but conquer them. .-

The torrents of rain, the heavy falls of snow, the roads
roughwithrocks or deeswith mud, togetherwith the scarcity
of provisions, rendered the retreat very miserable at this
period, and caused much disorder in the British army.

On the 2nd, detachments of the hostile armies met and
engaged at Villa Franca. Captain Carthew’s battery
rendered effectual service in this action, severely handling
and eventually staying the progress of a French column.

During these operations a young officer of the artillery,
Lieutenant Henry Mnssend{m Leathes, was wounded.
His wound was not of a serious nature, nor were his sub-
ment services at Waterloo, &c., of a character which

for a special notice, but he has within a few days
passed from among us, and with him his well-known

¢“Words of friendship, comfort, and assistance.”

Descended from the distinguished family of Mussenden
(which includes Sir William de Mussenden, Grand Ad-
miral of England, and the founder of Missenden Abbey)
in 1848, having some time previously retired from the
army, he succeeded to the family estates in Suffolk. He
at once became conspicuous in his efforts to do good : his
kindness of heart and unbounded charity made him
universally resiected, and in 1863 the Emperor of the
French sent to him the gold medal of honour in apprecia-
tion of the services he had so long rendered humanity.

He died at Lowestoft on the 16th December, 1864.

On the 13th January the army came in sight of Corunna
and the sea, but great was their consternation not to see
the transports in the bay. Sir John, however, quartered
his troops in Corunna, and determined to defend it man-
fully till the transports could get up from Vigo, where
they were detained by contrary winds. Here was found
abundance of arms and ammunition, so much that, for fear
it should fall into the hands of the enemy, care was taken
to destroy it. A party under Colonel Cookson, Royal Ar-
tillery, blew up two magazines containing twelve thousand
barrels of gunpowder, producing a concussion that shook

N
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the town like an earthquake. On the following day, the
14th, the transports hove in sight, and the sick, the horses,
and baggage were at once embarked, the army meanwhile
preparing for a fight, for Soult was now close upon the
town. Fifty pieces of artillery were embarked, and there
were only nine guns kept on shore for action. These were
commanded by Captains Beane, Drummond, Wilmot,
and Carthew. The nature of the ground prevented any
movement of the artillery on either side, hence the
French columns in their attacks were exposed to a fire of
grape, which they could not return because of the distance
of their batteries.

That the French were beaten, Sir John Moore killed,
and the army embarked during the night of the 14th and
ﬁlorning of 15th, are facts weﬁ known by every reader of

istory.

‘When rest succeeded to toil, the effect of the over-
exertion during the retreat told fearfully on the army, and
on no portion so much as the artillery. {.ieutenant eorge
‘Wilson died the day he embarkec{ (13th January), Cap-
tain Romer (16th) and Captain Carthew (22nd) died while
on the passage, and Lieutenant George Lear died on
board the Norge* directly after her arrival at Plymouth
on the 24th. The commander of the artillery, Lieut.-
Colonel Harding, never recovered from the ill effects of
this campaign, but lingered on, doing little or no duty, at
‘Woolwich until his death, which took place on thefollowing
18th of June.

* Norge, captured from the Danes at Copenhagen, much used
for the conveyance of troops by the British army during the war.
Took Major Munro’s company to America in 1814,
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CHAPTER VIIL

¢¢ Three hosts combine to offer sacrifice ;
Three tongues prefer strange orisons on high ;
Three gaudy standards flout the pale blue skies ;
The shouts are France, Spain, Albion, Victory I”—ByRox.

THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA (CONTINUED),
1809—1812.

OFFICERS COMMANDING THE ROYAL ARTILLERY IN THE PENINSULA—
SIR EDWARD HOWARTH—PASSAGE OF THE DOURO—BATTLE OF
TALAVERA — CAPTAIN TAYLOR — ARRIVAL OF ROSS'S TROOP —
BATTLE OF BUSACO—INCREASE OF HORSE ARTILLERY—CAPTAIN

' BULL—SKIRMISHES, ETC.—BATTLE OF FUENTES D'ONOR—GALLANT
CONDUCT OF NORMAN RAMSBAY AND HIS TROOP—SIEGES OF
OLIVENCA AND BADAJOZ—BATTLE OF ALBUERA—SECOND SIEGE OF
BADAJOZ — REINFORCEMERTS TO THE ARTILLERY—SIEGE OF
CIUDAD RODRIGO—THIRD SIEGE, AND CAPTURE OF BADAJOZ—
MAJOR DICESON—ALMAREZ—SIEGE OF FORTS, AND BATTLR OF
SALAMANCA~—RIBERA—MAJALAHONDA—ENTRY INTO MADRID—
SIEGE OF BURGOS—COHANGES IN THR ARTILLERY—8IR AUGUSTUS
FRAZER—OPERATIONS ON THE SOUTH-EAST COAST OF BPAIN.

IN the meantime another expedition was prepared in
England, and flaced under the command of Major-General
Sherbrooke. 1t sailed from Ramsgate on the 10th January,
1809, and after encountering a series of contrary winds and
tempestuous weather, proceeded direct for Cadiz, in the
hope of securing that important seaport. The Spani
refusing admittance to the British force, the latter imme-
-diately proceeded to the Tagus, and the defence of Portugal
then became the primary object of Great Britain.

Sir Arthur Wellesley arrived at Lisbon on the 22nd
April as commander-in-chief of the combined British and
Portuguese armies; Sir J. Craddock having the command
-of the British, and General Beresford of the Portuguese
forces. Some of the British artillery were attached to
Beresford’s army, of which Captain Alexander Dickson
had the command, as well as of the Portuguese artillery,
in which service he was nominated lieutenant-colonel.

The Royal Artillery of the British army was commanded
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humanity and kindness to the wounded British, and,
among others, Captain Taylor recovered, and was sent to
France, where he remained a prisoner till the end of the
war.* Lieutenant Henry Wyatt was the only artillery
officer killed.

On the morning after the battle, a division under General
Crawford reached the army, accompanied by Ross'st
troop of Horse Artillery, after a march of sixty-three
miles, accomplished in twenty-six hours, in the hottest
weather.

The French overran nearly the whole of Spain during
the autumn and winter of 1809, and in the spring of 1810
made Ereparations to invade Portugal and drive the English
into the sea.

In June Massena laid siege to Ciudad Rodrigo (occu-
pied by the Portuguese), and compelled it to surrender on
the 10th July. He then advanced to Almeida, and in so
doing came in contact with Crawford’s division of the
British army on the banks of the Coa. An engagement
took place, but Crawford was overpowered and compelled
to retire. Captain Ross’s troop was for some time engaged
with the guns attached to the enemy’s cavalry, which were
of much larger calibre, and as the infantry retired they
were effectually covered by Ross’s guns.

This was on the 24th July, and the French advanced to
besiege Almeida, which they captured on the 27th August.
There was now no further obstacle to their advance, and
on the 16th September, Massena, huving been considerably
reinforced, commenced his march towards the British army,
which he found strongly posted on the heights of Busaco.
The whole French army halted in front of the British
position on the 26th September, and on the following
morning, at daybreak, they moved on to the attack.
Brigadier-General Howarth commanded the artillery in
this battle, during which the whole of the batteries main-
tained a heavy and incessant cannonade.

* Captain (afterwards Major) Taylor was born at Carlanstown
House, Westmeath, in March, 1779. He received a commission in
the Royal Irish Artillery in 1799, and in 1801 was incorporated
into the Royal Artillery. He served three years in the West
Indies, and afterwards accompanied 8ir John Moore to Sweden
and Spain, and took part in the Corunna campaign. He died
suddenly, of apoplexy, as he was returning from the mess to his
residence on Woolwich Common, and was found in a sitting posi-
tion, life being quite extinct, on the morning of January 2, 1830.

+ The present General Sir Hew D. Ross, G.C.B. .
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That portion of the corps described by the poet as

¢ The fleet ordnance whirled by rapid steed,
That rivals lightning’s flash in ruin and in speed,”

was reinforced by two troops under Captains Bull* and
Lefebure,t which, with some additional brigades of field
artillery, took part in this action.

The battle was begun by two Euns under Captain Lane,}
which were ordered up with the 88th regiment to meet
the advancing enemy, while the Portuguese battery, under
the German major Arentschild, passed at a trot towards
the St. Antonio pass, in front of the 74th regiment.

The troops of Horse Artillery rendered great service,
detachments moving about with the infantry to all the
desirable points. A portion of Ross’s troop, under Lieu-
tenant Macdonald,§ played sharply upon Marchand’s
column in the pine wood, from which it was soon after-
wards driven by the Guards. After an hour’s fruitless
effort, the French withdrew, and the roar of battle ceased.

Wellington now withdrew his troops to the strongly
fortified lines of Torres Vedras, and was followed by
Massena, who no sooner witnessed the impregnable de-
fences which sheltered the English, than he 1n turn retired
towards the frontiers of Portugal, followed by portions of
the British army, who greatly harassed his troops, render-
ing their retreat a most difficult and unpleasant operation.

On the 11th March, 1811, the army having advanced,
overtook the enemy at Pombal, when a smart skirmish
ensued, and the French were driven out of the town, At
Redinha, on the following day, they made a daring stand,
but at last were obliged to retire.

Excepting a small skirmish at Casel Nova, the hostile

* Captain (afterwards Lieut.-Colonel) Robert Bull was born at
Stafford on March 3, 1778. He entered the Royal Artillery in
1794, and served as lieutenant in the West Indies in the cam-
paigns of 1796-98, during which he was nine times engaged in
the island of St. Domingo. He commanded the I troop of
Horse Artillery in the Peninsula, until compelled, from the
severity of his wounds, to return to England. He afterwards dis-
tinguished himself at the battle of Waterloo (see chap. xii.). His
death took place at Bath, April 17, 1835,

+ Died at Madrid, October 28, 1812.

+ Was compelled to leave the regiment on account of the effects
produced upon him by a sunstroke.

§ The late Major-General Alexander Macdonald (junior) died at
Aix-la-Chapelle, May 31, 1856.
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armies did not again engage until the 15th March, when
the French were vigorously driven from a strong position
at Foz d’Arouce. all these actions the troops of Horse
Artillery rendered most important service.

Captain Ross was twice wounded—at Redinha on the
12th, and at Foz d’Arouce on the 15th.

On the 3rd April, the enemy being defeated at Sabugal,
on the Coa, were driven out of Portugal. Massena now re-
tired on Salamanca, and after restoring order among his
troops and receiving - reinforcements from France, he
again advanced towards Portugal. On the 3rd May he
came up with and attacked our troops stationed in the
village of Fuentes d’Onor, and on the 5th, both armies
being fully drawn up, a severe battle took place in and
about the same village.

It was on this day that an officer of the Royal Artillery
attracted the attention of the whole army and elicited the
admiration of the world. This was William Norman
Ramsay, the second cuﬁtain of Bull’s troop, an officer alike
distinguished for his kindly disiosition and gentlemanly
qualities as for his bravery and skill as a soldier.

The conduct of Bull’s troop throughout the action was
admirable. Nothing could exceed the skill and boldness
with which it was mancuvred; but while covering the
infantry (temporarily thrown into confusion by the cavalry
passing through the intervals) it was surrounded and cut
off by the French cavalry.

Guns thus dealt with are almost always lost, and conse-
quently the army ceased to think of Ramsay and his men,
except as prisoners. Presently, however, a great commo-
tion was observed among the ¥rench squadrons ; men and
officers closed in confusion towards one point, where a
thick dust was rising, and where loud cries and the
sparkling of blades and flashing of pistols indicated some
extraordinary occurrence. e spectators gazed with
intense interest.

Suddenly the multitude was violently agitated; an
English shout arose, the mass was rent asunder, and
Norman Ramsay burst forth at the head of his battery,
his horses breathing fire and stretching like greyhoun
across the plain, his guns bounding like things of no
weight, and the mounted gunners, in close and compact
order, covering the rear.

The escape of Ramsay’s guns is wholly without a
parallel in the annals of modern warfare, The French came
on at a rapid pace, but in bad order, and were checked
by different squadrons as they came up. Ramsay was still

-
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Portuguese artillerymen, who were raw and inexperienced,
and the guns, which were brass, were soon injured by the
frequent firing. The fire of the fort was vigorous and
well-directed; and the consequence was, that in the course
of a few hours the whole of the guns in the battery were
rendered unserviceable.

Fresh guns were then ordered up, but Beresford hearing
of the advance of Soult, relinquished the further prosecu-
tion of the siege, and advanced towards him.

The hostile armies met at Albuera on the 16th May.
A furious battle ensued, which terminated in favour of the
allies. The loss, however, was very severe on all sides.
The artillery, which was most importantly posted and hotly
engaged, was commanded by Major Hartmann, of the
King'sGerman Legion ; the British batteries being directed
by Major Hawker, and the Portuguese by Major Dickson.

The first artillery to come into action were Dickson’s
Portuguese guns, which, opening from a rising ironnd
above the village, ploughed Goudinot’s column. The fire
of the troop of Horse Artillery, under Captain Lefebure,
enabled Lumley to check the advance of the enemy’s
cavalry at a most critical part of the battle ; and the British
batteries under Hartmann coming into action, they engaged
those of the enemy at half-range, showers of grape being
discharged on both sides, causing enormous losses. Five
of our guns were at one time in the enemy’s posses-
sion, but they were recaptured by the Kusiliers under
Cole.

The celebrated Polish Lancers made a furious charge
on Cleeves’s* German battery. Cleeves gave the word
¢ Fire ” when they were within fifty yards of the guns.
Many saddles were of course emptied, but the charge was
not prevented ; the enemy rushing right between the guns
and sabreing so many gunners and horses, that as they re-
tired Cleeves could only man two guns with which to fire
into them. This was the only occasion on which this
renowned body of cavalry ever appeared before the British

army.
Lyefebure's troop distinguished itself at Usagre a few
days after the battle, it having been sent with the caval
in pursuit of the enemy, who were retreating tow:
Seville. * Cette position est rendue encore plus critique
par l'artillerie Anglaise, tirant & mitraille sur nos regimens

# Major Cleeves died at Selby, June 8, 1830, being at the time
on his way to Hanover, whence he had come to visit his friends in

this country.
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by Major Joseph Carncross,*Captains Robert Macdonald,{
Robert Douglas, and Stewart Maxwell.]

An action was fought at El Boden on the 25th Sep-
tember, and the village of Aldea de Ponte was attacked
by the enemy on the 27th. The Portuguese artillery under

ajor Arentschild was severely handled by the French on
the former occasion, but they behaved nobly, those who
were not cut down at the guns returning to them as soon as
the enemy retired. Detachments of the Royal Horse Artil-
lery were in action at Aldea de Ponte. Lieutenant Dunn
received a musket-ball in his groin during this engagement,
and it remained unextracted till the day of his death, 24th
J n'lly, 1863.

he campaign of 1811 closed with some smart affairs
between Hill's division and the enemy, the former being
victorious on all occasions. Major Hawker’s battery was
distinguished throughout these operations.

The campaign of 1812 opened with the siege of Ciudad
Rodrigo, ngic was invested on the 6th January. Here
the whole of the Royal Artillery§ were engaged ; the siege
companies in the batteries and the troops and field brigades
with the covering army.

The corps was commanded on this occasion by Major-
General Borthwick,|| the direction of the siege being en-
trusted to Major Dickson. The companies which served
in the batteries were commanded by Captains Holcombe, 9
Power,** Dynely,{+ and Dundas.}i The field artillery
was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Downman.

* See chapter v.

'll; Died at Inchkenneth, Argyleshire, November 10, 1856, aged
eighty.

. 1 Died at Paris, June 17, 1824, having been ten years onm sick
eave.

§ That is, the whole of the artillery with the army. There
were, of course, companies in garrison at Cadiz, Lisbon, &c.

| Died at Margate, July 28, 1820.

®] The life of this gallant officer, distinguished in after years for
his attachment to and zeal for the service of his Great Captain,
the King of kings, was published a few years ago under the title
of ¢The Change.” The son of & minister in the West of Rng-
laénd; he was born in 1781, and died at Edinburgh, March 6,
1847.

** The late General Sir William G. Power, K.C.B., colonel-
commandant of the 10th brigade. Died at Shanklin, Isle of Wight,
January 23, 1863, aged eighty-one.

1+ The late Lieut. -General Thomas Dynely, C.B. Died in Londen,
June 21, 1860.

1+ The late Major-General William Dundas, an officer distis-

i
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The rapid execution produced by the well-directed fire
kept up from our batteries afforded the best proof of the
merits of the officers and men of the Royal Artillery, while -
their sufferings are a sufficient testimony to the manner
thc:iy were exposed and the difficulties under which they
had to perform their duties. Major-General Borthwick,
Captains Power, Dynely, and Dundas were all severely
wounded, and the loss in artillerymen was very severe.
On the 19th January the fortress was assaulted and cap-
tured ; and as soon as it was garrisoned and supplied with
stores and provisions, Wellington planned his arrange-
ments for the reduction of Badajoz.

He had artillery sent out to sea from Lisbon, as for some
distant expedition; and then secretly carried in small boats
up the Setubal, to Alcacor de Sol, and thence by land to
Badajoz. The infantry arrived before the place on the
16th March, and it was invested on the same day.

Major Dickson conducted the details of the artillery
service, as well as upon former occasions, under the general
superintendence of Colonel Framingham, Major-General
Borthwick having been obliged to quit the army through
the suffering caused by his wounds.

The same companies served in the batteries, with the
addition of Captain Gardiner’s, and some Portuguese com-
panies under Major Tulloh, Lieutenants C. C. Mitchell*
and T. Coxt of the Royal Artillery.

After extraordinary exertions several batteries were com-
pleted, which, on the 25th March, opened on Fort Picurina,
the enemy’s advance-work. The fort having been much
injured by our fire, Wellington deemed it advisable to
assault it the same evening; accordingly, after dark, 500
men of the third division moved forward to the attack.
A short but violent contest ensued, and the work was in
possession of the British. The reserve was led to the
support of the assaulting party by Captain Power, R.A.,
to whom the commandant of the fort surrendered.

By the capture of Picurina the besiegers were enabled
to establish their second parallel with little loss, and on

guished for his scientific attainments, and his inventions and im-
provements in gunnery, &c. Died at Edinburgh, August 8, 1858,
* See chapter x.

+ Lieutenant Cox served as captain of a Portuguese battery
from this time till the end of the war, having previously served
with the Royal Artillery during the Corunna campaign. He re-
mained with the Portuguese army till 1819, and returning home,
became adjutant of the King’s County Militia, retaining that ap-
pointment till December, 1854, 9 ]

L A
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the night of the 26th two breaching batteries opened fire
within 300 yards of the place. Lieutenant John 3 . Connel,
R.A., was killed on the 28th.

About six o’clock on the morning of the 31st March, an
advanced battery (known as No. 7), armed with twelve 24-
pounders, commenced its tremendous fire against the
defences of Badajoz. The enemy answered with shot and
shell so effectually as to explode the magazine three hours
afterwards, and by noon a considerable part of the batte
was in ruins. An officer who took an active part in this
siege, and afterwards in the assault, in making mention of
this battery, says—* I was proceeding in the trenches and
met two artillerymen, carrying in a blanket a wounded
ﬂsmer from No. 7 battery, the left side of whose head

been struck by a cannon-ball, and his brains, in the
unbroken membrane (like a bag), hung on his shoulder.
Jd remonstrated on the uselessness of gragging this poor
expiring man to the camp, the half of his head having been
shot away. They laid him down to rest, and at thas
moment he expired; and judging that the men had no
objection to be employed out of the battery, I recom-
mended them to bury their comrade on the spot and
return immediately to the battery, where they were much
required. Soon after I met some more artillerymen con-
veying (also in a blanket) from the same battery an artil-
lery officer, Captain Dundas, very severely wounded : he
was a heavy man, and his left arm dreadfully shattered,
the shirt and coat torn to rags, his arm was bent over the
side, and the weight of his body swagged to the groand.
I stopped to assist in putting him into a better position,
and laid his left arm straight by his side :* his left thigh
was also dislocated, and his hip-bone broken. I themn
passed to the battery as a spectator; it was indeed im
ruins; the embrasures and buttresses, and nearly all the
parapet, were demolished and open to the town. The
embrasures were repaired, and the bombardment con-
tinued vehemently ; the enemy also threw some shot and
shells in rapid succession.”

Under such circumstances as these did the artillery nobly
perform their duty at Badajoz. By the 6th April there were
three breaches open, and orders were given to storm.
Captain William Latham was killed on this day, and the
loss in artillery was very great.

After a desperate struggle, during which some 2000
men were killed, our infantry obtained possession of Bada-

* It was afterwards amputated.
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33‘72, which was at once putin a state of defence by Lord
ellington.

The' commander-in-chief had on all occasions exhibited
a predisposition in favour of Major Dickson, R.A., and at
the conclusion of this siege he brought him prominently
to the notice of the Government by the following passage
in his despatch :— ,

*¢ Adverting to the extent of the details of the ordnance
department during this siege, to the difficulties of the
weather, &c., with which Major Dickson had to contend,
I must mention him most particularly to your lordship.”*
And in a letter to Colonel Torrens, the military secretary,
he says: *“1Ilikewise wish again to draw the notice of his
Royaly Highnesst to Major Dickson. Iam certain that there
is not an officer in this army who will not admit that he
deserves any favour which can be conferred upon him.”

Lieutenant Daniel Bourchier,i R.A., was also mentioned
by Wellington, as well as the captains of companies.

An army under Sir R. Hill was now despatched to
effect the destruction of the enemy’s works at Almarez,
which was accomplished after a sharp struggle on the 19th
May. A brigade of 24-pounders, a company of the Royal
Artillery, and a company of Portuguese artillery, under
the command of Dicﬁson (now lieut.-colonel), were at-
tached to this force. Circumstances did not permit the
guns to be brought into play, but the exertion of the corps
during the attack and destruction of the place was un-
wearied.

‘Wellington now advanced on Salamanca. The army
crossed the Tormes on the 17th June by the fords above
and below Salamanca, and preparations were immediatelg'
made for the reduction of the forts. On the 19th Sir S.
Cotton ordered Ross to turn his battery of 6-pounders
upon a group of French officers. At the first shot the
enemy seemed surprised, and at the second their gunners
ran to their pieces, and in a few minutes a reply from eight
12-pounders showed the folly of provoking a useless com-
bat. Later in the day the guns in battery, commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel May, R.A., opened fire.

Unfortunately the ammunition became exhausted before
the breach was rendered practicable, and an attempt was
made to escalade the forts, which, however, was unsuc-

* The Earl of Liverpool, prime-minister.
+ The Duke of York, commander-in-chief.
8.‘!.‘ Retired (major on half-pay) 1829 ; died at Dublin, October 22,
1852.
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cessful. Captain 8. P. Elige, R.A., was killed on this
day, and Captain Dynely received a wound in the face.

A cavalry skirmish took place on the 20th, and Bull’s
troop was ably manemuvred. A few days after, the defi-
ciency in ammunition being supplied, a spirited cannonade
was commenced.

On the 27th the largest fort, St. Vincente, was in flames,
aniﬁ)repmtions were at once made for an assaunlt. The
smaller forts were soon carried, and the governor of St.
Vincente surrendered. About 700 men were made pri-
soners, the works were blown up, and the captured guns
and stores given to the Spaniards.

Welliniton and Marmont kept cautiously manceuvring
and watching each other’s motions, with the hope of
advantageous%y making an attack. Never upon any former
occasion were, and scarcely ever since have been made
such incessant movements of one army in the face of
another for so long a period without a decided attack. It
was not till the 22nd July that a general action took
place, the BATTLE oF SALAMANCA, the consequences of
which were very great.

The whole of the troops and batteries, under Lieut.-
Colonel Framingham, were engaged more or less during
this eventful day; the battery under Captain Douglas,
however, rendered most effective service, silencing the
French guns, which were pouring a most destructive fire
on our advancing columns.

A few days after the battle of Salamanca the troop of
Horse Artillery under Captains Lefebure and Whinyates®
(which was on the Tagus with Hill’s force) distinguished
itself in a brilliant affair, resulting in the total defeat of
the French cavalry at Ribera. Major-General Long, who
commanded, spoke in the highest terms of all the troo;
under his command, particularly the Horse Artillery, who
displayed great activity in their movements and precision
in their fire, by which the enemy suffered considerably.
Our loss was only one man killed and seven wounded;
whereas the enemy had thirty men and a great many
horses killed, eleven men and above thirty horses taken.

Marmont baving been wounded, the command of the
French army devolved on General Clausel, who, after the
defeat at Salamanca, retreated to Burgos. Wellington,
therefore, marched his troops against the army commanded
by Joseph Buonaparte. -

®* The present General Sir E. C. Whinyates, colonel-commandant
of the B brigade of Horse Artillery.
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On the 10th August an engagement took place with a
body of the enemy’s cavalry, w ich had been sent forward
to watch the motions of the allies. This force was driven
in in the morning by Brigadier-General D’Urban, who
moved on to Majalahonda, where he took post with his
briﬁzde of Portuguese cavalry, Captain Macdonald’s troop
of Horse Artillery, and the cavalry and light infantry of the
German Legion.

The enemy’s cavalry having again approached, Brigadier-
General D’Urban ordered the Portuguese brigade to charge
the leading squadrons of the enemy, which appeared too
far in advance to be supported by the main body. The
Portuguese cavalry advanced to the attack, but before they
reached the enemy, turned about and fled, leaving behind
them, unprotected and unsupported, the guns of Mac-
donald’s troop, which had been moved forward to co-
ogerate with them. By the activity of the officers and men
of the troop, the guns were moved off ; but owing to the
unfavourable nature of the ground over which they were
moved, the carriage of one was broken, and two others
were overturned, and these three guns, with Captain
Dynely* and the detachments of the troop, which re-
l::miged trying to get them off, fell into the enemy’s

ands.

On the 12th August the allies entered the capital of
Spain, from which Joseph had retreated with his army ;
and it is needless to say that the British were re-
ceived by the whole population with the greatest enthu-
siasm.

On the 1st September Wellington quitted Madrid ; on
the morning of the 7th the army passed the Douro, and
on the 19th they entered Burgos, the French retiring into
the castle. The investment of the place was at once
commenced, though the whole of the siege artillery with
the army consisted of but three 18-pounders and five 24-
pounder howitzers, and the supply of ammunition was
very deficient. The siege was allotted to the 1st and 6th
divisions, while the main body of the army advanced to
the neighbourhood of Quintanapala. The siege lasted from
the 20th September to the 29th October, during which
time the castle was assaulted four times, and at the end
of the period our few guns were all either destroyed by the
enemﬁ or rendered useless by excessive firing. The siege
was then raised, but it was acknowledged on all sides that

* Captain Dynely escaped from the enemy, and rejoined the army
on August 23.
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duty to sit as president of courts-martial, and sentence his
fellow-creatures to death. On one occasion, after the exe-
cution of a murderer, he was obliged to draw his sword
and defend himself and the hangman from the fury of the
Spanish populace.

The news of Wellington’s defeat of Marmont, and his
occupation of Madrid, caused Victor to relinquish the
blockade of Cadiz and retire into Grenada. The French,
after destroying their works—the creation of so much toil
and expenditure—retreated with such precipitation from
before Cadiz, that they left behind a vast quantity of
their stores and several hundred pieces of ordnance, some
of which, of extraordinary length, had been cast for this
very siege, and thirty gun-boats.

A force consisting of 1600 British and Portuguese troops,
and about 3000 Spaniards, was instantly despatched to
Seville, the only Place in Andalusia now held by the
enemy. Three field pieces, with the requisite num[‘;er of
men of the Royal Artillery, under Captain William
Roberts,* accompanied this expedition. They left Cadiz
on the 8th August, and were before Seville on the 27th.
The outworks of the suburb of Triana were surrendered
by the enemy, and the British at once marched into the
main street. At first it was thought the city was aban-
doned, but on passing a side street they were saluted with
case-shot, which struck some of the horses of the howitzer
as they passed the opening.

Captain Roberts immediately halted his two rear guns,
unlimbered to the left, and engaged the enemy. It was
here that the gallant Lieutenant Brett was slain; he re-
ceived a grape-shot between the eyes. The death of this
officer, who was alike distinguished for knowledge of his
profession, for gallantry, and the most urbane manners,
was the greatest loss the force sustained.

He had commanded for more than two years the danger-
ous post of Fort Puntales, at Cadiz, where he had escaped
unscathed, and he volunteered to accompan{ Captain
Roberts on this expedition, and thus lost his life, and the
service a most promising young officer.

The next day Captain Roberts and Lieutenant Raynest
visited the Cartusa, for the purf)ose of taking account of
any stores that might have been left there, and on enterin
they observed powder loosely scattered about the beautif;

* Died at Southampton, July 9, 1851.
+ Captain W. A. Raynes served at Copenhagen, 1807, the Co-
runna campaign, at Cadiz, and the subsequent campaigns in the
Peninsula. He died at the Isle of Man, October 29, 1850.
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marble pavement which leads up to the high altar, and at
a short distance from them were some Spaniards, one of
whom was smoking. The captain suddenly called out,
““ Run, Raynes, run!” and they had scarcely fled out at
the gate when the whole building appeared one sheet of
flame, accompanied with a low rumbling noise.

Fortunately no one was injured by this explosion; but
we have now to recount a more serious occurrence, the
trap laid by a treacherous enemy being this time successful.

A division from Cadiz, under the command of Major-
General Cooke, including Lieut.-Colonel Duncan and
Major Hughes’s battery of the Royal Artillery, arrived at
Seville shortly after its capture.

On the 29th September, Colonel Duncan, accompanied
by Hughes, Roberts, and Second Captains Cairnes and
Bedingfield, went to examine a powder-mill which the
French had made use of. On the party entering the
building some loose powder was observed scattered care-
lessly about, but this excited no suspicions of treachery;
in fact, such a thing was not for a moment thought of.
Upon one of the Spaniards who accompanied the party,
however, setting some part of the mac%inery in motion,
an almost instant explosion took place, followed by several
others, and the entire building was shaken to the ground.

Colonel Duncan, who happened to be near the door,
rushed out, and his body was found lying on a heap of
rubbish, without any appearance of injury from the fire,
but with two deep wounds on the head, caused by the
falling stones and materials of the building.

Thus perished ignobly the gallant Alexander Duncan,
who as a subaltern had highly distinguished himself at
Toulon and Corsica, and who by his conduct at the battle
of Barossa had proved himself second to none as a com-
manding officer of artillery.

He was a remarkably fine, handsome man; and, as a
commanding officer, he possessed not only the love and
respect of all who served under him, but their confidence
in the highest degree. Every man knew he was safe so
long as he did his duty to the best of his ability ; for
Duncan was a straightforward, honest soldier, and as such
despised all underhand or vindictive proceedings.

Igis reports were open and manly, not ‘ secret and
confidential.”

Captains Bedingfield* and Cairnes were very severely

* Died at Northallerton, Yorkshire, December 26, 1864, aged
eighty.
M
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injured by this explosion; both of whom ultimately re-
covered, but the latter—the kind, generous, and amiable
Robert Cairnes—perished afterwards at Waterloo.

Captain Birch* succeeded Duncan in command of the
artillery at Cadiz, the companies being kept in the gar-
rison until the end of the war. .

Major-General Cooke, who succeeded Graham in the
command of the garrison, appointed Lieutenant F. Warde,t
Royal Artillery, divisional brigade-major; and such was
the confidence felt in him as a staff-officer that he was
afterwards appointed by General Capel to the responsible
post of deputy assistant adjutant-general. This appoint-
ment he held till the end of the war, when he resumed his
duty as a lieutenant in the Royal Artillery.

CHAPTER X.

¢¢ Nor yet, alas ! the dreadful work is done;
Fresh legions pour adown the Pyrenees :
It deepens still, the work is scarce begun,
Nor mortal eye the distant end foresees,” —BYRoOX.

THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA (CONTINUED),
1813-14. .

DEPARTURE OF COLONEL ROBE FOR ENGLAND — COLONEL FISHER —
SIR ALEXANDER DICKSON—MARCH OF THE ARMY—BATTLE OF
VITTORIA — NORMAN RAMSAY IN TROUBLE—THE ADVANCE OX
PAMPELUNA—SIEGE OF SAN SEBASTIAN—BATTLES OF THE PYRE-
NEES, NIVELLE, AND NIVE—PASSAGE OF THE ADOUR—ORTHES
—TOULOUSE—CONCLUSION.

‘WINTER passed away, the army recovered from its hard-
ships, and Lord Wellington was indefatigable in perfecting
the equipment of every department, to enable lum to take
the field efficiently when the season should come round
and active operations be again renewed. Nothing could
surpass the splendid state of discipline produced by this
period of inactivity while the army was reposing in winter
uarters. Its matériel was now truly magnificent, power-
?ul reinforcements having arrived from England; tAe
artillery was complete in every requisite for the field.
Colonel Robe arrived at Lisbon, carried on the shoulders

* Died at Dublin, June 29, 1851.
+ The present Major-General Warde.
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of his men, on the 13th December, and as soon as he could
be moved, was conveyed on board ship for England.* His
place was supplied by Colonel Fisher, the next senior
officer, but shortly before the commencement of active
operations in May, 1813, Lord Wellington persuaded that
officer to relinquish the command of the artillery, which
he at once bestowed on Lieut.-Colonel Dickson. By so
doing Lord Wellington not only wounded the private
interests and feelings of many, but violated military
usages by iiving him command of several officers senior
to him in the corps. Colonel Fisher was a kind gentle-
man, accomplished; and with all the spirit of a soidier;
but there is an immense difference between the elderly
officer who respectably adheres to the line of duty laid
down for him with the same methodical precision that he
would use in the barrack field at Woolwich, and one who
possesses energy of mind and vigour of body to set diffi-
culties at defiance, defeat siratagem by stratagem, grapple
with adverse circamstances, and even turn them to good
account. Such an officer Colonel Fishert was not—such
an officer Colonel Dickson was.

* Colonel, afterwards Sir William Robe, was' the son of a ser-
geant in the Royal Artillery, who, by virtue of his long service and
exemplary conduct, was promoted to a second-lieutenancy in the
Invalid Battalion, and afterwards appointed proof-master of the
regiment, and who was rewarded by living to see his son a knight,
and his grandson mendoned by the Duke of Wellington as having
distinguished bimself in the Peninsula. He died at Woolwich,
July 1, 1814, Sir William Robe received his commission as second-
lieutenant, May 21, 1781, a year after his father’s elevation to the
same rank. He served in various parts of the world, including the
expedition to Copenbagen and the early campaigns in the Penin-
sula, until, disabled by wounds, he was totally unfit for active
service, and obliged to return to England. He never recovered the
proper use of his leg, but suffered great pain until his death, which
took place at Woolwich, November 5, 1820, his age being fifty-five
years. Sir William Robe was tbe father of four distinguished
officers ; the eldest, William Livingstone, was killed at Waterloo
(see - chapters vii.,, x., and xii.); the second, Alexander Watt,
gerved in the Royal Engineers, and was present in most of the
actions of the Peninsula in 1813-14, afterwards went on the New
Orleans expedition, and returned to England for the purpose of
proceeding to the Netherlands in 1815 ; he died in 1849. The
third son was the late Colonel Thomas Congreve Robe, Royal
Artillery, who died at Bermuda, September 21, 1853. George
Mountain, the fifth son of Sir William Robe, belonged to the Bengal
Native Infantry ; he died in 1825.

+ Colonel, afterwards Sir George Bulteel Fisher, was a son of the
Rev. John Fisher, of Calbourn, Isle of Wight, and brother to the

M2
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Fortunately for the service, Colonel Dickson was a man
so generally beloved, that his appointment over the heads
of his seniors did not produce those effects of jealousy and
sullen obedience which might, perhaps, be expected on
such an occasion. When he assumed the command, he
appeared in an old and very shabby Portuguese uniform,
and from considerate motives he never changed it during
the whole of the campaign, thus escaping the feelings of
jealous envy which he feared might at times arise in the

reasts of his seniors if he arrayed himself as a brigadier-
general of the British army.

Major Frazer, who arrived in the Peninsula during the
winter, and who, on the return of Lieut.-Colonel Down-
man to England, was appointed to the command of the
Horse Artillery, was one before whom Dickson was pre-
ferred. His feelings, which are expressed in the following
extract from one of his letters, will give a tolerable idea of
the general feeling of the corps on this occasion:—* I
shall get on very well with Dickson ; he was second to me
in the South-American expedition, and then obeyed my
orders with the implicit readiness which I shall now
transfer to his. He 18 a man of great abilities and quick-
ness, and without fear of any one.”*

Bishop of Salisbury. He was commandant of Woolwich garrison
from February 1827 until his death, and is remembered as a most
kind and aminble gentleman. He died in the Arsenal, March 8,
1834, aged sixty-nine years.

* Bir Alexander Dickson, the son of Admiral Dickson, of S8yden-
ham, near Kelso, was born June 3, 1777, and received his first
commission as second lieutenant November 6, 1794. He served
at the attack on Minorea in 1798, and the siege of Malta in 1800,
In 1807 he was on the South-American expedition, and served in
the Peninsula with the Portuguese artillery until he was selected
by the Duke of Wellington to the command of the Royal Artillery.
He served subsequently in America and the Waterloo campaign
(see chapters xi. and xii.). On the death of Sir John Macleod he
was appointed adjutant-general of artillery, and he held that
appointment till his death, which took place in London, April 22,
1840. Sir Alexander Dickson had three sons, who followed in his
footsteps. The eldest, William, was a lieutenant in the Bengal
Artillery ; he died in India in 1827. The second, Alexander
Stephen, entered the Royal Artillery in 1833 ; in 1840 he was sent
with a party of non-commissioned officers to instruct the Turks in
the practice of artillery ; and he died at Constantinople, January 27,
1845. Sir Alexander Dickson’s third son is the present Colouel
Collingwood Dickson, an account of whose services will be found in
chapters xvii. and xviii. In 1847 a handsome monument was
‘d to the memory of Sir Alexander Dickson by the officers
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The head-quarters of the army left Frenada on the 22nd
May, and the artillery bade adieu to Malhada de Sourda
on the same day, arriving at Ciudad Rodrigo in the
evening.

Most of the troops and batteries had already started,
the different divisions and brigades having marched so as
to reach the Douro by the 23rd May. Major Ross’s
troop was attached to the light division under the imme-
diate command of Lord Wellington, and moved forward
on Salamanca by the direct route. Captain Beane’s troop
was with the second division under Lord Hill, and ad-
vanced on the same point by Alba de Tormes. The other
divisions and cavalry brigades marched under General
Grabam, with instructions to effect a junction with the
remainder of the army at Valladolid. The artillery of
this force was composed of three troops of Horse Artil-
lery, under Captains Gardiner, Ramsay, and Webber
Smith, and six batteries (or brigades) of Royal Artillery,
under Captains Douglas, Lawson, Maxwell, Brandreth,
Dubourdieu, and Cairnes. Hill's cavalry engaged the
rear-guard of the enemy near Salamanca on the 26th
May. On this occasion Beane's troop played effectively,
causing them to retreat, leaving upwards of 200 prisoners,
seven tumbrils of ammunition, and a quantity of baggage
on the field.

There is no occasion to dwell upon all the skirmishes
which took place at Morales, Osma, San Millan, &c., in
which Ross’s and Gardiner’s troolgs played important
parts, nor upon the retreat of the French from Burgos ;
suffice it to say that no movements during the whole war
exceeded in brilliant effect the rapid advance of the army
from the Douro to the Bayos, from the left bank of which
stream the enemy’s rear-guard was driven on to the main
bo’f‘ifv at Vittoria. -

he moment had at length come when the enemy,
whose whole movements since the commencement of the
campaign had been those of retreat, was compelled to
" make a final and decisive stand on the Spanish territory,
or suffer himself ingloriously to be driven headlong on the
Pyrenees. Joseph Buonaparte, who commanded (having
arshal Jourdan as his general), decided on the former,
and on the 19th June concentrated his forces in position
in front of Vittoria. During the 20th the English army

of the corps, upon which is given the names of all the battles
and sieges in which he took part. It is in the grounds of the
Royal Military Repository at Woolwich.
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was collected together, and on the following morning
beﬁ‘a.n the attack.

'he right column, under Sir Rowland Hill, drove the
enemy’s left from the mountains of Puebla at the point of
the bayonet, then crossed the Zadora and attacked the
heights of Subijana de Alava. The first shot from our
side sent a wheel off one of the enemy’s gun-carriages on
the other side of the river, spinning it into the air ; others
of the guns opposed to If 's_advancing column were
similarly served by those of Beane’s troop before the
he’ifhta were gaineg.

he enemy’s front was now attacked by the 3rd, 4th,
and 7th divisions, but his artillery poured so destructive a
fire upon these columns as to check the advance. Fifteen
of their guns, well served, presented a battery somewhat
formidable. It was to this fire, supported by their in-
fantry, that we had to oppose our guns ; and for the s
of more than half an hour this brilliant battle of artille
continued on both sides ; the enemy’s fire being weaken
however, our infantry, supported by two troops of Horse
Artillery, resumed the advance, and bearing down all
opposition, carried the heights, captured twenty-eight

1eces of artillery, and drove the enemy back on Vittoria.
:{htain Cairnes was thanked in{general orders by General
Dalhouse for his services on this occasion.

Major Frazer, observing some squadrons of cavalry near
our guns, rode forward to ascertain who they were, and
was surprised to find himself alone among the enemy.
Fortunately no one heeded him, and he at once rode back
and brought up Gardiner’s troop, who quickly caused
them to shift their quarters. As Major Frazer was
bringing up this troop along a narrow road, with the guns
almost at a gallop, he saw a wounded French officer lying

" in the centre of the road. Another minute, and the pon-
derous weight of the guns would have crushed the sufferer
into the earth as they passed over him; but with the
rapidity of thought Frazer threw himself from his horse,
dragged the Frenchman to the bank that skirted the road,
and remounting with the same rapidity, had barely time
to escape the fearful death from which he had saved an
enemy. Providinﬁohim with some brandy, and leaving
him in charge of Bombardier Smith, Major Frazer after-
wards sent a surgeon to attend the wounded officer, who
turned out to be General Sarrut. He said he was grate-
ful, but dying, being dreadfully wounded with case-shot.®

* Major Frazer, in a letter dated June 22, writes :—*‘ General
Yarrut is dead. Poor man ! I wish now I had taken his decora-



THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA. 167

" As soon as the heights werein our possession the vi]laﬁe
of Gamarra Mayor was most gallantly stormed by a brigade
of the 5th division, assisted by two guns of Major Lawson'’s
battery. The enemy suffered severely and lost three
pieces of cannon. Lieut.-General Graham then proceeded
to attack the villaﬁe of Abechuco with the 1st division, by
forming a strong battery against it, consisting of Captain
Dubourdieu’s brigade, and Captain Ramsay’s troop of
Horse Artillery, and under cover of this fire the German
Legion advanced to the attack of the village, which was
carried, and three guns and a howitzér were taken.

Two powerful attempts to regain the village having been
repulsed, the result of the day was no longer doubtful, and
the last stroke, to the total discomfiture of the French,
being given by driving from the heights of Zadora two
divisions of reserve infantry that commanded the passage
of the river, our victorious army joined in one general
pursuit of the fugitive foe.

Captain Webber Smith’s guns now arrived, and as soon
as he could clear away our men he opened with canister
upon the retiring dragoons, who abandoned the whole of
the baggage of the French army—waggons, carriages, and
¥ackages of every description. Another division of in-

antry now came up, preceded by Norman Ramsay with
some guns. He was pressing forward with as much anxiety
as if the success of the day depended on his personal
exertions. As soon as he saw the column of French
dragoons he unlimbered, and dismounting, laid one of the
ns himself, and marked the effects of his fire, heedless
of the friendly cheer of the infantry, so completely was .
he engrossed in his own occupation. .

The victory was now complete; the enemy had left on
the field 150 pieces of cannon, 400 caissons, 12,000 rounds
of ammunition, 2,000,000 musket cartridges, and 1000 pri-
soners, and were now flying, a helpless and disorganized
mob, along the road to Pampeluna.

Immediate orders were now sent for horse artillery,
those on the ground having expended all their ammunition,
and in a few minutes Ross’s troop, regardless of roads,
had crowned the heights, from whence 1t showered down
balls and howitzer-shells upon the terrified masses, now
urgeddinto efforts of accelerated flight by the slaughter
around.

- tion of the Legion of Honour; but, though I saw it, the general
thanked me so warmly, and squeezed my hand with such earnest-
ness, ,t’lmt I felt it would have been ungenerous to have taken the
prize.
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Though the artillery played so important a part in this
battle, their losses were not very severe. CcHonel Ma
and Lieutenant Woodyear,* both on the staff, were struc
with spent balls; and Lieutenant Swabey, of Gardiner’s
troop, received a severe wound in the knee. These were
the only casualties among the officers; there were nine
gunners killed, and one sergeant and fifty-two rank and
file wounded. .

By Lord Wellington’s mention of the artillery, he was
evidently satisfied with the conduct of the corps in this
action ;+ and the Prince Regent was graciously pleased, in
consideration of the very striking and unexampled cir-
cumstance of the whole of the British artillery having
been brought into action at the battle of Vittoria, and the
whole of the enemy’s artillery having been captured in
that glorious victory, to grant to all the officers command-
ixg divisions of artillery ten shillinlfs per diem, to the
officers commanding brigades five shillings per diem, and
to Colonel Dickson, a8 commanding officer of the whole,
twenty shillings per diem.

As night threw its shadows over the scenes just described
all further pursuit of the enemy was abandoned, and
Vittoria became the rendezvous of Lord Wellington and
his staff. On the following morning the arn‘x% resumed
its march in two grand divisions—one, under Wellington,
following up the enemy to Pampeluna ; the other, under
Sir T. Graham, proceeding by the great road from Vittoria
to Bayonne.

It was on this day that Norman Ramsay, the idol of the
corps, committed an error through which he lost the good
opinion of Wellington and his share in the honours be-
stowed on his brother officers. Passing him on the road,
Lord Wellington ordered Ramsay to take his troop to a
village then near, adding that if there were orders for the
troop in the course of the night he would send them.
Early the following morning Ramsay received orders from
a etaff officer to rejoin his brigade. He at once proceeded
to do so, when he was met by Wellington, who angrily
ordered him to be put under arrest, and his troop hinded
over to Captain Cator, for having disobeyed his orders in
not remaining at the village until he received further direc-

* Lieutenant Lumley Woodyear's wounds appeared slight at
first, but he succumbed to the effects of them, and died Sep-
tember 1, 1813. .

+ ¢“The artillery was most judiciously placed by Lieut.-Colonel
Dickson, and was well served ; and the army is particularly ia-

w to that corps.”— Wellington's Despatch.
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enemy from the positions theyhad occupied in the Pyrenees,
the greater part of the artillery, however, being sent to
besiege San Sebastian. :

The force under Sir T. Graham came up on the 25th
with the enemy under General Foy, at Tolosa, he having
barricaded the gates of the town and occupied the con-
vents and buildings around. A general attack began be-
tween six and seven in the evening. Two guns of Ramsay’s
troop, and two 9-pounders of Dubourdieu’s battery, quickly
dispersed a body of the enemy on the plain, and one of
the 9-ponnders was afterwards brought up to burst open
the Vittoria gate. The troops then entered, but the enemy
made their escape in the dark through the Pampeluna gate.
Sir T. Graham continued to push them along the road to
Bayonne, dislodging them from every position in which
they attempted to make a stand. They were at last
driven across the Bidassoa by a brigade of the Gallician
army, and the garrison of Passages having surrendered to
a Spanish force, Graham proceeded at once to the attack
of gan Sebastian.

This fortress was invested on the 1st July, and the
necessary preparations were at once made to besiege it.
The artillery was commanded by Colonel Dickson, Lieut.-
Colonels May and Frazer having charge of the batteries.
The men w{o worked in the batteries were under the
control of Major Smith, Captains Lawson,* Dubourdieu,
Power, Morrison, and Parker. A naval brigade under
Lieutenant O'Reilly also assisted in the batteries.

On the 15th July a battery of four guns was established
for the purpose of demolishjng the convent of San Barto-
lomeo and an adjoining redoubt which the enemy had
occupied. Not having had the anticipated effect, on the
16th some howitzers were placed 80 as to take the redoubt
in reverse, and the enemy was compelled to abandon it.
An attack was accordingly made on the convent by the
infantry, but without success.

On the morning of the 17th a number of field guns
were brought up, and at ten o’clock the convent was as- *
saulted a.ng carried.t

The way being thus cleared, operations were pushed
forward against the town, and the siege began on the

* Died at Bath, April 23, 1819,

+ “I cannot conclude this report without expressing my perfect
satisfaction with all the officers and men of the Royal Artillery,
both in the four-gun battery, emplqyed for three days against the
convent, and on the opposite bank of the river, whence several
field pieces were served with great effect.”—Grakam’s Despatch.
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Horse Artillery ; Ross’s troop being conspicuous on nearly
every occasion.

Vhen the siege of San Sebastian recommenced, two
additional field officers, Majors Dyer* and Bucknert (both
volunteers), assisted in the working of the batteries. An
increased fire of artillery, from batteries erected on the
isthmus, opened on the breaches and defences, enlarging
the former and silencing the guns in the latter. Lieutenant
Jones, of the Engineers, who was a prisoner in San
Sebastian during this bombardment—having been taken
during the assault of the 25th July—speaks of the artil-
lery as follows :—* The excellence of the British artill
is well known ; nothing could surpass the precision wi
which the shells were thrown, and the accuracy with
which the fuzes were cut. It is only those who have had
the opportunity of witnessing their fire, and comparing
it wjitth that of the French, that can speak of its supe-
riority.”

A little before noon on the 31st August the columns
advanced to the assault. Many desperate efforts were
made to carry the breach, but each time on attaining the
summit, a heavy and close fire from the intrenched ruins
within destroyed all who attempted to remain, and those
at the foot fell in great numbers from the blank fire.

Then, in that desperate moment, when hope might have
been supposed to be over, an expedient unparalleled in
the recorga of war was resorted to. The British batteries
opened on the curtain, and the storming parties heard with
surprise the roar of cannon in the rear, while but a few
feet above their heads the iron shower hissed horribly
and swept away the enemy and their defences. The con-
duct of the batteries during the assault of San Sebastian
offers an example of precision of aim and absolute coolness
on the part of the gunners never surpassed. When the
column of attack stood upon the breach, checked, but not
dismayed, by the extent of the obstacles opposed to it,
six guns from a battery about 300 yards in rear of the
sap opened their fire, throwing shot and shell with such

* Afterwards Lieut.-Colonel Sir John Dyer, K.C.B. On July 4,
1816, Sir Jobn Dyer was field officer of the day at Woolwich, and
observing the horses of Colonel Fyers’ carriage take fright and run
away, he made endeavours to stop them. In so doing he was
struck on the breast by the pole of the carriage and knocked down,
the wheels passing over his body. He survived only a few hours,
. leaving a widow and four children to lament his untimely end.

+ ‘Colonel Buckner, C.B., died at Chichester, March 12, 1837,

_«l sixty-four.



THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA. 173

accuracy over the heads of the troops, that large gaps
were cut in the ranks of the defenders, and a mine was
fired before its time, through which the assailants entered.*
A long and obstinate resistance was continued in the
streets, but by five in the evening opposition had ceased,
and San Sebastian was in possession of the British.
Many valuable soldiers fell in this assault, but none
more regretted than Lieut.-Colonel Sir Richard Fletcher,
the commanding engineer, an officer who had served in
the Royal Artillery, and who was greatly esteemed by the
whole army for his gallantry and professional talent.
Lieutenant Hugh Morgant and two gunners were
wounded during the bombardment of the castle, which
surrendered on the 8th September, the garrison marching
out and laying down their arms. Colonel Frazer recog-
nised among the prisoners the officer who had so gallantly
come down the breach after the first assault to assist our
wounded. He ran up to him and offered his services, and
discovered his name to be Loysel de Hametiere, captain
of the grenadiers of the 22nd regiment. ¢ There,” said
he, “are the remains of the brave 22nd; we were the
other day 250, not more than fifty now remain.”
Colonel Frazer introduced him to the Duke of Welling-
ton, by whom he was restored to liberty unconditionally.
The high character sustained by the Royal Artillery
during this laborious siege cannot be given in better
language than that of Sir T. Graham i1n his different
reports. In that of the 27th July, after the unsuccessful
attack, he says:—* The conduct thronghout the whole
of the operations of the siege hitherto -of the officers and
men of the Royal Artillery and Engineers never was ex-
ceeded in indefatigable zeal, activity, and gallantry; and
I beg to mention particularly to your lordship Lieut.-
Colonels Dickson, Frazer, and May, and Major Webber
Smith.” At the capture Sir T. Graham reports :—* I have
now only to repeat the expression of my highest satisfac-
tion with the conduct of tﬂe officers of the Royal Artillery
and Engineers as formerly particularized in the report of
the first attack. Every branch of the artillery service
has been conducted by Colonel Dickson with the greatest
ability.” And after the surrender of the castle :—' Be-
sides the officers of artillery formerly mentioned, who
have continued to serve with equal distinetion, I should

* The firing of these guns was proposed to §ir T. Graham by
Colonel Dickson.

+ Died at Cheltcnham, June 28, 1860.
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not omit the names of Captains Morrison, Power, and
Parker, who have been constantly in the breaching bat-
teries and in the command of companies.”

After the fall of San Sebastian nearly a month ela
unmarked by any hostile movements on the part of either
army. During the interval both were employed in
strengthening their respective positions by the construc-
tion of field-works, and in preparing for the farther
prosecution of the campaign.

On the morningFof the 7th October the allied army
moved against the French, and after a hard day’s fighting
effected the passage of the Bidassoa, causing the enemy
to retreat. ss’s, Ramsay’s, and Smith’s troops and
Michell’s* battery’(late Dubourdieu’s) were engaged at the
commencement of the action, in different parts of the
position ; but on crossing the river the enemy retired, and
there was no further need of their services.

The artillery encountered many difficulties in crossing
the Pyrenees. The rugged mountains, the bad roads,
and above all, the intrieate windings they were compelled
to take to avoid the enemy, occasioned many disasters,
such as the upsetting of carriages, &c. ; the snow on the
tops and sides of the mountains, and the heavy rain in
the valleys, increased the difficulties tenfold.

On the 27th October Ross’s troop, with Douglas’s and
Sympher’s (German) batteries, received orders to advance.
T{ne former, which was particularly active during the
whole of the campaign, reached Vera on the morning of
the 28th, after struggling nearly twenty hours among the
mountains ; the batteries did not arrive at Salines (an
adjoining village) until the afternoon of the 29th. Three
guns ongaxwell's battery were so firmly imbedded in
the mud and snow, that all attempts to withdraw them
were fruitless; they were therefore buried and abandoned.

On the 10th November the battle of the Nivelle was
fought, and the allies entered France.

hough the whole of the allied army conducted itself in
a manner impossible to be surpassed, no small portion of
the success of this action must be attributed to the
artillery under Colonel Dickson. By the indefatigable
exertions of that officer, and those under him in command
of batteries, artillery was brought to bear on the enemy's
works from situations which appeared utterly inaccessible
to that arm. A mountain battery under Lieutenant

.

* The present Lieut.-General Sir J. Michell, K.C.B., colonel-
commandant of the 5th brigade.
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Robe, consisting of guns harnessed on mules trained for
the service, ascended the most difficult ridges, and showered
down destruction on the intrenchments below.* The
attack was begun at daybreak by eighteen guns, which
opened on the enemy’s advanced redoubt near Sarre.
After a severe pounding from these guns, the infantry of
the 4th division stormed and carried the redoubt. Ross’s
troop then galloped to a rising ground in rear of another
redoubt (Grenada), drove the enemy from it, when the
British infantry carried it and the village of Sarre, and
advanced to the attack of Clausel’s main position. Part
of it was carried, but Clausel stood firm, covered by
another redoubt and a powerful battery. These were
speedily silenced by Ross’s guns, the only battery that had
been able to surmount the difficulties of the ground after
passing Sarre. The British infantry then carried the
redoubt, drove Clausel from his position, forced the French
to retire, and the rout was complete.

Sir Howard Douglas, when in committee on the Ord-
nance Estimates in 1845, said—* That operation was worth
all the money the Horse Artillery ever cost the country.”

Other troops and batteries, though they did not play
80 important a part, rendered effective service at different

arts of the position. Ramsay’s troop, Brandreth's,}

ichell’s, Douglas’s, Sympher’s batteries, and Tulloh’s
Portuguese artillery, all contributed to the success of the
day, and great consternation was created among the
enemy by the shot from Robe’s mountain guns, which
came tumbling down among them when they thought
themselves secure. The artillery had six men killed in
the action, and thirty-five wounded, including Lieutenant
J. Day, of Ross’s troop. .

The achievements of the 10th November were followed
by an interval of repose. The allied army went into can-
tonments between the Nivelle and the sea, while Marshal
Soult withdrew his army within an intrenched camp in
front of Bayonne.

‘Wellington now determined, in order to extend his lme
of supply, to seize the strong ground between the Nive

* ¢¢ The artillery which was in the field was of the greatest use
to us; and I cannot sufficiently acknowledge the intelligence and
activity with which it was brought to the point of attack, under
the directions of Colonel Dickson, over the bad roads through the
mountains in this season of the year.”— Wellington’s Despatch.

+ Served at Malta, 1800; coast of France, 1803; Corunna
campaign and Walcheren, 1809. Died at Chudley, Devon, Sep-
tember 24, 1851.
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and the Adour. The allied army accordingly advanced
on the 9th December, and after five days’ severe fighting,
the enemy was compelled to retreat to the Adour.

On the first day, the only guns engaged were those-of
Ramsay’s troop and a Portuguese battery. Ross was on
the ground, but was not calleg‘;pon to engage. Ramsay
behaved with his usual gallantry; he was twice struck
with musket-shot—first on the chin, and afterwards in the
breast, a ball having flattened a button of his waistcoat.
He never left the field, but remained with his troop
until the 14th, when the enemy retreated; he was then
compelled to report himself wounded, being unable to
move from his quarters. On the 10th, Ramsay’s troop
did considerable execution among the enemy, as did Captain
Mosse’s* battery (late Lawson’s), which arrived on the
field most opportunellw;. Captain Cairnes, who was present
as a spectator, his battery being at Fuenterabia (a few
miles in the rear), received a severe wound in the head.

The artillery were not in action on the 11th, and on
the 12th there were but two guns of Mosse’s battery
engaged.

Most of the batteries which could be brought up, espe-
cially those of Hill’'s division, were warmly engaged in
the final struggle on the 13th; Ross’s troop was parti-
cularly engaged, and, with a battery of Portuguese guns,
kept the enemy from advancing by the main road. One
of ?Roas’s guns was dismounted by a shot which broke the
axletree ; but a spare carriage being at hand, the gun was
soon replaced and in action.

The following extracts from the despatches speak for
the services of the artillery in the battles of the Nive :—

¢ Captain Ramsay’s troop of Horse Artillery moved with
the left and centre columns, and I had much reason to be
pleased with the active and judicious manner in which he
and his officers conducted themselves, and with the effect
of the fire of the troop.”—Sir Jokn Hope, 10th December.

* In my former reports I ought to have mentioned that the
troop of Horse Artillery commanded by Captain Ramsay,
and the brigades of artillery commanded by Captains Car-
michael and Mosse, have been employed with the advanced
troops on the 10th and 11th, and that they conducted
themsclves to my satisfaction.”—S8ir Jokn Hope, 13tA
December. :

“The two brigades of artillery under Lieut.-Colonel
Ross and Lieut.-Colonel Tulloh were most judiciously

* Died at Devonport, February 9, 1831,
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posted to command the road, and caused considerable loss
to the enemy in his advance, and during the contest upon
our centre; the zeal and activity of these officers were
most conspicuous throughout the day.

“ I feel myself particularly indebted to Major Carncross
of the Royal Artillery, with the officers of his department.”
—~Sir R. Hill,16th December.

The winter had now set in with severity, and ended all
military movements for a season. Towards the middle of
February, the weather having then become more favour-
able, the army prepared to take the field.

On the 17 tg the enemy were driven across the Gave de
Mauleon by a corps under Sir Rowland Hill; the 92nd
regiment, supported by the fire of Captain Beane’s troop,
crossed the ford, and made a most gallant attack upon
the French infantry, forcing them to retire with consi-
derable loss.

On this occasion Lieutenant G. A. Moore was killed by
a musket-ball.

On the night of the 22nd February the first division
got under arms and marched upon the Adour. The ad-
vanced guard consisted of three light companies of the
1st brigade,*Captain Morrison’s battery, and a rocket
troop under Captain Lane. Their route lay through a
deep, gloomy pine forest, over a bad country road. By
daylight the next morning a battery of 18-pounders was
established on the left bank of the river, which was very
shortly engaged with a corvette—the Sappko—and a few
gunboats. A number of rockets were fired, and one of
them stuck in the bow of one of the boats and sank her.
The French soldiers were so frightened that they jumped
overboard with all their accoutrements, and were drowned.

The practice of the battery was not good at first, from

the want of platforms; but this was soon rectified, and -

the corvette got a most handsome pommelling, and was
glad at last to sheer off, with the loss ofsher captain, and
more than half her crew killed and wounded. One of our
shots cut her flagstaff in two, and the tricolour flag was
seen floating down the stream. An artilleryman, stripping
off his clothes, swam in and brought it out, and it was
soon seen waving on our own battery as a trophy. Captain
Morrison had the skirts of his coat shaved oft’ by a shot,
and being rather Dutch-built, his comrades. were rather
amused at the circumstance, and at the curious appearance
he presented.

A bridge which had been constructed by Colonel
Sturgeon, and completed by -the staff corps, was now to

N

~
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be thrown over the Adour; to effect which a number of
chasse-marées Were sent round the coast from Passages,
laden with anchors and other essentials for the foundation.

The entrance to the Adour was at all times attended
with peril to craft of every description, owing to a bar of
sand, over which the waves rolled with fearful violence.

The enemy had removed the buoys which mark this
dangerous spot, and consequently when the little flotills
bearing the materials appeared at the mouth of the river,
it was necessary, before they proceeded any further, the
bar should be discovered. A boat commanded by Lieutenant
O’Reilly and Captain Faddlyl* of the artillery (who had
volunteered to accompany him), led the way. A high
wind was at this moment dashing the waves over the bar,
and defying the approach of the invaders. They paused
for a moment, during which O’Reilly whispered to Captain
Faddy to unbuckle his sword, then shouted—*‘ Giive way,
my lads!” and through the surf the cutter dashed; but
was presently driven on the shore, overwhelmed by the
waters, :

O’Reilly was thrown senseless on the sands ; but, being
quickly borne away by the soldiers, soon recovered. Faddy
managed to swim to shore, as did also some of the crew:
the rest were drowned.

Two boats swamped, and Captain Elliott and all hands
perished. It was not until the wind had gone down that
the attempt was renewed, and even then our boat’'s crew
were all drowned. Five gunboats, having ten artillery-
men in each, escaped with difficulty.

In the meantime, 500 men of the Guards and 60th Rifles,
with Captain Lane’s rocket brigade, had crossed the river
bg means of a raft, and the enemy, becoming alarmed,
advanced to attack them. The Guards awaited the ap-
proach of the French columns till within a short distance of
their front, and then commenced a well-directed fire; the
guns of Ramsay's troop and Carmichael’st battery, which
were stationed on the left bank, began to cannonade them,
and- the rockets were discharged with terrific effeet,
giercing the enemy’s column, killing several men, and

lazing through it with the greatest violence.

* The present Colonel Peter Faddy. Prior to entering the Royal
Artillery, Colonel Faddy served as a midshipman on board the
Asia, at the capture of the Dutch fleet in S8aldunha Bay, in 1795.
As a lientenant in the Royal Artillery he served in the West Indies

in 1808-9,
+ Died at Elgin, September 21, 1823.
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The result was the almost immediate rout of the
French, who, terror-struck at the unusual appearance,
and at the effect of this novel and destructive projectile,
made the best of their retreat towards the citadel of
Bayonne, which was invested on the night of the 26th.
The bridge across the Adour was completed on the same
day, by means of which a direct communication was
opened between Spain and Bordeaux, and was of the
utmost importance till the end of the war. Three com-

anies of the Royal Artillery remained with Sir John

0£f for the siege of Bayonne, Ramsay’s and other troops
of Horse Artillery forming part of the covering army.
Sir John Hope, deeming 1t expedient to invest the city
more closely, on the night of the 27th attacked the village
of St. Etienne, drove the French out of it, and captured
some prisoners. Part of Cairnes’ battery was engaged,
but there was not much call for artillery, the principal
work being done by General Himiber and his German
brigade. General Himiber applied for some of our artil-
lerymen to bring off a French field piece which was
standing behind a traverse in the road between the enemy
and his own troops, but they could not be spared, and
Colonel Frazer volunteered to lead a party of the Germans
for that purpose. Frazer ran forward, turned the gun
round, and the Germans brought it in. Several of them
lost their lives, however, and Frazer received a musket-
ball in his shoulder.

The opposite sides were.about 100 yards asunder, and
they remained so, firing away at each other for some
time. Two or three attempts were made by the French
to charge a howitzer of Cairnes’ which was stationed in
the road, but they never came up to it, and were even-
tually obliged to retire into the citadel.

On the same day Wellington, with the main army,
attacked Soult at Orthes. ss’s and Gardiner’s troops
particularly distinguished themselves on this occasion,
but not more so than Sympher’s German battery,
which suffered great losses, including that of its com-
mander, who was justly esteemed ir private and highly
valued in public life by his comrades of the British ar-
tillery.

Maxwell’s, Turner’s,* and Michell’s batteries were en-
gaged in this action; twice they had eighteen gums in

.* 'fhe late General Sir G. Turner, K.C.B., colonel-commandant

. of the 12th brigade. Died at Menie, near Aberdeen, December 9,
1864, aged eighty-four years. : -

N2 :
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line. and made splendid practice. “ The conduct of the
artillery throughout the day deserved my highest appro-
bation,” is the only notice of the corps in Wellington's
despatch.

he battle was followed by skirmishes at Aire, Etau-
liers, Vic Bigorre, &c., and tZe battle of Toulouse.

Captain Beane’s troop was engaged at Aire on the 2nd
March, and Captain Macdonald greatly distinguished
himself in attempting to rally the Portuguese troops.

Four guns under Captain Jenkinson* were engaged at
Etauliers on the 5th.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgeon, an officer of superior
merit, who was attached to Lord Wellington's staff, was
killed at Vic Bigorre on the 18th. He began his services
in the Royal Artillery, and served seven years in the
corps, during which he took part in the Egyptian cam-
paign of 1801 ; he was promoted into the staff corps in
June, 1803.

The batteries of Marshal Beresford’s division, under
Major Dyer, were constantly in action during the battle
of Toulouse. Gardiner’s troop (with the hussar brigade)
was brought up to silence the enemy’s artillery at im-
portant points, and the German and Portuguese artillér
under Colonel Arentschild were most warmly engaged.
Lieutenant Blumenbach, of the German artillery, was the
only -officer killed.

IYieutenant Charles Cornwallis Mitchell, R.A., who,
as captain of a Portuguese battery, had rendered great

* At Kingston-on-Thames is a monument erected to the memory
of this officer, on which appears the fullowing inscription :—‘¢ Near
this place lie the remains of Lieut.-Colonel George Jenkinson, C.B.,
third son of John Jeunkinson, Esq., brother of Charles first Earl of
Liverpool : born 24th February, 1783: died 21st March, 1823.
Early in life he entered into the Royal Artillery, and was imme-
diately employed on active service in Holland. He served five
years in Spain under the Duke of Wellington, at whose recom-
mendation he was promoted to the rank of lient.-colonel. Brave,
open, and generous, he gained the love of his friends and the esteem of
the army. Amidst the temptations and vicissitudes of the military
profession, he maintained a steady and uniform course of Christiaa
conduct, and daring a long and paioful illness, which terminated
his life, he derived from religion that support and comfort which
religion alone can impart, and met the awful summons with resig-
nation to the will of God, and humble confidence in His merecy
through the merits of the Redeemer. This tablet is erected to his
memory by his sarviving brothers as a token of their affection and
esteem.”
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service throughout the campaigns, especially at Badajoz
and Vittoria, was brought most prominently forward
during this battle. The Spaniards, having been ordered
to attack a fortified chapel, in their advance entered a
hollow road leading to Toulouse, and finding themselves
under cover from the guns of the fort, distant about
eighty yards, they could not be induced to quit that posi-
tion of safety. But the French infantry came out of the
fort, and from the brow of the ravine poured down a
destructive fire. At this moment Mitchell’s guns were
ordered up to cover the Spanish division and drive back
the French infantry. In their advance the driver of the
leaders of his first gun was killed. Mitchell instantly
sprang from his horse, and, vaulting into the driver’s
vacant saddle, dashed forward with his brigade, placed
his guns in position, and quickly drove the enemy back
into their stronghold. He was at this time about one-
and-twenty, and one of the tallest and handsomest men
in the Peninsular army. His cap had fallen off, and his
appearance, as at full speed he led onward the foremost
gun, excited as much interest as admiration. Towards the
close of the battle Mitchell received a severe contusion
from a spent ball, which kept him some weeks on crutches;
and he had previously been saved from the shot of a
French rifleman by a gunner named Vaz, who, pushing
his captain over the gun he was pointing, received himselt
the ball.

Don Josef de Espileta, the commander of the division
to which Mitchell was attached, and who had not been on
good terms with him, on witnessing his gallant conduct
at Toulouse suddenly embraced him, and asked to be for-
given the ill-will he had evinced towards him. Soon
afterwards the following letter was sent to Sir Alexander
Dickson :—

¢ S1r,—I have sensibly felt the omission in the reports
of the name of Captain Charles Mitchell, who, with two
guns, was placed under my orders on the 10th ult., and
who followed afterwards with the remainder of the Por-
tuguese artillery. My wounds, and other circumstances
it concerns me not now to state, have prevented me from
making any report, and hence many Spanish officers have
been deprived of their merited commendation. Never-
theless, I trust that justice will be done to them; and I
beg to assure you that Captain Mitchell was unsurpassed
for his great serenity in the action on the 10th, notwith-
standing that the guns opposed to him were triple his own
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force.* I am, one -of the most obedient and faithful of
your servants,
“ JosEr DE EsPILETA, &e. &c.”

On the occasion of the sortie from Bayonne (l4th
APril), the last event of the war, Lieutenant enrg
Blachleyt received a wound, his head being grazed an
part of his ear carried away by a musket-ball. He was
the last artilleryman whose blood was shed in this memor-
able war.

Napoleon having abdicated, peace was proclaimed, and
the army prepared to embark at Bordeaux ; the cavalry
and artillery, however, marched through the country—

¢ To Calais ; and to England then,
Where ne’er from France arrived more happy men.”
SHAKSPEARE.

* On the return of the Portuguese army to Lisbon, Mitchell was
attached to the staff of Marshal Beresford, whom in 1820 he accom-
panied to the Brazils, and thence to France. In 1825 he was
appointed Professor of Fortification at the Royal Military Academy,
and a few years afterwards was sent to the Cape of Good Hope as
Surveyor-General, Civil Engineer, and Superintendent of Works.
His attention to the important duties of his triple department for
nearly twenty years, during which he constructed many important
roads, lighthouses, &c., won for him the esteem and admiratien of
the colonists, who, on his retirement in 1848, pronounced him ‘‘an
old and valued friend, an efficient public servant, an elegant and
accomplished gentleman and officer.” During the Kaffir war of
1834 Mitchell served as assistant quartermaster-general on the staff
of Sir Harry Smith, He returned to England im 1848, and died
at Eltham, March 28, 1851.

+ The present Msjor-General Blachley.
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CHAPTER XI.

¢¢To traverse climes beyond the western main,
Where wild Oswego spreads her swamps around,
And Niagara stuns with thundering sound.”
GoLDSMITH.

, THE WAR WITH AMERICA, 1812—1814.

THE CAMPAIGNS IN COANADA—DETROIT—QUEENSTOWN—FORT ERIE
—FRENCHTOWN—CAPITULATION OF YORK AND FORT GEORGE—
STONEY OREEK—CAPTURE OF THE “GROWLER’ AND ‘‘RAGLE”—
NIAGARA, ETC.—DEATH OF LIEUTENANT KESTERMAN—OSWEGO
—OHIPPEWA—LUNDY’S LANE—SIEGE OF FORT ERIE—GALLANT
CONDUCT OF A SERGEANT OF ARTILLERY AT PRAIRIE DU OHIEN
——THE DESCENT ON WASHINGTON— BLADENSBURG— BALTIMORE—
OPERATIONS BEFORE NEW ORLEANS—DEATH OF ALEXANDER
RAMSAY—FORT BOWYER—CONCLUSION.

TaE Americ¢an people, goaded by Buonaparte, had, though .

not actually at war, been on the most unfriendly terms with
Great Britain for some years, and in 1812 (having pre-
viously made extensive preparations) they declared war.
Canada being at this time very deficient of troops, and the
defences having been greatly neglected, on account of the

eat struggle going on in Europe, the Americans no
gcrmbt conceived that this vast colony would fall an easy

rey. :
P I‘I'I one of the first movements on the part of the British,
the capture of Detroit, thirty of the Royal Artillery, under
Lieutenant Felix Troughton,* an active.and intelligent
officer, rendered most effective service. . At the battle of
Queenstown, where the Americans were so signally de-
feated, and where the brave General Brock lost his life, a
small detachment of the Royal Artillery under Captain
Holeroft,} assisted by the Militia artillery under Captains
Powell and Cameron, acquitted themselves with great
. bravery, their fire contributing materially to the fortunate
result of the day.
At the defence of Fort Erie, in November, 1812, the

* Died on passage from America, June 24, 1815.
+ Captain Holeroft received his majority for this action. He
retired, and emigrated to Canada in 1835. .

-



184 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

only artillery employed were the militia under €Captain
Kirby, who, however, was assisted by Lieutenant King and
some non-commissioned officers of the Boyal Artillery.
Lieutenant King was in command of two field-pieces at-
tached to Lieutenant Lamont’s detachment, which, un-
fortunately, was surprised and routed, Lieutenant King
being dangerously wounded and taken prisoner. He died
whilein the hands of the Americans, on the 22nd February,
1813. Bombardier Jackson, of the Royal Artillery, dis-
tinguished himself by firing a 6-pounder rapidly against
the enemy, who were retreating across the river in boats.

At the unsuccessful defence of Frenchtown (18th
January, 1813), which was only provided with one gun,
Bombardier Kitson, of the Royal Artillery, and three
of the Essex Militia, whom lyxe had trained as gun-
ners, distinguished themselves by firing it with success
upon the enemy, and carrying it off with them in the
retreat.

During the night of the 21st a force under Colonel
Proctor advanced towards Frenchtown, and on the morn-
ing of the 22nd captured or destroyed the whole of the
Americans under General Winchester, except about thirty
who escaped into the woods. In this affair Lieutenant
Troughton, R.A., was wounded.

“ T have fortunately not been deprived of the services of
Lieutenant Troughton,” says Proctor, in his despatch, “ al-
though he was wounded ; to whose zealous and unwearied
exertions I am greatly indebted, as well as to the whole of
the Royal Artillery for their conduct in this affair.”

On the 19th April two brigs, with three tenders, 150
marines, and five artillerymen,under Lieutenant Robertson,
destroyed the boats and stores at Frenchtown, and returned
without molestation. A similar undertaking took place
against Havre-de-Grace on the 22nd May, and met with
success.

The Americans having surprised and captured the post
of York on Lake Ontario, advanced towards Fort George,
which was occupied by a small garrison under Brigadier-
General Vincent, including thirty of the Royal Artillery
under Major Holcroft. These, with the exception of one
gunner, were in the plain with field guns awaiting the
enemy’s advance. Vincent soon perceived that the Ameri-
cans numbered more than four times his little force, and
consequently gave orders for them to withdraw. The
9-pounder battery in the fort, although worked by militia-
men, assisted by one gunner of the Royal Artillery, was
most ably served during the whole period of the enemy’s
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first attempt to land; nor was the gun abandoned till
nearly all the men stationed at it had been killed or
wounded.

On the other hand, the 24-pounder, manned also by the
militia, and which ought to have sunk one or two of the
.enemy’s schooners, was spiked and totally abandoned
almost at the commencement of the attack. After some
gallant fighting, Vincent, with his troops, retired to Bur-
lington, about fifty miles from Fort George, and collecting
the little garrisons from Fort Erie and other points, found
himself at the head of 1600 men, and resolved to make a
stand. The American general Dearborn marched after
him, and on the 4th June was seen approaching the English
position.

He encamped at Stoney Creek, about five miles from
Vincent, with 3500 men and nine pieces of artillery. He
intended to attack the next morning, but in this he was
forestalled, for Colonel Harvey, with 700 men, assaulted
his camp at midnight, and the Americans fled in all direc-
tions, leaving two generals, one hundred prisoners, and
four guns in the hands of the English.

A detachment of the Royal Artillery accompanied the
assaulting party for the purpose of taking any advantage
that might occur in the working of the enemy’s funs.
Owing to the darkness of the night, however, and the
precipitate flight of the Americans, the guns could not be
used, but having captured nine horses, with harness, they
took a 6-pounder and a 53-inch howitzer to the British
camp, spiking and dismounting the remaining two pieces.

At the Miami (5th May), and in all the subsequent
operations, ‘‘the Royal Artillery, in the laborious duties

ey performed, displayed their usual unwearied zeal.”

n the 3rd June three boats, assisted by a small
body of troops on the Isle aux Noix, after a spirited
action, captured the United States armed vessels Growler
and Eagle, manned with fifty men in each and twenty-
two guns. There were three gunners of the Royal Artil-
lery 1n each boat, and a detachment on shore under Captain
F. Gordon, who materially contributed to the surrender of
the enemy.

On the morning of the 11th July a small force under
Colonel Bisshopp, including twenty of the Royal Artillery
under Lieutenant R. S. Armstrong,* crossed the Nia-
gara, and attacked the enemy’s batteries at Black Rock.

* The present Major-General Armstrong. He was slightly
wounded during the enemy’s attack on Fort George, May 27, 1813.
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Having landed, they moved with rapidity up to the post,
when the enemy fled, leaving a considerable quantity of
guns, clothing, and stores behind them. Our force being
msufficient to maintain the post, they instantly set to
work to destroy the capture‘f ordnance, bringing away,
however, 4 guns, 177 muskets, 6 ammunition kegs, and a
quantity of shot. They also brought away 181 barrels of
provisions, about 270 blankets, and a considerable quantity
of clothing, iron, leather, &e.

The Americans, seeing the British retire, returned and
poured a destructive fire upon them, as they crossed the
river, by which the commander (Colonel Bisshopp) and
about thirteen men were mortally wounded.

Towards the end of the year three American armies,
under Generals Harrison, Wilkinson, and Hampton, were
marching towards Kingston and Montreal. The three
generals were routed, their forces having been defeated
by the troops under Generals Rottenburg and Vincent,
and the Americans were completely driven out of both
Upper and Lower Canada before winter.

n one of the principal actions during these movements,
which took place at Christler’s Farm on the 11th November,
the artillery were commanded by Captain H. G. Jackson.*

In their retreat the Americans committed savage cruel-
ties, burning down villages, and driving the defenceless

opulation out into the snow. This ferocity excited the
.%ritish and Canadians to retaliation. They crossed the
water, and pursued them in their own territories.

. Fort Niagara was attacked on the 19th December, and
the whole garrison captured or killed. An army of 2000
men, under General Hull, then came up to check the
onward course of the British, but it was met by General
Riall and his little force on the 30th December, and re-
pulsed with great slaughter, followed through the villages
of Buffalo and Black Rock, which were set fire to by the
Canadian militia, whose homes had been so ruthlessly
destroyed by the Americans.

The artillery of this column was commanded by Captain
Bridge,t who was in consequence allowed the honour of
bearing the word “Niagara” on his appointments. In
General Drummond’s despatch relating to the operations
of this period, he says—* Of the conduct of the officers
and troops too much cannot be said. The patience and
fortitude with which they have borne the privation of

* Died at Warley, September 4, 1849.
+ Died at Cheltenham, December 31, 1843,
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1zzles of the enemy’s guns were advanced within
ls of ours. The darkness of the night during
ordinary conflict occasioned several uncommon
our troops having for a moment been pushed
e of our guns remained for a few minutes in
’s hands ; they were, however, not only quickly
but the two pieces brought up by the enemy were
by us, together with several tumbrils; and in
up our guns at one period, one of the enemy’s
8 was put by mistake upon a limber of ours, and
¢ 6-pounders limbered on one of his, by which
pieces were exchanged. CaptainMaclachlane,*
barge of the batteries at Fort Mississaga, volun-
services in the field on this occasion, and he was
rounded. Captain Mackonockiet and Lieutenant
received great praise for the manner in which
inder their direction were served ; as did also
Austin, who directed the Congreve rockets, which
execution.
ericans, being totally defeated, retreated to Chip-
thence to Erie, closely followed by our troops.
d then rashly undertook the siege of Fort Erie,
bombarding it for two days, gave orders for an
Unfortunately, after our infantry had obtained a
the enemy’s works, an explosion took place which
>anic and almost instant retreat to the batteries.
ind exertions of Major Phillot,} who commanded,
abine,§ and all the officers and men of the Royal
received their commander’s entire approbation.
it Charlton entered the fort with the assaulting
ud fired several rounds upon the enemy from his
; he was wounded by the explosion.
;ember the garrison of Fort Erie, being strongly
| and elated by their repulse of General Drum-
rched out and made an attack on the British lines.
e received with such effect that they rapidly fell
‘ort Erie, and no longer feeling themselves safe
e, they evacuated the fort, demolished its works,
ited altogether from the shore of { pper Canada.
ittacks on smaller forts, &c., were made by our
the,summer of 1814 ; among these may be men-
e capture of Moose Island (Captain W. Dunn||

* Died at Woolwich, November 12, 1835.
+ Died at Plymouth, October 25, 1815.
«d March 12, 1839. § See chapter xix.
Il See chapter viii.
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commanding R.A.), 11th July; the affair of Hamden,
3rd September (R.A. Lieutenant Garstin) ; Castine (R.A.
Major G. Crawford) ;* Machias, 11th September (R.A.
Lieutenant J. Daniel) ;+ and the capture of the little post
of Prairie du Chien. This post, or fort, situated on the
Mississippi, about 450 miles from Michilimacinac, and
garrisoned by between sixty and seventy men with six

ieces of ordnance, was also defended by a gunboat mount-
ing fourteen guns and manned with seventy or eighty
men with muskets. The force destined for the attack of
this fort consisted of 150 militiamen, 500 Indians, and one
sergeant of artillery, with a 3-pounder field piece, which
was served by the Michigan Fencibles. They arrived before
the fort on the 17th July, and the garrison having refused
to surrender, the 3-pounder was directed against ‘the for-
midable gunboat, and it was so well directed and so ably
served, that in three hours the crew of the Governor
Clark (the gunboat) cut her cable and dropped down the
current, The fort had now to be reduced with six round-
shot (including three of the enemy’s which had been
picked up), all the ammunition having been expended
against the gunboat.

The first ball was about to be put into the 3-pounder,
when a flag was hung out from the fort, and the American
garrison, numbering sixty-one combatants, each possessred
of a stand of arms, surrendered as prisouners of war. The
commander of the expedition, Colonel M‘Kay, says" “ As
to the sergeant of artillery, too much cannot be said of
him; for the fate of the day and our success were to be
attributed in a great measure to his courage and well-
managed firing.”

England having her hands freed by the general Euro-
pean peace of 1814, determined to act on the offensive
with her unruly son, and by the end of May a descent on
the American capital was decided on. Before leaving
France Major-General Ross, with some regiments and two
companies of the Royal Artillery under Captains Mitchell
and Carmichael, received orders to proceed to America,

* Died at Nice, April 1, 1847, aged seventy-one.

+ ¢“A detachment of thirty seamen from H.M.S. Bacchante, under
Mr. Bruce, were attached to the Royal Artillery under the command
of Lieutenant Daniel of that corps for the purpose of dragging the
howitzer, as no other means could be procured to bring it forward.
To their unwearied exertions and the judicious arrangement of
Lieutenant Daniel I am indebted for having a 5}-inch howitzer
conveyed through a country the most difficult of access I ever wit-
nessed.”—Pilkington’s Despatch.
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and by the end of July the transports with these troops on
board were anchored 1n St. George’s Harbour, Bermuda.

Soon after a fresh arrival of troops from Genoa, includ-
ing Captain Crawford’s* comEany of artillery, completed
this army, with which, on the 2nd of August, Major-
General Ross sailed from Bermuda, arriving on the 17th
-off the mouth of the Potomac, and proceeding at once to
the Paxtuxent, about twenty miles further up the bay.

No sooner had they cast anchor in the Paxtuxent than
Lieutenant Speer,}t Assistant-Surgeon Nelson, and Mr.
‘Chesterton,} R.A., attended by a few armed artillerymen,
signalized their arrival in the country by the timely ca
ture of some sheep, foraging parties being allowed by the
-commander-in-chief, with the understanding that they were
to pay for what they seized.

'&’Ken landed the guns and waggons were dragged by
themen ; but as they proceeded, the roads, hilly and caprn-
«ciously stony and sandy, offered such obstructions to their

rogress, that all but one 6-pounder were sent afloat at
Kzfarlborough ;. and that one gun, under Captain Crawford,
was destined to fire away at Bladensburgh against heavy
-ordnance landed from the American ships. -

The army was destitute of cavalry, but a small detach-
ment of artillery drivers, under the prompt leadership of
Captain Lempriere,§ acted as cavalry, rendering most
effective service.

The guns were brought uE by Captain Mitchell for the
action at Bladensburgh (26th August). The enemy’s first
line giving way, it was driven to the second, which yielding
to the irresistible attack of the bayonet and the well-
directed discharge of rockets from Captain Deacon’s||
brigade, got into confusion and fled, leaving the British
masters of the field. During this action the artillery had
six men wounded.

The army marched at once upon Washington, and
arriving in that city at eight o’clock the same evening,
commenced directly the destruction of all public property.
Lieutenant Speer and a portion of his company were par-
ticularly conspicuous in the work of devastation, setting

* The present Major-General A. F. Crawford.
Died insane.
%+ Late governor of Coldbath-fields Prison.
$ Died at Ewell, Surrey, January 19, 1858, aged sixty-nine.
I This officer commanded the artillery on board the Voleano
bomb during an engagement with the Saucy Jack, American pri-
wor. Died at Clapham, October 8, 1850.
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fire to the Capitol, the Arsenal, Dockyard, Treasury, and
other Government buildings. :

The guns taken, in all 194 pieces, were parked by
Lieutenant T. G. Williama, acting quartermaster of Royal
Artillery. : .

On tge 30th the army re-embarked, and proceeded to
descend the Paxtuxent.

At the battle of Baltimore, on the 12th September
(where General Ross was killed), the British artillery,
especially the guns under Captain Carmichael, did great
execution, and created a panic, of which the infantry

romptly availed themselves, and the rout of the enemy
gecame inevitable. The Americans fled, leaving their
position strewed with dead and dying.

During the night of the 12th a very heavy rain fell, and
the troops were greatly in want of shelter. Captain
Mitchell, the commanding officer of the artillery, found a
comfortable night’s lodging in a pigsty.

On the 15th the force took to the ships, and standing
out at sea, awaited the arrival of reinforcements from
England.

miserable inactivity the troops remained on board
the fleet until the 26th November, when they were joined
by General Keane and a small reinforcement.

‘With this arrival was Major Munro’s company of artil-
lery ; this officer being the senior, at once assumed the
command of the corps. The troops destined for the ad-
vance were embarked in small boats on the evening of the
22nd December, and pushing their way up a narrow creek,
landed a few miles from New Orleans on the morning of
the 23rd.

A brigade of 3-pounders under Captain Deacon, and
the rocket brigade under Captain Lane, were with the
advance. One of the vessels which conveyed the artillery,
and which was laden almost to the water’s edge with
ammunition, took fire, but after two hours’ hard work
(during which Captain Lempriere set a gallant example to
his men) the danger was got under. .

On the night of the 23rd, just after our troops had en-
camped, as Captain Deacon and his brother officers were
enjoying some fowls that had once been the property of
General Villeré (whose house was now the British head-
quarters), they were startled by a cannonade. Well as-
sured that it must be on the enemy’s side, the brigade was
instantly manned, and, with the aid of drag-ropes, advanced
at a rapid rate along a road running parallel with the
Mississippi. The night was very dark and foggy, but i**
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. soon discovered that the firing came from a large
red schooner and two gunboats which had dropped
'n the river for the purpose of harassing our camp.
» guns upon the road were prevented from being
ught into action by the certainty that they would de-
y both friend and foe, who were jumbled together
re them. Two men of the Royal Artillery were killed
eight wounded, including Lieutenant James Christie.
1 Jatter received a severe wound in the spine, it is sup-
»d from the musket of a soldier of the 95th regiment,
is back was never towards the enemy till he fell. He
ered intolerable agony, and lingered on until the lst
tch, when he died at New Orleans, having been left in
hands of the Americans. T
he 24th passed quietly over, excepting that a stray
: was now and then pitched into the British camp from
American schooner.
n the 25th (Christmas Day) Sir Edward Pakenham
ved to take command of the army, and with him Sir
cander Dickson, who at once assumed the command of
Royal Artillery.
few guns having been got up to the front, they were
ed in battery, and a temporary furnace constructed to
i the shot ; and at daybreak on the 27th the guns (two
unders, four 6-pounders, and two howitzers), loaded with
hot shot, commenced a rapid fire upon the schooner.
he second shot drove her crew to their boats, and the
1 set fire to her ; and after blazing away for some time,
nagazine was reached and the vessel blew up with a
explosion. A large vessel had come ug the river to
assistance of the schooner, but, warned by the fate of
atter, ber commander had her towed out of the reach
Ir guns. .
1e British commander determined to make a demon-
ion on the enemy’s fortified line on the left bank of the
issippi. Accordingly, at daylight on the morning of the
, the troops moved forward in two columns, driving in
shole of the enemy’s line of outposts. A strong picket
:d at a house the property of Monsieur la Ronde
sseedig destroyed by the rocket troop and 3-pounder
wde. Our 9-pounders, under Captains Mitchell and
nichael, were brought into action, but they were over-
hed by the ordnance in the American lines, and by
juns of the ship which had escaped the day previously,
shich was now brought up against our forces.

Ir guns were withdrawn from the enemy’s fire, and
roops retired.
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During these operations the artillery had four men
killed ; Lieutenant B. L. Poynter* and five men wounded.
Lieutenant F. G. Williams died in the camp on the 28th.

On Sunday, 1st January, 1815, a terrific cannonade
commenced against the city of New Orleans, which was
as hotly replied to. Rockets, shot, shell, and otHer mis-
siles filled the air, and at the close of the day our bat-
teries were nearly destroyed, while New Orleans remained

intact. ‘ i ‘

Many artillerymen were killed on this day, and among
thém was Lieutenant Alexander Ramsay, who fell under
most distressing circumstances.

“ He was the youngest brother of Norman Ramsay, but,
unlike the ‘bravest of the brave,’ when brought into
actual conflict his nerve failed him (most probably a pre-
sentiment of his approaching end troubled him), for when
at his post in the foremost battery, terror so completely
paralysed his faculties that he retreated from the guns -
and vowed to resign his commission.

“On the urgent remonstrance of Major Munro, the
commanding officer in the battery, he once more approached
his proper post, only to be fearfully shattered by a cannon-
ball ang hurried into eternity.”

An affecting story is also told by Chesterton of Ramsay’s
servant, Gunner John Walker, who sat for hours at the
foot of his deceased master, weeping over his remains.
They were buried in the evening near a group of beautiful
trees in the'garden attached to the house of Mr. Bieuvenu,
the last sad offices being performed by Captain Crawford,

Lieutenant Hill, and Walker. Captain Crawford was so
affected at the fidelity of this gunner that he took him
into his own service, and the man remained with him until
discharged with a pension.

On the 8th a detachment under Colonel Thornton, in-
cluding a brigade of artillery under Captain Mitchell,
crossed the Mississippi and attacked the enemy’s redoubts
on the right bank of the river, while the main body of the
army assaulted New Orleans. The death of Sir Edward
Pakenham and General Gibbs, the two senior officers, the
severe wound received by General Keane, the third in
command, and the total repulse of our troops on this
occasion, are matters well known to every military reader.
Colonel Thornton’s detachment, however, was more suc-
cessful. They drove the enemy out of their intrench-
ments, and captured all their guns. Colonel Dickson

* Died at Leamington, September 11, 1837.
o
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having been sent over the river by General Lambert, im-
mediately after the repulse from New Orleans, reported
that, under the circumstances, the newly-captured re-
doubts could not be held, and consequently the troops re-
crossed the river.

On the 19th the British retreated, but in perfect order,
unmolested, from before New Orleans, and having been
embarked on board the fleet, arrived off Fort Bowyer, on
Mobile Point, on the 7th February. This fort capitulated
on the 11th, and the troops were landed.

*  Two days afterwards news arrived from England that a
treaty of peace had been concluded between Great Britain
and the United States. It was signed on the 24th Decem-
ll;er, a week before the disastrous attack upon New Orleans

egan.

Though the last great event of this campaign was dis-
astrous to the British, the issue of the war was in their
favour, and the enemy’s grand design on Canada was a
total failure. .

‘We had invaded Washington and destroyed the public
property, and at the end of the war we were in possession
of their fortresses of Niagara, Fort Bowyer, and of
Michilimakinac, the key of the Michigan territory; and
they had nothing to give in exchange for them but the
defenceless shore of the Detroit.



CHAPTER XII.

¢ If we admit that during this arduous and terrible day the British
infantry acted up to the right standard of soldiership which their long
career of victory had established, it must be added that the artillery
actually surpassed all expectation, high as, from their previous con-
duct, that expectation naturally was, In point of zeal and courage
the officers and men of the three arms were of course fully upon a
par ; but the circumstances of the battle were favourable to the
artillery ; and certainly the skill, spirit, gallantry, and indefatigable
exertion which they displayed almost surpasses belief.”—Zhe
Campaign of Waterloo, “ United Service Journal,” 1834.

THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN.

THE ARTILLERY 1IN BELGIUM IN 1815—FESTIVITIES IN BRUSSELS—
BAYTTLE OF QUATRE BRAS—BATTLE OF WATERLOO—BULL'S TROOP
—ROGERS’S BATTERY—ROSS’ AND _BEANE'S TROOPS—WHINYATES’
ROCKET TROOP—LLOYD'S BATTERY—DEATH OF MAJOR LLOYD
~—DEATH OF NORMAN RAMSAY—BOLTON'S BATTERY—CAPTAIN
NAPIER—REDUCTION OF THE FRONTIER FORTRESSES.

As soon as the landing and reception of Napoleon in
France became known, the Duke of Wellington wrote
from Vienna to Lord Castlereagh, urging him to reinforce
the army in the Netherlands as much as he could, parti-
cularly in cavalry and artillery. This could not at once
be attended to, the war in America having taken most of
the veteran Peninsular troops ; and such was the demand
for artillerymen, that at Woolwich there was scarcely a
sufficient number left to mount guard.

By the beginning of the month of June, however, no
fewer than eight troops and seventeen companies of the
Royal Artillery were stationed in and about Brussels, or
in the Belgic fortresses; three of the companies had no
sooner landed in England from America than they were
despatched to the scene of the impending struggle.

he commander of the artillery in the Netherlands was
Sir George Adam Wood,* an officer in high favour with

* Sir T. Graham made frequent mention of Sir G. Woed and the
artillery under his command in the despatches from Holland. At
the unsuccessful assault on Bergen-op-Zoom (March 8, 1814) Colonak®

02

\
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the Prince Regent, who had distinguished himself in the
recent campaign in Holland. Sir Augustus Frazer was
appointed to the command of the Horse Artillery, and
’;hﬁ troops and batteries were equipped and disposed as
ollows :—

HORSE ARTILLERY.

WITH THE CAVALRY.
Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Macdonald commanding.

Lieut.-Colonel Sir R. Gardiner's troop 6-pounders
Lieut.-Colonel Webber Smith’s troop 6-pounders
Lieut.-Colonel Sir A. Dickson’s troop

(commanded by Captain Mercer) 9-pounders
Major W. N. Ramsay’s troop . 9-pounders

5%-inch howitzers

Major R. Bull’s troop
Rockets and 6-pounders

Captain T. Whinyates’ troop . .
WITH THE RESERVE,

Lieut.-Colonel Sir H. D. Ross's troop
Major Beane’s troop . . .

9-pounders
6-pounders

ROYAL ARTILLERY.

Lieut.-Colonel 8. { Captain Sandham’s 9-ponnder 1st division
G. Adye* e batteryAl o d ba (Cooke’s)
Lieut.-Colonel C. §Captain we’ poun er bat- 2nd division
Gold . . . .3 téeorlyw(:;ommanded by Capt. (Clinton’s)
Lieut.-Colonel J. S. {Ma]or Lloyd’s 9- pounder bat-} 3rd division
Williamson . . . (Alten’s)
Lieutenant-Colonel Ma;or Brome's 9- pounder bat- ) 4th division
Hawker . . . (Colville's)

Mﬂ,]Ol‘ Rogera 8 9-pounder bat- | 5th division
. (Picton’'s}
szor Unett. s 9- pounder bav 6th division
tery . (Cole’s)
Captain Gordon’s 9-pounder
Major P. Drum- battery (commanded by
mond . . . .{ CaptainSinclair) . . . .IReserve
Major Morrison's 18 pounder

battery .

Wood volunteered to lead one of the attacking columns, aud behaved
with the most astounding bravery. Sir George Wood became aide-
de-camp to tke king, and governor of Carlisle ; he died in Londoa,
April 22, 1831, aged sixty-four years.

* Colonel Stephen @. Adye, C.B.: died at Woolwich, September
18, 1838.



THE WATERLOQ CAMPAIGN. 197

IN GARRISON.

Major Marsh’s* company (commanded
At Antwerp . by Captain Maitland)
Captain Tyler’s company
At Tournay . Captain Hunt’s company
At Brussels . Captain Ilbert’s company
Major Younghusband’s company
Major Munro’s company
At Ostend . .{Major Mitchell’s company
i Major Carmichael’s company
Captain Hutchesson's company

Captain Dewellt was attached to the Dutch artillery,
and served at Mons, Condé, &ec.

Brussels at this time was the scene of great and untiring
festivity : dinners, soirées, balls, theatrical amusements,
concerts—in which Catalani, then in her prime, played a
prominent part—caused the streets of that beautiful and
picturesque city to echo with sounds of gladness; while
the fields and meadows argund were alive all day long
with military parades and reviews. There was not a
grove or a wood within six miles of the place but afforded
shelter, as the summer advanced, to frequent encamp-
ments. '

The officers of the Royal Artillery appear to have had
their full share in this revelling, those on the staff being
foremost in mischief, for on the night of the 29th May a
brilliant party were being driven home from a supper,
when one of the carriage horses fell ; in picking him up
the driver got a blow on the chest which stunned him;
Percy Drummond ran to the nearest village for water ;
Sir George Wood held the horses, and Sir Augustus Frazer
lugged the body of the said driver to the side of the road
to get off his neckcloth. After a decent time the man
revived, and the party arrived home in safet{. Sir
Augustus Frazer, in one of his letters from Brussels, says :
“ Another such a day as yesterday and we shall be ruined
a8 soldiers—ruined with burgundy and champagne, and
with all that, as the Duchess o%uGordon says, carries a man
off his legs.”

But there was to be an end to all this. Sir Alexander
Dickson arrived at Brussels on the night of the 14th June

* Major Henry Marsh went with his company into France;
whilst there he was thrown from his gig, and received injuries
which caused his death, July 12, 1816.

+ Captain Thomas Dewell : died at Brighton, August 29, 1853,
aged sixty-seven. -~

/
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(he having only been a few hours in Woolwich after his
arrival from America before he embarked for the Conti-
nent), and was appointed to the command of the siege
companies, or battering train, and attached to the Duke of
‘Wellington’s staff.

On tie following day it was evident that serious work
was about to begin, and shortly after midnight the muster-
ing of the troops began, and before the sun of the 16th
June arose, “all were marching to the field of honour, and
many to an early grave.”

At about 2.30 ».m. Picton’s division, with Major Rogers’s
ba(:t;ery('i came up to Quatre Bras, and were instantly
engaged. :

h% enemy’s batteries opened on them directly they
appeared, making good practice, and Picton at once directed
ajor Rogers* to answer them. A bombardier, laying one
of the guns, had his head taken off by a round-shot, and
Captain Scott’s horse was shot under him before they
could engage.

This battgry suffered greatl{. Two of the guns were
dismounted, and for a time lost, during the repeated
charges of the enemy’s cavalry, when our artillerymen
took shelter in the infantry squares. 1t wasfor a moment
feared the whole battery was taken, but when the enem
withdrew, there stood the uninjured guns untouched.
Lloyd ran out from the square towards them, and seizing
a rammer tried one of the pieces, which, to his great sur-
prise, was still loaded. This he discharged with effect, the
enemy being scarcoly 150 yards distant.

.A second gun was also found charged, with the contents
of which Lloyd favoured the cuirassiers. This was the
work of about a couple of minutes, and now the gunners
resumed their post. Major Lloyd was slightly wounded,
and the total casualties in the two batteries engaged that
day were nine men killed, two officers and seventeen men
wounded. Among the wounded in the battle of Quatre
Bras was Captain Harry G. Macleod, who was attached
to the staff o? the army. This officer was the fourth son
of Sir John Macleod, and had served six years in the
Royal Artillery, during which time he was at the battle of
Talyavera and the defence of Dantzic. After his removal
to the infantry he served with the 35th regiment during
the campaign in Holland (1813-14), and on the staff in
Belgium in 1815 until the 16th June, when he received
several stabs from the enemy’s lancers. He wad at once

* Colonel Thomas Rogers : died at Woolwich, August, 1839.
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attended to by his cousin, Captain H. Baynes,* brigade-
maior to the Royal Artillery. In ashort time he recovered,
and afterwards served for many years in the West Indies.
He was eventually knighted, and died governor of Trinidad
in 1847. The disabled guns of Lloyd’s battery were soon
remounted, and assisted in covering the retreat of the
Prussians on the following day. On this day (17th), at
the battle of Ligny, a fine young officer of the British
artillery, Lieut. ﬁ?%![anners, who was attached to Cleeves’
German battery, received his mortal wound.

On the ever-memorable morning of the 18th June the
_ artillery were placed in the most important positions. In
the words of a popular writer, ¢ Wherever a gun could
see, there it stood.”

On the extreme left were Sir R. Gardiner’s six guns,
which had been seriously engaged in covering the retreat
of the army from Quatre Bras. Going at a gallop
through fields and country roads, the French cavalry
flﬁéuently ahead of him, Sir R. Gardiner had great
difficulty in getting his troop up to join the army.  For-
tunately,” says Sir Robert, ““ we had not received the
9-pounders (as had the other uocljaf), or we should
have been all cut to pieces.” Major Rogers’s battery was
stationed in front of Kempt's brigade, near La Haye
Sainte; Lloyd’s with Alten’s division, a little to the left
of the wood of Hougomont; and Sandham’s with Cooke’s,
near the centre of the line. Sir Hew Ross’s troop took
post on the height immediately in rear of La Haye Sainte,
with two pieces on the Charleroi road. These, with four
foreign batteries, were the artillery of the first line.
Bolton’s battery was with Clinton’s “division, and Major
Beane’s troop and Captain Sinclair’s battery formed a
reserve at Mont St. Jean. The other troops of Horse
Artillery remained with the cavalry. In the course of the
day every one of these batteries was brought into action,
and not even the records of that noble corps can point to
an occasion in which they better did their work.

It was verging towards twelve o’clock when the open-
ing thunder of the battle pealed through the air from
Cleeves’ (German) battery: the leading column of the
enemy was seen to lose its firmness amf hurry onwards,
when a second roar of artillery from Captain Sandham’st
battery stopped its progress by laying low the front ranks.

* Captain Baynes was himself wounded on the 18th.
+ The present Colonel R. F. Sandham.
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Artillery for the day, being near his lamented brother at
the time of his fall.

Robert Cairnes was marked as nature’s favourite.
Endued with a strength and activity of mind rarely
surpassed, he carried them into his profession with the
happiest results to himself and to the service. An
undaunted bravery, an exquisite-sense of honour, a cool
and discriminating though quiet judgment, and a steady
perseverance were his peculiar characteristics as a soldier ;
a noble and generous temper, and undeviating sweetness
of . disposition, a most engaging person, and manners
highly polished, and universally amiable, were his qualifi-
cations as a member of society; a heart the most affec-
tionate, and an urbanity the most conciliating, completed
his character in the different relations of son, brother, and
friend. Adored by his friends, beloved by his brother
officers, and respected by the world, this gallant man met
the death his noble spint ever panted for, in the thirtieth
Lesar of his age, and left behind him unutterable regrets for

is fate,—to his friends, indeed, untimely, but to himself
matured. During his short life he saw much service,
having been ]gresent in the CoFenhagen campaigns, at
the battle of Barossa, defence of Cadiz, battles of Vit-
toria and the Pyrenees, and the siege of Bayonne; and
was twice severely wounded. A monument is erected to
his memory in Canterbury Cathedral.

Lieutenant William Smith died at Dublin on the 3rd of
April, 1835, from the effects of injuries received by
being thrown out of a car. His son, a cadet in the
Academy at Woolwich, met with a violent death in May
of the following year. Whilst bathing in the Repository,
he fell off a piece of timber, and pitching on his head 1n
the mud, could not be extricatetf from 1t until life was
extinct. i

Meanwhile the fire of cannon gradually extended from
one extremity of the hostile lines to another.

A body of the French infantry at one time crept on
amid the concealment which some tall rye afforded, till
they got within pistol-shot of Lieutenant-Colonel Webber
Smith’s troop, which was stationed on the Nivelles road.
Now artillery, however effective it may be at a distance,
has no chance with infantry in a close fight. Men and
horses dropped beneath the fire of these skirmishers so
fast, that Smith was obliged to withdraw his guns into a
hollow beyond, and the consequences might have been
even more serious had not timely aid been afforded.

-~
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tenant J. Day* were wounded. A party of Whinyates’
rocket troop proceeded under Captain Dansey to the front
of the line, on the left of La Haye Sainte, and came into
action with rockets, leaving its two guns in the rear under
Lieutenant Wright. Captain Dansey very soon received
a severe wound which obliged him to retire, and the party,
after firing a few rockets, fell back a little to where its
horses were standing, It was then commanded by
Sergeant Daniel Dunnett,} who on perceiving the advance
of the nearest French column, dismounted his men as
coolly and deliberately as if exercising on Woolwich Com-
mon, though without any support whatever, laid rockets
on the ground, and discharged them in succession intothe -
mass, every one of them appearing to take effect. The
advance of the column was ciecked, and was not resumed
until Sergeant Dunnett, having expended all his rockets,
retired with his party to rejoin the guns inrear. The
other half of this troop was engaged 1n the rear of La
Haye Sainte during the deadly assaults of the French on
that position. Major Whinyates was here wounded, as.
was also his lieutenant, Strangways. The -latter was’
struck in the hip and spine as ie was pointing his gun.
He was at once removed to the rear. ’Fhe surgeon gave
an opinion that the wounds were mortal, and such had
been the sufferer’s idea from the moment he was disabled,
and which caused him to request to be ‘“allowed to
die near his gun.” He was conveyed to the village of
Waterloo, andg‘ixere he remained in the greatest torture
for several days, the carnage of the 18th having left more
cases than the surgeons could attend to. He was at length
sent with many others to Brussels, where the ball was
extracted.” He lay there for some months in a state of
danger, but unexpectedly recovered and returned home
with the army.

' The next movement was that which so seriously affected
our artillery, calling forth all their courage and devoted-
ness,—the advance of the French cavalry. Our infan
were all formed in squares, and the artillerymen at their
guns a short distance in front of them. Lloyd’s battery
was foremost, with Sandham’s and Bolton’s to the right.

* Lieutenant James Day served in the Peninsula, and was wounded.
at the Pyrenees; he was only slightly wounded at Waterloo.
Died 1843.

+ Sergeant Dunnett was promoted to staff-sergeant, April 1,
1822, and pensioned at 2s. 2d. per diem, May 1, 1826.
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of his guns, he received a severe wound in his thigh; his
men were 8o exposed to the enemy, and so warmly en-
gaged in the contest, that he was only moved a short
distance to the rear, without being able to obtain proper
assistance. He was. afterwards moved to Brussels; but
his wound turned to a gangrene, and he died in a very
short time.* ’

Lieutenant Harvey,t who had just been married in
England, leaving his bride at the church door, joined his
batte? just in time to accompany it into the field, where
he had not been five minutes before he lost his right arm,

During these advances of the French cavalry the British
artillery had to lament the loss of the brave and universally
beloved Norman Ramsay. He fell, covered with wounds,
at the moment when three other officersf of his troop
were hit by mounted riflemen who advanced behind the
cuirassiers. In a momentary lull of the fire the men of
his troop dug a grave, and buried his warm body in the
spot where it fell, and, before their tears were dried, were
called to a renewal of the struggle.§

* Major William J. Lloyd, as brave an officer as the army pos-
sessed, died at Brussels, June 29, from the effect of wounds re-
ceived at the battle. It was this noble officer’s fortune to be placed
in a low, bad situation and ground, where he could obtain little or
no assistance, and exposed most severely to the enemy ; but no one
could behave better or obtain more honmour than he did in his
accidentally perilous situation.

+ Lieutenant W. H. Harvey received 70l. per annum for the
loss of his right arm, and was appointed to the Invalid Battalion in
1817. He retired on full pay in 1819, and died at Eltham, August
18, 1826.

1 Captain A. Macdonald, Lieutenants Brereton and Robe (mor-
tally). Lieutenant William Livingstone Robe was the eldest son of
Sir William ; he died at Waterloo, June 19, through the wounds
received on the previous day. During eight years of service this
gallant officer was thirty-three times in the presence of the enemy,
frequently at the side of his father (see chap. vii.). He had the
singular honour, as a subaltern officer, to be distinguished for his
conduct by the Duke of Wellington, and in consequence a medal
and clasp for the battles of the Nivelle and the Nive were for-
warded to his family after his death. With his latest breath he
sent a message to his father to assure him he died like a soldier.
A monument was erected to his memory in the church at Waterloo,
and an epitaph placed on his grave in the forest of Soigues.

§ Ramsay fell and was buried close by a stone 800 yards to
the left of Hougomont. The news of his death produced a most
painful effect upon his father, an old retired officer of the Royal
Navy, at that time living in Edinburgh, Bowed down as he was
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between the positions of the two armies—now they crown
this height, and while their own ‘guns cease firing for a
"space, those on the external slope of the English position
open with terrible effect. But the Old Guard, thinned as
they were by this iron hail, never paused for a moment.
The survivors closed up the spaces which the dead and
wounded had left, and in due time the entire mass was
again under cover of a valley. By-and-bye the leading
sections began to breast the English hill.  Rapidly, but
at a fearful cost of life, the column passed the line of fire
along which the En%lish guns told, and then they became
silent. Captain Bolton’s battery was most importantly
sted during these trying moments; the Guards were
ust behind, lying down, sheltered by the brow of the
ill. Ere the Old Guard had reached the foot of the hill
upon which the guns were posted, Caﬁtain Bolton received
a musket-ball through his heart. The Duke, seeing the
importance of this position, rode up and inquired for
Captain Bolton. He was answered by Lieutenant Sharpin,
that the captain was killed, and the battery was now
commanded by Captain Napier. ‘Lqok out, load with
canister,” was the order given by his grace to Captain
Napier.. The bearskin caps of the veteran d now
appeared on the summit of the hill, and seemed astounded
at seeing nothing but a few field pieces, with the gunners
and officers attached, and instantly opened upon them a
storm of musketry. It was answered Ey a salvo of grape
and canister pouring into the head ¢f the column, which
was already within fifty yards of the muzzles. The
artillerymen, under these close fires, could not long stand
to their guns, but either lay beneath them, or retired
beyond the abrupt dip of the hill; two or three brave
fellows now and then springinf up to hastily load, fire,
and drop again behind cover. In a few seconds the head-
most companies of the Imperial Guard, with rattling drums
and deafening shouts of “ Vive ’Empereur!” crowned the
very summit of the position. Their dead bodies, the next
day, bore unanswerable evidence to the fact. It wasat this
moment the Duke gave his signal, when instantly a column
seemed to rise from the ground on the left of this apparently
unprotected battery. The Old Guard wavered, and after
receiving a few more hurried rounds from the battery,
their left gave way, and were then met by the Guards, who
broke the column and comge]led them to fly in disorder. *
It was now that a Geerman battery poured a fire on the re-
treating column, not knowing that our own brave infantry
were mixed with it, and Captain Napier, leaving his own
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CHAPTER XIII.

¢¢ Acre ! "twas thine to bid the victor fear,
To turn him in the flush of his career !”

SYRIA—KAFFRARIA.

SYRIA, 1840 — GENERAL MIOHELL — COLONEL COLQUHOUN, ETC.—
KAFFRARIA, 1834-8—PORT NATAL, 1842-—DEATH OF LIEUT.
WYATT—CAMPAIGN OF 1846—MURDER OF CAPTAIN SHEPPARD
—GALLANTRY OF LIEUT. RUSSELL—1848—1851—DEATH oOF
MAJOR WILMOT, ETC.

By terms of a treaty dated 15th July, 1840, Mehemet Ali*
was required to accept certain conditions within a limited
time, and if he declined, the forfeiture of the pachalic of
Acre and the loss of Egypt were to follow.

Having allowed the time to elapse, offensive operations
commenced to compel him to evacuate Syria. England
being greatly involved in the treaty, a fleet under Admiral
Sir Robert gtopford was at once sent to the coast, accom-
panied by detachments of the ordnance corps, to assist the
troops of the Sultan in this service. Colonel Sir Charles
Smith, R.E., had command of this party, which sailed
from Gibraltarin H.M.S. Pigque on the 8th August, 1840 ;
the artillery—Lieut. Rowan, one sergeant, one corporal,
and thirty men—being under Major Gordon Higgins.
They served at the capture of Beyrout and the bombard-
ment and capture of Acre. During the winter the artillery
were stationed at Beyrout, being quartered in a very good
barrack near the harbour, the officers taking up their
quarters in the Seraglio with Sir C. Smith.

"A rumour having reached Beyrout that the enemy had
broken up his cantonments and retired across the Anti-
libanus, a party of three officers (of whom Lieutenant
Rowan, R.A., was one) was despatched by Sir C. Smith on
the 22nd November to watch his movements. * It having
been ascertained that Ibrahim Pacha had retreated, Lieu-
tenant Rowan was sent back with the intelligence, while the
other officers proceeded in different directions, endeavour-
ing to gain information as to the whereabouts of the enemy.
Itghaving been discovered that he had retired on Damascus,
the party returned to Beyrout.

On the 13th December the Hecate arrived from Wool-

P
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wich, having on board Brigadier-General Michell (who
was to replace Sir Charles Smith in the chief com-
mand), Lieut.-Colonel Colquhoun,* Major Robe,t and
L‘i;iautenant Ross} of the Royal Artillery, besides other
officers.

Edward Michell was one whose gallantry and skill,
kindness and affability, were equally conspicuous. As a
lieutenant, in the Peninsula, he was entrusted with im-

ortant commands, and earned especial distinction at

arifa.§

As a captain, during the campaign in Holland (1814),
he rendered himself most conspicuous. On one occasion a
shell struck into the centre of a waggon of ammunition,
when Captain Michell by a rapid movement succeeded in
exti::lguis ing the fire of the fuse before it could reach the

owder.

P At the attack on Bergen-op-Zoom (8th March, 1814),
he volunteered to take part in the assault. As all militarﬁ
readers are aware, this attack was a failure, but Miche
persevered to the last, and while in the act of escalading
the scarp wall of the place he was covered with wounds.

He afterwards, as lieutenant-colonel, served in Spain
during the Carlist war.

At the time he assumed the command in Syria he is
spoken of as an open-hearted, frank old soldier—in person
small, and with a stoop from the effects of a severe wound
received in former days; yet there was that in his clear
}Jenetrating eye which marked the known attributes be-

onging to the man—that firmness, activity, and energy of

* Colonel Colquhoun was ““one of the bést officers in the corps ;
of that class the most useful, practical, and devoted to the service ;
@ sincere friend, a safe companion, an honourable and upright
man.” Though he was forty-five years in the regiment, his war
services were not very numerous : he served as commander of the
artillery under Lord John Hay in the Spanish civil war, and in
Syria. But as a practical man, both in the invention and per-
fecting of ordnance, and in the more humane inventions and im-
provements in connexion with the lifeboat, &c., he was most con-
spicuous. At the time of his death, which took place at Woolwich,
September 17, 1853, he was inspector of the carriage department
in the Royal Arsenal, and it was truly said ‘‘her Majesty had lost
one of her best servants.”

+ Third son of the late Sir William Robe. Died while in com-
mand of the artillery in Bermuda, September 21, 1853.

1 Eldest son of 8ir Hew Ross. Killed by being thrown from
his horse at Newcastle-on-Tyne, November 26, 1848.

~ § See chapter ix.
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called the English or south-eastern bastion at Jaffa.® It
is in the left flank of the bastion, overshadowed by a fig-
tree, and opposite, on the interior face of the parapet
front of it, is placed a tablet of white marble of large
dimensions, bearing the following inscription, headed by
two lines of Arabic poetry :—

(TRANSLATIOR).

¢ ¢ This narrow grave contains the remains of one whose fame during
life was widely extended.
Let all respect it, for he was one of those who have rendered
their period illustrious.’

Sacred to the Memory of
BRIGADIER-GENERAL EDWARD THOMAS MICHELL,

of the Royal Artillery ; Commanding the Forcesof her Britannic
Majesty in Syria ; Companion of the Bath, and Knight of the
Orders of Isabella the Catholic, St. Ferdinand, and Charles IIL
of Spain, who died at Jaffa on the 24th January, 1841, =T. 54.
He was distinguished by high and noble qualities, by long and
:gilliwt services, and by the affectionate regards of all who knew
im. -

The officers of her Britannic Majesty’s Forces serving in Syria,
in testimony of their esteem and regret, and to render sacred the

spot where his remains repose, have erected this stone to his
memory.”

‘¢ Troops inured to toil
In Afric’s heats, and seasoned to the sun.”—ADpDISON.

The Kaffirs had long been accustomed to levy black-
mail on the settlers whose farms were near the borders of
Cape Colony; but in the year 1834 their depredations
assumed so formidable a character, that not only the pro-
perty, but the very existence of all the inhabitants was in
danger; many, indeed, having been murdered by the
savages, against whom it was therefore necessary to send
a force of regular troops.

Detachments of the Royal Artillery were stationed
about the different forts and block-houses erected along
the frontier, and others marched with the various bodies
of troops ; but nothing of any importance or interest in
connexion with the corps occurred till 1838, when Major
Charters and Lieutenant Levinge, accompanied by two

* Also called the *¢ bastion of Sir Sidney Smith.”
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other “officers and an_interpreter, went on a mission of
Keace to Faku, the Kaffir chief. They travelled six

undred miles in thirty-five days, being received most
hospitably by the Kaffir, and experiencing much kindness
from the missionaries whom they fell in with during their
return journeg. Indeed, had it not been for them, the
party would have had to destroy their oxen, their only
means of conveyance, for subsistence. ‘

In January, 1842, a small force under the command of
Captain Smith, 27th regiment, with which was a detach-
ment of the Royal Artillery under Lieutenant Wyatt, was
sent to watch the movements of the Boers, who had at-
tacked a native chief in alliance with the English.

The troops remained near the Umgazi for about two
months, when they broke up their camp and started for
Natal, a distance of 600 miles. .

Great difficulties were encountered during this march in
the way of steep and rugged hills, bushes, rivers, &c., but
they were all surmounted in six weeks, the force reaching
Natal on the 3rd May.

On the 23rd the Boers showed themselves in force,
when they were attacked, and obliged by our guns to
retire.

On the 24th the force attacked the Boers at Congella,
when a severe action took place on the beach during a
spring-tide, the troops heing at times up to their waists in
water.

The artillery had two field pieces and a howitzer, which
were served under the greatest difficulties. Of eighteen
gunners twelve were killed or wounded. Lieutenant
‘Wyatt himself worked at the guns, and was in the act of
finng when he fell pierced by seven bullets—three in his
head and four in his body. The oxen having been all shot
away, the enemy advanced to take the guns, which he
succeeded in doing, as, in addition to our loss in men and
oxen, the tide was rising so rapidly that it was found ime
possible for the few men remaining to remove them.

The artillery then took up a position with two 18-
pounders, guarded by fifteen men of the 27th regiment.
On the 25th the Boers attacked this position, which, after
a desperate fight, they succeeded in capturing, together
with one of the guns. The party of artillery—one sergeant,
two corporals, and four gunners—foughtwell,but they were
soon overpowered. The two corporals were wounded, two
gunners were killed, and the remaining two wounded.

The wounded men spiked the guns; and when the
enemy discovered it, they ripped them up from the bottom

1
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of the stomach to the throat. The sergeant and most of
the infantry men were taken prisoners.

On the 31st the Boers, having about 1200 men and nine
guns, began to besiege the camp. We had but one 18-
pounder and one howitzer. As the siege progressed
provisions became scarce, and the troops were put on the
smallest possible allowance. - Horses were killed, and with
ground oats their flesh formed the daily repast of the
camp. Upon this fare it was impossible to hold out more
than fourteen days, but on the 26th June a strong rein-
forcement arrived, under Colonel Cleote, when the Boers
made a hasty retreat. .

The artilleryof the relieving force consisted of Lieutenant
P. Maclean, two bombardiers, and six gunners. Other
detachments of the corps, under Captain Wood and
Lieutenant Turner, were employed against the enemy ;
twelve gunners (of whom one was sick) being the only
artillery left in Cape Town.

Early in 1846 war broke out again at the Cape. The
first notification of an irruption of the Kaffirs was re-
ceived at Fort Beaufort on Sunday, 25th January, when
the troops were at once ordered to be in readiness, the
artillery being marched out of church during divine
service.

‘¢Then, then the brazen trumpets shrilly bray’d,
The parson was well nigh left in the lurch ;
Men look’d mysterious,—women were dismay’d,
When the artillery were called out of church.”

One of the first to meet the enemy was a gunner who,
with a corporal of the Sappers, was ordered to Post
Victoria in charge of a waggon with twelve oxen and two
natives. In crossing a dnft, after marching seven miles,
the oxen were knocked up, and the corporal sent the
driver back for more cattle. At night the sapper corporal
and the artilleryman took turn as sen% over the waggon.

Next morning at daylight the Kaffirs fired at and
wounded the native leader; and though bravely attacked
liy‘y the corporal, they succeeded in capturing the cattle.

he artilleryman, having only a short sword, remained in
charge of the waggon. A patrol of the 7th Dragoon Guards
came up, however, and hearing what had hag})ened, they
pursued the Kaffirs and retook the oxen. The gon
and escort now resumed the route, and reached Post
Victoria in safety._

The Royal Artillery engaged in the operations under
Colonel Somerset and Lieut.-Colonel Richardson was
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commanded b{ Captains Burnaby and Browne.* The
latter had lately arrived in the colony to assume the com-
- mand rendered vacant by the death of Captain Sheppard,
who was shot at Post Victoria on the 29th November, 1845,
by Wheeler Long, R.A. Owing to want of evidence on
the part of the prosecution (the witnesses being all in the
field, from whence they could not be spared), it was nearly
a year before the murderer was brought to trial and exe-
cuted.t

The artillery was occasionally divided into very small
detachments ; but in the action during the retreat from
Burn’s Hill to Block Drift, on the 17th April, they had
four guns in the field. Lieutenant Hill,f R.A., got a gun
into position, and made excellent practice into the dense
bush along the banks of a river, the enemy pressing on,
and opening a severe fire on our advance. Captain
Browne’s guns took up an admirable position, doing great
execution under a heavy fire.

These guns were engaged during a perfect hail of
‘bullets,—though, strange to say, none of our men were
killed. Several shots went through the clothes of the
gunners, others grazed their skin, &c.; but no serious in-
Jjury was sustained. The party of dragoons by whom the
guns were covered, thinking they were uselessly exposed
to 8o tremendous a fire, galloped off to where they could
find shelter. Captain Browne, however, took no offence at
this movement, gut encouraged his men, who were firing
«canister into the bush as fast as they could load and re-
load, saying, ““ Bravo! my brave boys, we’ll have the day
1o ourselves.”

A poor Hottentot passing by Lieutenant Hill's gun just
a8 the word * fire” was given had his head taken clean off.

Two field-pieces, under Captain Browne and Lieutenant
‘Gregory,§ were with Colonel Somerset’s division in Lower
Albany on the 1st May, and on the same day Lieutenant
Hill’s detachment was brought into action at Fort Peddie.
The latter was hotly engaged for three hours on the morn-
ing of the 8th May at -Clgrumpeter's Bush, though the only
casualty was a gunner (George Smith) wounded.

1} detachment under Lieutenant W. M. King|| was

* Died at Pembroke, May 19, 1861.

+ It is rather a curious coincidence thata sergeant-major named
Sheppard was shot in a similar manner by one of the men on
the parade-ground at Woolwich.

1 Now of the Military Train.
§ Died at Fiddon, 1859.
II Died at Malta, May 8, 1860,
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Lieutenant Dynely.* Peace was maintained till 1850,
when the incursions of the Kaffirs became more frequent,
and the cruelties exercised by them towards the settlers
on the frontiers more dreadful than at any former period.

On the 16th December Sir Harry Smith marched all
the troops in Albany and British Katfraria to the Amatola
Mountains, his object being to make such a demonstration
as might overawe the Kaffirs without resorting to force.

A few days later, however, and it was evident the enemy
was determined for war. The Royal Artillery at this time
in the colony was commanded by Major Burnaby, who
was appointed commandant of Graham’s Town and the
Lower Albany district. Major Wilmot, R.A. was also
present at Sir H. Smith’s head-quarters, and he was
entrusted with tnany important commands.

In March, 1851, with a patrol of 900 men, Wilmot
encountcred and defeated the tribe of Seyolo, and laid
wagste their country, destroying their kraals and stores.
In April another patrol under Wilmot, including a de-
tachment of artilﬁry under Lieutenant Pasley,} was
despatched into the country about the Keiskama, when
100 huts were destroyed, several large granaries of corn
captured, and the enemy kept at bay. ~

n MaﬁMajor Wilmot's patrol was employed in the
%1133@01& ountains, and again in the country about Fort
eddie.

Detachments of the Royal Artillery under Lieutenants
Field, Pasley, and Campbell were in the field with Sir H.
Smith and Colonel Somerset in all the principal engage-
ments.

A 6-pounder howitzer, with the usual detachment, ac-
companied a party which, on the 14th July, 1851, was sent
out against Macomo. After two days’ hard work, durinﬁ
which they had to drag the gun by hand up the steep an
narrow Waterkloof Pass, and lift it bogily over large
felled trees placed across the path by the enemy, they
came in sight of the Kaffirs.

The gun was brought to bear upon them, but owing to
the nature of the cover in which they took refuge, the
effect could not be ascertained, though from the precision
with which the shells were dropped their loss must have
been considerable.

EBSon of the late Lieut.-General Dynely, R.A.‘ Died in India,
" 4 Died at Ticehurst, September 27, 1863.



Digitized by G008[€



SYRIA—KAFFRARIA. 219

“ Major ‘Burnaby was appointed commandant of
Graham’s Town by Major-General Somerset when hos-
tilities first commenced, at the most critical period of the
war, involving duties of the most vital importance and the
greatest responsibility. In addition to the duties of equip-
ping and completing the field battery, whose efficiency in
the division has been so ¢onspicuous, the duties of escorts
for protecting the general supplies of the army had to be
detached from the irregular levies hastily raised and called
together, and other most important duties provided for,
requiring great consideration. Major-General Somerset
has the greatest satisfaction in expressing his opinion that
Major Burnaby has conducted the whole of the important
and numerous duties entrusted to him in the most efficient
manner, with an energy and promptness that has been of
the ‘:'Elln”t advantage to the publicservice and the frontier
generally.” :

The w?ar was continued till December, when the Kaffirs
sued for peace, with many protestations of allegiance to
Queen Victoria. General Cathcart, having so far humbled .
them, at once granted their petitions, assuring them, how-
ever, that a repetition of their fiendish conduct towards
the settlers would bring on them a repetition of the chas-
tiseme‘x]nt which in their appeal for peace they allow was
merited,



1
Lo
(=4

ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

CHAPTER XIV.

¢¢ A braver choice of dauntless spirits,
Than now the English bottoms have wafted o’er,
Did never float upon the swelling tide.” —SHARSPEARE.

THE WAR IN THE CRIMEA—TFIELD OPERATIONS.

INVASION OF THE CRIMEA—DISPOSITION OF THE TROOPS AND
. BATTERIES OF ARTILLERY—AFFAIR AT BULGANAC—BATTLE OF
ALMA—TURNER'S BATTERY—LIEUT. WALSHAM—WODEHOUSK'S
BATTERY—COLONEL DACRES—ADVANOE OF ARTILLERY—MAUDE'S
TROOP—CAPTURE OF A RUSSIAN GENERAL—MARCH TO BALA-
CLAVA—CAPTURE OF BAGGAGE AT MACKENZIE'S FARM—DRIVER
SMEATON—BATTLE OF BALACLAVA—GALLANT CONDUCT OF THE
ENGLISH GUNNERS IN THE REDOUBTS—CAPTAIN MAUDE—ATTACK
OF THE 26TH OCTOBER—BATTLE OF INKERMAN—TURKER'S AXD
YATES'S BATTERIES~—WODEHOUSE'S BATTERY—CAPTAIN HAMLEY
—ANECDOTES OF NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN—SER-
GEANT HENRY—TOWNSEND’S BATTERY—DEATH OF MAJOR
TOWNSEND — LIEUT. MILLER — COLONEL DICKSON WITH THE
18-POUNDERS—DEATH OF GENERAL STRANGWAYS—DEFEAT OF
THE RUSSIANS—HURRICANE—BATTLE OF TCHERNAYA—MOG-
BRAY'S BATTERY.

During the latter part of the year 1853 the peacefal
horizon of Europe became overclouded, and the minds of
many were uneasy at the aspect presented in the aggressive
policy pursued by Russia towards her weak neighbour, the
Otg)mlan Empire. 140 for th ind
iplomacy was resorted to for the purpose of inducing
Russxl:\ to abandon her dprojects, butin vain, and in March,
1854, war was declared by England and France against
the Emperor of all the Russias. Troops were at once sent
to the East, but passing over -the encampments at Galli-
poli and Scutari, the reviews at Devna (where the Horse
Artillery astonished Omar Pasha by the rapidity of their
movements), and the inaction at Varna,* we come to the

* In July a reconnaissance of the Dobrudscha was effected by
twelve artillerymen, mounted on pack-saddles and baggages, under
Colonel Gordon. Captain Gage, R.A., had' command of a party
which marched to the Danube, a distance of 120 miles, and
remained with the Turkish army under Omar Pasha during the
operations at Rudchuck and Giurgevo.

-
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:ilnvasion of the Crimea, which] took place in September,
854.

The disposition of the British artillery at this time was
as follows :— )

Brigadier T. Fox Strangways, commanding ; Captain
J. M. Adye, Assistant Adjutant-General ; Captain Hon.
E. T. Gage, Brigade Major ; Captain G. T. Field, Deputy
Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Captain E. B. Hamley,
Staff Officer. Colonel J. E. Dupuis, commanding Horse
Artillery.

Captain G. A. Maude.
Troops . . . { »  H.J.Thomas.*

FIRST DIVISION,

Colonel R. .(T} Daqre% c%;-ﬁn})ding.
. aptain E. ehouse.
Batteries . . . { » D.W. Paynter.

SECOND DIVISION.

Colonel J. W. Fitzma}er commanding.

. Captain J. Turner.
Batteries . . { »  C.T. Franklin (Yates).

THIRD DIVISION,

Colonel W. % N edh%l cgmmanding.
. aptain W. Swinton.
Batteries . . . { .. G.R. Barker.

FOURTH DIVISION,

Colonel D. E. Wood commanding.
Battery . . . . Major S. P. Townsend.

LIGHT DIVISION.

Colonel N. T. Lake commanding.
Batteries . . . { Captain ﬁl;ie.ix;s.on.

The allies landed at Old Fort on the 14th September,
Captain Anderson’s battery being the first of the British
artillery to move inland. By the 16th nearly all the guns
were landed, and a reconnaissance was made by the cavalry
under Lord Cardigan, accompanied by Maude’s troop of

* This troop, lately commanded by Major Levinge, who, in Turkey,
fell a victim to an overdose of opium, taken as an antidote against
cholera, was led into action by Captain Brandling, R.A., Captain
Thomas not having arrived from England.
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Horse Artillery. They started at one p.M., and went about
fourteen miles in a north-easterly direction, over a very
flat country.

They did not meet one Cossack, but the Tartars in the
village supplied them with provisions at a very cheap rate.
Lieutenant Taddy,* R.H.A., bought fourteen dpigs for two-
pence, and other officers of the troop obtained a turkey, a
chicken, and four ducks for two shillings, while the men
indulged in eggs, which they purchased at fourteen a
penny.

After remaining an hour in the farthest village, the
party returned to Old Fort by the same road.

Early on the morning of the 19th the armies began their
march towards Sebastopol, the batteries of artillery main-
taining a position on the right of the respective divisions
of infantry, and Maude’s troop advancing with the cavalry.
In the afternoon they arrived at the river Bulganae, from
whence the Russians were visible, their cavalry (with guns)
having taken up a position on the opposite hills. -

* One of the first to meet the enemy was Major Colling-
wood Dickson, R.A., the son of the great artilleryman of
the Peninsula, who, with Dr. Elliott and some dragoon
officers, was riding between the cavalryand the skirmishers,
when the Russians descended tbe hill towards them.

After some thirty rounds from the enemy’s 3
Maude’s troop galloped up and opened fire. Their
round-shot ploughed up the columns of the cavalry, who
speedily dispersed into broken lines, wheeling round and
round with great adroitness to escape the 6 and 9-pound
balls. Our shells were not so successful, but one, better
directed than the rest, burst right in the centre of a column
of light infantry whom the Russians had advanced to sup-
port their cavalry, Our fire was so hot, and the service of
the guns so quick, that the enemy retired in about fifteen
minutes after we opened on them.

Morning dawned on the 20th of September, the day of
the battle of the Alma, amid a busy camp, for all expected
that that day would become a memorable one in history.
Nor were they disappointed. Before sunset the allied
armies of England and France had driven the Russians
from a position formidable by nature, and rendered doubly
so by art, and the army of England, by far the greater
part of whom had never seen a shot fired in anger, proved
to the world that they had in no w:ag degenerated, but
were worthy followers of the men of Crecy, of Blenheim,

* Died at Edinburgh, October 19, 1862.

.
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and of Waterloo. The remembrance of these actions”
however, was obliterated by the glories of this day; the
soldiers of France, whom we had ever occasion to respect
as enemies, we now learned to trust as firm and faithful
friends. May they ever remain as such, and the world
will have cause to remember with thankfulness the events
of 1854.

It was noon when the allies arrived at the river Alma,
on the southern side of which the Russians, in position on
the heights, were waiting to receive them. e French
commenced the battle by turning the enemy’s left flank ;
the 2nd and light divisions of the British then dashed
through the river and up the face of the heights, to attack
the Russian batteries. The British artillery had been
throwing shot into the Russian redoubts since the .com-
mencement of the French attack, and had lost one officer,
Captain Dew, who was struck in the head by a round-shot ;
now they were ordered to advance. Turner’s battery was
the first to cross the river. A wheel was knocked off one
of the guns by a round-shot while in the middle of the
stream, and officers and men vied with each other in their
exertions to get the gun ready for action, they being all
the time up to their middles 1n water and exposed to a
most destructive fire.

Two guns of the battery quickly arrived at the spot to
which they were ordered by Lord Raglan, but they had
advanced so rapidly and the difficulties in crossing the
river were so great that there was but one bombardier
besides the drivers who cawme up with the guns. The
officers of the 'battery instantly dismounted, and assisted
by Major Dickson, Captain Gordon, and the officers of
General Strangways’ staff, seryed the guns until the
gunners came up. The first shot fell too short, it was
aimed at the Russian 18-gun battery, which was causing our
second division, in its immediate front, and the light division
and the brigade of Guards in its right front, great loss.

The guns were only 9-pounders, and the distance was
considerable. The second shot, however, went through a
Russian tumbril and killed two horses. These two shots
were sufficient: the Russian general seeing that he was
taken completely in flank, gave orders for them to limber
up their guns. This they did admirably, but during the
time our two guns kept playing on their retiring artillery,
causing them great loss; and the gunners and two more
guns of Turner’s battery having now arrived, the firing
went on rapidly.

_ This battery sustained many losses, and such was the
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scarcity of men at one of the guns that Lieutenant Walsham
took a gunner’s place, and was in the act of sponging the

n when he received a bullet in the right breast which
instantly deprived him of life.

This young officer, the third son of Sir John Walsham,
Bart., was one of that daring class of adventurers whose
name became public by ascending Mont Blane, and the
feat, as Ferformed by him, was duly mentioned in the
papers of the day. At the Alma he ascended a more
glorious height, and his devotion in acting as a common
gunner, which brought his uniform to the enemy’s mark,
entitles him to the grateful remembrance of his country.
He had just entered his twentieth year when he fell in the
first battle in the Crimea. The only other casualty among
the officers of Royal Artillery was Lieuienant Cockrell,
whose leg was carried away by a cannon-shot. He died
after amputation.

As soon as the Russian guns ceased firing, Wodehouse's
battery, which had been himbered up and led across the
river by Colonel Dacres, came up on the right of the 30th
regiment. The slopes in front were still covered with the
enemy’s skirmishers, obstinately contesting the ground
with our own, and giving way, if at all, very slowly.

Over the heights beyond the contested battery, the
helmets of a Russian column might be seen, and presently
the solid mass, npparentlg about 2000 strong, marched
over the hill and began to descend towards the ﬁritish line.
A shell from a gun, laid by Colonel Dacres himself before
the gun detachment could come up, dropped among the
Russian skirmishers; the other guns coming up in suc-
cession, opened their fire on the column and struck it
every time. Franklin's and Anderson’s batteries, crossing
the river, came up and opened on the left, and Paynter’s
followed ; and the column, after marching about fifty
yards down the hill, halted, turned about, and disappear-
ing over the crest, was seen no more.

aude’s troop went up the hill and into action in the
most gallant style, on the extreme left of the English
position, and did great execution, as there were upwards
of 200 dead Russians on the spot his shot had reached,
and where no other battery had directed its fire.

The British infantry now crowned the heights, and the
position was ours. While ascending the hill, some men
of Wodehouse’s battery discovered a Russian general
(Shokanoff) and his servant lyirﬁ on the ground as though
they were wounded. Gunner M‘Anasby and Trumpeter
M‘iaren, to whom I believe the credit 1s due for having
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discovered these impostors, at once delivered them up to
their officer, Lieutenant Richards, by whom the general
was received in a manner befitting his position. He was
sent to Scutari, where he afterwards died of cholera.

At the summit of the hill a brief stand was made by the
enemy, and it seemed as if the contest was about to be
renewed, but the infantry, levelling their bayonets, ad-
vanced at a rapid pace, and the Russians, dashing down
their accoutrements and arms, fled like frightened sheep
down the declivity. The victory was complete—a great
army in a position of immense strength had been igno-
miniously defeated in less than three hours by the sheer
valour of English and French soldiers.

For two days the armies remained upon the field, and at
early morn on the 23rd September commenced their south-
ward march. They bivouacked that night on the banks of
the Katcha, and on the following morning advanced to-
wards the Belbek. This day the northern forts of Sebastopol
were distinctly visible—indeed, at one time the allies were
within range of the guns of the great Star Fort. They
therefore turned somewhat to the left, and rested for the
night on some hills around the little village of Belbek.

The 25th was a_day to be remembered by all in the
army, for it was a day of much difficulty and fatigue. The
distance from the Belbek to Balaklava is but fourteen
miles, but the troops had to pass through a thick forest or
jungle, each man threading a path as he best could.

Lord Raglan and his staff were the first to emerge
from the wood, and on so doing they came right upon the
rear-guard of the Russian army. Maude’s troop was quickly
got out of the wood and fired a few rounds; a volley from
the Rifles and a charge of the cavalry followed, and the
Russians rushed pell-mell along the road to Simé)heropo],
leaving everything behind that might have impeded their
flight, and strewing the road for two or three miles with
waggons, carts, tumbrils, provisions, ammunition, baggage,
officers’ uniforms, personal ornaments, and a countless
array of miscellaneous articles.

Our gunners got hold of the baggage of some general
officer and his staff, for they were soon laden with em-
broidered hussar jackets, pelisses, and garments of various
kinds ; they also got a quantity of jewellery and watches,
and some, more lucky than the rest, got hold of the
general’s luncheon basket, and feasted on wild boar
washed down with champagne.

An officer of the Royal Artillery, who was fortunate
enough to become possessed of a whole side of a wild

Q
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boar, politely sent Lord Raglan a leg. A quantity of
ammunition was found among these spoils, six waggons-
ful being blown up by a party under Captain Fortes-
cue, R.A.

A halt was made for an hour or two on the heights
near Mackenzie’s Farm, after which the army resumed its
march towards Balaklava, reaching the river Tchernaya in
the evening, and remaining there for the night.

Before the army commenced its march on this da
Driver Robert Smeaton, of Major Maude’s troop,efa-
lantly jumped into the river Belbek, and succeeded in
saving the life of a French soldier, who would have been
drowned but for his timely assistance. This man served
throughout the whole of the campaign, and at its close he
received the medal for ‘ Valeur et discipline” from the
Emperor of the French.

On the morrow the armies approached Balaklava. A
few shells fired from an old Genoese fort was the only re-
sistance offered to our troops, who speedily occupied the
town and established a communication with the fleet, which
had already entered the small but peculiarly useful harbour
of Balaklava. _

Preparations were now made for the siege of Sebastopol.
The details of the many occasions on which “ British ar-
tillerymen” distinguished themselves during this glorious
siege will be found in the next chapter. We have now to
do only with the field artillery who were stationed in and
about Balaklava.

By the 30th all the heavy guns were parked on the
heights above Balaklava, and then it was that both men
an:ighorses of the field batteries experienced the hardest
work they had during the whole of the campaign. These
guns had to be dragged over hilly and rocky ground a dis-
tance of seven miles before they could be placed in posi-
tion against Sebastopol. The horses fell under the heary
loads, never to rise again; the men also were worn out
with the continual and harassing fatigue duties, and ere
winter commenced reinforcements were sadly wanted to
complete the efficiency of the field batteries. .

On the 6th October Maude’s troop was engaged in a little
skirmish with a body of Cossacks who had come down for
the purpose of annoying our working parties.

On the morning of the 25th October a Russian army of
about 30,000 appeared openly on the plain before Balaklava,
ready to meet the allies in fair fight. At early dawn large
masses of Russian cavalry, supported by artillery and in-
fantry, advanced against the redoubts which been
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thrown up for the defence of Balaklava, and which were
manned by the Turks, having one English artilleryman in
each. Gunners David Jenkins, Jacob M‘Garry, and John
Barrett were the men to whom the conduct of the Moslem
gunners was entrusted, and nobly they performed their
duty, and sustained for their corps that high character
which it has ever had the good fortune to possess.

After a few rounds from the Russian batteries the Turks
in No. 1 redoubt quitted their guns, and fled precipitately
towards No. 2. They were followed by the English gunner,
but not until he had spiked the guns. The Turks in Nos.
2 and 3, finding that their comrades on the right had fled,
took the alarm, and the whole of them were in a few
minutes running out of the redoubts, abandoning our guns
and artillerymen to their fate. The latter were, of course,
obliged to follow, but they took care first to render the
ordnance in the redoubts unserviceable.

There was another Englishman in No. 4 redoubt, a
sapper named Lankaster, with whom the artilleryman,
sharing the kin of country, behaved as became their
national character. . :

‘When No. 3 redoubt was evacuated the Russian bat-
tery increased its fire on No. 4, which, answering with an
energy probably emboldened by the nearness of supports,
checked the enemy in his career of success. It is due to
the gallantry of the Turks in No. 4 to acknowledge, that
while many of the infantry vaulted in alarm over the
parapet at the first blush of the fight, and ran from the
-opportunity to cover themselves with honour, there were
not wanting staunch artillerists, firm and courageous, to
stand to the guns, and, as instructed by the British gunner,
to work them manfully. Regarding, however, any display
of courage on their part as useless, and their position as
untenable, the little garrison of this redoubt, after spikin
the guns and breaking the wheels of the carriages, quitteg
the battery and took up a position under cover of the
Highlanders. The names of Jenkins, M‘Garry,and Barrett

_were recorded by order of her Majesty; the former also
received the French war medal, and the two latter were
decorated with the Sardinian medal.

Maude’s troop and Barker’s battery, supported by the
Scots Greys, were ordered up from Balaklava to the slopes
between the outposts, and found themselves opposed to the
fire of several field batteries and some guns of position,
which covered an advance of infantry. As the troop was
armed only with 6-pounders, it and the field battery were
quite overmatched, both in metal and in numbers ; never-

Q2
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second division camp with several heavy guns which they
had placed in position with muffled wheels during the
night. The two pieces on picquet, a 9-pounder and a
24.pounder howitzer, under Lieutenant Broughton, were
the first engaged. Turner’s and Yates's batteries, how-
ever, being already horsed, quickly advanced to the front,
and came into action. Wodehouse’s battery soon followed,
and before an hour had elapsed all the batteries were up
and hotly engaged.

The 41st and 49th regiments were pushed on to check
the advance of the enemy, and Wodehouse’s battery was
at once ordered up to, the support of these regiments.
Three guns of this battery were placed under the command
of Captain Hamley, and were so advantageously placed by
him that they continued to fire with deadly effect on the .
enemy’s columns. ‘It must be remarked,” says General
Todleben, in his recent work on the defence of Sebas-
topol, “that the English artillery sustained its infantry
perfectly. It followed them everywhere, and opened fire
at sufficiently close distances against the assailing columns
of the Russians.”

Townsend’s battery was taken up to the assistance
of Codrington’s division by Colonel %Vood, by whom it
was moet advantageously placed. The first few rounds
must have told with murderous effect upon the Russians,
who, however, favoured by the mist of the morning, crept
up among the brushwood, picked off our artillerymen, and
caused severe loss.

Major Townsend* fell at this moment, and the Russians
charging, captured four of our guns, Hardly had hostile
hands touched English iron, before our 77th and 88th,
headed by Lieutenant Miller,t R.A., were in the midst of
the Russians. A second or so and the guns were our own
again.

By this time, notwithstanding the tremendous struggle

* Major S. P, Townsend was the eldest son of the Rev. W. R.
Townsend, rector of Agheda (Ireland), and a grandson of the
late Major-General Brooke Young, R.A. He received his first
commission in 1831, and in 1837 he served on the staff of the
Royal Artillery during the suppression of the rebellion in Canada.
Distinguished as he was in his military capacity, he was still more
so in his manifold Christinn qualities, which earned for him the
love of his brother officers and the respect and affection of his
soldiers. His excellent life has been borne testimony to on many
occasions.

+ This gallant officer received the Victoria cross for his exertions
in the recapture of his own guns.
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in which the infantry were engaged in the redoubt known
as the two-gun battery, all our guns were in position, op-
posed to pieces three times their weight (so placed on the
crest of the opposite hill that 0:3 their muzzles were
visible), and exposed to their deadly fire, which caused
great loss both in men and horses.

The incidents which occurred during this tremendous
duel of artillery would fill a volume. A few, however,
deserve especial mention.

The batteries of the first division, under Colonel Dacres,
suffered great loss. Dacres’ horse was shot under him,
when he immediately took that of Trumpeter M‘Laren,
of Wodehouse’s battery, telling the boy to go home (that
was to the camg) out of danger. The brave little fellow,
seeing the loss his battery had sustained, requested to be
allowed to remain, and he served as a gunner during the
remainder of the action.*

Sergeant Fairfax, Gunner Maloney, and Driver Hay
were all noticed on the field by Colonel Dacres as having
displayed extraordinary courage and zeal during this try-
ing time. Captain Hamley’s horse was killed by a round-
shot, and fell heavily, crushing his rider under him. Ser-

eant M‘Kown ran to extricate his officer. He had just
ifted him from under the horse, and was assisting him to
steady himself, when a shot carried off his thigh, and he
fell back on Hamley, uttering cries as if*of amazement at
the suddenness of his misfortune. Captain Hamley laid
him gently down, and called two men to carry him to the
rear. He afterwards died at Scutari.t

At one time the Russian infantry made a dashing charge
at the guns of Turner’s battery, which for a time remained
in their hands. Sergeant Henry, who commanded one of
the guns, called out to the Funners not to leave their poets, .
but defend the gun to the last. Setting an example, which
was immediately followed by a brave gunner named James

* M‘Laren received the French war-medal for his gallant conduct.
After the war he was transferred into the Royal Artillery band, in
which he remained till his death, which took place March 15, 1859.
He was interred in Charlton Cemetery, a stone being erected to his
ém;:ory by his old companions with whom he had served in the

ea.

+ Sergeant John M‘Kown was the second son of the late
Quartermaster M‘Kown, R.A., a distinguished veteran of the
Peninsular and American wars, who had received severe wounds in

. each. Bergeant James M‘Kown, his younger brother, also served
throughout the campaign in the Crimea, and at its close received
the French war-medal for his distinguished conduct.
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Taylor, he drew his sword and grepared for the worst. In
a minute they were surrounded, and Taylor received his
death-wound. Henry, seizing one of the enemy’s bayonets
with his left hand, and throwing the man off, cut away at
the others with his sword. He was soon overpowered,
however, and was struck in the breast with a bayonet and
lifted off the ground, and when he fell he received no fewer
than twelve wounds. The French and one of our infan
regiments soon recaptured the guns, and then turned their
attention to the wounded. A French soldier gave Henry
a drink, which revived him, and he was then carried to
the rear by two infantry soldiers. Suffering so much from
loss of blood, he begged of the men to put him down and
leave him, and he wasg afterwards rescued by Corporal
Conway and Gunner M‘Grath, of his own battery.*

Farrier Mark Sutton, who was taken prisoner with his
guns, contrived to effect his escape.

Turner’s battery suffered fearfully, having twenty men
killed and wounded, and thirty horses killed, besides
having their limber-boxes broken, &ec.

Lord Raglan—seeing the difficulties under which the
artillery were engaged, and wishing, if possible, in however
small a degree, to equalize the contending ordnance—be-
thought himself of bringing into action any guns of posi-
tion that we might have unemployed in the siege-train.
He inquired what guns there were in the right siege-train,
and was told therewere two iron18-pounder guns of position.

Lord Raglan immediately despatched an order E)r them
to be brought up. The officer to whom it was delivered
sent an answer back that it was ¢mpossible. Lord Raglan
was much annoyed at this, turned to the assistant adju-
tant-general of Royal Artillery, and said, “ Adye, I don’t
likke the word smpossible : don’t you think the guns can be
brought upp” Kiajor Adye said he was certain it could
be done. Lord Raglan then sent Captain Gordon, R.A.,
with directions to Colonel Gambier to bring the two 18-
pounders into action with the least possible delay.

At this time a splinter of a shell which had burst in the
midst of the stafl struck General Strangways’ leg with
such force as to leave it hanging by a mere shred of
jagged flesh and a portion of the trousers. Without a
complaint—his face as placid as though nothing had oc-
curred—the brave old man, in his usual gentle manner,

* Sergeant Henry afterwards received a commission in the
Land Transport corps, and was decorated with the Victoria cross.
He isnow a captain in the Coast Brigade, Royal Artillery.
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said, “ Will anyone be kind enough to lift me off my
horse?” Major Adye had already dismounted, and in a
moment he lifted the poor old general off his horse and
laid him on the ground, and then hurried off to procure a
stretcher. As the gallant old soldier was laid on the earth,
tears forced themselves from many a stout heart, for
Strangways was known and beloved by every man; his
snow-white hair and kind and gentle manner l{aving ren-
dered him conspicuous in the camp. He was removed
with great care to the hospital of the right siege-train, bat
he had lost so much blood even before he had been lifted
off his horse, that it was considered better not to torture
him by an operation, which, in his weak state; would faci-
litate the death he was so fast hastening to. After ad-
dressing a few words to the officers of the staff and leaving
his last message for those most dear to him in England, he
said, “I die, at least, a soldier’s death!”

Towards the close of the battle, when the Russians were
retiring, Lord Raglan received intelligence that the poor
old general was fast approaching his end. His lordship
immediately rode to the hospital, and going in found him
rapidly sinking. He pressed the old man’s hand, and told
him we had gained the day. A faint smile passed over the
dying veteran’s countenance, but he was too weak from the
loss of blood to speak. A few minutes after, and his spirit
fled to rest.

The moment at last arrived when the battle was de-
cidedly in favour of the allies, for at this instant the two
18-pounders were being brought into action. They were
dragged up, not without considerable difficulty, by horses
taken from the field guns which had been spiked, and by
the men of Dickson’s and D’Aguilar’s companies, under
Lieut.-Colonel Gambier. This gallant officer was proceed-
ing with these pieces of ordnance towards Lord Raglan,
when a spent shot (comparatively speaking) ricocheted off
the ground and struck him on the chest. Of course he
was knocked down senseless, and carried to the rear (as it
was thought at the time) a mortally wounded man.

Colonel Gambier was many months before he recovered
from the effects of this blow. Indeed, for a long time his
life was despaired of, for although the shot made no open
wound, it caused 8o great a contusion that the medical
men never expected he would get over it.

His place was taken by Colonel Dickson, who brought
the guns into action, and continued till the end of the
battle in command of them. They had not been in action
half an hour before their superiority was shown by the



SIR RICHARD J. DACRES,
Commander of the Artillery in the Crimea.



Digitized by G008[€



THE WAR IN THE CRIMEA, 233

enfeebled reply of the enemy’s artillery. The loss of men
engaged in serving these guns was very great. Seventeen
artillerymen were killed or wounded, Captains Tupper and
Ingilby being among the latter.

Several men were noticed on the field by Colonel Dick-
son, the most conspicuous being Gunners John Morton
and Hugh Davis. The latter received a slight wound, but
would not leave his post until a round-shot came and took
away both his arms. He was pensioned after the war, and
diedy at Woolwich in April, 1861.

Fresh men having been received from the right siege-
train, our fire, if anything, became more accurate. There
was never such beautiful practice. The greatest praise is
due to Colonel Dickson for the admirable manner in which
he directed his men.

" The mighty duel of artillery continued for some time,
the enemy drawing off their guns by fours every ten
minutes or 80, until but two batteries remained. These
were severely knocked about by our 18-pounders, but Lord
Raglan sent an aide-de-camp to Colonel Dickson to desire
him to cease firing, as he wished to advance some infantry.
Dickson begged to be allowed to have a few shots more,
as he said heghad the range so perfectly, and to verify his
assertion the guns, which were then loaded, were fired, and
the shot went crashing through the Russian carriages. A
minute or two later he ceased firing, an example which the
Russians immediately followed.

On witnessing the decisive effect of Dickson’s skill, Lord
Raglan, accompanied bg his staff, immediately rode up to
him and congratulated him on his success. * Dickson, my
brave fellow,” said he, ““ you are your father’s better.” In
a few moments the British had the satisfaction of seeing
the last of the enemy’s artillery limber up and gallop off
the field.

Besides the casualties mentioned at the battle of Inker-
man, Captains Morris and Baddely were wounded, while
the loss 1n men was 13 killed and 76 wounded. Besides
these the loss in horses was enormous ; seven officers had
their horses shot under them, of whom no fewer than four
were doing duty with Wodehouse’s battery.

~The day after the battle a melancholy spectacle was
afforded to the camp. A lofty eminence in front of the
fourth division was appropriated as the burial-place of
the more distinguished officers who had fallen in the
battle. Cathcart and Strangways, who had first met on
the field at Leipsic, when fighting for the Russians
against the French, and had afterwards served together at
3 .
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‘Waterloo, had fallen in the valley of Inkerman, and were
this day laid side by side, mourned not only by the whole
of the army but by the English nation. Stran&ways was
borne to the grave on a gun, escorted by the I troop of
Horse Artillery, formerly the rocket troop, the only por-
tion of the British army which (under %:s comma.ng ﬁd
served at Leipsic.

On the 14th November occurred an event which
crowned the sufferings of the devoted armies. A hurri-
cane broke over the whole camp, scattering the tents to
the winds, and a deluge of rain for more than twelve hours
completed the disasters the hurricane had commenced.
The poor horses were almost swept away, dying by hun-
dreds; the camp became one huge quagmire, and the
soldiers, deprived of shelter and food, cowered in wretched
groups, vainly endeavouring to shield themselves from the
“ fierce pelting of the pitiless storm.”

The siege of Sebastopol now engrossed all attention
until May, when an expedition under Sir George Brown
embarked at Balaklava for the Sea of Azov. The artil-
lery attached to this division was commanded by Captain
Barker. Arriving at Kertch, the place was taken without
the artillery being called into action, and was quickly
occupied. Anapa and the neighbouring fortresses having
all surrendered to the allies, the 1prex;ence of so large a
body of troogs at Kertch was no longer necessary.
greater number were therefore re-embarked and returned
to Balaklava, resuming their duties before Sebutolpol.
Captain Graydon and fifty men of the Royal Artillery
were left at Kertch to assist the Turks in the defence.

On the 16th August the Russian army in the field
attacked the French and Sardinians, who held a position
on the river Tchernaya. None of the English army were
engaged on this, the last occasion on which the allies were
attacked in the field, with the exception of Captain Mow-
bray’s battery of 32-pounders, which was placed in advance
with the Sardinian troops, and did most excellent service
in preventing the advance of the enemy’s artillery.
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CHAPTER XV.

¢ Rouse your batteries’ dormant thunder,
Hurl the blazing shell on high,
Till yon ramparts, rent asunder,
Cease your prowess to defy !

WAR IN THE CRIMEA (CONTINUED)—SIEGE
OF SEBASTOPOL.

BOMBARDMENT OF SEBASTOPOL—GALLANT CONDUOT OF LIEUTENANT
MAXWELL AND COLONEL DICKSON—THE FLEET—SIR W. BRERETON
—— GALLANT CONDUCT OF SERGEANT SYMONS — EFFECT OF THE
BOMBARDMENT—DEATH OF COAPTAIN OHILDERS—WINTER IN THE
BATTERIES—SORTIE—SECOND BOMBARDMENT—CAPTAIN DIXON—
THIRD BOMBARDMENT—SERGEANT DOWLING—CAPTURE OF THE
MAMELON AND QUARRIES—SERGEANT FITZSIMONS—ASSAULT OF
THE 18TH JURE—BOMBARDMENT—DEATH OF CAPTAIN OLD-
FIELD—FINAL BOMBARDMENT, ASSAULT, AND OAPTURE—MAJOR
STRANGE, OAPTAIN FITZROY—THE SPIKING PARTY AND CAPTAIN
DAVIS—OONOLUSION.

IN October, 1854, the artillery destined to bombard Sebas-
~ topol was commanded by Colonel Gambier ; the companies

of the right attack (Dickson’s, D’Aguilar’s, and Strange’s)
being under Lieut.-Colonel Dickson, and those of the left
:([Yqung’s, Freese'’s, 'and Rowan’s) under Lieut.-Colonel

rving.

At nightfall on the 8th October ground was broken
before Sebastopol, and for the next week the trench work
proceeded vigorously. The guns were then placed in
position, and batteries erected, and on the evening of
the 16th orders were issued to commence the bombard-
ment.

On the 17th, at daylight, the silence was broken by
such a peal of artillery as has scarcely ever before in the
most famous battles or sieges shaken the earth around the
combatants. A hundred and twenty-six pieces, many of
them of the largest calibre, opened at once upon the
Russian defences, and were answered by a still larger
number of equal range and power. The din was incessant,
and the smoke in the batteries so dense that after afew
rounds the gunners laid their pieces rather by the line on
the platform than by a view OF the object aimed at. ‘

. Vil



Digitized by G008[€



WAR IN THE CRIMEA—SIEGE OF SEBASTOPOL. 237

from fatigue duty in the trenches of the right attack, he
lost his way, and wandered on till he found himself among
the enemy’s outposts, by whom he was quickly made
prisoner.

Major Young* was slightly wounded on the 20th.

The interest excited by a contest of artillery without
decided advantage on either side soon languishes, and in
a few days the thunder of the bombardment was almost
unheeded. But the troops in the trenches and batteries
were hardly worked, the artillerymen not having more
than five hours’ rest out of the twenty-four, and exposed
day by day incessantly to a tremendous fire.

On the 23rd the fire of the enemy was unusually sharp,
ours having somewhat abated. Captain Childers, R.A.,
was killedon this day; Captain Moubray and Lieutenant
Hope were wounded. ]

he first, a most promising young officer, the son of a
captain in the 42nd Highlanders, was in conversation with
Major Freese as to the progress of the enemy’s earth-
works ; and leaving him for the purpose of taking an
observation of the Russian batteries, he had no sooner
looked over the parapet than a large round-shot struck
him on the head, and death was instantaneous.

From this time the fire slackened on both sides, and the
incidents of the siege were not distinguished by any im-
portant result : sometimes the besiegers made some appa-
rent decided hits ; then in turn the besieged effected some
trifling advantage, but nothing of moment occurred.

The sufferings of our army during the ensuing winter
are, alas ! too well known. It cannot be expected that the
Royal Artillery fared any better than their companions in
arms—indeed, it is not certain that the men of the siege
train were not worse off than any other portion of the
army, for the reinforcements did not begin to arrive till
the season was far advanced, and the whole line of English
batteries had to be defended bﬁ' the remnants of six
companies who were worn out with continual duty.t

Among the heavy fatigues which had to be performed
by the artillery at this inclement season, was that of bring-
ing shot and shell up from Balaklava to the front. The

* This officer, who had served in Spain during the Carlist war,
in China in 1842, and in Kaffraria in 1847, was invalided home ;
and on February 24, 1855, he was killed by falling out of the window
of a hotel in Portsmouth.

+ The men of the field batteries were occasionally sent up to
assist in the trenches.
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Russians. While the attention of the defenders of the
trenches was thus drawn to the conflict in this direction,
the enemy made another attempt to penetrate our lines
farther to the left, where there was a mortar battery.
Here they succeeded in gaining a footing, and the men
were compelled to retire from the battery.

Bombardier Marsh, R.A., of Captain Dixon’s company,
was in charge of the magazine of this battery, where he
remained after the enemy had taken possession. Two
Russians came into the magazine, and fancying they heard
somebody, probed about with their bayonets, til{ one of
them inserted the point of his weapon into the bombar-
dier’s thumb; the other, on leaving the place, fired his

iece, the bullet going into a case of fuses. Some infantry
geing now brought up, the Russians gave way, and a
genera] attack was made upon the retreating masses, who

ed utterly beaten. _

The escape of Bombardier Marsh was most miraculous,
as the magazine was full of powder; the only harm he
sustained, however, was the scratch on his thumb, which
did not prevent him from joining in the pursuit.

Shots now became more frequent, as if, preparatory to
the next bombardment, our artiﬂerymen were endeavouring
to obtain the most accurate range.

The correspondent of the Z%tmes, in a letter dated March
23, says—* The practice of our artillerymen is- splendid.
Scarcely a shot fails in striking the top of the parapet just
at the ri&ht place, and a black pillar of loose earth shoots
up into the air from the work after every discharge from
our guns.”

A number of new batteries having been constructed,
and connected by trenches into one entire line of attack,
on April 9, the second bombardment commenced from
140* guns and mortars, and continued night and day for
a week, when it gradually diminished.

If even the supply of ammunition had been uynlimited,
it would have been impossible, considering the way our
artillerymen were worked, to have continued the bombard-
ment much longer. The gunners passed eight hours in
the batterics, then had eight hours’ relief, and then re-
turned to their guns; and out of the eight hours’ remission
nearly two were spent in going to and returning from
their camp ; 8o that they spent.ten hours on their legs,
which caused many to suffer so much from sore feet that
they performed their duties with difficulty. Added to this,

* British : the French had 360 pieces in battery :—total, 500.,,_



240 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

during the first -few days there was an incessant rain, so
that the artillerymen were drenched to the skin, and
standing in thick mud :* nevertheless they worked the guns
with admirable vigour.

On April 11, Lieutenant Luce was struck by a round-
shot in both legs, and died about two hours after his re-
moval to camp. On the 13th, Lieutenant L’Estrange was
wounded. ieut.-Colonel Dickson had some mantelets
made from cow-hides sewn together and stuffed with hay,
and slung on a beam across the top of the embrasure ; they
withstood the rifle fire remarkably well, but the gunners
could not be persuaded to use them during a bombard-
ment. The gunners were invariably careless of their own
safety, and, unless strictly watched by the officers, would
sure to be unnecessarily running into danger. On one
occasion, taking advantage of the presence of a young
officer new to the trenches, a party of them came acroes
the open to the second parallel, instead of by the covered
way. The Russians saw them, and at once sent a hail-
storm of rifle-balls at them. One man fell, shot through
his red night-cap;t the rest dispersed, two lying down
for shelter under a low wall. A sailor came along,
““dodging” the balls; he looked at the body, seized it up,
gng carried it to the doctor; but the spint had for ever

ed.

Disobedience of orders usually brings its own punish-
ment. Thus an artilleryman was tols to load a gun in
No.17 * after dusk.” He went in daylight, at six o’clock,
took out the gabion from the embrasure, and was pro-
ceeding to load, when a round-shot came in, killed him,
wounded two others, and dismounted the gun. During
the 13th and 14th, the guns of the Bussians were turned
upon some of our advanced works in vast numbers ; and
in one particular instance, the injury sustained by a bat-
tery was 80 great that the unremitting exertions of Captains
Henry and Walcot, and the gallantry and determination
of the artillerymen under their orders, alone enabled them
to keep up the fire and maintain themselves in it. On
April 15, the follewing order was issued:—* Colonel
Dacres will be so good as to communicate to Captains
Henry and Walcot, and express to them not only my

® ¢¢ The sappers worked in providing channels for clearing away
the mud, which obstructed the artillerymen at the guns.”’—Conrolly’s
 History of Royal Sappers and Miners,” vol. ii. p. 264.

+ The dress worn by the gunners in the batteries consisted of a
red worsted cap, a blue guernsey, and their regimental trousers.
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approbation of their conduct, and that of the officers
and men under them, but my warmest thanks for their
ga%antry and perseverance in the discharge of their duty.
—RaGLAN.”

On the 14th Lieutenant Mitchell was killed by a
round-shot from the Redan, which fractured the base of
his skull.

About ten o’clock on the morning of the 16th the enemy
sent a shell through one of the magazines of No. 9 battery,
right attack, which caused it to explode, killing the maga-
zine man, of whom no remains were ever found except
his hands, and wounding five others. The debris of the
magazine and of the parapet, a considerable portion of
which was knocked down, rendered unserviceable for the
moment all the guns of the battery, with the exception of
one, which the officer in command—Captain Dixon—turned
at once upon the Russians, who stood on the parapet of
their works and cheered, at the same time pouring a heavy
fire on the ruined battery.

Nothing could excee({ the gallantry of Captain Dixon,
whose coolness und courage excited the admiration of all.
He has received the Victoria cross. :

During the month of May (with the exception of the
troops despatched on an expedition to Kertcli)x) the army
was occupied in erecting new batteries, replacing the
magazines, and placing additional guns and mortars in

osition.

P At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 6th June the
third bombardment commenced. ‘The Russians replied
with a heavier fire than usual all the afternoon, but durin
theh night and morning of the 7th they scarcely returneg
a shot.

The Mamelon, which on the previous afternoon had
fired salvos, was reduced to two or three guns, and its
parapets, as well as those of the Redan and the face of
the Malakoff looking towards our batteries, were little
more than a shapeless heap of earth, testifying to the
excellence of our artillery fire, which was probably un-
equalled for precision and effect. The casualties in the
artillery were very heavy during the bombardment of the
6th and 7th: Captains Mortimer Adye* and Alexander
Gordon, with Lieutenant Keane, were wounded (the
former severely, by a shell which burst between his legs) ;

* This officer died in Woolwich, April 3, 1862, after two days’
illness.
R
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one corporal and ten gunners were killed ; five sergeants,*
and forty-seven rank and file wounded. On the 7th
another explosion took place in No. 9 battery, when
Captain M. C. Dixon was again on duty. When the
embrasure in the sand-bag battery caught fire, Gunner
John Powell leaped into it, and extinguished the flame
under a heavy fire. He was rewarded with the French
medal. At half past six on. the evening of the 7th the
advanced works of the enemy, known as the Mamelon
and Quarries, were assaulted and carried, the former b
the French and the latter by the English troops. Bo
works were turned against tﬂeir former masters by day-
light on the morning of the 8th, and in the arming of
Quarries no_one was more conspicuous than Sergeant
Fitzsimons, R.A., a non-commissioned officer who had
been noticed on the previous evening for the manner in
which he directed the fire of the 8-gun battery, while
covering the French columns attacking the Mamelon.
Gunner Thomas Arthur also distinguished himself during
the attack on the Quarries, by carrying barrels of ammu-
nition across the open to the 7th Fusileers. This he did
of his own accord several times.

The cannonade subsided with the capture of the
Mamelon and Quarries, and trenches were pushed out
from these works towards the Malakoff and Redan. A

* One of these sergeants was Daniel Dowling, of Wodebouse's
battery, who served with the siege train as a volunteer. He was
noticed for his gallantry on two occasions, and at the conclusion of
the war he received the Sardinian medal, and was appointed to the
Military Train as adjutant. He left that corps in 1859, and soon
after obtained an appointment in the Volunteers. On the cry which
arose in 1860, ¢ Help for Garibaldi,” Dowling was one of the firss
to offer his services. Arriving in Sicily, he was appointed to the
command of a battery, and on the arrival of the British volunteers
in Italy, he selected a body of forty men with the view of forming
them into a small and independent artillery force. The services
of this body will be remembered by all who are acquainted with
Garibaldi’s campaign in Naples, and its members will be regarded
by their countrymen as they were by the liberator of Italy—the
redemption of the British Legion. Dowling is now a colonel in the
Italian army, and is the only one of Garibaldi’s'volunteers, being a
foreigner, who was gazetted into the army. ¢‘ His noble, gallaat,
and soldierlike behaviour throughout the campaign of the twe
Sicilies defies argument, while it has procured for him the esteem
of Garibaldi, the admiration of Victor Emmanuel, and the gratitade
of every man who takes pride in the high estimation by foreigners
of the name of a British soldier.”—U. S. Magazine, 1860.
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mortar battery was also constructed nearer the enemy’s
works, and as soon as the new works were properly armed
the bombardment recommenced.

" On the 17th June the fourth bombardment began, and
for three hours the fire was warmly returned, and then
the Russian batteries grew almost silent. In the evening
orders were issued for the assault to take place on the
following morning, but without a previous cannonade.
This was greatly regretted by the artillery officers, who
were very confident of rendering the Russian batteries
nearly harmless in a fire of three hours.

Lord Raglan was at his post at two o’clock on the
morning of the 18th June, a day of glorious memory to
him, but which doubtless he hoped would be obliterated
by the result of the coming attack. The point he had
selected, though it commanded an excellent view of both
the Malakoff and the Redan, was certainly not one of
security, for besides the wounds received by General
Jones and other officers attached to his lordship, the
gunner stationed there for the purpose of discharging the
signal-rocket had his head smas}ixe by grape-shot.

The signal being given about halZpast three a.M., the
British column advanced to- the assault of the Redan.
Twenty men (volunteers) of the Royal Artillery, under
Captain W. J. Williams and Lieutenant Ward, accom-
panied the assaulting column for the purpose of spiking the

uns, or, if opportunity offered, of turning them round on
the enemy. f this party eleven were kiﬁed or wounded, -
Captain Williams being among the latter. Among
the most distinguished of this party who survived were
Corporal James Browne, Bombardiers John Hagan and
Samuel Ewing (lost a leg), Gunners Michael O’Donohue,
E. O'Brien, W. Glass (wounded), and Thomas Arthur
(wounded). The latter was the man who distinguished
himself during the attack on the Quarries. He was after-
wards decorated with the Sardinian medal and the Victoria
cross. Gunner Glass was wounded when about half way
between the Redan and our advanced trenches. He was
completely disabled, having been wounded ih three places.
Gunner M‘Ardle crept out of the trenches on his hands
and knees, and managing to get Glass on his back, re-
turned with him te the trenches.

The attack was met by the Russians in a deétermined
and successful manner, the allies being repulsed and com™
pelled to retire, suffering great loss.

As our troops were retiring, Colonel Dickson opened on

B2
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well as the fire from the guns), was noticed and recorded
by his commanding officer.

Captain Oldfield, than whom no man worked harder or
took more interest in the trenchwork, after being daily
and closely passed by death for ten months, was on this
day struck on the head by a fragment of a shell at a bat-
tery of the left attack, and, to the great loss of the service
and the regret of many friends, never spoke more. On
the same day Major Henrfy, R.A. lost his right arm.

During the remaining few weeks of the bombardment
the casualties in the Royal Artillery were unusually severe.
On the 19th August Lieutenant Scott was wounded, on
the 20th Captain P. Dickson (an officer who served in the
batteries during the whole period of the siege), on the
24th Lieutenant de Winton, and on the 26th Captain
Arbuthnot. The latter, “one of the best artillery officers
in the Crimea, and one of the coolest men under fire it is
possible to conceive,” was wounded by a rifle-bullet which
passed through the fleshy part of both his thighs. This
was the second time he was struck by the enemy,

Although there were daily cannonadlngs betwixt the
besiegers and the besieged during the closing days of
August and the beginning of September, yet the fire was
not anything like brisk until the 6th, when it assumed a
formidable aspect.

New batteries were opened, and a fire poured upon the
devoted city such as had never before shaken the earth.
The British alone had in operation 114 guns of heavy
calibre, besides ninety-seven mortars and two Lancasters.
Our artillery practice was perfect. Every shell and bomb
appeared to tell exactly where they were intended, and in
the evening, as if to encourage the besiegers in their work
of destruction, the flame from a line-of-battle ship in the
harbour, which had been set on fire by our artillery, illu-
minated the whole of the Russian works, and showed the
terrible effect of our fire. :

Captain Snow, R.A. was killed during the day, and
among the other casualties may be mentioned the death
of Sergeant Morian. The circumstances connected with
the fate of this most excellent non-commissioned officer
are best given in the words of Mr. Conolly in his * His-
tory of the Sappers and Miners.” “Two old acquaint-
ances, who had not met for years, chanced in the early
night, as the darkness was falling, to recognise each other
in the Quarries. Each grasped the other’s hand, and while
engaged in the animated greeting, with the warm smile of#™
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‘William Armsirong,* Corporal James Hamilton,} Bom-
bardiers John Bower } and Daniel Cambridge,§ Gunners
Robert Botfield, John M‘Ardle, Charles Henderson,
and Edward O'Brien. There had been two brass field-
ﬁms in the Redan when our men entered, and these the

ussians, immediately after the repulse, placed in
embrasures, where their green wheels were plainly
visible, and began firing on o% trenches and on the
French on the slope before the Malakoff. Two or three
of. our guns were directed on them, and struck and
silenced both.

Captain Williams, R.A., the officer who commanded
the spiking party during the assault of the 18th June,
served on this occasion as aide-de-camp to General Strau-
benzie ; his gallantry in the Redan was testified to both
by the general and l('ﬁyolonel ‘Windham.

The daughter of an artillery officer|| was during this
terrible assault anxiously watching from the right picquet-
house the return of her husband, Colonel Handcock, 44th,
whose bleeding corpse was soon conveyed to the rear;
while at the same time the son of another gallant officer
of the artillery,q struck through the body, had moved
himself into a cave to die. Major Fyers of the Rifles, an
officer who led his regiment to the assault in a most
praiseworthy manner, was also the son of a distinguished
artilleryman—the late Major-General Fyers, C.B.

The casualties among the artillery in the batteries were
very numerous. At one gun (No. 2 of the five-gun
battery) a sergeant was wounded, when his place was
taken by Mr. Hayter, an officer of the Commissary

* Wounded in the head. Received a commission in the Military.
Train,

+ Received the French war-medal for carrying a wounded officer
of the 3rd Buffs from the ditch of the Redan to the advanced trench.

+ Received the French medal. Greatly exerted himself in bringing
in wounded men until wounded himself.

§ Received the Sardinian medal and the Victoria cross, He
was severely wounded when advancing to the assault, but refused
to go to the rear. Later in the day he assisted in removing the
wounded from the most exposed places, amid showers of shot and
bullets, until he was completely disabled, being wounded a second

time.
Il Colonel H. Williams, who died at Barbadoes, November 10,
52

T 'Major-Gen.eml Dynely. The son above referred to was Lieu-
tenant Douglas Dynely, adjutant 23rd Fusiliers.
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Department, who began his career as a drummer in the
Royal Artillery, and had served many years in the corps.
He had not been long at the gun before he was struck by
a shell which broke both his legs and one of his arms, and
he died the same evening. Gunners W. Smith and
dJ. Cockshoot were severely wounded while serving at the
same gun,—the former by a rifle-bullet, and the latter by
grape-shot. Lieutenants Champion and Tyler were
wounded ; but the greatest loss sustained by the corps on
this eventful day was that of Captain Fitzroy, who was
killed by one of the last rifle-shots fired.

He was the son of Sir Charles Fitzroy, and nephew of
the Duke of Richmond, and his gallantry had been borne
testimony to on several occasions.

In a letter from Sir R. Dacres it is stated :—

*On the opening of the bombardment (17th August),
when Captain Oldfield was killed in an advanced battery,
he volunteered his services; and his bravery was the
theme of admiration of all who saw him.” In another
from Captain Keppel to his father—** There was no man
in the British army to sm}mss him in gallantry and cool-
ness under fire. The last day of the bombardment, when
one of his gunners hesitated about clearing the embrasure
of earth that had shaken down, he shamed the man by
seizing the shovel and jumping outside to perform that
dangerous service.”

During the day Captain Fitzroy himself laid nearly all
the guns in the battery where he was commanding, and
with most signal effect. As he was leaving the battery,
about six in the evening, he was struck in the spine by a
rifle-bullet. He did not die immediately, however, bat
lingered in great agony till a little after midnight on the
10th. Firing ceased at dusk on.the 8th, and a few hours
afterwards it was discovered that the work of the British
artillery was accomplished.

Gortschakoff, seeing he could no longer withstand the
tremendous fire the allies had for three days poured into
Sebastopol, and which they were prepared to continue,
withdrew his troops across the harbour to the forts ou the
north side, sunk his ships, aud blew up his forts ; and thus,
after a siege of nearly twelve months, the soldiers of
England and France took possession of what the Russian
general truly termed ““ a heap of bloodstained ruins.”

The only other event of any importance in which the
aieie train was concerned, was the great explosion which
took place on the 16th November.

The great magazine in the French park having blown

A
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up, the fire quickly communicated to the stores of our
siege train, which were parked around a windmill near
Inkerman, in which were deposited eighty tons of gun-
powder. Shots, carcasses, rockets, and shells, with their
myriad splinters, fell in a terrible shower, breaking up
tents, burning huts and siege materials, and striking
down men at a considerable distance from the scene.
The only officer killed was Deputy Assistant Commissary
G. Yellon, whose body was so czarred that his identity
was only established .by a ring which remained on one of
his hands. Some brass spurs, which it was remembered
he had been wearing, were found near his corpse. He
had been a most respectable non-commissioned officer in
the Artillery, and was promoted in 1854 to the position
he held at the time of his death.

Lieutenant Dawson, R.A. and a sergeant of the Rifle
Brigade were carrying away a box containing combustibles,
when a shell fell and burst near them. The sergeant was
killed ; Lieutenant Dawson escaped with the loss of his
left foot. Lieutenant Roberts was severely burned and
received other slight injuries.

In the meantime the powder mill was the point on
which all eyes were riveted. Between two fires, and with
flaming combustibles falling all around, it seemed won-
derful that the powder was not ignited. As quick as
thought, however, several brave fellows, headed by Major
Grant, R.A., ascended the mill, and, with wet blankets
handed to them from below, covered the roof so completely
that any rockets or sparks which afterwards fell upon it
were perfectly harmless. One of the foremost to ascend
the mill was Bombardier Angus Sutherland, R.A., who
was decorated with the French medal for his brave conduct
on this occasion.

One company of the Royal Artilllery, under Captain
Johnson, accompanied the expedition to Kinburn, but was
not actively employed.

Before closing this chapter it must be observed that
several officers of the Royal Artillery were, during the
siege of Sebastopol, employed in various situations, not
the least important of which was the office of that valuable
agent—the employment of which in the field was suggested
by an artillery officer, Major-General Wylde*—the electric

telegraph. v f.
* Major-General Wylde served in Holland in 1813-14, a

wards went with the army into France. In April, 1834
ceeded Lord William Russell as military commissioner at
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The submarine department of the telegraph was under
the control of Major Biddulph, R.A., assisted by Lieu-
tenant Holdsworth.

The office on the opposite side of the Black Sea, at
Varna, was under Captain Oldershaw, who was assisted
by some intelligent sergeants* of the corps.

Lieutenant, afterwards Captain Penn, R.A., served as
assistant engineer during the siege of Sebastopol, and
acquitted himself most honourably in performinﬁ all the
toilsome and hazardous duties connected with the Engineer
Department.

ieut.-Colonel C. Morrist was attached to the staff of
General Bosquet, of the French army, during the greater
part of 1855, and assisted at the carrying of the lines of
the Tchernaya, the assault and capture of the Mamelon
and of the Malakoff. He was especially named by the
French general in the official despatches. )

Nothing more remains to be said of the siege train in
the Crimea. That they performed their duties in & manner
which could not be surpassed, was borne testimony to, not
-only by our generals and the officers of the French army,
but also by the Russians, who declared that nothing but
the artillery compelled them to quit Sebastopol.

quarters of Don Pedro’s army in Portugal, and continued with
them until the convention of Evara Monte ; and subsequently, from
November, 1834, to 1840, at the head-quarters of the Spanish
army, and in all the general actions during that period, including
the raising of the siege of Bilboa, for which he received the thanks
of the Spanish Cortes. During the civil war in Portugal, in 1846,
he was sent as British commissioner, and signed the convention of
Oporto.

B These non-commissioned officers were afterwards discharged,
and are now employed on the Indian telegraph, at Mosul, in Asia
Minor. .

+ The present commander of the Volunteer Artillery.
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‘Williams returned to his quarters at Erzeroum, and wrote
innunierable despatches and demands for pay and clothing
for the Turkish troops, both to Constantinople and to
London, which, it is too well known, were unattended to.

Information having been received that the Russians,
between 30,000 and 40,000 strong, were advancing upon
Kars, Colonel Williams at once determined to go to the
assistance of the British officers (Colonel Lake, of the
Bengal Engineers, and Captain Thompson, of the Line)
who had been for some months engaged in the construc-
tion of earthworks round that city ; for he was convinced
that these gallant officers could not depend upon any
support from the Turkish commanders, though every
dependence might be placed on the soldiery.

He arrived at Kars on the 7th June, 1855, that fortress
then containing 15,000 men, three monthe’ provisions, and
very little ammunition.

On the 12th Teesdale reconnoitred the Russian army,
which as yet had given no symptoms of an attack. The
feast of the Bairam, when the Turks give themselves en-
tirely up to pleasure and idleness, is held on the 16th June ;
and the British officers, who expected an attack would be
made on that day, with great difficulty persuaded the
Moushir to postpone the festival.

At the time when they are supposed to have completely
given themselves up to enjoyment—9 A.M.—every man 1s
at his post, and, as foreseen by our officers, the Russians
are advancing in great force.

No doubt they thought that, what with the Bairam and
fear, the Turks would bolt, but they found their error ; for
when their cavalry advanced to within a thousand yards,
the guns opened and showed them that Kars could not be
taken by a coup de main. As soon as they found the shot
told upon them they rapidly retired out of fire, and the
whole army disappeared in the same order in which it
advanced.

A few days after this the garrison of Kars was com-

letely invested by the Russian army under General
ouravieff. Nothing daunted, however, the brave troops,
encouraged by the British officers, set vigorously to work,
strenﬁthening the defences, and preparing to receive an
attack. Cavalry skirmishes, feints, &c. were of daily
occurrence, but no regular attack was made, and the gar-
rison was wearied witﬁl1 continual watchings.

At last, on the 29th September, the Russians made a
desperate attack, the whole day being occupied in the
contest.
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This tremendous struggle, in which the ability of
Williams, the gallantry of Teesdale, and the worth of the
other English officers were conspicuous, ended in the total
defeat of the enemy.

The numerous batteries planned by and erected under
the superintendence of General Williams and Colonel
Lake completely baffled the enemy. No sooner had they
taken a position than guns opened on them from another
fort, compelling immediate evacuation. The movements
of the Russians were also so closely watched by General
Williams, that he always had bodies of infantry marched
up ready to meet and repel an attack.

In the story of the siege by Dr. Sandwith, it states :—
“Under him (Williams) each British officer felt it a pride
and a pleasure to serve, while his lE;eculiar knowledge and
large experience of the Turkish character enabled him to
detect and frustrate intrigues, to check peculation, and to
stimulate Asiatic apathy; his many noble qualities en-
deared him to the soldiery, and made the people his
enthusiastic partisans. No one can deny that he was truly
‘ the ﬁﬁt man in the right place.’”

Teesdale displayed extraordinary activity and, notwith-
standing his extreme youth, great wisdom and skill. One
might apply to this intrepid and clever young warrior the
words of the great dramatist :—

¢¢ T do not think a braver gentleman,
‘More active valiant, or more valiant young,
More daring, or more brave, is now alive
To grace this latter age with noble deeds.”

During the battle of the 29th September he played a
most conspicuous part. The hardest fighting took place
where he commanded—at the Tachmasb and Yuksek
Tabias,—and nobly did he encourage the Turks in the
performance of their duty. The enemy being close upon
thie Tachmasb Tabia, Teesdale worked the himself,
and having checked their advance, sword in hand he led
the Moslem infantry forward to the charge, the Russians
retiring in a precipitate manner.

They again advanced, however; and here Teesdale
showed that, like a true Christian warrior, he was mer-
ciful, and risked his own life to save an enemy.

Seeing a Russian officer desperately wounded lying out-
side the battery, notwithstanding the advance of the
enemy on one side, and the Turks impatient for the
charge and thirstinF for the blood of every Russian on
the other, Teesdale leaped boldly out, brought in his help-



?
+ 254 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

less adversary, and placed him in safety ; he again led the
Turks to the charge, and drove the advancing foe before
him. For this gallant action Teesdale received the Vic-
toria cross. v

After this victory Williams was almost worshipped by
the Turks. They?isaed the batteries, and said the Meer
Ali Bey (Colonel) was very wise when he made them
work ; thinking they would now be relieved from the
presence of the Russian army.

Colonel Williams made preparations to go to Erzeroum,
in the hope of ascertaining why reinforcements, or at
least provisions, had not been sent to Kars, and with the
intention of using every means in his power to have the
necessary supplies forwarded to that garrison. The
Russians, however, thou%]: they had retired, had no inten-
tion of retreating ; for the defenders of Kars soon dis-
covered that they were more closely blockaded than ever,
nearly every post and every messenger falling into the
enemy’s hands. The Russian general, however, with the
kindness which J)nrticulurized im throughout the cam-
paign, forwarded all private letters to the British officers
m Kars.*

It was the beginning of November, and the cholera

which had broken out among the Turks) had disappeared.

o far the news was cheering. On the other hand, winter
had set in, heavy falls of snow were hourly expected, and
the garrison of Kars, reduced to very little more than 1000
fighting men, were almost destitute of provisions, clothing,
ammunition, and everything necessary for the prolongation
of the defence. Cavalry there was none; the horses had
nearly all died from want, and the few remaining were
kept for the purpose of supplying the hospitals with meat.

Notwithstanding, there were brave hearts in Kars.

Having heard that Omar Pasha was advancing to their
assistance, they were determined to hold out to the last.,
and submitted cheerfully to all manner of privations, in
the hope of terminating the campaign gloriously.

It was fated, however, to be otherwise. In such a state
of physical prostration were the troops, that they were
unable to stand at the guns. In General Williams's last
despatch, dated 19th November, he says:—*“No animal
food for seven weeks. I kill horses secretly in my stable.
and send the meat to the hospital, which is very crowded.”

* On October 29, General Mouravieff forwarded, with a polite note,
Captain Thompson’s medal for the Burmese war, which had bees
sent out by the mother of that gallant and lamented officer.
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On the 24th an English officer gave 26s. for a rat, and
three days later no fewer than 230 men died of starvation..
The women crowded round the house occupied by
‘Williams with their starving children crying for fgod, and
throwing down their little ones at his gate, would not depart
but with food. Himself, whom it had been their delight
to salute and recognise as he passed, they no longer:
noticed kindly, but hurried by with an ominous half-
averted scowl; the same look was perceived in the soldiers;
and how this must have lacerated a breast which always
overflowed with tenderness towards suffering humanity !
‘Whatever courage may have suggested, humanity had
higher claims, especially on men who had proved that they
dilﬁ not lack courage. A few days more and the troops-
would have been too weak and prostrate, had the enemy
again ‘assailed the intrenchments, to have either defended
them with success or to have retreated insafety. Nothing
was left but to capitulate ‘'on the most honourable and
advantageous terms, which might be granted by an enemy
who so well knew their prowess that it was hoped he
would respect their misfortunes. ) v

A council of war having assembled, onge and all declared
that it was impossible to prolong the resistance, and that
the men were too much exhausted to make a successful
retreat. Major Teesdale was despatched, after the break-
ing up of the assembly, with a flag of truce to the Russian
camp, to request an interview with General Mouravieff”
for the next day, and did not return until after nightfall.
General Williams, having drawn up nine articles relative
to the capitulation of Kars, on the 25th November he
rode over into the Russian camp to treat with General
Mouravieff. He at first seemed determined not to comply
with articles 4, 5, and 6, which stipulated that a number of
Hungarian and other officers, the militia, bashi-bazouks, &c.,
and the non-combatants (medical officers, &c.), should be
allowed to return to their homes. ‘“If you grant not
these,” exclaimed the general (Williams), “every gun
shall be burst, every standard burnt, every trophy de-
stroyed, and you may then work your will on a famished
crowd.” “I have no wish,” answered Mouravieff, *to
wreak an unworthy vengeance on a gallant and long-suf-
fering army which has covered itself with glory and only

ieldsto famine. Look here,” he exclaimed, pointing to a
Yump of bread and a handful of roots, “ what splendid
troops must these be who can stand to their arms in this
severe climate on food*such as this! General Williams,
you have made yourself a name in history, and posterity
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will stand amazed at the endurance, the courage, and the
discipline which this siege has called forth in the remains
of an army. Let us arrange a capitulation that will eatisfy
the demands of war without outraging humanity.”

On the 28th November the Turks laid down their arms.
So weak were they that they were four hours in reaching
the Russian camp. Here they were received in a manner
unprecedented in history. Being marched into the camp,
they were regaled with bread and soup which had been
prepared for them. Some of the famished creatures ate
80 voraciously that even this simple fare was fatal to them,
and they dieg of repletion in a few hours. The English
officers were entertained by General Mouravieff at his
own quarters in the most sumptuous style; and for
the three days they remained in the camp they were
treated with the greatest kindness and consideration by .
the whole of the Russian officers. On the 30th they bade
farewell to their old friends of the Turkish army, and
also to their late enemies the Russians, and commenced
their journey into Russia. In all their travels through
this vast country they were most hospitably received and
treated more as guests than prisoners, the emperor receiv-
ing General Williams and Major Teesdale (who were in-
troduced to him) in a most gracious manner. Arriving
home, these distinguished officers were rewarded by their
countlxr in a most worthy manner, General Williams bein,
created a baronet and appointed commandant of Woolwicﬁ
garrison, and eventually commander-in-chief in Canada;
and Major Teesdale,* beside other honours, was attached
% the household of His Royal Highness the Prince of

ales.

* ¢ La fortune de la guerre” was never more fully contrasted
than in the two sons of Colonel Teesdale, R.A., of whom our hero
was the youngest. His elder brother, Lieutenant H. Teesdale, of
the Royal Engineers, was severely wounded in his first engagement
—the battle of the Alma—and being taken to Scutari, eventually
died there of cholera.



SIR W. F. WILLIAMS, BART.
Of Kars.
(Prom a photograph by Notman, of Montreal.)



Digitized by G008[€



Digitized by G008[€



258 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN,

Having arrived in China, the presents were examined and
the guns uncased and mounted on the carriages. They con-
sisted of six new brass field pieces, two mortars,and onewall
piece, with a complete artillery apparatus.* The report
of the state of the ordnance being made to the amgoas-
sador, he was pleased tq come and see the guns exercised,
when several rounds were fired with * great quickness,
activity, and exactness.” On 28th August Lord Macartney
received a message that the emperor desired him to pro-
ceed to Tartary, where he wished to see him and receive
his credentials. On the 17th September the embassy was
%esen.ted‘ to the emperor, and the presents delivered.

hen Lieutenant Parish caused the field pieces to be
exercised and fired in the presence of the Chinese man-
darins, the latter affected to think nothing of the evolu-
tions performed by our artillerymen, saying * their own
soldiers could do it just as well, and perhaps better.” On
the 20th it was notified by the imperial orders that the
embassy was to quit Jehol the next day for Pekin.
Shortly after they had quitted the city, an artilleryman
named Jeremiah Reid, who had been suffering from an
attack of bloody flux, died; and the next morning his
body was taken to the village of Quangchim, where it was
interred with military honours. v

On Tuesday, 8th October, & mandarin came with a
letter from the emperor, expressly commanding the ambas-
sador and all his retinue to quit Pekin the next day. The
reason assigned for this conduct by the mandarin was,
that his Imperial Majesty was said to be alarmed at the
number of sick persons in the retinue of the embassy,and
to apprehend the communication of a contagious disorder
among his subjects. On the 10th they were embarked on
board seven junks, which conveyed them to Canton ; they
afterwards went to Macao, where, on the 8th March, 1794,
they embarked on board the fleet, and on the 17th sailed
for England, arriving at Spithead on the 3rd September.

For the next half century China was, if not to England,
to the Royal Artillery at least, a sealed book ; unexpected
circumstances then familiarized our soldiers with that
tion of the world, from whom, it is hoped, the Chinese
have learnt a valuable and lasting lesson. Difficulties
having arisen with the Celestial Empire in 1841, two com-
panies of the Royal Artillery, under Captains Greenwoodt

* These pieces of ordnance were taken by our army in the
sacking of the Summer Palace in 1860.
t Died at Cheltenham, September 22, 1861.
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and Knowles, were sent to reinforce the artillery of the
army destined for service in China, which consisted of
drafts from the artillery of the East India Company.
The latter were veterans inured to service in Eastern
climes; but the men of the Royal Artillery were for the most
part young, to whom tales of battle were as stories of the
past, and who had for the first time travelled to a country "
previously regarded as one to be classed with those in the
‘ Arabian Nights.” Notwithstanding these disadvantages,
when called upon they nobly performed their duty.

At Chuanpee, at Canton, and at Ching-Kiang-Foo they
rendered most important services, and at the storming of
the last-named fortress the gallantry of Captain Knowles
was most conspicuous. The gate-house was firmly de-
fended by Tartar soldiers, and for three quarters of an
hour the efforts of the British troops were of no avail.
Knowles armed himself with the musket of a dead soldier
of the 55th regiment, and leading a charge at the head of
the 41st Native Infantry, drove the enemy before them:

Towards the end of 1842 the expedition reached Nankin,
when the Chinese acceded to aﬁ the demands made on
them by Great Britain. One of the articles of the treaty
was the cession of theisland of Hong-Kong to the British ;
and among the troops detained for the occupation of this
newly-acquired territory was Captain Knowles’ company
of the Royal Artillery. The unhealthy state of thisisland
and the consequent mortality among the British troops
are matters well known and not easily to be forgotten.
Knowles having reached the rank of lieut.-colonel, and
h“ti:fl seen his company die one by one till reduced to
a 1 detachment, himself fell a victim to the perni-
cious effects of this climate on the 2nd November, 1843.
Colonel Knowles was a man of superior talent as well as
of unquestionable bravery, and among the services on
which he was employed may be mentioned the mission to
Turkey in 1836, when, assisted by a sergeant of the regi- -
ment, he had charge of the ordnance stores presented to
the sultan, Mahomed II. At his death the command of
the artillery in China was assumed by Colonel Chesney,
on whom. was bestowed the rank of brigadier-general.
Immediately on the arrival of this officer he ordered the
commencement of operations to ameliorate the unhealthy
state of the island, and gave instructions to drain the
land and build hospitals on the north or more healthy side.

Hong-Kong is now comparatively a healthy station,
and undoubtedly to General Chesney is due the credit of
having been the prime mover in making it so; ;hereby

8
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drawing upon himself the gratitude of the country, and the
blessing of every soldier whose lot falls in that island.

On the 1st April, 1847, Major-General D’Aguilar, C.B.,
commanding the troops in the island of Hong-Kong, re-
ceived a communication from Her Majesty’s plenipotentiary
in China, Sir Jobn F. Davis, informing him that, in conse-
%uence of the reported aguressions of the Chinese upon

ritish subjects in the neighbourhood of Canton, and the
unsatisfactory replies of the Imperial High Commissioner
to his demands for redress, it was necessary to prove to
the Chinese that our forces in Hong-Kong were sufficient
to chastise aggression. Without waiting for reinforcements
from England or India, he at once, 1 conjunction with
Captain M‘Dougall, R.N., organized an expedition, which
embarked at Victoria at midnight, and by nine o’clock in
&ble morning of the 2nd the squadron arrived in the Bocea

gris.

Colonel Brereton, C.B., Royal Horse Artillery, who
was second in command of the ee&edition, at once pro-
ceeded to the forts on the islands of Wantong, accompanied
by detachments of the 18th regiment, the Royal Sappers
and Miners, and the Royal Artillery. The latter was under
the command of Lieutenaut Paterson.* The gates of
the fort on the northern island were opened and possession
taken, the garrison making no resistance. Lieutenant
Paterson and the men of the Royal Artillery at once pro-
ceeded to spike the guns. Possession was taken of the
fort on South Wantong in a similar manner, 259 guns of
great calibre having been effectually spiked, the magazines
dest:ioyed, and much powder thrown into the sea during
the day.

By {leven o'clock on the morning of the 3rd the
squadron arrived at a reach of the river on which stand
four strong forts—Pachow, Wookongtap, Napier, and
‘Whampoa Creek. The attack on the first two was
entrusted to Colonel Brereton, and that on the two
others was led by Major Aldridge, R.E. Entrance being
refused .Colonel Brereton’s force at Pachow, the gates
were instantly blown open by the Royal Sappers and
Miners, the work occupied, and sixty-four guns effecta-
ally spiked by Lieutenant Paterson and the men of the
Royalp Artillery, the ammunition being, as before, all
thrown into the sea. Fort Napier was entirely disarmed.
On approaching towards Forts Wookongtap and Wham-
poa Creek, a well-directed fire of round-shot, chain-shos,

* Died at Quebee, February-18, 1862.

{
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and grape was opened by those batteries upon the
steamers and boats; and Major-General D’Agular said
“he considered it due to Colonel Brereton to state, that
but for the intelligent manner in which that officer directed
the crowded boats under his command to be steered upon
the salient angle of Fort Wookongtap, a very heavy loss
must have inevitably ensued, as showers of grape, poured
from guns of large calibre, fell thickly around the boats
almost immediate%y after the colonel had caused this judi-
cious movement to be made.” A gunboat, manned by
the Royal Artillery, threw shot and shell into Fort
‘Whampoa Creek.

Brereton's force was landed, and formed for the attack
on Fort Wookongtap, but the garrison escaped from the
rear, and the guns were at once spiked and the ammuni-
tion destroyed. The expedition next proceeded to the
French Folly fort, which, with four other batteries,
were disarmed; and by six o’clock in the evéning the
troops had landed at the British factories, Canton, after’
having rendered unserviceable 879 pieces of ordnance
and 150 rockéts, besides having destroyed tons of ammu-
nition. On the 8th, the demands of the British havin
been acceded to by the Chinese, the troops re-embarked,
and arrived in Hong-Kong the afternoon of the following
day, not one man having %een killed or wounded during
the operations. “Of Lieut.-Colonel Brereton,” says
D %ullar in his despatch, “ I cannot speak too highly.
His long experience, his distinguished military reputation,
and his professional attainments and resources, have been
apparent in every step throughout the expedition; and I
cannot sufficiently express my acknowledgment for the
scope he has given to all these valuable qualities, and for
his perfect and most cordial support. Lieutenant Pater-
son, commanding the detachment of Royal Artillery,
afforded me every assistance.”

On the night of the 28th December, 1851, a fire broke
out in the Chinese town known as Sheong-Wan (Victoria,
Hong-Kong), by which nearly 500 houses were destroyed.
The Royal Artlllegy, under Colonel Tomkyns, were soon
upon the spot, rendering every assistance in their power.
A train was laid for the purpose of blowing wup the
Nemesis Tavern, to prevent the flames from communi-
cating with the Tapingshan, and as it did not explode
within the time expected, Colonel Tomkyns, Lieutenants
Lugg and Wilson,* Bombardier Whitford, and Gunner

Royal Engineers,



262 ENGLAND'S ARTILLERYMEN.

Mills of the Royal Artillery, re-entered the house to exa-
mine the fuse, and the explosion took place before they
could escape. Lugg was close to the gunpowder, and no
remains of him except his sword were ever discovered.
Colonel Tomkyns, Lieutenant Wilson, and the men were
taken up alive and sensible, but the colonel died before
daylight on the 29th.

%laving forgotten the lessons they had received in 1842
and 1847, as well as the treaties into which they entered,
the Chinese again commenced a series of aggressive acts
against British subjects, the most remarkable of which
was the seizure of the crew of the Arrow in 1856. They
also attempted to destroy the English troops in Hong-
Kong by supplying them with poisoned bread. Fortu-
nately the plot was discovered, but not until many had
felt t{e ill effects of the poison, among whom was Colonel
Dunlop, the commanding officer of the artillery, who was
seriously ill for some days. The Government being de-
termined to put down these aggressions, an expedition
was organized in England, and in April, 1857, Colonel
Crawford, with four companies of the Royal Artillery
under Captains Knox, Barstow, Longden, and Middleton,
embarked at Woolwich for service in China. They
arrived at Hong-Kong just at the time when India was in
danger, and accordingly Colonel Crawford, with the two
last-named companies, was immediately sent to Calcutta.

The campaign in China was deferred for a time, and
when it opened, in December, 1857, the artillery force
consisted of three companies under Major Barstow, Cap-
tains Rotton and Knox, the whole commanded by Colonel
Dunlop. The old working qualities of the Royal Artillery
were not less conspicuous on approaching Canton than in
any other corner of the “ Ubique” nearer home. They
had but to look behind them, where Artillery Island and
Knowles Point had received their names fifteen years be-
fore, to be reminded that the reputation of the corps had
travelled before them, and was to be sustained.

The naval* bombardmentof Canton began on the morning
of the 28th December, and during the day the artillery
were landed and placed in position.

The first piece to open fire was a 42-inch howitzer of

* Captain Rotton and eighteen gunners of the Royal Artillery
served with the fleet during an attack on Canton, in November,
1856. An entrance was effected into the city by blowing open one
of the gates, in which operation Captain Rotton and four gunners
were employed.



THE ROYAL ARTILLERY IN CHINA. 263

Knox's battery which had been run forward in front of
even the most advanced battery by Captain C. W. Elgee,
Lieutenant Rochfort, and a zealous gun-detachment. Two
shells were fired into the Lin fort with good effect ; imme-
diately after which the French, quite tired of long-shots,
ran forward at their pas gymnastique, and in a most daz-
zling way swarmed over each other up the sides of the
fort and into the embrasures; the Chingse, about thirty,
scampering down the other side of the hill and into the
city as the allies advanced. The French had one or two
wounded in this little affair; we were without a casualty,
save a dog, “ Punch,” who had followed the Royal Artil-
lery from Hong-Kong, and was shot before the foremost
gun. As soon as the fort was taken, the guns from the
nearest part of the city wall commenced to play upon it,
but without the slightest damage. They were replied to
by Lieutenant Dillon with a howitzer of Knox’s battery,
which was placed under the walls of the fort, exposed to
the whole fire of the city. This useless cannonade was
stopped, and attention turned towards makjng the Lin
fort habitable for the night, in the course of which, b
some unknown means, a quantity of powder was ignited,
and very nearly blew up Colonel Dunlop and a number
of artillery officers. The night passed over quietly. In
the morning (29th December) Barstow’s battery advanced
to a hill on the right centre ; Rotton’s took the left centre,
where the wall was higher and the parapet might require
breaching (his guns being the heaviest of the field batteries),
and Knox’s occupied Lin Fort.

Rotton’s battery upset the parapet and cleared the wall
for a space at the centre of attack ; this was done at point-
blank range, with considerable accuracy, eliciting the
praise of the French admiral Gerouilly. Two of Barstow’s
guns, under Lieutenants Hamilton and Carr, were posted
within eighty yards of the wall, exposed to the very
thickest of the fire. Strange to say, these guns escaped
without a casualty, although rockets dropped all about
them, and a round-shot upset a house so close to Carr’s gun
that some of the bricks fell among the detachment. The
spare gunners of the Royal Artillery were employed as
sharpshooters during the bombardment, which Ya.sted till
nearly nine o'clock, when the assaulting parties advanced.
Lieutenant Cane and Gunner M‘Luggan accompanied the
attacking force ; and when, on capturing one of the forts, it
was desirable to turn the guns upon their late owners, these
two artillerymen (assisted by a motley crew of infantry-
men, sailors, and Frenchmen) turned the guns round, and
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came into action, but with little effect, from the bad
quality of the Chinese powder. Some jolly tars attempted
to compensate for this deficiency by ramming in as many
Chinese cartridges (each about twenty inches long) as
the gun would hold, until the battery tottered again, and
gave evident signs that the overloaded gun was as great
an enemy to it as any that had been employed against it.
In the meantime orders had been sent to the artillery to
come into the city by the north-east and east gates, which
had been opened.

Barstow’s battery took post in Mud Fort, a clay redoubt
over the north gate, commanding the adjacent country to
the north and west. Colonel Dunlop, with Rotton’s
battery, soon joined Barstow,* and in about an hour the
last of the enemy melted into the village beyond Canton,
and the allies set about consolidating their position.

The head-quarters of the artillery and Rotton’s ba
took up their quarters under Magazine Hill ; Barstow's
battery was posted at the south-east angle, and Knox's
took up a dposit:ion on the north-east wall, excepting a
division under Lieutenant Rochfort which held Lin Fort.
The allies remained in the forts till the 4th January, when
the troops entered the city and captured the Imperial
Commissioner, Yeh, who was the chief cause of the war.
This functionary was shipped off to Calcutta, where he died
- in 1858. The troops occupied the city of Cauton till the
signing of the treaty of Tientsin, which was effected b;
the allied ambassadors under the protection of their navies
" on the 26th June, 1858.

One of the clauses of the treaty of Tientsin was that
France and England should each have an ambassador at
Pekin. These gentlemen having been appointed, they
proceeded, escorted by a number of gunboats, to be in-
stalled in their respective offices in the Chinese capital, to
reach which they must ascend the river Peiho. e river
was barricaded, but it was resolved to force a passage.
There were forts on either side of the river, however,
against which the gunboats were of no avail, and they
were obliged to retire, haviniesuﬁ'ered a heavy loss.

This treachery was not to be unavenged.

As soon as the news reached England, in the autumn of

* A remarkably good shot was here made by one of Barstow's
8-pounders. A mandarin who had been particularly prominent ia
encouraging the men was observed coming boldly forward aad
waving a flag. The gun was aimed for him, and cut him in two
at about 600 or 700 yards,
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1859, an expedition was organized on a grander scale than
any that had before visiteﬁ the Celestial Empire, which
assembled at Hong-Kong in April, 1860. he army,
commanded by Sir Hope Grant, included eight batteries
of artillery, two of which were armed with the Arm-
strong gun, a weapon that had never yet been employed
ﬁainst an enemy. These batteries were commanded by

ajor Barry and Captain Milward ; the other field bat-
teries (6-pounders and 9-pounders) under Captains Des-
borough, Stirling, and Govan, were forwarded from India;
while the heavy batteries under Captains Rotton, Penny-
cuik, and Bedingfield, were those stationed at Hong-Kong.
The whole artillery force was under Brigadier-General
Crofton.*

On the 29th May, Captain Govan's battery was em-
barked on board the ship Maldon for transport to the
north. At pine o’clock at night a detachment of this
battery, under Sergeant W. Lindsay, having loaded a
raft with harness, men’s kits, &c., was leaving the shore,
when the raft sunk three feet in the water. Having:
iushed off, the raft began to sink rapidly, when Sergeant

indsay gallantly jumped over and seized the rope at the
peril of his life, and with the water up to his throat,
thereby saving a total wreck or loss of men.

The detachment, with the raft, &c., were then got on
board the gunboats, where they remained all night.

Sergeant Lindsay served in India with Colonel Mal-
colm’s force, and his bravery in volunteering to blow up
the gates of the fortress of Murgoond, which he succeeded
in doing without the loss of a single man, and to the satis-
faction of all his officers, was recorded in the Bombay
Gazette.

After a long and wearisome encampment at Talienwhan,
the British army embarked on the 26th July, and set sail
for the rendezvous, about twenty miles south of the Peiho.
Being joined by the French, the troops landed at Peh-tang
on the 1st August, but three days passed before the whole
of the artillery were landed.

On the morning of the 3rd a reconnaissance was made
by a portion of the allied troops, who, after they had been
out for some time, were joined by two guns of Desborough’s

* This officer served in Spain during the Christino and Carlist
war in 1837-8, when he was taken prisoner by the Carlists; he
made his escape, however, and rejoined the army after traversing
the country, unknown and unfriended, for 800 miles. He died
;g%dsenly, while in command of the artillery, at Malta, June 26,
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degrees!” shouted Captain Milward, and the range was
got by every gun. For upwards of ten minutes the batte
made magnificent practice. Not a shot failed, not a she
that did not burst in the exact spot to which it was directed.
The Tartars stood right manfully for ten minutes, when
they found the place too hot for them; so, after some
wavering, they took the desperate resolution of attempt-
ing to turn both flanks of the English and so get into their
rear. Stirling’s battery was now brought into action,
when, to the surprise of every one, a body of eighty or
ninety Tartars rushed from their front to take his guns in
flank. So unexpected was this attack that Captain Stirling
had barely time to fire two rounds of case, when they were
within 100 yards of the guns. They were gallantly met,
however, and quickly dispersed by twenty-five of Fane’s
Horse, who were attached to Stirling’s battery. Barry’s
(Armstrongs), Desborough’s, and Govan’s batteriegs now
commenced a tremendous fire against the advanced in-
trenchment. The enemy were soon driven from this
on to their second line, from whence they were quickly
dislodged, and retreating along the causeway to Tang-kow,
they crossed the river, leaving the allies to take posses-
sion of Sinho.

The next few days were spent in getting up the heavy
guns, &c., for the siege of the Takoo forts. On the
morning of the 18th a Chinese battery opened across the
river Peiho upon our working parties, whereupon two
of Barry’s Armstrongs, under Lieutenant Hosier, were
brought to bear upon it. The guns were hardly un-
limbered when the Chinamen opened fire from five guns
in good line, but twenty feet too high. The first shot
from the Armstrongs fell to the right and missed them ;
the second burst in their battery ; the third dismounted
a large gun, sending the carriage into the air in splinters ;
the fourth plumped in among the fugitive gunners, who
never fired another shot.

Early on the morning of the 20th a party of officers
rode to the upper northern fort with a summons to sur-
render. The Chinese refused, and began to throw some
32-pound shot near our troops. Milward’s Armstrongs
were at once brought up, and in an hour silenced the
enemy’s guns at a distance of 2000 yards. Our artillery
- was placed in two lines for the siege of the large fort.
The centre battery, 600 yards from the fort, contained
three 8-inch mortars, under Major Pennycuik. In the
left front battery were two 8-inch howitzers and two 32-
pounders under Captain Bedingfield. In rear of these, and
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at about twice the distance from the fort, were two of
Govan’s 24.pounder howitzers, Milward’s and Barry’s
Armstrongs, and an 8-inch gun under Major Rotton.
Desborough's battery and the remainder of Govan’s directed
their fire as required. About five o.M. on the 20th the
fire commenced from Milward's battery, and soon after
six all the batteries were in full play. At half-past six a
tremendous explosion took place in the fort, foﬁowed ten
minutes afterwards by another. The credit of having
caused these explosions was hotly contended for among
our batteries. It is more than likely, however, that the
were caused by shells from Rotton’s gun or moveable
mortar. The whole of the English artillery were now
" pushed up to 500 yards from the gateway, and kept up an
incessant fire, under cover of which our skirmishers
advanced. Here Lieutenant Gye and several men were
wounded. At eight o.M the Chinese guns were nearly
silenced and the principal fort was assaulted, and in a
short time Captain Bedingfield, with one of his officers
and a dozen men (volunteers), was preparing to enter it
for the furpose of turning the guns round on the other
forts. This, however, was unnecessary: they were all
taken without any further bloodshed. Tientsin was now
occupied by the allies; and on the 9th S8eptember Lord
Elgin started for Pekin, escorted, however (and, as it
afterwards proved, most fortunately), by the greater part
of the army. On the 13th Messra. Parkes and Wade,
the interpreters, advanced to Tungchow for the purpose of
_making some preliminary arrangements with the Chinese
authorities respecting the advance of our armg. It having
been finally settled that the main body of the army was
to encamp at Changkewan (a village about fifteen miles
from Pekin) while iord Elgin, escorted by 1000 men,
proceeded to the capital, the troops advanced, and arriv-
ing at Matow on the 17th, halted for the night, while Mr.
Parkes, accompanied by a party of officers and civilians,
among whom were Mr. Loc%, Lord Elgin’s private secre-
tary, and Mr. Boulby, the special correspondent of the
Times newspaper, went on to Tungchow to make the final
mangements respecting the camping ground.

Judge of the surprise of our army when, in the morning
of the 18th, they advanced to take up their quarters at
Changkewan, they found them occupied by a strong
Chinese army in position, with a number of guns in earth-
works thrown up during the night. At the same time
the party returned from Tungchow, and were equally sur-
prised. Mr. Parkes at once returned to demand from the
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authorities at Tungchow what the meaning of this might
be; while Mr. Loch rode through into our ranks and
reported the state of affairs, Mr. Boulby and the officers
and escort remaining among the Chinese. Mr. Loch
announced his intention of returning to meet Mr. Parkes;
and it was suggested that it might be useful if an officer
of the quartermaster-general’s department were to go
with him, as he might iave an opportunity of observing
the enemy’s position. This was said in the hearing of
Captain Brabazon of the artillery, who at once volunteered
for the duty. Ever ready for service of this sort, and full
of zeal in his profession, poor fellow, he started,—alas!
never to return. What became of him was never satis-
factorily ascertained. It is generally believed, however,
that he was beheaded by order of the mandarin who com-
manded the Chinese during the engagement of the 21st,
and who was severely wounded by a splinter from an
Armstrong shell, and that his body was thrown into the
river.

Mr. Loch and Captain Brabazon had been gone some
time when Colonel Walker and four men of the King’s
Dragoon Guards, who had gone as escort to Mr. Parkes,
&c., were observed to be fighting their way through the
enemy. Fortunately they all got in, though some were
wounded. It was evident that there was no time to be
lost. The enemy was at once attacked, and in a short
time completely routed, with a loss of above 500 men and
seventy-five guns. The artillery engaged in this action
were Barry’s (Armstrongs), Desborough’s (9-pounders),
and Stirling’s (6-pounders) batteries. Great anxiety pre-
vailed all this time about the missing party, as nothing
could be heard of their fate; but on the 21st the troops
marched for the Tartar camp beyond Tungchow. This
force was eatimated at 25,000, cavalry and infantry, the
former greatly preponderating. The allies attacked them,
and drove them off' the ground with a loss of 500 or 600
men, of their camps, and of thirty brass guns; and then
continued their march till they were within four miles of
Pekin, from which they fell back to their camp, about six
miles from the city. The only artillery engaged in this
affair were. three Armstrongs under Captain Rowley.
The army at once advanced towards Pekin, and made
preparations to assault that city.

n the evening of the 12th October the guns were in
position, and everything in readiness for an attack the next
day. About ten minutes before the appointed time, how-
ever, the Chinese troops were withdrawn from the walls,
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and the gate surrendered in due form, a body of infantry
and Desborough’s battery passing through it, the latter
immediately afterwards taking up position on the top of
the wall, and by so doing commanding all the approaches.

Mr. Parkes and Mr. Loch were lﬁ)etated on the 8th
Qctober; but no tidings could be obtained of the other
- Englishmen in the hands of the Chinese. A few days
afterwards information was received that they had all
died from the effects of the cruel treatment they had re-
ceived; and on the 14th the bodies of Lieutenants De
Norman and Anderson were brought in, followed on the
16th by those of Private Phipps (King's Dragoon Guards)
and Mr. Boulby.

Brabazon alone continued missing.

The British demanded 100,000!. to be paid in forty-eight
hours, as an indemnity for the friends of the-murdered
men; and furthermore resolved on the destruction of the

. emperor’s palace of Yuen-mhing-Yuen, and the destruttion
of all the moveables therein, thereby inflicting on his
Celestial Majesty a loss of about 2,000,000/. The partiality
of the late Mr. Boulby for the artillery, and the manner
in which he recorded even the most minute details con-
nected with the corps, cannot have escaped the observation
of those who read his letters from China. This is, doubt-
less, owing to a feeling of esprit de corps, which it is easy
to believe he conceived it his duty to exhibit; for when
he was born (at Gibraltar, in 1817) his father, * Thomas
Boulby,” was a captain in the Royal Artillery. Having
retired upon half-pay, Captain Boulby took up his residence
in Sunderland, wEere he entered upon the business of a
timber-merchant, and where his son, the above Mr. T.
‘W. Boulby, was articled to a solicitor. He died in 18483,
and a few years afterwards Mr. Boulby, conceiving a dis-
taste for the law, became connected with that journal in
whose service he lost his life.

The war was now at an end. On the 24th October
Lord Elgin entered Pekin in state, the ratifications of the
treaty of Tientsin were exchanged, and a convention
signed. An army of occupation, including Govan's and
Desborough’s batteries, remained at Tientsin; a consi-
derable body of troops was sent to Hong-Kong; and the
remainder, including the two Armstrong batteries, returned
to England. .
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CHAPTER XVIIIL

¢ Amid the wave, where the gentlest breezes creep : '
O’er the bright azure of the southern deep,
A thousand islets lie that brightly gem
The hoary ocean’s glittering diadem.
But none appear so lovely to the sight,
Floating amid the waves’ refulgent light,
As thine, New Zealand !”

NEW ZEALAND.

WAR IN 1845—ocaMPAIGNS OF 1860-1-2, ETO.—SERGEANT MAR-
JOURAM — LIEUTENANT MAONAUGHTEN— MERCER'S ARMSTRONG
BATTERY—DEATH OF CAPTAIN MERCER.

IN 1845 the natives of New Zealand having shown a
spirit of resistance to the Queen’s authority, and pulled
down the flag in several places, the governor, to enforce
submission, applied for troops from the neighbouring
colonies of Australia.

The only artilleryman, or rather the only member of
the Royal Artillery, in this part of the world was Lieu-
tenant Eardley Wilmot,* who was on the governor’s staff
in Van Diemen’s Land.

This young officer immediately volunteered for active
service in New Zealand, and, with a hastily-formed artil-
lery from the Auckland Militia, was most invaluable
throughout the operations.

At Rawitta’s pah, at the destruction of Arratuah’s pah,
and in the various affairs which took place before Ruape-
kapeka, in December 1845 and January 1846, Wilmot
ang his quasi-artillerymen were most effective, and
received great praise from the governor.

Twenty-three men of the Royal Artillery, under Cap-
tain Henderson and Lieutenant Yelverton, were sent to
New Zealand in May, 1846; but the disturbances had
ceased before they arrived at Auckland.

There has ever since been a detachment of the corps
in the colony.

In 1860 fresh disturbances arose through a native selling

< * Afterwards Major Wilmot, killed in Kaffraria, See chap. xiji.

*



Digitized by G008[€



NEW ZEALAND. 273

Rogal Artillery, under Captain Strover, arrived from
Sydney, and at once joined the army.

Tall flagstaffs and yards for signals were now erected at
the Bell Block, Omata Stockade, and Marshland Hill,
and a code of signals was arranged under the direction of
Sergeant Marjouram, Royal Artillery, by means of wicker
balls by day and lanterns by night, forming words.

This worthy man and excellent non-commissioned
officer did good service during the early tpart of this war,
commanding the artillery in the absence of Captain Strover
and Lieutenant Macnaughten; while his services in a
higher cause, that of advancing the truths of the Gospel
(both by example and precept), were recognised and
acknowledged by Archdeacon Govett and all the officers
under whom he served.

He was invalided home early in 1861, and died at
‘Woolwich in June of the same year. His ¢ Memorials,”
published by Nisbet and Co., has been widely circulated
and productive of much good.

Agoqt the middle of June Major Nelson, 40th regiment,
commanding at the Waitara, determined to attack a pah
the enemy had erected at Puketakauere, about a mile
distant from our camp.

There were eighteen artillerymen under Lieutenant
Macnaughten engaged, of whom two died of their
wounds, They did their work well, especially when our
infantry were repulsed, checking the advance of the
enemy, who made several attempts to follow them. )

The attack was a failure, but the retreat was conducted
in an orderly manner, the troops returning to camp with
a loss of sixty-five men, thirty-two of whom were killed.

Major Nelson remained before the pah, however, and
continued to harass the enemy by shelling them, espe-
cially by night.

General Pratt now arrived from Melbourne and assumed
the command. Lieutenant Forster, R.A. attended as his
aide-de-camp.

Another expedition was at once prepared to assist
Major Nelson at the Puketakauere pahs, when they were
suddenly found to be evacuated.

About the end of July a settler named Hurford, with
three artillerymen from the Omata stockade, had gone
into the bush to visit his farm. The natives came upon
them in force, and the party separated, and two of the
artillerymen made their way back to the camp, one
reaching it at sunset, and the other arriving at midnight.
Neither could give any account of the fate of those they

: T
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left behind, and the following day a party was sent in
search. They discovered the artilleryman, a fine strapping
young man of Captain Strover’s detachment, quite dead
and hideously tomahawked. The farmer’s body was not
recovered, but there was no doubt about his death.

On the 10th September a large expedition was organized
at New Plymouth, under Major-General Pratt, to advance
as far as possible into the country.

The force was told off in three divisions:—No. 1, com-
manded by Major Nelson, having a detachment of the
Royal Artillery, with two 24-pounder howitzers, under Ser-
geant Marjouram; No. 2, under Major Hutchins, 12th regi-
ment, with Captain Strover’s detachment, two 24-pounder
howitzers, ans two 3-pounder guns; and No. 3, com-
manded by Colonel Leslie, 40th regiment, to which the
remainder of the Royal Artillery under Lieutenant Mac-
naughten was attached.

Several pahs evacuated by the enemy were destroyed,
and an engagement took place in which a brisk fire was
kept up on both sides, the gh‘ories replying to the round-
shot, grape, canister, and musketry with volleys from the
bush and the rifle pits, and wounding a few of our men,
including a bombardier of the Royal Artillery, who was
severely injured in the foot. :

The order was then given to retire to the Waitara camp.

The artillery, under Captain Strover and Lieutenant
Macnaughten, took part in all the subsequent engage-
ments,—Mahoetahi, Matorikorika, &c.,—and worked with
the greatest zeal in their important arm of the service, ina
long and arduous struggle against a brave and determined
foe, when Captain Mercer arrived from England with a
battery of Armstrong guns, which in four days compelled
the Maories to surrender or disperse, thus suddenly
closing the campaign.

On the 4th March, 1861, Captain Mercer, R.A. arrived
at Auckland in the Norwood, after a prosperous voyage,
with the Armstrong battcrﬁ and 10-inch and 8-inch
mortars. That day week he had cleared the ship of the
battery, mortars, shell, and other stores, in all amounting
to 700 tons: notwithstanding the extra labour of dis-
charging by lighters, as the Norwood lay out at some
distance in the harbour, being unable to go alongside the
- pier to discharge, officers and men worked with a will, all

Eeing desirous of taking part in the Maori war in the
Taranaki.

On the 12th March half of the Armstrong battery, with

the mortars, embarked on board the colonial war-steamer
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ing the same, they were told if the white flag was hauled
down, the rifle-trenches of Te Arei, as well as those of the
neighbouring hills, would be alive with natives, as far as
their fire was concerned, but they themselves would be all
but invigible. Captain Mercer then attentively consider-
ing these lines of pits or rifle-trenches along the crest of
the hills all around, coupled with the peculiar mode of
Maori warfare, and also being informed that their trenches
were generally constructed in the following ingenious
manner :—First a narrow deep trench is made, then on
the side fronting their assailant it is dug out in the form
of a shoe, the earth so excavated being thrown outside on
the top to the rear, rough woodwork, beams, &e.
arran‘ged 80 as to support the earth above the excavation,
thus forming a secure place where they immediately re-
tired after delivering their fire,—it appeared to Captain
Mercer that he had before him in these rifle-trenches a
target of about eight feet in height, counting from the top
of the trench to the bottom of the excavation,and running
laterally some distance ; and he calculated that, by aiming
at the centre of this target, some three or four feet below
the earth thrown on the top rear of the trench, the shell
penetrating just below the crest of it, and meeting with
the resistance of the rough wooden support of the earth
in the trench, or any other body momentarily to arrest
the flight of the shell, it would burst inside and deal de-
struction around,

To increase the chance of unearthing some of these
wily natives, planks were procured for gun-wheels and
trails to rest upon, so as to adjust the gun to the
nicety of level. After a trial shell on each of their posi-
tions, and the range having been accurately obtained, the
Armstrong guns were loaded and laid on certain points of
the lines of the enemy’s rifle-trenches, and the gunner,
with lanyard in hand, waited for the word to fire from the
officer who was watching the trench with glasses, until
some heads appearing above, or a puff of smoke from the
discharged pieces revealed their presence in that direction,
when the gun was instantly fired, and the shell was ob-
served from the battery to enter just below the crest of
the trench, carrying destruction to any Maories in that
portion of the pits.

The natives were also in the habit of firing volleys when
the working ¥arties or any number of men were going to
or returning from the head of the sap. On these occa-
sions the guns were laid on the lines of the pits, and the
shells with both time and concussion fuses, and be-

~
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fore the parties marched, the gunners were ready waitin,
for the word, which was given directly the natives opene
fire, and the Armstrong shells at the same instant burst
amongst them. Lieutenant Pickard and Acting Sergeant~
Major R. Hayes made some excellent shell practice with
the Armstrong guns. Colour-Sergeant J. Moran, Royal
Engineers, whilst at the head of the sap, and Bombardier
T. Singer, Royal Artillery, whilst working the Cohorn
mortars (with the late Lieutenant E. C. Macnaughten,
R.A.) have both given satisfactory evidence of their
having personally observed the action of the .Armstrong
shell, its entering just below the crest of the rifle-trench
in front of Te Are1 and bursting inside.

On Saturday, 16th March, an attack was made on our
extreme right. A 9-pounder gun, accompanied by a de-
tachment of the 40th regiment, commenced firing some
rounds of common case into the bush to drive out the
natives; and subsequently, on their retiring to the
trenches on the edge of the wood, some shrapnel shell
were sent amongst them. Soon after the firing ceased,
and the men returned to camp.

It had been the practice to place every night behind the
sap-roller, and suni in the earth in its box, an eight-inch
naval shell, with a friction-tube fixed through tie fuse,
and a cord attached to it and the sap-roller, so as to ex-
g‘lode should the natives attempt to capture the roller.

his was suggesied by the Royal Engineers, and carried
out at their request by the Naval Brigade, in consequence
of one sap-roller having been carried off by the.natives ;
conceiving that, in the event of their trying to dosoa
second time, the main rifle-trench in front of Te Arei,
not far from the head of the sap, would be lined with
natives watching the operation, as well as at hand to help
to secure the roller and drag it up the hill te the pah.
The Armstrong guns were loaded and laid on this trench
the last thing before dark ; each night also the mortars
were laid on different parts of Te Arei. On Saturday
night the trap of the shell succeeded ; the Maories en-
deavouring to capture the sap-roller, the shell exploded,
and immediately afterwards the enemy got the benefit of
gotli.) the Armstrong and mortar shells from No.7 re-

oubt.

Sunday, 17th March, was a sad day for the artillery, for
they lost poor Macnaughten. He was killed whilst 1n the
act of lajing a Cohorn mortar in the extremity of the
advance demi-parallel, the ball passing through the wrist
and entering the chest. He died almost immediately,
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firing his last shot on the anniversary of his firing his first
one in this war. . He had ably conducted the fire of the
Cohorn mortars since the advance of the sap from No. 8
redoubt, and had been in every engagement throughout
the whole war.

Lieutenant Macnaughten’s death was thus recorded in
the Turanaki Herald, Sunday, March 17th, 1861 (St.
Patrick’s Day) :— ’

““The first anniversary of a war that has for twelve
months cursed New Zealand, and desolated the province
of Taranaki, has been marked by the irreparable loss of
as brave an officer as ever fought and fell on flood or field,
—as devoted a soldier as ever gained lustre for the British
flag at the price of his blood. Lieutenant Macnaughten
of the Royal Artillery is, alas! numbered with the dead.
This intrepid soldier was stooping over a mortar, in the
act of adjusting its elevation, when a musket-ball struck
him in the hand which held the plumb-line, and then
pierced his breast. An officer who was near him exclaimed,
¢ Macnaughten, you are hit!’ but the lieutenant smiled,
and, with his usual calmness, replied, ‘ Oh, never mind,
’tis but in the hand!” They were his last words. He
stood up, turned pale, staggered backwards, fell, and died.
The sorrow of the troops of all corps for the loss of this
officer is inexpressible. Every soldier knew and appre-
ciated his worth ; all admired his unsurpassable valour,
his uniform coolness, and his skill in gunnery ; while his
undeviating affability and kindness endeared him even to
the most-thoughtless. His presence at the guns was the
inspiration of confidence in the troops, for no one doubted
the acouracy of an aim taken by Lieutenant Macnaughten.
He walked up to the sap to-day full of ardour, full of con-
fidence, full of every quality that constitutes a perfect
soldier. Alas that the green shamrock which he so
proudly wore on his manly breast should be so soon dyed
red with his life’s blood ! Many a stout heart sighed, and
many a stern eye dropped a tear, as they beheld the noble
soldier borne past them a lifeless corpse. When the am-
bulance whiclf bore him from the field arrived at No. 6
redoubt, the officers and men of the 65th regiment min-
gled round the vehicle to get alast glimpse of the honoured
and beloved dead. The brow even of the most thought-
less wore a sad gloom, and rough hands endeavoured in
vain to conceal the big tears that rolled from the eyes that
could not restrain them. The memory of Lieutenant
Macnaughten will be ever pre-eminently dear to our



NEW ZEAI:AND. : 279

Sergeant J. Christie, R.A., an excellent non-commis-
sioned officer, was wounded in the shoulder in the advance
demi.parallel early on Monday morning, whilst Captain
Mercer was arranging with him about carrying on the
practice with the Cohorn mortars.

On Monday afternoon an attack was made on our ex-
treme right in the wood. During this attack the Arm-
strong guns were used against the main rifle-pits just in
front of the pah, to keep down the fire of the natives on
the head of the sap. A 9-pounder gun and a 24-pounder
howitzer were taken down towards the wood, the former
under Captain Strover, and the latter under Lieutenant
Pickard. The practice with common and shrapnel shell
was with good effect, after the natives had been driven
from the bush to their rifle-pits by a few rounds of com-
mon case. Gunner T. Selford was wounded in the leg.

At four o’clock on the morning of the 19th March,
Captain Mercer, with an escort of the guard, went outside
the redoubt and fired the last two mortars at Te Arei, and
within two hours afterwards white flags were flying from
all the Maori positions. )

It is beyond our province to enter into the events of
1863, but the Royal Artillery have so signally distinguished
themselves in New Zealand during the present struggle,
that passing notice must be given of their services.

The Maories having, in May, 1863, waylaid an escort
of the 57th regiment and killed the greater number of -
them, the Government determined to uphold its authority,
and, if needs be, exterminate the rebellious people. A
number of additional troops were therefore despatched to
Auckland, including another Armstrong battery under
Lieut.-Colonel Barstow.

A series of engagements with various results have taken
place, in all of which the Royal Artillery have rendered
important services. Not only have tbey exhibited their
usual courage and ability in the working of their guns,
but have acted as cavalry and also as infantry. Captain
Mercer’s battery rendered great service at the taking of
the Katikara pah on the 4th June. The Maories were
driven from their hiding-places by the guns, when they
fled inland, pursued by the infantry and by Lieutenant
Rait and his detachment of artillery armed with sword
and revolver.

At the capture of Rangiriri (20th November) the as-
sault was most gallantly led by Captain Mercer, R.A.,
who was followed by about thirty of his own men armed
with revolvers. A great number of this detachment were
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own, the first being Captain Mercer, who received
in his jaw. By his si(re fell his servant, Gunner
ell, upon whose corpse the captain rested his
| head till he was removed on the following

enant Pickard, who bravely followed his captain
ssault, scaled the parapet, and, lying flat on the
d his revolver at whoever showeg. %‘inding him-
e, however, and hearinﬁ that Captain Mercer was
1, Lieutenant Pickard descended, and, the assault
1practicable, collected the few remaining men and
em off in safety. Assist.-Surgeon Temple, R.A.,
that Captain Mercer was wounded, determined to
s assistance, although warned that to go over was
rertain death. He succeeded in reaching the spot
y, however, and stayed there attending to the
1 all the evening, until, a trench being dug, the
d wounded were removed.
in Mercer died on the 25th November, and was
vith military honours at Auckland on the 27th,
* engagements have since taken place in which
18 has sustained its high reputation, and special
. has been made of Lieutenant Rait and his
1 detachment (acting as cavalry); of Lieutenant
, who commanded a detachment at the capture of
, and who, although severely wounded, remained
3 gun until the detachment retired; of Sergeant
a ‘“‘stalwart Scot from Sutherlandshire,” who
d great service at Orakau by pitching hand-
8 into the midst of the enemy ‘“as coolly as if he
n playing a game of quoits;” of Lieutenant A.
who, with a battery of six mortars, drove the
from their rifle-pits ; and of Assist.-Surgeon Man-
5, under a heavy fire from the enemy, went to the
ce of the wounded at the disastrous assault of the

-Colonel Barstow and Captain Betty have both
sntioned as having directed the fire of their batte-
h good effect.
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valuable additions to physical science. The council passed
a resolution expressive of the sense they entertained of
the “high merits of these communications, which afford
strong proofs of the industry, ingenuity, and accuracy of
Captain Sabine, and of his devotion to the cause, and
ardour in the pursuit of science, under circumstances when,
to ensure success, severe privations had to be endured and
great difficulties overcome.”

During this expedition an addition was made to the
knowledge of natural history by the discovery of a species
of gull, which, out of compliment to this scientific officer
g‘ {,lhe Artillery, was named * Larus Sabinus,” or Sabine

ull.

In the following year (1819) another expedition was
sent to the Arctic Regions, commanded by Captain W,
E. Parry—Captain Sabine resuming his post as astro-
nomer, &c.

This expedition was far more fruitful than its prede-
cessor, and penetrated beyond the meridian of 110° W.
lox:igitude,* making valuable discoveries both in astronomy
and geography, as well as in natural history.

The scientific experiments made by Captain Sabine were
both numerous and satisfactory. Tge clocks used in the

gendulum experiments were th(:dproperty of the Royal
" Society, and the same which had accompanied Captain

Cook 1n his voyage round the world.

The ships composing this expedition were completely
frozen in during the winter of 1819-20, and part of the
time the light of day never appeared.. Under such cir-
cumstances very little work cou?g be done, 8o the time was
principally occupied in providing recreation and amuse-

" ment for the crews. Upon Captain Sabine fell the task of
editing a newspaper, entitled the Winter Chronicle and
North Georgian Gazette, the articles being generally
cﬁmpﬁmed of original subjects furnished by the officers of
the ships.

In tll;e summer of 1820, Captain Parry, accompanied by
Captain Sabine, the surgeon, two midshipmen, and seven
seamen and marines, made an excursion across the large
island which Parry had discovered and named * Melville
Island.” During this journey, which occupied fifteen days
and extended over 180 miles, Captain Sabine suffered
terribly with bowel complaint, and had to be conveyed

* The crews of the vessels received a reward of 500L. for being
the first to reach that meridian,
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a Royal Observatory, with the advantages and repose of
the happiest climate and situation.”

In 1823, Captain Sabine, encouraged with the success
which had attended his efforts, suggested to the Royal
Society, through Sir Humphry Davy, the importance of
extending similar experiments into higher latitudes towards
the Pole. Accordingly, the Government placed at his dis-
posal H.M.S. Griper, 123 tons, Commander Clavering,
which was to convey him to Spitzbergen, and thence to
the east coast of Greenland.

They sailed from the Thames on the 11th May, and in
about three weeks reached Whale Island, near the North
Cape, Norway. After staying here from the 4th to the
23rd June, they proceeded on their voyage, arriving at
Spitzbergen in a few days. Captain Sabine made his ob-
servations on one of the small islands round Hakluyt’s
Headland; Clavering, meanwhile, sailing due north, reached
lat. 80° 20/, where he was stopped by an impenetrable
barrier of ice, and compelled to return. By the 24th July
all were on board again, and the vessel’s course was directed
for the east coast of Greenland; and after some valuable
observations were made by Sabine, they returned to Eng-
land, arriving at Deptford on the 19th December.

Suddenly changing the scene from the fri;{]id to the torrid
gone, we find an officer of the Royal Artillery embarked
on one of the * most remarkable enterprises ever attempted
by a single individual.” ’

Captain Chesney,* a man of superior intelligence and

* The present Major-General Francis Rawdon Chesney. This
most intelligent and energetic of modern explorators was born at
Ballyrea, in Ireland, in 1789. He entered the Royal Military
Academy in 1803, and received his commission in November of the
following year. He served in the Channel Islands, at Gibraltar, &e.
In 1814, while on a visit to bis family, Lieutenant Chesney, during
a terrible storm, fearlessly ventured through a raging sea, and suo-
ceeded in- rescuing from the waves one of the perishing fishermen
whose boats bad been wrecked during the gale; and on the follow-
ing morning he bad the satisfaction of leading the way through the
breakers to a ledge of rocks, whence a line was propelled into a
stranded ship, which, by means of a grumment along her cable,
landed in safety the whole of her crew, although the storm was
beating violently at the time on a lee shore. Chesney received an
honourable mention from the Humane Society. At one time he
conceived the project of crossing the desert of Sahara for the pur-
pose of solving the problem of the Niger. The fate of Major Laing,
however, led to the abandonment of the undertaking. An acoount
of the service rendered to his country by Chesney in the island of
Hong-Kong will be found in chapter xvii. ,
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extraordinary energy, whose mind was at all times bent on
useful explorations, sailed in 1829 for Constantinople with
a view to assist the Turks in the organization of their
artillery, they being at the time deeply engaged in a war
with Bussia. Before he reached the %urkish position a
peace had been signed. After examining the fortresses
and positions occupied by the contending armies, Captain
Chesney obtained an extension of his leave of absence for
the purpose of visiting Asia Minor, Greece, and Egypt,
with a view to the solution of the problem of a reguf;r
steam-communication with India. ‘

Accordingly he commenced by sailing down the Red
Sea from the Isthmus of Suez to Kosseir. Thence he
crossed the desert of the Nile, which he afterwards de-
scended to its mouths. These explorations were succeeded
bg a journey through Palestine, Syria, &c., to Elkain, on
the Euphrates, descending the great river from thence to
its estuary, a distance of 701 miles.

Tllness, real or assumed, enabled him to lull the sus-
picions of the Arabs, and a raft having been prepared, on
the 1st January, 1831, he turned his back on the Medi-
terranean to descend along the current to the Indian
QOcean ; accompanied only by a Turk as his interpreter
(with his slave, a mere boy), and three Arabs to manage
the raft and the inflated skins by which it was supported.
He thus privately took soundings, and sketched the width
and nature of the banks of upwards of 700 miles of the river.
After an examination of the rivers of Susiana, he proceeded
through Persia and Asia Minor, and carefully examined
the upper part of the river Euphrates, as well as the
country lying between its banks and the shores of the
Mediterranean.

He at once forwarded to England, through the ambassa-

dor at Constantinople, papers describing the territory, and
explaining the relative advantages of the routes to India
by the Red Sea and by the Euphrates; and returning
home, he found every one deeply interested in his under-
taking, especially the king (William IV.), who sent for
him and expressed a desire that the route by the Euphrates
should be practically put to the test.
"~ A grant of 20,000l. was obtained for the experiment,
and preparations made on a scale of completeness worthy
the objects of the expedition. The rank of colonel was
conferred on Cbesn:g, and a number of energetic and
scientific officers, both naval and military, were selected
to accompany him. :

The officers and men of the Royal Artillery who took
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orders to return home in July, to pursue the enterprise
at his own expense, until fresh instructions should reach
him. Having made his further arrangements, the survey
was continued without any additional casualty, and on
their arrival at Bassa on the 19th June, a salute was fired
in commemoration of the successful passage of the expe-
dition through the heart of Arabia from the Mediterranean
to the Indian Ocean.

After surveying a great part of the rivers Karun and
Bahamisher, the steamer ascended the Tigris 531 miles,
with an Indian mail brought by the company’s schooner
Shannon from Bombay, and having despatched it from
Bagdad, she returned to Kirna, when a large Indian
mail and two passengers were received from the Hugh
Lindsay.

The ascent of the great river was then commenced, and-
after advancing some 200 miles, an accident disabled one
of the engines, and the steamer returned to Bassa. This
damage being repaired by the engineer of the Hugk
Lindsay, Chesney Eroceeded to Bombay, to urge in person
a continuance of the expedition, leaving Major Escourt
to complete the survey of the Karun and Tigris.

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce presented a splendid
sword to Colonel Chesney, and originated a subscription
in the different presidencies for the benefit of the relatives
of the men who had perished during the expedition.

he Bombay Government had decided on continuing
the expedition ; but a repetition of previous orders having
been received from home, Major Escourt had already
laid up the vessel at Bagdad; and the seamen having re-
turned to their ships, he proceeded with the officers and
remainder of the men through Arabia to England. Colonel
Chesney followed, and being entrusted with important
despatches from the Indian Government, crossed the
Arabian desert, by the aid of a compass, in seventeen days
to Damascus; and having hired a small schooner at Bey-
rout, took passage in one of the French steamers from
Alexandria. On arriving at Marseilles, he found that his
recommendations to continue the expedition had been
seconded by the king, just then deceased; and that Lieu-"
tenant Lynch was already on his way to carry out the
navigation of the rivers of Mesopotamia, with officers be-
longing to, and at the entire expense of, the East India
Company. Double pay, with a gratuity, was awarded to
all the men who returned with Major Escourt, and the
officers were promoted. C
The question of the practicability of the navigation has
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and he was succeeded by Captain Younghusband, who
was brought from the observatory at Toronto. About the
same time three of the non-commissioned officers were
removed—Corporal Hendley by death, Bombardier O’Sul-
livan was discharged through ill health, and Bombardier
Organ vo]unteeref for foreign service,

When duties are peculiar, the loss of men trained to
them, and who have shown themselves trustworthy, neces-
sarily retards progress; and in Corporal Hendley par-
ticularly, the establishment was deprived of the services
of a non-commissioned officer of unusual intelligence, who
liked the employment, had become canversant with all
its details, and whose accuracy could be thoroughly con-
fided in. ‘

Upwards of twenty years have now passed since these

‘obgervations were begun. The licutenants are now all
colonels, holding important situations, and the non-com-
missioned officers are all either dead or discharged. Mr.
M‘Grath, however, retains his situation as head clerk in
the office at Woolwich, under the originator and head of
the establishment, General Sabine.

The first trigonometrical survey of the United Kingdom,
which was commenced by General Roy in 1787, having
been interrupted by the death of that officer in 1790, the
task of completing it was entrusted to Captain Mudge, of
the Royal Artillery, an officer of great scientific attain-
ments, to whom we are greatly indebted for the large and
beautiful maps of the several counties. William Mudge
was born at %lymouth in 1762. After some trifling pre-
paratory education he was sent to Woolwich as a cadet,
where he soon distinguished himself by his talents.
Indeed, these might have been deemed hereditary, for his
father, Dr. Mudge, and his grandfather, the Reverend
Zachariah Mudge, were both men of distinguished abilities.

He obtained his commission in 1779, and, afler serving
abroad for some time, attained the command of a company,
and returned to England ; and becoming a member of the
Royal Society, published several curious and interesting
gapers in the Philosophical Transactions. It was now

e was engaged in the trigonometrical survey, and in con-
sideration of his services while thus employed he received
the brevet rank of major in 1801. He was em%l‘tr)yed for
many years in the education of cadets, both at Woolwich
and Addiscombe, and in 1809 (then colonel) he was
apgointed lieutenant-governor of the Woolwich AcademB.

olonel Mudge was presented with the degree of LL.D.
by the University of Edinburgh, and became a commis-
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sioner of the Board of Longitude. His abilities were duly
appreciated by foreigners, as he was elected a fellow of
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Copenhagen, and cor-
respondent of the Royal Institution of Paris.

he King of Denmark presented him with a magnificent
chronometer, and intended to have honoured him with a
more distinguished proof of his royal favopr about the
time of his decease. He died in Holles-street, London,
on the 17th April, 1820.

The third son of General Mudge (Zachariah) also served
in the Royal Artillery; he received his commission in
1818, and died at Kingston, Upper Canada, on the 10th
June, 1831. X

Not the least distinguished in practical science was the
late William Sturgeon, who served his time as a gunner
in the Royal Artillery, and afterwards held various situa-
tions as a professor of natural philosophy, a lecturer on
electricity and magnetism, &c. '

He was born of humble parents, at Whittingham, near
Lancaster, in 1783, and was in early life apprenticed to a
shoemaker. He then served a short time in the militia,
from which he voluntered into the Royal Artillery. He
was frequently solicited to become a non-commissioned .
officer, but his love of learning kept him from accepting
the proffered honours, knowing that the extra duties con-
sequent on promotion would deprive him of many hours
of study. It is said that while he was on duty in New-
foundland his curiosity was quickened by a terrific thun-
derstorm, when he determined to become better acquainted
with the causes of this wonderful phenomenon.

The few books he obtained afforded him little informa-
tion, and even the perusal of these showed him that in
education he was deficient in the elements essential to
physical investigation. With an eneriy and perseverance
that characterized him through life, he resolved to over-
come these difficulties. He began at once the study of
mathematics, of which he obtained an excellent knowledge ;
he then cultivated the Latin and Greek languages to an
extent sufficient to enable him to understand the meaning
and origin of scientific terms, and coin for himself such as
he needed. French, German, and Italian he studied with
much assiduity, that he might read the researches of the
great Continental philosophers. These languages he read
with considerable facility.

Thus prepared he entered on the study of natural
hilosophy, of which he obtained a sound knowledge.
'he phenomena of electricity and magnetism had ;ver the

: v
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greatest charm for him. Mr. Sturgeon’s earliest essays
on electro-magnetism appeared in the ‘* Philosophical
Magazine” in 1823 and 1824.

In 1825 he received from the Society of Arts their silver
medal and the sum of thirty guineas for a set of improved
magnetical apparatus. In 1836 he commenced a perio-
dical entitled *“ The Annals of Electricity, Magnetism, and
Chemistry,” of which he issued ten volumes.

His essays have been collected and published in a quarto
volume.

Soon after he left the army he was appointed Professor
of Natural Philosophy in the Military Academy at Addis-
combe, where he continued to lecture until he went to
Manchester to superintend the Victoria Gallery of Prac-
tical Science.

The pressure of the times occasioning the discontinuance
of this 1nstitution, Mr. Sturgeon was left to the precarious
source of income arising from lecturing. After struggling
with difficulties which would have weighed many men
down, he was at length placed on the pension list by
Lord John Russell, with an income of 50/. a year; of
which he lived to enjoy only one year and a quarter's

ayment. He died at Prestwich, near Manchester, on
the 8th December, 1850.

Had he fought his way to renown in the artillery service
he might possibly have risen from the ranks to honour
and fortune ; preferring the more enlizhtened and useful
pursuits of science, he was left to shorten his days by
intense pecuniary solicitudes, his only income being that
received from his country (the sum of 62/ 10s.) in the
period of his want and decline.
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CHAPTER XX,

¢¢Of most disastrous chances,
Of moving accidents by flood and field ;
Of antres vast, and desarts idle,
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose heads touch heaven.”
: . SHARSPEARE,

TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES.

WRECK OF THE ‘‘PHILLIS” TRANSPORT, 1795—SIR HOWARD DOU-'
GLAS—ASCENT OF THE PETER BOTTE, MAURITIUS, 1832—ARcTIO
REGIONS WITH CAPTAIN BACK, 1833—BURKRING OF THE ‘‘ POLAR
BTAR,” 1854—EXPEDITION UP THE YANG-TSE-EIANG, 1861.

IN August, 1795, a detachment of the Royal Artillery
embarked on board the P#%:liis transport, for the purpose of
proceeding to Quebec to fill up the vacancies gy eaths,
romotions, &c., which had occurred in the companies in
anada. The officers of this detachment were Lieutenants
Douglas, Caddy, Barclay, Forbes, and Barnes.

They had been at sea two months, and were in hourly
expectation of sighting the coast of America, when, on the
night of the 11th October, to their great horror, they dis-
fovgred that the ship was amid breakers, running into the
and.

The crew were all foreigners except two boys, and a
greater set of cowards could not have existed. en the
captain ordered them aloft to shake out a reef they ap-
peared paralysed, and refused to obey him. ¢ He knew
there were brave men in the ship, however, and called for
volunteers.

““One sprang into the shrouds on the instant—it was
Lieutenant Douglas; and his example drew out the two
English cabin-boys, who followed him aloft, one helping
to s%mke out a reef of the close-reefed maintop-sail, while

the other loosed the maintop-gallant sail.” Their exer-
tions were of little avail, however, for after plunging and
" rocking for some time, the vessel was grappled by a wave
and flung on a sunken rock. Again and again the ship
struck the rock, each time with the same violence and the
same terrible effect. :
The exertions of the officers and soldiers of the Royal
Artillery at this critical period are beyond all praise. The
captain called on the crew to man the tackle and lower the
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bree of them responded. These were
nants Douglas, Caddy, and Forbes ; but
ts could hardly get the boat over the side.
1at'she would stave the ship, and Douglas
3 her off, followed by Forbes and Caddy.
already half full of water, and they were
back, in doing which Douglas missed his
nto the sea, and was only saved from a
;he exertions of his comrade Forbes, who,
(} him up, grasped his collar and dragged

ght of agonizing suspense morning came
"), when it was discovered that the.shat-
g vessel was but fifteen yards from the
ervening space was studded with rocks,
e high waves surged in floods, forming a
Licutenant Francis Barclay, seeing the
ok to make fast a hawser to the shore,
all. He took an affecting leave of his
ave one look round, and plunged into the
ed for his reappearance, but only to see
arms and sink for ever.
nes, who had posted himself in the fore-
the progress of his friend, was almost
wards washed into the sea. Many women
rat this moment swept overboard by the
n_sea struck the ship, and successive
ff half a dozen others, Lieutenant Bar-
owing his master, and bearing with him
ho had accompanied Douglas aloft.
was spent on the wreck, during which
with one exception, washed overboard ;
men also lost their lives during that
'he weather moderated towards morning,
constructed, and the shore was reached

ter this event, as Douglas, then a major in the
going through the streets of Woolwich, he was
d, and found a drunken man lying on the
nd moving his arms and legs as if swimming.
one of the party who had been with him in the
hed his arm, when the man looked up, giving
¢Where were you on that night ¥ asked
2 man sobered in & moment. ‘I was by your
by the shrouds,’ he answered. ¢ Well, it’s all
or Douglas; ‘you must be quiet now. He
7, and tried to place him in comfort, paying for
at nothing could keep the poor fellow from
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bhy a portion of the crew. These established a bridge to
L:d.wreck, by means of which all were brought safe to
¢¢ They landed on a wild but narrow scene,
Where few but Nature’s footsteps yet had been.”
Brrox.

Cast on a shore so desolate that there was not a trace
of bird or beast, without sufficient food, and with very
. little h%pe of a vessel passing (as the shore was out of the
track of navigation, and known as dangerous), their situa-
tion was now very dreadful. The rocks all around were
covered with snow, and, to add to their misery, when at
night they huddled together in the hope of obtainin%I a
little rest, the rain fell in torrents. Yet the two nights
orr the wreck had caused such exhaustion that it prevailed
over wet and cold, and all fell asleep.

A frost set in, and all must have been frozen to death,
only that they were awakened by the screams of the only
surviving woman—the wife of one of the artillerymen—
who had started up mad. The poor creature raved and
shrieked for some hours, and at last sank and died ; and so
the last woman perished.

" After wandering about for some days (during which
many of the men perished) in the hope of penetrating into
the country, they abandoned the enterprise, and returning
to the landing-place, erected a beacon on the cliffs. They
then built a hut, which, however, afforded but little de-
fence against the climate, and then it was observed that
their slender stock of provisions would not_long supply
their dole of food. Their sufferings increased every hour,
and they lost their powers of endurance in proportion as
they were most needed; men inured to hardship sinking
gn e;’r the cold and privation, and resigning themselves to

eath.

A feeling of despair seized every breast as days and
nights succeeded each other and brought no prospect of
relief. Starvation might be said to have begun, when a
shout broke from the look-out en the cliff, and twenty
voices echoed the cry—* A sail! a sail!”

The vessel proved to bea trader to the fishing settle-
ments about lsewfoundland, and was at this time pro-
ceeding to Great Jervis, to which port the castaways were
conveyed. They were now obliged to take up their
quarters among-the fishermen, who lived here among ice

drink, and it drove him mad. He lingered in this state for a time,
and then died.”— Fullom’s Life of Sir Howard Douglas.
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and spow, cut off from the world, and who received them
most kindly, providing them with clothing and other
necessaries. This settlement maintained no communica-
tion with Canada or any part of British America, so here
theZ were obliged to wait till fortune should favour them
with the sight of a passing vessel.

In April, 1796, however, a Newfoundland schooner was
driven ﬁ a storm into the harbour of St. Pierre, and the
captain, hearing that a party of shipwrecked soldiers were
detained at the fishing-station, decided to go round and
take them off. :

The commanding officer of the artillery at Quebec had
been informed of the departure of the Phillis from Eng-
land, and began to feel alarmed for her safety, as the time
passed when she should have arrived. Hopes were enter-
tained up to the close of the navigation, when her non-
appearance was reported to the governor-general, who
requested the admiral commanding the squadron to ascer-
tain if she had taken refuge in one of the seaports on the
coast of Newfoundland, Cape Breton, or Nova Scotia; or
whether there were any traces of her being wrecked on
the Sable Bank.*

The search proved fruitless, and it was concluded that
the Phillis hadp gone down at sea with all hands.

The excitement caused, therefore, when the survivors
arrived at Halifax, can be “ more easily imagined than de-
scribed.” Among those-anxiously waiting to receive the
survivors was Lieut.-Colonel John Barnes, R.A., whoee
son had perished in the wreck. H.R.H. Prince Edward

Duke of Kent), who commanded the forces in Nova

cotia, instantly sent his aide-de-camp to bring up to his
quarters any of the wrecked officers who might in 8
state of health to attend. Lieutenants Douglas and Forbes
were thereupon presented to his Royal Highness, who re-
ceived them with the most gracious sympathy. He
commanded them to dineavith him in the evening, on which
occasion they were compelled to appear in the dresses
supplied to them by the fishermen at Great Jervis. On
the following morning the prince sent his secretary, Cap-
tain Thomas Dodd, R.A.,t to offer them and their com-
panions surgical attendance, and whatever money, clothes,
or other necessaries they might require.

The survivors of the detachment of Royal Artillery left

* Two officers of the Royal Artillery perished by shipwreck near
this spot,—Lieutenant Thomas Shields in 1768, and Lieutenant
George Mercer in 1799.

+ Died in London, July 26, 1842, aged seventy-five.
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Halifax in a West Indian vessel, carrying produce to
Canada, and they arrived at their destination in J uj{io

Douglas having reached the rank of major in the Royal
Artillery, was in October, 1804, promoted into the line,
receiving at the same time a staff appointment.

The death of his brother in 1809 raised him to the
baronetcy, and as Sir Howard Douglas he is familiar to
every Englishman. Those who do not know of his ser-
vices at Walcheren, in the Peninsula, &c., are well ac-

uainted with his works on * Military Bridges,” ¢ Naval
unnery,” &c. He died November 8th, 1861, aged eighty-
five years.

General Thomas J. Forbes is now colonel-commandant
of the 8th brigade, and the senior officer of the Royal
Artillery. Caddy, having reached the rank of major, sold
out in 1827.

In 1832 an officer of the Royal Artillery—Lieutenant
A. J. Taylor,*—fully sustained for his corpsits well-earned
motto, “ Ubique,” by ascending the celebrated Peter Botte
Mountain in the island of Mauritius.

This mountain, one of the most extraordinary in its con-
figuration, is 4 pedestal of rock of a conical form, upwards
of 300 feet high, at the top of which is an enormous mass,
of globular shape, forming the head of the mountain. At
the bottom of the pedestal a narrow strip of land runs out,
about six feet broad and twenty yards long, on two sides
of which a precipice goes down direct 1500 feet to the
plain, the other side being a very steep wooded ghorg .

An ascent to the summit of this mountain had gene-
rally been considered impracticable; and although a
tradition existed of a man of the name of Peter Botte
having effected it, and losing his life in returning, it was
not generally believed. The ascent was frequently at-
tempted by both Englishmen and Frenchmen during the
early vears of the present century, but it was left for the
bold adventurers o? 1832 to accomplish the feat.

On the 6th September in that year a partly of four
persons,—Captain Lloyd, C.E., Lieutenant Phillpots, 29th
regiment, Lieutenant Keppel, R.N.,and Lieutenant Taylor,
R.A.—accompanied by a few negroes, started from i‘ort
Louis, and spending the night in a house at the foot of the
mountain, early on the 7th commenced their perilous
journey.

After considerable exertion the neck was reached, and
then arose the question how to place the ladders so as to

* The present Inspector-General of Artillery.



~_~va LANUCLANU B ADRILLLERXYNMEN.

reach the top. The head, which is an enormous mass of
rock, about thirty-five feet in height, overhangs its base
many feet on every side. A ledge of tolerably level rock
runs round three sides of the base, about six feet in
width, bounded everywhere by the abrupt edge of the
precipice, except in the spot where it is joined by the ridge
up which these bold adventurers climbed. ith great
difficulty and danger (Captain Lloyd having trusted his
life to a single rope held by the others) a ladder was
placed against the side of the head, up which they all
scrambled, and in an instant “ Old England’s” flag soared
freely and gallantly on the redoubted Peter Botte.

Though they had kept their expedition secret, it was by
some means made known, and the excitement in Port
Louis and the harbour was intense. No sooner was the
flag seen- flying from the summit of the mountain than
the battery and the ships in the harbour saluted, and the
shouts of the astonished natives could be faintly heard bﬂ
those above, who were drinking King William's healt
and dancing round the flag, almost frantic with delight at
having achieved their object. They dined on the shoulder,
and after dark discharged three rockets and burnt blue
lights, and then rolled themselves up in their blankets and
laid down to sleep in Peter Botte’s neck.

After spending a miserable night, during which they
drank all their brandy, but without being able to keep out
the cold, they arose at daybreak, aud, fixing a barrel in
which they placed a long staff with the Union Jack upon
the summit of the mountain, they commenced their
return, and after a long and somewhat troublesome
descent, arrived on terra firma without one accident
(except losing some blankets) having occurred.

Two officers of the Royal Artillery have since ascended
this mountain,—Lieutenant Swinney in 1848, and Lieu-
tenant G. Burgmann in 1864.

.In 1833 an expedition, of which Captain (now Sir
George) Back, R.Ig . was the leader, was despatched from
England to the Arctic Regions in the hope of obtainin
some intelligence of Captain Ross and his crew, who ha
been absent from home since May, 1829, and of whom
no information had been received since their departure.
Captain Back arrived at Montreal in April, and while there
he was waited on by Captain Anderson* R.A., who inti-
mated the eager desire of several of his best men to
accompany the expedition.

* The present Major-General W, C. Anderson,
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Having but a few undisciplined men under his com-
mand, Captain Back lost no time in applying to Lord
Aylmer, the governor-general, who at once granted per-
mission for four men of Captain Anderson’s company to
be attached to the party under his command.

“ Strengthened by these volunteers,” writes Back, “I felt

that I had now a check on any that might hereafter prove

refractory, as well as the comfortable assurance of having
those with me on whom I could rely in the utmost need.”
The four men who accompanied Captain Back were

Gunners John Ross, William Malley, Hugh Carron, and’

David Williamson. The latter was discharged on account
of ill-health, and afterwards died. The following extracts
from Back’s journal will show that officer’s anxiety con-
cerning him :—

“The serious apprehension raised in my mind about
the fate of Darvid '%Nilliamson, the artilleryman, who had
been so lately discharged, was infinitely worse. It ap-
peared that he had left the fishery with his comf)anions,
and two Indians as guides; but, being a slow walker and
much encumbered with useless baggage of his own, he
had one day set out first, the route being quite straight ;
while the others, knowing that they could easily overtake
him, had loitered in their encampment, perhaps an hour
after his departure. Aware of his eccentricity, they were
not alarmed at not seeing him for the better part of the
day; but as the evening drew in, their fears were excited,
and one of the Indians retraced his way, in order to be
ﬂlite sure that he was not behind among the islands.

is search was fruitless, and he very properly returned
with the information to the fishery. g/.[r. M<Leod lost
not a moment in selecting another Indian to accompany
the same person, directing them to use the utmost vigi-
lance, and holding out the promise of a considerable
reward to whoever should find him. With such an
inducement, it was not likely they would leave any part
unexamined ; and accordingly, after an absence of three
or four days, they returned to the fishery with the
assurance that he had not stopped between their last
encampment and the islands, from which the traverse is
made to the south shore; on the contrary, they concluded
that he had crossed over and made the best of his way to
Fort Resolution. For my own part I much doubted this ;
but, at all events, it was consolatory to know that he had
a compass, and was not destitute of provisions.

#On the 3rd J une: the whole of the men came in from

-
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the fishery, and brought with them the melancholy tidings
that the Indians had been at Fort Resolution without
hearing anything about poor Williamson, who, it was now
conjectured, must have got bewildered among the islands
away from the track, or met with some accident so as to
incapacitate him from making a fire and thereby indica-
ting his situation.

“The faint hope I had entertained of poor Williamson
beinga live was extinguished by the intelligence that his
body bad been found and interred by Mr. M‘Leod. The
unhappy man was discovered lying on the ground, with a
few sticks near him, not far from his fire. He had died,
it seemed, from famine, aided perhaps by the despon-
dency observable in his conduct for some months pre-
vious to bis discharge. The cause of this dejection we
were unable to discover; but 8o melancholy was he, that
in the autumn before the house was built, and when we
were all encamped around it, instead of associating with
his comrades, he built himself a hut with pine branches,
in which he ate his solitary meal ; and frequently in the
stillness of the night, when most others were at rest, this
extraordinary man would be found sitting before his dwell-
ing, with his eyes intently fixed on the dying embers of
his fire. He did little duty of any kind, and was treated
with uniform kindness by the whole of the people, who
called him ‘ poor David,’ seeming to regard him as one in
deep distress of ‘mind, whom they were bound to pity.
As it often happens to those who go astray, he was but a
short distance from the fishery he had left, and to which,
as was conjectured by his having followed a track made
by some of our men but two days before the ice broke up,
he was endeavouring to return.’

Malley was particularly useful to Captain Back.

‘While descending the narrow and encumbered stream
of the Savannah, he slipped off a floating tree as he was
attempting to open a passage for the canoes, and narrowly
escaped being drowned ; but he bore the accident with so
much indifference and good-humour as to call forth the
admiration of Paul (an old Canadian), who at once
predicted that he would make a good voyageur.

So much confidence was placeg in him by Captain Back
that on one occasion when the search was being made for
the Thlew-ee-choh,* Malley was the only Englishman
who accompanied the commander, the canoe being

* Great Fish River,
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manned by a Canadian, two half-breeds, and two Indians.
Having discovered the river, Captain Back proceeded to
descend it, and on the 6th.September he discovered a
lake, about forty miles long and twelve broad at the
widest part; and, says Back, “ out of respect to the dis-
tinguished corps to which some of my crew belonged,
and from a grateful remembrance of the deep interest
manifested by its officers (Colonel Godby,* Captain
Anderson, Lieutenants Tylden and Craufurd) for the
success of the expedition, and of their ,triendly courtesies
to myself, I called it ¢ Artillery Lake.’

A deep, perpendicular fall rushing between mountainous
rocks into a vast chasm, and forming part of the river
Ah-hel-dessay, was named after Captain Anderson, R.A.

It was not till June, 1834, that the expedition started
towards the Polar Sea. After a few hours’ march Malley
became so ill as to be unable to proceed. Captain Back,
however, anxious to make the best use of the fine weather
with which they were blest at this time, requested Dr.
King and one of the men to stay with him, using their
discretion in coming forward ; while he pushed on with
the remaining party. Captain Back afterwards sent three
men to bring up Malley, who, however, was unable to
perform any duty for several days.

On one occasion while a party were hauling up a boat
(in doing which they were obliged to pass along the
margin of ice nearest the stream), the ice gave way, and
Hugh Carron broke through, and sank over his head ; his
next companion fortunately looked behind him at the mo-
ment, and on his reappearance instantly seized him by the
arm, and saved him from being swept away by the current.

Malley at one time lost himself among the swamps and
rocks, and was absent for several hours. A party was sent
in search of him, but he chanced to find his own way back
to the main body, who had just accomplished the perilous
task of descending a rapid. *Such incidents (among voya-
geurs),” says Captain %ack, ¢ generally afford a name to
the spot where they happen ; 80, to conform to the usage,
I called this ¢ Malley’s Rapid.””

Having reached the mouth of the river, on the 2nd
August, an island was discovered which was named by
Bac%c “ Montreal Island,” and about a fortnight after-
wards, the party having crossed the sea and established
themselves on land which was named after the king,
¢ William IV.,” it was determined to return.

* Died at Island Bridge, Dublin, December 17, 1837,
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It was on King William’s Land that the relics of the
Franklin expedition were discovered by Captain M‘Clin-
tock in 1859 ; and on Montreal Island the last survivor of
that ill-fated party is reported by the Esquimaux to have
perished.

While on KiniWilliam’s Land (August 17th), Captain
Back writes, *“ I had long observed a depression of spirits
in my steersmen, which T had attributed to the novelty of
their situation, but I could not account for the gloom
which now spreag itself as if by infection over the rest;
except, indeed, the artillerymen, whose steady conduct
was such as to deserve the highest commendation.” Cap-
tain Back having heard of the safety of Captain Ross and
his crew before he ascended the (Zxreat ish River, and
having by his discoveries added another link towards the
completion of the northern shore of the American con.
tinent, he now deemed it advisable to return. The whole
of his party, except Gunner Williamson, returned safe to
Fort Reliance (a post of the Hudson’s Bay Company),
from whence they started for Canada, and from thence
proceeded home, arriving in Liverpool on the 8th Sep-
tember, 1835.

On the 5th August, 1854, the freight-ship Polar Star,
having on board Lieutenant Temple, Sergeant Christie,
Corporal Marjouram, two bombardiers, and twenty-five

unners of the Royal Artillery, sailed from Gravesend for
glew Zealand.

They had a prosperous voyage until the 30th Sep-
tember, when, in 31° 8. lat. and 35° W. long., they were
overtaken by a heavy gale of wind, which did consider-
able damage to the vessel. -

About half-past eight o’clock on the following morning
(Sunday, 1st October) the fearful cry of * Fire!” was
heard sounding through the ship ; and in a few moments
smoke was issuing from every hatchway. Every one was
now seen running wildly to and fro: some with only
a blanket round them, and others half dressed; women
calling for their children, and wives for their husbands.
The women and children were soon hurried into the
cabin, which was on the upper deck, and the crew, male

assengers, and soldiers, began to throw water down the
ﬁold. But it was soon discovered that such a proceeding
was useless, as the fire was fast increasing, and the men
were in danger of being suffocated.

The captain then gave orders to batten down the hatches.

Despair was visible on every face, while each and all
expected that death would soon put an end to their terror.



TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES. 303 -

One of the women, who had been ill all the voyage, be-
came so alarmed that she died ; and the fire was spreading
8o rapidly that in a short time her body was consumed in
the berth where it lay. The boats in the ship were not
capable of holding more than half the passengers ; besides
which, a heavy sea was running that would have swamped
any boat the very instant it touched the water.

All were now on deck, while every hatchway and crevice
was securely stopped—so securely, indeed, that the car-
penter was obliged to bore small boles in the deck, into
which funnels were inserted and water poured through.
The pumps were then set to work to discharge it from the
hold, returning it through the funnels. In the evening
the crew and the artillerymen were told off into two watches,
Lieutenant Temple and Sergeant Christie having charge
of the first, and the first mate and Corporal Marjouram of
the second : they relieved each other every two hours.

Monday came and passed away without any sign of relief.

Crouched on the deck, exposed to a burning sun by
day, chilled by damp winds at night, with very little to
eat and no fresh water to drink, the situation of all on
board was terrible.

It was also known that the fire was gaining on them, as
the water pumped from the hold was quite hot. :

Tuesday came, and with it unmistakable evidence of the
progress of the fire. The pitch was beginning to melt in
the deck-seams, and the water was becoming too hot for
the hand. ,

At length evening drew on, when, about six o’clock, the
blessed cry arose, “ A sail on the weather bow!” All
lungs and throats were instantly strained, and three vehe-
ment cheers resounded over the waters. Having a little
powder in reserve, it was quickly used in the guns; but
as these did not attract attention two blue-lights were fired
from the deck, and one—their last—from the fore-yard.
After a' weary ten minutes’ interval, a similar light was
witnessed burning from the deck of the other vessel. Now
woke up the grateful hymn, ““ Praise God from whom all
blessings flow!” The deliverer was soon seen bearinﬁ

gown upon them, and in half an hour they were haile

Ve Ship ahoy !”
“ Hallo!”
‘ Do you want any assistance P’
“Yes.”
 All right. I'll go about and lie to.”
A boat was lowered, which was soon alongside the vessel.
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She proved to be the Annamooka, bound to Cadiz from
Callao with a cargo of guano.

The women and children were taken on board at once,
though the difficulty in transporting them from ship to
ship was very great. A very Eea\'y sea was running, and
the night was so dark that at times neither of the vessels
could be distinguished.

On the following morning (October 4th) the captain of
the Annamooka paid a visit to the Polar Star, and at
once recommended instant departure from the burning
vessel. The boats being all ready, the order was given to
open the hatches and make a speedy retreat.

The men had barely got into the boats before the pent-u
flames raced along the main deck with great fury an
caught the rigging, and in less than ten minutes the main-
mast went over the side, tearing the fore-top and mizen-
top with it, and ripping up the decks, so giving greater
vent to the maddened flames. In two or three minutes
all the masts went over, and the vessel was in a livid sheet
of flame from stem to stern.

The Annamooka now steered for St. Helena, where she
arrived eighteen days afterwards; those from the Polar
Star baving suffered from want of food, clothing, and
accommodation.

On Sunday morning, 22nd October, the company of
artillery at St. Helena having heard from Lieutenant
Temple (who went ashore in a boat on the previous day) of
the inability of the detachment to land for want of clothes,
sent on board a quantity of old jackets, trousers, boots,
&c.; but, notwithstanding their generous aid, the soldiers
made but a sorry appearance.

The following extract from the St. Helena Herald will
convey an idea of the state of the artillerymen who were
rescued from the Polar Star :—

“ The troops were landed about nine o’clock in the
morning, and they indeed seemed to have lost their all.
Some were without shoes, some without cape, and others
without jackets, Some were dressed in clothes which had
evidently not been made for them, and all, in their soiled
and worn-out attire, presented a most melancholy spec-
tacle. Their wives and children, too, were distressingl
ill provided for. Nor were the passengers any better off';
they had to leave all behind them, and were only too
thankful to escape with their lives.”

The detachment remained at St. Helena until the 24th
February, 1855, when they embarked on board the Setka
(a vessel lately taken from the Russians) for England.
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They landed at Woolwich on the 12th April, and early in
September again embarked for New Zealand, where they
arrived in safety on the 3rd January, 1856. ‘

In the latter part of the year 1860 peace was concluded
with China.

A party of British officers took advantage of this, and
endeavoured to reach India by way of China and Thibet,
crossing the Himalaya mountains; at the same time it
was their intention to survey the unexplored river Yang-
tse-kiang. b

Captain Blakiston, Royal Artillery, wasgenerally looked
upon as the leader of this expedition, though that officer
disclaims all right to that distinction, afirming that the
idea originated simultaneously with himself and another
of the party. .

Lieut.-Colonel Sarel, 17th Lancers, with Captain Blakis-
ton, a medical officer, and a chaplain, obtained leave of
absence, and, at their own expense, began the exploration
of the Yang-tse-kiang. They started on the 11th February,
1861, accompanied for 800 miles by a portion of the British
fleet under Admiral Hope.

Parting from the ships on the 16th March, they embarked
in a junk, manned by natives, in which they proceeded a
distance of 1800 miles, arriving at Pingshan on the 25th
May. Here their progress was stopped by the Chinese,
who fired upon them, compelling them to retire.

It was afterwards ascertained that the Chinese, being
in expectation of an attack from the rebels, were terribly
afraid of the few Englishmen who had dared to penetrate
80 far into their country.

The defensive preparations of the Pingshanese proved
to be very necessary; for during the night the town was
attacked by the rebels, who kept up a fire till three a.M.
on the 26th, which was recommenced in the form of a
regular siege two hours afterwards.

Our explorators now found it impossible to proceed ;
they remained, however, till the morninq of the 30th Ma{,
when they began their return journey, leaving the rebels
blazing away at Pingshan. Captain Blakiston and his
friends arrived at Nankin on the 4th July, and reached
Shanghai—the mouth of the river—on the 9th.

Though their object was unaccomplished, these bold
explorators made valuable additions to our knowledge of
China and the Chinese, which were acknowledged by the
Royal Geographical Society, both in their papers and in
the presentation to Captain Blakiston of the patron’s gold
medal.

X
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CHAPTER XXI.

¢‘Bince nought so stockish, hard, and full of rage,
But music for the time doth change his nature.”
SHAKSPEARE.

MUSIC IN THE ROYAL ARTILLERY.

MUSIC IN THB BRITISH ARMY-——HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ARTILLERY
BAND—COLONEL QUIST—MR, M‘KENZIE—LORD BLOOMFIELD—
SIM8 REEVES, ETO.

Froum the earliest times the trumpet and drum have been
considered warlike instruments, and their animating strains
have always accompanied armies into the field—

“The sounds of trumpet and of drum,
That makes the warrior’s stomack come ;
Whose noise whets valour sharp, like beer
By thunder turned to vinegar ;
(For if you hear a trumpet sound or drum beat,
Who has not & month’s mind to combat #)”

The employment of other music in armies is neither so
ancient nor so universal. The army of William the Con-
queror was accompanied by minstrels, the chief of whom,
named Taillefer, a gigantic Norman (who was minstrel,
juggler, and champion), at the battle of Hastings spurred

is horse to the front of the van, and sang with a loud
voice the songs which immortalized the* valour of Charle-
magne and Roland; and as he sanﬁ he performed feats
, with his sword, throwing it into the air with great force
with one hand, and catching it with the other. The
Normans repeated the burden of the song with shouts of
 Diew atde !” Taillefer in the struggle killed two Saxons ;
but in attacking a third he was mortally wounded, and
having sung his last war-song, he crossed himself and was
at peace for ever. :

The earlieat mention of bands being attached to the
Brl_tlsh army is in a document dated St. Quintin’s, 1557
(reign of Queen Mary), when a charge is made for—

40 sergeants of bands at twelve pence per diem
40 drummers » " »
40 fy fers » » ”
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‘We also find the following rules laid down by one
Ralph Smith :—

¢ All captaines must have drommes and flifes and men
to use the same, whoe should be faithfull, secrette, and
ingenious, of able personage to use their instruments and
office, of sundrie languages; for oftentimes they bee sent
to parley with their enemies, to sommon theire fforts and
dyverse other messages, which of necessitie requireth lan-

uage. If such drommes and ffifes should fortune to fall
into the hands of the enemies, noe guifte nor force should
cause them to disclose any secrettes that they knowe.
They must ofte practice theire instruments, teach the
companye the soundes of the marche, allarum, approache,
assaulte, battaile, retreate, skirmishe, or any other callinge
that of necessitie should be knowen. They must be obe-
diente to the commandemente of theire captaine and en-
signe, when as they shall command them to comme, goe,
or stande, or sounde theire retreate or callinge.”

The old English march was formerly in high estima-
tion, as well abroad as with us ; its characteristic is dignity
and gravity, in which respect it differs greatly from the .
French, which is brisk and alert. : .

Sir Roger Williams, a gallant soldier of Elizabeth's
time, had a conversation with the French marshal Biron
on the subject of English marches.

The marshal observed that the English march was slow,
heavy, and sluggish. “That may be true,” answered Sir
Roger ; “but, slow as it is, it has traversed your master’s
country from one end to the other.”

The fifers were dispensed with about the time of
Charles I., drams and trumpets being retained for field
purposes. In the estimates for the train of artillery in
1620 (James 1.) there is one drummer at one shilling, and
one trumpeter at two shillings per diem, but in the esti-
mates for 1639 (Charles 1.) they are omitted.

The use of fifes was revived by the Duke of Cumber-
land at the termination of the war.in Flanders, in 1747,
the Royal Artillery being the first regiment to which they
were attached.¥*

During the campaign in Flanders the great kettledrums,
mounted on a triumphal car finely ornamented and drawn
by six horses, marched at the head of the artillery, and on
arrival in camp they were placed before the quarters of
the Duke of Cumberland, and the artillery guns parked

* The Guards adopted the use of fifes soon after the Artillery:
the first marching regiment to use them was the 19th. 2
x
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round them. John Ulrich, a Hanoverian, was brought
from Flanders by Colonel Belford for the purpose of
instructing the fifers of the artillery, who progressed
favourably, and were soon employed to march at the head
of the regiment.

At a review of the corps in the Green Park, on the 13th
June, 1753, it was headed by a drum-major, ten drummers,
and sixteen fifers.

The band was originally formed by Colonel Phil]igs
and the officers of the regiment in Germany, in 1762, the
following being the articles of agreement upon which the
musicians were engaged. The original is written in English
and German, the last article being added by Colonel
Phillips himself :— '

“1. The band to consist of eight men, who must also be
capable to play upon the violoncello, bass, violin, and flute,
a8 other common instruments.

«2. The regiment’s musick must consist of two trumpets,
two French horns, two bassoons, and four hautbois or
clarinetts ; these instruments to be provided by the regi-
ment, but kept in repair by the head musician.

3. The musicians will be looked upon as actual soldiers,
and cannot leave the regiment without a formal discharge,
Tfpe same must also behave them according to the articles
of war.

“4. The aforesaid musicians will be clothed by the
regiment,

“5. So long as the artillery remains in Germany each
musician to have ten dollars per month, but the two
French horns to have twelve dollars per month, out of
which they must provide their own bread ; but when they
arrive in England each musician to receive one shilling,
the two French horns one shilling and twopence Yer day ;
this payment to commence at their arrival in England.

“6. The musicians shall be obliged to wait upon the
commandinﬁ officer 8o often as he shall desire to have
musick, without any hope of gratification, but if they shall
be desired to attend upon any other officer they are to
have a ducat per night, gub in England half a guinea.

“7. Shou]clp the aforesaid musicians be taken sick they
are to be attended by the surgeon of the regiment, for
which they are to allow fivepence farthing sterling monthly
to be given out of their wages.

8., The two French horns will enter into pay as soon
as they sign the articles, the pay of the other six musicians
to commence as soon as they arrive at the corps.

“9. [In the handwriting of Colonel Phillips.] Pro-
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vided the musicians are not found to be good per-
formers at their arrival they will be discharged, and at
their own expense. This is meant to make the person
who engages the musicians careful in his choice.

/

\ “W. PaiLLips,
¢¢ Lieut.-Col. Comdt. of British Artillery.”

‘When the fourth battalion was raised in 1771, the band
was taken over and subscribed for by Colonel Ord and
the officers of the battalion; but the following year the
battalion was ordered to America, when the officers
remaining at home agreed to keep up the band. In 1774,
however, it was taken over by the master-general, and
placed upon ‘the establishment of the regiment; two
musicians at 1ls. 63d. per diem being mustered with each
battalion, and a bandmaster at 3s. 6d. per diem, to rank as
an additional staff sergeant of the first battalion.

An Englishman named Bennett was the bandmaster in
1780, but I have not been able to discover if he was the
first who held the appointment.

In 1782, Mr. Wellle, a foreigner, became master of the
band, and it was under his tutelage that it began to assume
that position which it has proudly held for so many years.

The string band especially improved, and Pleyel’s and
Haydn’s symphonies, overtures, quartetts, &c. were per-
formed in addition to the light music which had hitherto
been the principal feature of the orchestral performances.

The band was also considerably augmented, two addi-
tional musicians being raised with the fifth battalion in
1794, and a number of young men being attached as
supernumeraries. ,

%Vhen the Royal Irish Artillery was incorporated with
the Royal Artillery, in 1801, the whole band ot the former,
numbering about thirty-five, was sent to Woolwich, and
the best musicians (among whom were the late Sergeants
Collins* and Wilkinson, and the late Fife-Major Collins)
were retained, and three or four of the old band (those
least proficient) were discharged.

By this means the band was increased to twenty-four,
and received valuable acquisitions in individual musicians.

Mr. Weille was discharged in 1802, with a pension of
3s. 6d. per diem. He then became bandmaster of a
dragoon regiment, and afterwards of the Sussex militia,
subsequently retiring to Hanover, his native country,

* Died at Woolwich, January 17, 1854. He served in the band
forty-four years.
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where he died. He was succeeded by another German,
named Schnuphass, a gentleman not distinguished for his
musical abilities. He died in 1805, when M. Eishenherdt
becarme bandmaster.

About this time the band was placed under the sole
command of Colonel Charles Adolph Quist, the command-
ing officer of the Riding-house Establishment, and to him
was due, in a great measure, the excellence to which the
band attained in the early years of the present century.

He was a natural son of Gustavus of Sweden, who was
assassinated by Ankerstrom, and is described as “ a very
handsome man, very erect, hair always in powder, whilst
a thin queue nearly reached to the sash which encompassed
his taper waist.” =

In 1810 M. Eishenherdt married a lady with a fortune,
and leaving the service, retired to Greenwich, where he
afterwards died.

At the recommendation of Colonel Quist the corporal
of the band, Mr. George M‘Kenzie, was ag)gointed to the
vacant position of bandmaster, which he filled in a most
Eraiseworthy manner for thirty-five years, To him. and

is successors is due the present enviable fame of the
band, and it is worthy of note that the best bands in the .
British army are nearly always under the control of
Englishmen.

(george M‘Kenzie was the son’ of & non-commissioned
officer of the Royal Artillery who served in the war of
the American Revolution, and was wounded at the battle
of Guildford. It was during this campaign (in a hut at
Fort Brooklyn, Long Island) that the future bandmaster
was born. :

Shortly after his birth an incident occurred the recital
of which may perhaps prove interesting. About ten
o’clock one very cold might in the winter of 1780-1, Mrs.
M-‘Kenzie was sitting with her infant on her knee, when
she was startled by a tremendous rap on the door, which
immediately opened, and three young fellows, apparently
sailors, enterecf the hut and shut the door quickly after
them.

They laughed immoderately, and laying a handkerchief
on the table containing something evidently very heavy,
asked for some brandy. It was supplied, and paying
handsomely for it, they proceeded to enjoy it, ing
frequent allusions (one to the other) to the contents of the
handkerchief, and laughing heartily meanwhile. On
leaving they very warmly thanked Mrs. M‘Kenzie for
the shelter she had afforded them, saying she had rem-
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dered them a great service. One of them, stepping back
to her, said, * If you should ever want anything done for
this ehild, ask for the officer who is now the senior mid-
shipman of the Prince George.” The next morning New
York was in alarm, and a large reward was offered ﬁ)
““person or persons who had knocked the head off the
statue of William Pitt and carried it away.”

Prince William, Duke of Clarence, was at this time
serving as midshipman on board Admiral Digby’s ship,
the Prince George, though no inquiries were ever made
as to whether his royal iighness was one who had taken
shelter in the artilleryman’s hut at Fort Brooklyn.

Fifty-five years afterwards, when the king (William IV.)
was speaking to Mr. M‘Kenzie, he asked him of his pa-
rentage and the place of his" birth, and doubtless his
majesty thought of the Pitt's head adventure when he
received the bandmaster’s answers.

George M-Kengie was enrolled as a fifer in 1792, and
the following vear was sent on the recruiting service to
Brecknock in Wales. Here he was taken notice of by the
organist of St. David's (parish church), who being greatly
interested in the boy gave him gratuitous lessons 1n musie,
and imparted to him a taste for the higher branches of
that science.

In 1795 he was taken into the band as a supernumerary,
and gradually worked his way—first to musician, then to
corporal, an finally to master. Mr. M‘Kenzie, having
had every opportunity of observing where there was room
for improvement in the government of the band, with the
assistance of Colonel Quist at once proceeded to introduce
many new features in the performances of the musiec.
‘Weekly concerts in the officers’ mess-room, and a singing
class in the band, were among his earliest establishmenta.
The former were got up at Colonel Quist’s suggestion.
He, being an amateur of no mean order, with the assist-
ance of other officers who were able to play, obtained the
gervices of some of the most distinguished musicians in
London to lead them, and with the principal members of
the band was enabled to get up concerts of the highest
order. Spagnoletti, Mori, Lindley, and Drouet  the
flautist were among the professionals who conducted the
early concerts at the mess-room; and among the most
distinguished amateurs may be mentioned Sir Benjamin,
afterwards Lord Bloomfield. This officer owed his intro-
duction at court to his musical talents. He was a lieute-
nant in the Royal Artillery, and by chance quartered with
his company at Brighton, The Prince of Vaales, who was

r the
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always fond of musie, then gave frequent concerts at the
Pavilion. Some one happened to mention that a young
officer of the artillery was a proficient on the violoncello;
an invitation was sent, the royal amateur was pleased, the
visits became more frequent, and the fortune of the young
lieutenant was assured.

In the year 1806, Bloomfield (at that time major of
Horse Artillery) became a gentleman attendant upon his
royal highness. For an office in the household of that
illustrious personage Major Bloomfield was pre-eminently
qualified. In a rapid appreciation of human character, in
a familiar acquaintance with the best society, few men ex-
ceeded him. His useful qualities were very soon perceived
by George IV., who speedily advanced him to the rank of
cgief equerry and cler?( marshal. But even at that point
his promotion did not stop. Inthe gear 1815 he received
the honour of knighthood. In 1817 he succeeded Sir John
M Mahon as receiver-general of the duchy of Cornwall,
keeper of the privy purse, and private secre to his
patron, who was then Prince Regent, and at the same
time was sworn a member of the privy-council. For a
period of five years from that date he was the confidential
adviser of the prince, and was, 8o to speak, the chief exe-
cutive officer of his administration. In 1822 he was sent
a8 minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordin to
the King of gweden, upon which occasion he received the
distinction of a civil grand cross of the Bath. On his re-
turn in 1825 he was raised to the rank of a baron in the
peerage of Ireland by the title of Lord Bloomtield, and in
the meantime his military promotion proceeded without
interruption.

After the death of George IV. he assumed the command
of the Royal Artillery at Woolwich, in the exercise of
whictlédimporta.nt office he was long known and much re-

cted.

'peThe king left many of his musical instruments to Lord
Bloomfield, and they were placed by him in the care of
the Royal Artillery band. Several of them, including a
magnificent violoncello, are still in use.

i8 lordship was greatly interested in the performanece
of the band, and used every effort to improve it. On one
occasion when it was playing in the Arsenal, Lord Bloom-
field was so displeased at the inattention paid to the piano
passages that he came out of his quarters in a rage, and
assuming the office of conductor, made the performers
repeat the piece they were playing, with such attention to
the marks that the effect was electrical. He played the
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flute very well, and had played concertos, &c. at concerts
in France; but that instrument being distasteful to the
Prince Regent, he devoted his whole attention to the
violoncello. He frequently played solos on that instru-
ment at the mess concerts, and occasionally took part in a
duet with Lindley, his performance being only second to
that eminent instrumentalist. His lordship’s memory is
revered at Woolwich, where his numerous unostentatious
acts of charity worked such general good. He was the
founder of the regimental schools for children of soldiers
belonging to the Ordnance corps, and much of* his atten-
tion was bestowed upon them; the children, who looked
upon him as a village pastor is generally looked upop by
his little flock, feeling they had reached the summit of
human ambition if they were patted on the head by Lord
Bloomfield.

He resigned his appointment as commandant of 'Wool-
wich garrison in the early part of 1846, and died in Port-
man Square, London, on the 15th August following, aged
seventy-nine years.

Another officer who occasionally played the violoncello
at the mess concerts was Captain Courtney Ilbert. This
officer served with distinction in Holland in 1798, and
commanded a company in Ostend during the Waterloo
campaign. He was taien ill while practising his favourite
instrument, and died immediately afterwards at Valen-
ciennes on the 14th January, 1816.

Quartettes, &c. of Bocearini, Felton, and other of the
old masters whose compositions were fashionable at that
time, and occasionally a symphony of Haydn's, Pleyel's,
or Mozart’s, were the music praye at the early concerts,*
with the performance of which the professionals who as-
sisted were 8o pleased, that they occasionally recommended
members of the band to play at the parties among the
nobility. (On one occasion Mr. M‘Kenzie and three of
the band played a selection of chamber-music with Cervetto,
glle cglebrated violoncellist, before Queen Caroline and her

iends.)

Mr. M‘Kenzie conducted a number of local harmonic
societies, glee and catch clubs, &e., and the thought oc-
curred to him that a vocal association might be formed of
members of the band. He accordingly conferred with

* In after years, when the symphonies of Beethoven and the
overtures of Rossini became known, they were purchased for the
band by Mr. Elliott, an amateur who took great interest in their
performances.
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two men who came from the Duke of Richmond’s band,
and who possessed excellent voices—Morris (tenor) and
Downham (bass),—and they, approving of the idea, pro-
mised every assistance in their power. The first per-
formance of a glee in the mess-room delighted the officers
beyond measure, and they determined to promote the cul-
tivation of a full choir. Mr. M‘Kenzie then suggested to
Colonel Quist that some boys should be enlisted into the
band for the purpose of singing the treble parts. An order
was instantly given for four boys to be enlisted, and for as
many more as could be obtained, to sing with the band,
with the idea of their being enlisted when a vacaney oc-
curred. Among the first band boys were—Mr. Scott, the
late sergeant of the band, and the late Mr. Henry Lawson,
bandmaster of the Forfar Artillery. Dr. Kenning, of the
R.H.A., an excellent violinist, was one of the officers who
took particular interest in the singing class. He camo to
Mr. R[‘Kenzie one morning and told him that he had
heard one of the Horse Artillery recruits singing in the
square—that he possessed an excellent bass voice, and he
thought would prove a valuable acquisition to the band.
Mr. M‘Kenzie at once sent for the man and asked him
what he could sing. He replied that he had often sung.
“The trumpet shall sound,” ‘ Why do the nations,”
and other famous bass solos, which caused Mr. M‘Kenzie
to smile, as the appearance of the recruit was not sufficient
to impress him with the idea of his capabilities as an in-
terpreter of Handel's music. However, having heard
him, Mr. M‘Kenzie was both surprised and delighted,
and inquired into his history. The man informed him
that he was the son of a coach-builder in Sheflield, and
that he ran away from home and enlisted in the Marines;
but after going ome voyage he was disgusted with that
branch of H.M. service, and was bought off by his friends.
Not satisfied to remain at home, however, he had enlisted
in the Royal Horse Artillery. Inanswerto Mr. M‘Kenzie’s
inquiries he replied he was willing to come into the band,
and he was accordingly transferred. His superior attain-
ments brought him into considerable notice, and he was
soon promoted to the rank of corporal, and having married,
in 1821 he became the father of a son now known as the
¢ first tenor in Europe,”—Mr. Sims Reeves.

Corporal John Reeves will long be remembered both as
a splendid singer and a good instrumentalist, while the
quantity of old music lying by in the library of the R.A.
band bears witness to his remarkable superiority as a
penman, He was discharged in 1843, and died at Foots
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Cray, Kent, in 1861. When his son reached the age of
nine or ten years he was attached to the baiid as a treble
singer, and being rather promising, application was made
for him and another boy (John Wilkinson, the son of
Sergeant Wilkinson) to be enlisted.  Sir Alexander Dick-
son, who was at that time adjutant-gencral of the Artillery,
objected on account of the number of orphans whose
fathers were killed in the Peninsula, and whose mothers
were anxious to have them enrolled ; and when the per-
mission came, a year or so later, Corporal Reeves informed
Mr. M'Kenzie that a clergyman of Foot’s Cray having
taken notice of his son, he thought he would be able to
do better for him. John Wilkinson was enlisted, and in
a few years becamo an excellent violinist, and when he
arrived at manhood, was possessed of a beautiful tenor
voice. He is now bandmaster of the Royal Naval School,
Greenwich.

Shortly after the singing-class was formed an entertain-
ment was given to the Prince Regent by Sir William Con-
greve at his houseiin Charlton. The prince having been
informed by Colonel Bloomfield that some of the band
were good singers, requested them to sing the *“Ram of
Derby,” and added that he would assist. Morris sang the
first tenor part, and Mr. M‘Kenzie the second, H.R.H.
taking the bass. :

The band were not only delighted with the honour of
singing with the prince, but charmed beyond measure
with his magnificent voice and the artistic manner in which
he executed the part..

Colonel Quist died on the 26th December, 1821, havin,
reached the great age of ninety-one years. His deat.
was sorely felt by the band. He loved music, and was

" like a father to those under his command. He covered
their faults, extolled their virtues, and did all in his power
to make them comfortable, frequently paying them from
his own purse when they were engaged any extra time at
a mess concert, &c.

The command of the band was now given to Colonel
Percy Drummond, who was a tolerable musician, having
received instructions from Ashley, the celebrated violon-
cellist. He also was very kind to the band, and took
every opportunity of promoting its interest. It played
frequently at the aristocratic parties at Fulham and
.Thames Ditton about this time, and at the shows of the
Horticultural Society at Chiswick. It also played at Ken
sington Palace on many occasions, the Duke of Sussex anc
the Duchess of Kent taking great interest in the perform
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ance. The latter brought a quantity of music from Ger-
many purposely for the band.

At the launch of the Thunderer in Woolwich Dockyard,
the band attracted the notice of the king, William IV.,
and a week afterwards received an order to go to the
palace. His Majesty thanked Mr. M‘Kenzie personally,
and expressed his satisfaction, declaring that the (‘i‘leen
was especially delighted with the performance. hey
afterwards were ordered to the palace on every great oc-
casion till the death of William I%T.

They now use a magnificent pair of kettledrums which
were presented to them by that monarch. At the opening
of the new church in the barracks, a grand performance of
Handel’s * Messiah” was given, the solos being sustained
bg' Mr. and Mrs. Seguin and Mr. Andlegear, and the
f) orus and instrumental parts by amateur officers and the

and. ‘

8ir George Smart and Sir John Stevenson were present,
and paid a very handsome compliment to the performance
on this occasion. Sir John Stevenson invited Mr.
M‘Kenzie and Mr. Reeves to join him at a musical party,
where they sang glees, &c. with him.

Before the establishment of the choir the only musie
‘performed in the church was a voluntary which was played
upon wind instruments. The performances of Handel's,

ent’s and Mendelssobn’s anthems by the band have been
the admiration of the inhabitants of Woolwich for many
years.* .

Towards the end of Colonel Drummond’s government
a bassoon player named Riddle applied to leave. His
application being refused, he wrote to the Master-General,
stating that he had never been sworn in. An inquiry was
instituted, and it was found that there were no fewer than
seventeen in the band who had never taken the necessary
oath, and when they were required to do 8o, many
refused, and on their refusal were discharged. Man
valuable musicians left the band in consequence of this
mistake ; among them was Mr. M‘Coombie, now the band-
master of the Governor-General of India, and the rincigl
musician in Calcutta. Colonel Drummond died on the

* At the consecration of the new garrison church, St. George's,
on November 2, 1863, the band, assisted by & number of ladies
and the bands of the Horse Artillery and Depdt Brigade, sang
Townshend Smith’s anthem, ‘O how amiable,” and Handel's
“Lift up your heads,” from the ‘‘ Messiah,” in addition to the
usual service. H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge and the Minister
of War were present.
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5th September, 1843, when the band was placed under
the command of Colonel Samuel Rudyerd.

This officer, who was a son of the late General Rud-
yerd, Royal Engineers, had seen much service in India
and other parts of the world, and his health being much
broken, he did not long retain his command.

He retired to Whitby in Yorkshire, where he died on
the 19th July, 1847.

He was succeeded by Colonel John E. Jones, the
Asgistant Adjutant-General, and the command of the
band then became part of the duty attached to that
appointment until the establishment of the Depdt Brigade
in 1859. )

Colonel Jones died at Hampton Wick on the 29th
August, 1854, aged seventy-one. He had served under
Nelson, at the battle of Copenhagen and the bombard-
ment of Boulogne (1801-2). Colonel Palliser* was the
next who heldg the appointment of Assistant Adjutant-
General ; he resigned in 1857, and was succeeded by
Colonel Bingham.

In 1846 Mr. M‘Kenzie retired on a pension of 4s. 6d.
per diem, and his place was filled by Mr. William
Collins, the eldest son of Sergeant Collins, who had been
brought up in the band from a child.

Naturally gifted, he had devoted the whole of his time
to the study of his profession, and had received lessons
from Dr. Harris, with whom he was a great favourite.

Before he was appointed to lead the band he was sub-
jected to a severe examination before"Sir Henry Bishop,
Cipriani Potter, and other eminent musicians, when he
came off triumphant, much to the chagrin of his numerous
opposers, among whom were the late Lord Bloomfield
and other influential officers, who, however, sensibly
and honourably bowed to the decision of the appointed
examiners.

The appointment of a young man of Mr. Collins’
talent was very opportune. Endued with remarkable
energy, he at once set to work to infuse a vigorous style
of playing into the band, more in accordance with the
spirit of the age than the quiet, easy performances of by-
gone days. Many of the old members were discharged
soon after their respected master, and their places being
filled by younger men, Mr. Collins was thereby assisted in
this measure, and in a few years the band became dis:
tinguished as one of the first in the British army. The

* Died at Dover, December 17, 1864.
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sphere of their performances was also greatly extended ;
engagements being entered into to play at Hatfield, Ayles-
bury, Cheltenham, Ashford, Colchester, and other places
at a greater distance from London than they had pre-
viously visited. In December, 1853, the band was taken
to Brighton by Captain (now ‘Colonel Sir David) Wood,
R.H.A., and it was here their performances as a string
band first elicited that commendation which has since
been re-echoed throughout the length and breadth of the
land. The following are a few extracts from the Brighton
Gazette of December, 1853 : —

'l his band, which we believe never performed in
Brighton before, is acknowledged to be the best in the
service ; and for versatility of talent it is unrivalled : it
contains in iteelf a brass band, a stringed, and a voeal
band. There is none to equalit; and we can only
imagine that it was brought to its present pitch of per-
fection by the indomitable perseverance of its talented
conductor, Mr. Collins. If we had heard no other per-
formance than the selections from *Lucrezia Borgia,’ it
would have been quite sufficient to stamp our admiration
of their playing. All the points were worked out with a
master-hand and with much spirit, and, at the same
time, evenness of tone: no single instrument was so far pre-
dominant as to pain even a critical ear by the circumstance
of its being overpowering. The crescendos, that we
never heard excelled, if equalled, were beautifully worked
up, and the subdued passages given with all that exquisite
modulation that nothing but a thorough drilling under a
first-rate master like Mr. Collins could effect. It was
remarked by many in the room that this performance
approached perfection as near as it possilﬁ could be
reached ; and we doubt not, if Donizetti could have heard
this music handled by our artillery band, he would not say
with many that the English are behind the foreigners in
their appreciation and performance of good music. We
cannot let this opportunity pass without offering our meed
of praise to the cornet player, Mr. Lawson, who is a
gecond Kcenig on that instrument. His solos were given
with the utmost purity of tone and taste ; and we heard
frequent exclamations of ‘ Beautiful I’ We shall probably
by some be thought too lavish in praise of this band; but
we could ndt discover a single point with which to find
fault. Three vocal pieces were performed: Sir Henry
Bishop's glee ‘ Blow, gentle gales,’ the serenade * Sleep,
gentle lady,’” and the echo chorus from Weber’s ¢ Preciosa;'
the solo parts being sustained by Master W. Maine,
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Master J. A. Browne, Messrs. Gilbertson, Wells, and
Smith. In the serenade the treble of Master Maine was
very sweet, well in tune throughout, although we under-
stand his voice is breaking; the bass of Mr. Smith was
flowing and telling, without any degree of -harshness;
the tenor of Mr. Gilbertson was admirable; and the
counter-tenor, with a trifling exception, accorded well
with the other voices. At the close of the performances,
Mr. Collins was much complimented by several of the
company on the efficiency to which he had raised his
bnncs), and by none more so than by the Hon. Archibald
Macdonald, the ¢ father of the London Catch Club.” The
performers are for the most part young men, and many
of them mere boys, a circumstance which shows that
greater merit is due to the conductor.”

In April, 1854, Mr. Collins’ time having expired, he
left the regiment. He was afterwards bandmaster of
Lord Carrington’s regiment, the * Bucks Militia,” and has
since held the same appointment in the Royal Engineers
at Chatham. His place in the Royal Artillery was filled
by Mr. James Smyth, a gentleman of great experience,
who' had served as bandmaster of the 19th regiment in
many parts of the world, including the West Indies,
Canada, and the Ionian Islands, and who by his intimate
connexion with some of the leading members of the
musical world had had every opportunity of qualifyin
himself for the directorship of the band of the Roy
Artillery.

Being known in almost every part of the country, Mr.
Smyth soon obtained engagements for the band at Bath,
Bristol, &c., and on the 26th of December, 1854, they
gave their first concert (as an orchestra) in London, at
the Royal Panopticon, Leicester Square. They played
frequently at the Crystal Palace and elsewhere during
the summer of 1855, and in September of that year gave
a series of concerts at Durham, Sunderland, and New-
castle-on-Tyne.

Seldom hearing any music of a higher class than that
performed by the local bands, the people of the North were
almost frantic with excitement at the performances of the
band on this occasion, and frequent applications have
pince been made for them to visit that part of the
country. On two subsequent occasions (1858-60) they
have played in the Park at Bishop’s Auckland, each time
drawing an immense concourse of people from Newcastle
and all the towns and villages for miles round.

The year 1856 is a marked era in the history of the
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band. On the 1st January the number was augmented to
eighty, and nine additional non-commissioned officers were
appointed. The band was now almost equal to a com-
pany of the regiment, and was thus disposed—
1 bandmaster,
4 sergeants,
4 corporals,
- 4 bombardiers,
4 acting bombardiers,
16 musicians,
47 gunners (including 14 boys).

The allowance from the Board of Ordnance being found
insuffiient to supply this number with instruments and
music, on the 1st April a band fund was established, to
which the officers subscribed two days’ pay annually.
The band was now furnished with first-class instruments,
and the deficiency in new music previously felt was
speedily supplied.

Since this time the band has performed in nearly every
part of the kingdom, having given concerts at Birmingham,
Coventry, Gloucester, Liverpool, Exeter, Brighton, and
York; and played at flower shows, {8tes champétres, &e.
at Bath, Ipswich, Tunbridge Wells, Exeter, Colchester,
Faversham, Oxford, Hull, Trowbridge, Salisbury, Devizes,
and Clifton.

The band are especial favourites at Exeter. They have
now visited that ancient city five times (1858-59-60-62-
63), and have each time received an enthusiastic welcome,
In 1858 a number of officers of the Royal Artillery, with
their families, formed themselves into an Amateur Musical
Society, and during the three succeeding years gave
frequent soirées musicales, the band always attending, and
performing an occasional overture and the accompani.
ments to the vocal pieces.

These concerts, which weridgot up under the direction
of Mr. Smyth and his wife, Madame Ernestine Smyth, a
German lady and an accomplished vocalist, brought great
credit upon the amateurs who performed, especially the
ladies, one of whom, Mrs. Le M——, sang the difficult
cavatinas of Rossini and Donizetti with remarkable
expression, executing the rapid passages with wonderful
facility.

There are now a number of bands in the regiment in
addition to that known as the * Royal Artillery Band.”
The first is that belonging to the Depdt at Woolwich,
which was formed and brought to its present efficient state
by Mr. James Lawson, drum-major of the regiment, and

A
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is genorally known as the ““ Bugle Band.” The depbts at
Warley and Sheerness have each a band, as have also
nearly all the brigades ; the instructors in many instances
being men from the Royal Artillery Band, who are now
the trumpet-majors of the brigades.

CHAPTER XXII.
MISCELLANEOUS.
BELL, THE INVENTOR—SERGEANT DREW—THE STAGE : BENSON HILL

AND PRESOOTT—ST. HELENA—WORKS ON ARTILLERY— MISORL-
LANEOUS WRITINGS—MAJOR WARBURTON, BETC.

BELL, THE INVENTOR.

¢“ Those scraps are good deeds past : which are devoured
As fast as they are made, forgot as soon
As done. Perseverance, dear my lord,
Keeps honour bright.”—SHAKSPBARR.

Ox the 29th August, 1782, the Royal George, the finest
vessel in the British service, carryin¥ 108 guns, went down
at Spithead, and Admiral Kempenfelt, all the crew, and
a number of visitors (upwards of a thousand persons)
perished.

Among those who witnessed the foundering of this ill-
fated vessel was Sergeant Bell of the Royal Artillery,
who was paymaster-sergeant and conductor of stores to
that portion of his regiment encamped on Southsea
Common.

From that time his mind became occupied in devising
some plan for raising, or should that be impracticable, for
destroying the wreck. Bell felt so confident of being able
to succeed in accomplishing that operation, that he offered
to carry his project into effect on condition that the guns
should be given to him as his reward. .

It was rejected; and as many clever ‘persons had de-
clared that it would be impossible to ignite the gunpowder
at 80 great a depth under the water, Bell resolg(;d on
demonstrating practically that he was master of the
subject, and that the objection raised presented no diffi-
culty in his mind. Accordingly, he placed a charge
of fifty-four pounds of powder in a box, which he
deposited in a condemned vessel sunk expressly in the

Y
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Thames at some distance below Woolwich, over which
the tide rose 8o as to cover the charge with a depth of
eighteen feet of water. These arrangements were all
completed so as to allow of the experiment being made
immediately after an examination of cadets, which took
lace on the 11th July, 1789, at which were present the
ke of Richmond (Master-General), Sir W. Green (the
Chief Engineer), Colonels Morse and Dauban, R.E., Major
Blomefield and Captain Fage, R.A., Dr. Maskelyne (the
Astronomer Royal), and a vast concourse of officers of
the Ordnance Corps and others.

The experiment was attended with ample success ; the
vesgsel was blown to pieces, which immediately floated.
Under the place where the mine had exploded, the bed
of the river was noticed at low water to have been exca-
vated to the depth of several feet, and an immense
quantity of fish was found killed, even to the distance
of half a mile from the place where the vessel had been
destroyed.

N otwithstandin{; the satisfactory result of this exhibi-
tion, Sergeant Bell’s reiterated assertions of his being sure
of destroying in the same way the wreck of the Royal
George, which had during seven years prior to this time
incommoded the navigation of the outer harbour of Ports-
mouth, were disregarded.

Half a century later Bell's idea was carried out by Sir
Charles Pasley, who, however, in a letter to the Zimes
generously awarded to Bell his ready assent to the claim
of his being the first projector of this scheme for her
denlzlolition, although he had not been previously acquainted
with it.

John Bell was the son of a hatter in Carlisle, where he
was born on the 1st March, 1747. He was enlisted by
Sergeant Harding, R.A. in 1765, and the following year
he went to Gibraltar in Major Innes’s company, which
remained on that station six years.

Shortly after his return to Woolwich, the expertness of
Bell in handling the maccaroni gun elicited the applause
of his sovereign, who, clapping him on the shoulder, ex-
claimed, * Fine young fellow—fine young fellow—make a
man of you!”

From this time his abilities were more noticed, and his
promotion was rapid.

Among the many useful inventions of 8ergeant Bell’s
may be mentioned the “ Gy~,” which was till very lately
the principal one in use in the Royal Military Repository; -
the “ Sux-ProoF,” by which the soundness of the interior
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of ordnance is serutinized most effectually ; the “ MeTHOD
of DrsrroviNg ORDNANCE,” by means of a ponderous
weight worked at a considerable altitude; and the
¢ APPARATUS FOR RESCUING SHIPWRECKED MARINERS.”

The latter is identical with that known as Captain
Manby’s, the only difference being that the idea of the
former was to project the rope from the ship to the shore,
and the latter from the shore across the ship. “ Bell’s
idea,” says Sir A. Farrington, in a letter dated 19th
January, 1808, ““is assuredly the method most to be de-
pended upon, as the vessel in that case carries the means
with it, and need not rely on any fortuitous assistance
from the ghore.” In 1792 a premium of fifty guineas was
awarded to Bell for this invention by the Society of Arts,
and in 1815 the House of Commons voted the sum of
500l to Mrs. E. Whitfield (the only surviving child of
Bell) as a “reward for the ingenuity of her father in dis-
covering the apparatus for rescuing persons in danger of
losing their lives by shipwrecks.”

In 1791 a silver medal and five guineas were awarded
to him by the Society of Arts for *a safe crane whereby
the lives of persons descending or ascending precipices,
wells, shafts of mines, &c. will be saved, although the

- line by which they are suspended may by accident be
broken.” .

In 1793 he received twenty guineas from the same society

for * & gun and harpoon on a new construction, for taking
- whales, after satisfactory trials made therewith.”

The breaking of chains or booms laid across rivers by
means of a mine of gunpowder, and the attaching of
chains and hooks to carcasses for the purpose of destroying

" an enemy’s rigging, are both Bell’s inventions.

In 1793 the Duke of Richmond, who had frequently
witnessed Bell’s experiments, and unreservedly expressed
his high opinion of his abilities, presented him with a
commission in the Royal Artillerﬂ. e was then despatched
on a secret expedition which had for its object the de-
struction of the Dutch fleet in the Texel, but which was
abandoned. i

He died suddenly at Queenborough, on the 1st June,
1798 (whilst engaged in fitting out the fire-ships there),
in the height of his successful career, after having devoted
his best energies to the service of his country, to the
interests of science, and to the cause of humanity, without
having reaped those pecuniary benefits which he mighi
have reasonably anticipated as the reward of untiring exer.
tions, terminating in a series of valuable discoverie;.

Y
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BERGEANT DREW AND HIS FAMILY.

““ Honours best thrive,
When rather from our acts we them derive
Than our fore-goers.” —SHAKSPEARE.

the establishment of the Royal Military Artificers
\7, a number of non-commissioned officers of the
Artillery, who had served with distinction in the
can war or at the siege of Gibraltar, were selected
ruct the artificers in drill, and to ‘* enforce discipline
aintain order” among them. The first regularly
d soldier transferred to the corps of artificers was .
nt John Drew, of the Royal Artillery, who was
ted sergeant-major.

r serving with credit in his new situation for eight
he was commissioned as licutenant in the Invalid
ion of the Royal Artillery, from which he retired in
, 1819, and died at Woolwich, 7th November, 1830.
" his daughters married the late Richard Byham,
ecretary to the Honourable Board of Ordnance.
n—Richard Robinson Drew—attained the rank of
n the Royal Artillery, and married Geriloma Barona,
eer of the late Marquis de Montebello. This lady
1 the 4th September, 1854, and the major on the
nuary following. Both were interred in the famil
eum at Mesvina. Though springing from a stoc
t any remarkable antecedents, good fortune seems
> attended the career of the offspring of the worthy
nt; and much as his son may have added distinction
race by his matrimonial alliance with a lady of high
it was still more honoured in the person of his grand-
.er, who was wedded to the noble Prince di Castel-
the late minister plenipotentiary for Sicily.

THE STAGE.—BENSON HILL AND PRESCOTT.

¢¢ This fellow’s wise enough to play the fool,
And to do that well craves a kind of wit.”
SHAKSPEARE,
¢¢ Some noble lord
3hall stuff his shoulders with King Richard’s hunch,
)r wrap himself in Hamlet's inky cloak,
And strut, and storm, and straddle, stamp, and stare,
Po show the world how Garrick did not act.” —Cowrer.

year 1808 the gentlemen cadets gave a perform-
f Douglas at the Academy, the part of Douglas
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being sustained by Mr. James Prescott, and that of Lady
- Randolph by Mr. Benson Earle Hill. :

¢ There is & tide in the affairs of men,” &ec.

This was the tide in the affairs of these young men, which,
taken at the flood, did ot lead on to fortune.
'The former received his commission in the Royal Artil-
lery on the 4th December, 1809, and served in the regi-
ment about seven years; but, owing to his theatrical
gropensities, he was constantlfr in trouble, neglecting .his
uty, &c., and was ultimately superseded for absence
without leave. He was now on the stage under the
assumed name of Warde, and as an actor obtained some
celebrity. He played for some years at the Bath Theatre,
aud made his débit in London, at the Haymarket, on the
17th July, 1818. He was for many years a member of
the Covent Garden company, and perhaps no actor has
been better known to the puzlic. lge was cast in all the
most prominent second parts to Charles Kemble and
,Youn%, and occasionally played Othello, Richard ILI.,
King John, &c., always carrying the rapt attention of his
audience with the earnestness of his impersonation.
‘Warde was one of the most useful and original actors
of his time, and had it not been for an unfortunate whining
drawl he might have taken the first rank. He fell a prey
to bad habits engendered by actual want from the impos-
sibility of getting a remunerating employment. He was
constantly in debt and in arrest, and was almost nightly
“escorted from the theatre by the servants of the law.
Poor fellow ! he died in Manchester Street, London, on
the 9th July, 1841, aged forty-eight years, and found a
-grave and a home together in some obscure corner of the
freat metropolis, unfriended and uncared for. An excel-

ent portrait of him as Cassius, by Thurston, is in the
possession of the Garrick Club.

Mr. Hill, who received his commission on the 4th
March, 1809, was, at the commencement of his career,
however, rather more fortynate. Though completel
“ stage-struck,” Hill did not neglect his duty, as did his
unfortunate friend, but, on every ‘occasion when practi-
cable, he contrived to get up amateur performances.

In August, 1816, the officers of the corps gave a pee

- formance at Woolwich Theatre, when Bowdich, the cel
brated African traveller, honoured them with his presen
Hill tells an amusing story of himself in connexion w
this evening, which serves to show the amount of res
wit which he at all times possessed.
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He was playing Bombastes, and his comrade who
took the part of Fusbos was unfortunate in having (to -
say the best of it) a most unmusical voice. Arriving at
that part of the play where Bombastes says—

¢¢ Fusbos, give place, you know you haven't got a singing face ;
Here, Nature smiling, gave the winning grace,"”

he substituted the following lines :—

¢ Your croaking voice would drive him to a frenzy ;
T'll sing a song—and so play up, Mackenzie.”

The master of the band, thus singled out so unexpectedly,

“lost all power over his bow, the clarionets squeaked, and
-the trombone uttered an unearthly sound, whilst the
liberty taken with the author and {eader was rewarded
by a hearty laugh.

Lieutenant Hill served with credit in the American
campaign, and acted as aide-de-camp to Sir Alexander
Dickson at New Orleans, &c. (he could not remain at
Fort Bowyer a few weeks after its capture, however, with-
out getting ugﬂsome theatricals) ; he also served with
his company (Major Munro’s) at Ostend and other for-
tresses during the Waterloo campaign.

Having served seventeen years in the regiment, and
seeing his name still far down in the list of liewtenants, in
1826 he resigned his commission and adopted the staEe as
a profession. He afterwards published several works, in
which he expresses anything but regret at the change.
The best known are, “Recollections of an Artillery Officer,”
“ Home Service,” and * Playing About.”

He is known, however, to have been in great poverty,
at one time subsisting entirely on what his sister could
occasionally earn by writing for the magazines. Isabel
Hill wae a talented woman, and wrote many plays, essays,
and poems ; she is best known, however, Ig her transla-
tion of Bentley’s edition of ‘ Corinne.” reat affection
was at all times exhibited by Benson Hill towards his
sister ; she became his housekeeper while he was stationed
at Dover, in 1817, and remained with him till her death,
which took place in 1842.

In December, 1841, Hill became manager of the
Monthly Magazine; but in August, 1842, the property
fell into other hands, and, without any public announce-
ment, the staff of writers was also changed.

Hill’s death took place in London on the 7th September,
1845, when the following announcement appeared in the
public papers:—*“Died in an obscure abode, in penury
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and distress, aged fifty, Mr. Benson Hill, the comedian.
His last employment was at the free list of the Lyceum
Theatre. While attending to his duties here he caught a
severe cold, which resulted. in consumption.”

. 8T. HELENA.

¢ The roar of all the world had passed :
On a sounding rock alone,
An exile, to the earth he cast
His gathered glories down !"—@. MELLER.

ANECDOTE OF NAPOLEON—HIS DEATH AND EXHUMATION—
COLONEL TRELAWNEY—MRS, LAMBE.

Avausrt, 1815: Napoleon defeated and the world at peace.
The Royal Artillery, however, had not yet done with him
to whom—
¢ Monarchs bow’d the trembling limb,
And thank’d for a throne.”

Among the passengers on board the Northumberland (the
vessel which conveyed the imperial exile to St. Helena)
was Captain Thomas Greatly,* to whom Napoleon, with
his characteristic fondness for artillerymen, showed himself
most kindly disposed, and frequently invited him to spend
an hour with him in his cabin. On one of these occasions
Greatly won four points from the illustrious captive in a
game of whist: these he ever afterwards preserved as
valuable relics, with the following inseription engraved on
the rim of each:—* Won of the Emperor at whist, by
Thomas Greatly, September, 1815.”

A salute was fired by the Royal Artillery on the occa-
gion of Napoleon’s funeral, in 1821 ; and when his remains
were delivered to the French, in 1840, an artillery officer,
Colonel the Honourable Hamelin Trelawney, was governor
of St. Helena. A non-commissioned officer and twelve
gunners conducted the horses and car to the place of em-
barkation, and minute guns were fired by the remainder
of the artillery from the battery on the ramparts of James-

town.

Colonel Trelawney was the fourth son of the Rev. Sir
Henry Trelawney, who died in Italy in 1834, He entered
the Royal Artillery in 1798, and served the campaign in
Holland in the following year. He also served in the

* Died in London, November, 1849,
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Peninsula and South of France in 1813-14. After serving
many years in the island of St. Helena, first as command-
ing officer of artillery, and afterwards as governor, he died
there on the 3rd May, 1846.

In September, 1830, an old woman died at St. Helena
aged 110 years. She had been married eight times, her
last husband being Sergeant Lambe, of the Artillery, whém
she survived some years, Elizabeth Lambe was a native
of the island, and was never long absent from it. She bad
lived under twenty-one governors, with one of whom (Pyke,
1731) she had lived as housemaid. She had numerous
children, and at the time of her death 260 of her descen-
dants were living. :

e

POPULAR WORKS BY OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL ARTILLERY.

¢¢ A perfect judge will read each work of wit
With the same spirit that its author writ ;
Survey the whole, nor seek slight faults to find.”
Pork.

Works on Artillery.

As the science of artillery progresses, there are always
a number of able officers and other persons ready to in-
vent drills for the effectual working oP the newly-invented
guns, and also to write instruction books for the use of
those employed in the practical part of gunnery.

Towards the close of the last century a work entitled
“The Artillerist’s Companion,” published by Egerton
(1786), obtained a fair share of attention. This was written
by Thomas Fortune, who enlisted as a mattross in the

yal Artillery in July, 1761, and was discharged
with a pension in 1783. In May, 1795, he enlisted
into the Royal Military Artificers, in which corps he be-
came sergeant-major. In 1798 the non-commissioned
officers and labourers of this corps, headed by Fortune,
contributed three days’ pay to the Treasury, “ to be applied
as should be considered best for the defence of the State.”
Nearly all classes of the army, who had about that time
received an addition to their pay, contributed in a similar
manner, not only to show their gratitude for the increase
of pay, but aleo to assure his majesty that they were still
his loyal and devoted subjects, notwithstanding the
mutinous demonstrations of the previous year.

Fortune died at Canterbury, 10th August, 1799.

In 1801 appeared the * Little Bombardier and Pocket
Gunner,” by Captain Adye, R.A. This officer was assisted
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in this by his friend Captain Spearman, whose gon was the
author of the improved work now so well known as the
“ British Gunner.” The latter was the most popular
work among artillerymen for many years, until it was
superseded by the  Artillerist’'s Manual,” by Major
Griffiths.

This book has enjoyed a popularity seldom, if ever,
reached by a work of this class. It has gone through nine
editions, and is 8o well suited to the requirements of the
practical artilleryman that it has not only been made the
subject of a * Horse Guards” order, but has received the
honour of being inserted in the Queen’s Regulations as
follows :—‘ Officers and non-commissioned officers are
recommended to provide themselves with a work entitled
‘The Artillerist’s Manual and British Soldier’s Compen-
dium,’ by Major F. A. Griffiths} Royal Artillery.”

Miscellaneous Works.

Of other works by officers of the Royal Artillery, those
that enjoyed a world-wide fame, and are still treasured as
valuable books of reference, are James' * Herculanean
Straits,” Gold’s “Oriental Drawings,” and Cockburn’s
“ Views of Pompeii.”

Many other works, including Smith’s ¢ Military Dic-
tionary,” Wittman’s “ Travels in = Turkey,” Light's
“Travels in Egypt,” &e., were in high repute at one time,
though they are now almost forgotten. Captain Leake’s
works on ‘‘ Greece,” “ Asia Minor,” &c., and his valuable
book on coins, together with Sabine’s ‘ Maguetic Obser-
vations,” Sturgeon’s ‘ Annals of Electricity,” and Ches-
ne{’s (unfinished) * Survey of the Euphrates and Tigris,”
‘belong to that high class of literature to be found ouly in
our national libraries or in the studies of our greatest men.

In 1847 appeared “ Hochelaga, or England in the New
World,” with an introduction by the author of the
“Crescent and the Cross.” The latter was the distin-
guished writer, Eliot Warburton, who perished in the
burning of the Amazon ; the author of ¢ ﬁochelaga” was
his brother, Major George Drought Warburton, R.A.
This officer, who was born in 1816, entered the corps in
1833, and shortly afterwards served in the Carlist war in
Spain, where he distinguished himself and was severely
wounded. The success which attended Major Warburton
first work induced him to follow it up with the “ Conq
of Canada,” *Life of Lord Peterborough,” &ec., all
which enjoyed a moderate popularity. In 1852
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‘Warburton was eleeted to serve in Parliament for the
borough of Harwich, where he was greatly esteemed ; his
conduct, and that of the compauy under his command,
being highly appreciated by the inhabitants of the towns
and villages at the mouth of the Stour and Orwell.

Eventually his mind became deranged, and he committed
suicide at Frant, near Tunbridge Wells, on the 23rd Oc-
tober, 1857.

The most popular writer in the Artillery at the pre-
day is Colonel E. B. Hamley, the author of * Lady
Lee’'s Widowhood,” ¢ Story of the Campaign in the
Crimea,” ‘ Wellington’s Career,” &c. e at present
holds the appointment of Professor of Military History
at the Staff College, Sandhurst, and is a constant contri-
butor to Blackwood’s Magazi

The officers of the Royal Artillery visit all. countries,
and go through all campaigns, so it 18 but reasonable to
expect that they have produced works on the various
colonies, expeditions, &c. The best known at the present
d? are—* Corfu,” by Captain Jervis, M.P.; ‘ South
Africa,” bﬁ Captain Drayson; *“A Year Among the
Pandies” (Majeundie) ; and Blakiston’s * Expedition up the
Yang-tse-kiang.” .

THE END.

A
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